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Hey - I thought 


I was the goat!
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In October 2023, Jimmy Donaldson – also known as 


MrBeast – reached the incredible, record-breaking total 


of 


200 million subscribers on YouTube. It made 



him the most-followed person on YouTube EVER – and 


the undisputed 


G.O.A.T. (That’s the ‘Greatest of All Time’!)



But you might have known that already. After all, if 


you’re reading this book, it’s likely you’ve watched 


loads of MrBeast videos and are a 


HUGE fan! Perhaps 



you even dream of competing in one of his epic games 


or walking away with one of those massive piles of 


cash he likes to give away? Ker-ching!



From 


unbelievable challenges to amazing 



giveaways, everyone knows that MrBeast’s videos 



are in a world of their own, which is why he’s one of 


the most watched people on the 


entire planet!















FACT ALERT!


REPLY


REPLY


REPLY


12


But what else do you know about MrBeast?


Do you know how old he was when he 


made his fi rst video? 


Or how long it took him to become a 


hit on YouTube?


Or which video made him an 


out-of-this-world superstar? 


MrBeast’s videos have been viewed more 


than 45 billion times! 


COMMENT SECTION


WONDERFUL


WORLD OF


MRBEAST!
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If you want to know the answers to all these questions 


and a whole lot more, you’ve come to the right place.


 


From how he started his amazing channel to his latest 


projects, get ready to discover the amazing story 


behind the legend that is MrBeast, and how he became 


the 


G.O.A.T of YouTube. Mehhh! Also, get ready to 



put that knowledge to the test with 


quick quizzes, 



and look out for 


cool quotes and amazing 



facts along the way. 



Settle in and get comfy; it’s time to press play on the 


 


 


WONDERFUL  



 


WORLD OF 



 


MRBEAST!
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MrBeast came roaring into the world on 7 May 1998, in 



Kansas, USA. Back then, he was known quite simply as 


James Stephen Donaldson. (Although BabyBeast would 


have been much cooler!)


Growing up, his parents served in the military, which 


meant his family – including his older brother, CJ, and 


younger sister, Anna – were often posted to different 


army bases around the USA. They were always on  


the move from one place to another. Sounds pretty 


cool, right?


Well, not so much. Moving about all the time made it 


difficult for James – also known as Jimmy – to make 


friends. Believe it or not, when MrBeast was young, 


he was pretty shy. But although he found things 


tough sometimes, Jimmy always had cool hobbies to 


keep him entertained. At one time, his favourite thing 


was building with LEGO® bricks – he loved it so much 


that he turned an 


entire


 room into an amazing 



LEGO® fort!
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Eventually, Jimmy and his mum, 


brother and sister stopped 


moving around and settled in 


one place – Greenville, North 


Carolina. He was always a big fan 


of sports, growing up, and at the 


age of ten, he got really into playing 


baseball. Even though he didn’t enjoy 


team practice (because he was still quite 


shy), by the time he reached high school, 


Jimmy was tall, strong and athletic. 


MrBeast


SUBSCRIBE 



LIKE


‘When I LIKE something, it 



just CONSUMES my life!’ 



NEXT STEPS
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He dreamed of having a sports career one day, hitting 


home runs right out of the park! 


But things didn’t go quite to plan. During high school, 


Jimmy started to feel ill. At the age of fifteen, he was 


diagnosed with Crohn’s disease – a painful illness that 


causes symptoms such as really bad stomach pains. 


Being unwell meant he just didn’t have the energy 


or strength to play the sports he loved, let alone hit 


home runs. However, even when he was young, Jimmy 


was never the kind of person to give up on anything. 


That’s not what happens in his world! 


He just needed to find a new passion – and you can 


probably guess what that would turn out to be. Yes, 


that’s right . . . 


. . .  BECOMING A 



YOUTUBER!
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Once Jimmy decided what he wanted to do, he didn’t 


waste any time. When he was just thirteen years old, 


he created his very own channel. He gave it the name: 


‘MrBeast6000’ – and MrBeast as we know it was 



born!


*


* He gave it the name MrBeast because that was what had been chosen 



for him when he had set up his Xbox account. For the fi rst few years, Jimmy 


changed his YouTube channel name from ‘MrBeast6000’ to ‘Beast’ and then 


to ‘MrBeast’ and back to ‘MrBeast6000’.


FACT ALERT!


YouTube launched in 2005 as a free website for 


sharing videos. It’s a place where anyone can 


upload videos (as long as they stick to the rules) 


and people who watch them can make comments 


(that are hopefully kind!) and share the videos on 


other social media platforms too. 


Today, people all around the world watch about


6 billion hours of YouTube every month! Quite a lot 


of them are funny cat videos! 















MrBeast


SUBSCRIBE 



LIKE
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Jimmy began his YouTube career by posting ‘Let’s Play’ 


videos. These are simple videos where the host plays 


video games – in this case Minecraft – and then adds 



funny commentary over the top. 


MrBeast didn’t even show his 


face, and the videos were 


only getting a few hundred 


or thousand views, but 


everyone has to start 


somewhere!


‘I was just like “MrBeast”, 


this sounds COOL!’ 


LET’S PLAY
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Back in 2012, YouTube was big, but not quite the 


massive website it is now. It had fewer users than 


today, and the people who made videos didn’t always 


use it to make money. But Jimmy wanted to try. When 


one of his favourite YouTubers announced he was 


quitting his job to spend all his time on his channel, 


Jimmy started to wonder if he could do the same thing 


one day (even if his mum didn’t agree at the time . . . ).


Of course, Jimmy being Jimmy, he went 


all in


 with 


YouTube. It was still early days, but the world had 


witnessed 


the birth of the beast!


FACT ALERT!


Jimmy started out young, but twelve-year-old 


Ryan Kaji from Ryan’s World has had a YouTube 


channel since he was three years old! Ryan’s 


World has millions of subscribers, but there’s a 


long way to go before he catches up with MrBeast!
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When Jimmy was a teenager, he started taking his 


YouTube channel a bit more seriously. But there was 


something in his way. It wasn’t his age, and it wasn’t 


his mum, it was – 


DUN DUN DUNNN! – a mysterious 



maths problem in the form of the YouTube algorithm! 


ARGH! MATHS! Run away!


FACT ALERT!


An algorithm is a set of secret mathematical rules 


used by social media platforms, which help decide 


what videos they think users will like best. 


Oooh, SNEAKY!



It aff ects the order in which videos are listed when 


people search on YouTube, so it has a HUGE eff ect on 


the number of views they get! 
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The trouble is nobody really knows exactly how the 


algorithm works 


AND it changes all the time. This 



means creators have to try out lots of different things 


to try and crack the code! And guess what? That’s 


exactly what MrBeast tried to do!















MrBeast


SUBSCRIBE 



LIKE


‘I just wanted to  



make the 


BEST


 YouTube 


videos possible.’


Jimmy began by making videos about other YouTubers, 


reviewing their videos and even revealing how much 


they were paid. 


KA-ching! He made an effort 



to make a different type of video every other day 


for three months to see which ones were the most 


popular. Just like with LEGO® and baseball, Jimmy 


became super focused on YouTube.



*


 At the time, pretty 


much all he cared about was how many views he got, 


how many subscribers he had and how to be the best.


* Jimmy has always been super passionate about whatever he’s interested 


in, and he’s very competitive too. What are you interested in and what are 


your strongest qualities? You never know, maybe this could be a clue to 


your future success – just like MrBeast!


WHAT WILL WORK?
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While Jimmy was busy trying to uncover the secrets of 


YouTube, there was one


 very important person


 


who had absolutely no idea how big his plans were 


– his mum. She often heard him chatting away in his 


bedroom, and she imagined he was talking to his 


friends online. She had no idea that he was doing 


voiceovers on YouTube instead. Jimmy wanted to 


wait until he was really good at making videos before 



showing her that being a YouTuber could be an actual 


job. But he wasn’t quite there yet. It’s a shame he 


didn’t tell her, because parents can be pretty useful at 


figuring things out!


Jimmy kept experimenting with different types of 


videos to see what would get him the most views. 


These featured pranks, jokes, stunts and challenges. 
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