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Post-Pandemic Travels: Expect a Warm Welcome…and a Few Changes


Research for this guidebook was limited by the COVID-19 outbreak, and the long-term impact of the crisis on our recommended destinations is unclear. Some details in this book will change for post-pandemic travelers. Now more than ever, it’s smart to reconfirm specifics as you plan and travel. As always, you can find major updates at RickSteves.com/update.
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INTRODUCTION


This Snapshot guide, excerpted from my guidebook Rick Steves Scandinavia, introduces you to the bustling capital of Sweden—Stockholm. With its modern buildings and dedication to green living, Stockholm feels like a gleaming metropolis, yet offers a satisfying blend of Old World charm and 21st-century tech. Though industrious, the Swedes always make time for fika—a coffee break with pastry—a habit you’ll quickly adopt.


Start at Stockholm’s core with a stroll through the Old Town, Gamla Stan. Then visit the Vasa Museum with its 17th-century warship, the Nordic Museum covering five centuries of Swedish lifestyles, the fan-pleasing ABBA Museum, and Europe’s original—and unsurpassed—open-air folk museum, Skansen. Indulge yourself in this city’s aristocratic delights, such as the Changing of the Guard at the Royal Palace and the elaborate smörgåsbord at the Grand Hotel.


From Stockholm, three inviting day trips beckon: Drottningholm Palace, the royal family’s opulent summer getaway; the cute town of Sigtuna, with rune stones and 18th-century buildings; or Uppsala, a classic university town with a soaring cathedral, the Linnaeus Garden and Museum, and ancient burial mounds.


Or catch a boat and unwind among Sweden’s rocky garden of more than 30,000 islands—Stockholm’s archipelago. Here in Stockholm’s playground, you can count the pretty red cottages, go for a lazy stroll or bike ride, relax on a sandy beach, and even stay overnight.


With more time, consider a visit to sleepy Southeast Sweden, where pleasant Växjö has fine museums on Swedish emigration and glass making. Livelier Kalmar boasts a massive 12th-century castle and the nearby island of Öland, with sandy beaches and Iron Age monoliths. And between the two towns lies Sweden’s renowned Glass Country, dotted with glassblowing hot shops.


To help you have the best trip possible, I’ve included the following topics in this book:


• Planning Your Time, with advice on how to make the most of your limited time


• Orientation, including tourist information (abbreviated as TI), tips on public transportation, local tour options, and helpful hints


• Sights, and strategies for meaningful and efficient visits


• Sleeping and Eating, with good-value recommendations in every price range


• Connections, with tips on trains, buses, boats, and driving


Practicalities, near the end of this book, has information on money, staying connected, hotel reservations, transportation, and other helpful hints.


To travel smartly, read this little book in its entirety before you go. It’s my hope that this guide will make your trip more meaningful and rewarding. Traveling like a temporary local, you’ll get the absolute most out of every mile, minute, and dollar.


Ha en bra resa! Have a good trip!
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SWEDEN
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SWEDEN



Scandinavia’s heartland, Sweden is far bigger than Denmark and far flatter than Norway. This family-friendly land is home to Ikea, Volvo, ABBA, and long summer vacations at red-painted, white-trimmed summer cottages. Its capital, Stockholm, is Scandinavia’s grandest city.
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Sweden is committed to its peoples’ safety and security, and proud of its success in creating a society with one of the lowest poverty rates in the world. Yet Sweden has thrown in its lot with the European Union, and locals debate whether to open their economy even further.


While it’s still the capital of blond, Sweden is now also home to a large immigrant population. Foreign-born and first-generation immigrants—primarily from Finland, Syria, and Iraq—make up about 20 percent of the population. Sweden is also home to about 30,000 indigenous Sami people.


Sweden used to be a Lutheran state, with the Church of Sweden as its official religion. But in the year 2000, the church and state officially separated, and Sweden no longer has a state church. Although the culture is nominally Lutheran, few people attend services regularly. While church is handy for Christmas, Easter, marriages, and burials, most Swedes are more likely to find religion in nature, such as hiking in the vast forests or fishing in one of the thousands of lakes or rivers.
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Sweden is almost 80 percent wilderness, and modern legislation incorporates an ancient right of public access called allemansrätten, which guarantees that anyone can move freely through Sweden’s natural scenery without asking landowners for permission, as long as they behave responsibly. In summer, Swedes take advantage of the long days and warm evenings for festivals such as Midsummer (in late June) and crayfish parties (kräftskiva) in August and September. Many Swedes have a summer cottage—or know someone who does—where they spend countless hours swimming, soaking up the sun, and devouring boxes of juicy strawberries.
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While Denmark and Norway look westward to Britain and the Atlantic, Sweden has always faced east, across the Baltic Sea. As Vikings, Norwegians went west to Iceland, Greenland, and America; Danes headed south to England, France, and the Mediterranean; and Swedes went east into Russia. (The word “Russia” has Viking roots.) In the early Middle Ages, Swedes founded the Russian cities of Nizhny Novgorod and Kiev, and even served as royal guards in Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul). During the later Middle Ages, German settlers and traders strongly influenced Sweden’s culture and language. By the 17th century, Sweden was a major European power, with one of the largest naval fleets in Europe and an empire extending around the Baltic, including Finland, Estonia, Latvia, and parts of Poland, Russia, and Germany. But by the early 19th century, Sweden’s war-weary empire had shrunk. The country’s current borders date from 1809.




Sweden Almanac


Official Name: Konungariket Sverige—the Kingdom of Sweden—or simply Sweden.


Size: At 174,000 square miles, Sweden is a little bigger than California, with 10.2 million people (about 58 per square mile).


Geography: A chain of mountains divides Sweden from Norway on the Scandinavian Peninsula. Sweden’s mostly forested landscape is flanked to the east by the Baltic Sea, which contributes to the temperate climate. Sweden also encompasses several islands, of which Gotland and Öland are the largest.


Latitude and Longitude: 62°N and 15°E, similar latitude to Canada’s Northwest Territories.


Biggest City: Sweden’s capital city, Stockholm, has a population of 974,000, with more than two million in the metropolitan area. Göteborg (581,000) and Malmö (316,000) are the next-largest cities.


Economy: Sweden has a $518 billion gross domestic product and a per capita GDP of $51,200—similar to Germany’s. Manufacturing, telecommunications, automobiles, and processed foods rank among its top industries, along with timber, hydropower, and iron ore. The Swedish economy is one of the strongest in Europe, helped by its competitive high-tech businesses—and by the government’s generally conservative fiscal policies. Some 71 percent of Swedish workers belong to a labor union.


Currency: 9 Swedish kronor (SEK) = about $1.


Government: King Carl XVI Gustav is the ceremonial head of Sweden’s constitutional monarchy. The 349-member Swedish Parliament (Riksdag) is elected every four years and led by a prime minister, who appoints cabinet members.


Flag: The Swedish flag is blue with a yellow Scandinavian cross. The colors are derived from the Swedish coat of arms, with yellow symbolizing the generosity of the people and blue representing vigilance, truth, loyalty, perseverance, and justice.
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The Average Swede is 41 years old, has 1.87 children, and will live to be 82.





During a massive wave of emigration from the 1860s to World War II, about a quarter of Sweden’s people left for the Promised Land—America. Many emigrants were farmers from the southern region of Småland. The House of Emigrants museum in Växjö tells their story (see the Southeast Sweden chapter), as do the movies The Emigrants and The New Land, based on the books of Vilhelm Moberg.


The 20th century was good to Sweden. While other European countries were embroiled in two world wars, neutral Sweden grew stronger, finding equilibrium between the extremes of communism and the free market. In the postwar years, Sweden adopted its famous “middle way,” an economic model that balanced the needs of the democratic state and the private business sector.


The Swedish model worked very well for a while, providing a booming economy and robust social services for all. But the flip side of those ambitious programs is one of the highest tax levels in the world. After a recession hit in the early 1990s, some started to criticize the middle way as unworkable. But Sweden’s economy improved in the late 1990s and early 2000s, buoyed by a strong lineup of successful multinational companies. Volvo (now Chinese-owed but Sweden-based), Scania (trucks and machinery), Ikea, H&M (clothing), and Ericsson (the telecommunications giant) led the way in manufacturing, design, and technology.


The global economic downturn of 2008-2009 had its impact on Sweden’s export-driven economy: Unemployment ticked upward (although it remains enviably low compared to other countries), its famously generous welfare systems felt the pressure, and its Saab car manufacturer filed for bankruptcy protection. But Sweden has rebounded since the crisis, and the country’s fortunes have outpaced those of the European Union—Sweden’s main export market.
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Historically Sweden has had an open-door policy when it comes to accepting immigrants. Beginning in the 1960s, Sweden (like Denmark and Norway) accepted many immigrants and refugees from southeastern Europe, the Middle East, and elsewhere. This praiseworthy humanitarian policy dramatically—and sometimes painfully—diversified a formerly homogenous country. But in 2015 and 2016, with refugees flooding in from Syria, Swedish social services were tested as never before. Migration laws were tightened in 2015, and by 2019 only 5 percent of Swedish immigrants were from Syria; most were returning Swedes followed by people from India and Afghanistan.


In Sweden, the dominant language is Swedish, but most residents speak English as well. Even though communication is rarely an issue, a few Swedish words are helpful and appreciated. “Hi” is “Hej” (hey). “Thank you” is “Tack” (tack), which can also double for “please.” For a longer list of Swedish survival phrases, see the next page.



Swedish Survival Phrases



Swedish pronunciation (especially the vowel sounds) can be tricky for Americans, and there’s quite a bit of variation across the country; listen closely to locals and imitate, or ask for help. The most difficult Swedish sound is sj, which sounds roughly like a guttural “hw” (made in your throat); however, like many sounds, this is pronounced differently across regions—for example, Stockholmers might say it more like “shw.”
















	Hello. (formal)

	Goddag.    goh-dahg







	Hi. / Bye. (informal)

	Hej. / Hej då.    hey / hey doh






	Do you speak English?

	Talar du engelska?    tah-lar doo eng-ehl-skah






	Yes. / No.

	Ja. / Nej.    yaw / nay






	Please.

	Snälla. / Tack.*    snehl-lah / tack






	Thank you (very much).

	Tack (så mycket).    tack (soh mee-keh)






	You’re welcome.

	Ingen orsak.    eeng-ehn oor-sahk






	Can I help you?

	Kan jag hjälpa dig?    kahn yaw yehl-pah day






	Excuse me.

	Ursäkta.    oor-sehk-tah






	(Very) good.

	(Mycket) bra.    (mee-keh) brah






	Goodbye.

	Adjö.    ah-yew







	zero / one / two

	noll / en / två    nohl / ehn / tvoh






	three / four

	tre / fyra    tree / fee-rah






	five / six

	fem / sex    fehm / sehks






	seven / eight

	sju / åtta    hwoo / oh-tah






	nine / ten

	nio / tio    nee-oh / tee-oh






	hundred

	hundra    hoon-drah






	thousand

	tusen    too-sehn






	How much?

	Hur mycket?    hewr mee-keh






	local currency: (Swedish) kronor

	(Svenska) kronor    (sven-skeh) kroh-nor






	Where is...?

	Var finns...?    var feens






	...the toilet

	...toaletten    toh-ah-leh-tehn






	men

	män    men






	women

	kvinnor    kvee-nor






	water / coffee

	vatten / kaffe    vah-tehn / kah-feh







	beer / wine

	öl / vin    url / veen






	Cheers!

	Skål!    skohl






	The bill, please.

	Notan, tack.    noh-tahn tack









*Swedish has various ways to say “please,” depending on the context. The simplest is snälla, but Swedes sometimes use the word tack (thank you) the way we use “please.”
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STOCKHOLM


If I had to call one European city home, it might be Stockholm. One-third water, one-third parks, one-third city, on the sea, surrounded by woods, bubbling with energy and history, Sweden’s stunning capital is green, clean, and underrated.
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The city is built on a string of islands connected by bridges. Its location midway along the Baltic Sea, behind the natural fortification of its archipelago, made it a fine port, vital to the economy and security of the Swedish peninsula. Stockholm became a political center when Gustav Vasa established the monarchy in 1523. A century later, the expansionist King Gustavus Adolphus made it an influential European capital. The Industrial Revolution brought factories and a flood of farmers from the countryside. In the 20th century, the fuming smokestacks were replaced with steel-and-glass Modernist buildings housing high-tech workers and an expanding service sector.


Today, with more than two million people in the greater metropolitan area (one in five Swedes), Stockholm is Sweden’s largest city, as well as its cultural, educational, and media center. It’s also the country’s most ethnically diverse city. Despite its size, Stockholm is committed to limiting its environmental footprint. Development is strictly monitored, and cars must pay a toll to enter the city. The city feels wealthy, sometimes snobby, and a bit sure of itself. Stockholm rivals Oslo in expense, and beats it in pretense.


For the visitor, Stockholm offers both old and new. Crawl through Europe’s best-preserved old warship and relax on a scenic harbor boat tour. Browse the cobbles and antique shops of the lantern-lit Old Town. Take a trip back in time at Skansen, Europe’s first and best open-air folk museum. Marvel at Stockholm’s glittering City Hall, slick shopping malls, and art museums. (Even “also ran” museums in this city rank high on the European scale.) Explore the funky vibrancy of the design-forward Södermalm district.


While progressive and sleek, Stockholm respects its heritage. In summer, military bands parade daily through the heart of town to the Royal Palace, announcing the changing of the guard and turning even the most dignified tourist into a scampering kid.
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With extra time, consider one or more Stockholm side trips, including the nearby royal residence, Drottningholm Palace; the cute town of Sigtuna; or the university town of Uppsala, with its grand cathedral, Linnaeus Garden and Museum, and Iron Age mounds (see the Near Stockholm chapter). Stockholm is also an ideal home base for cruising to island destinations in the city’s archipelago (see Stockholm’s Archipelago chapter).


PLANNING YOUR TIME


For most visitors, Stockholm is worth at least two days. For the busiest and best plan, I’d suggest this:


Day 1
















	10:00

	See the Vasa warship (movie and tour).






	12:00

	Tour the Skansen open-air museum and grab lunch there.






	14:30

	Visit the Swedish History Museum.






	16:30

	Follow my self-guided Modern City Walk from Kungsträdgården.






	18:00

	Dine at one of my recommended waterfront restaurants, or take a harbor dinner cruise.









Day 2
















	10:00

	Ride one of the city orientation bus tours (either the hop-on, hop-off or the bus tour from the Royal Opera House), or take the City Hall tour and climb its tower.






	12:15

	Catch the changing of the guard at the palace (13:15 on Sun).






	13:00

	Have lunch on Stortorget.






	14:00

	Tour the Royal Armory and follow my self-guided Gamla Stan Walk. (If time and budget allow, also consider the Nobel Prize Museum and/or Royal Palace sights.)






	18:30

	Explore Södermalm for dinner—it’s just across the locks from Gamla Stan—or take the Royal Canal boat tour (confirm last sailing time).
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Day 3


With more time, add a cruise through the scenic island archipelago (easy to do from Stockholm), visit the royal palace at Drottningholm, take a side trip to charming Sigtuna or Uppsala (see next two chapters), or spend more time in Stockholm (there’s plenty left to do and experience).


Orientation to Stockholm


Greater Stockholm’s two million residents live on 14 islands woven together by 54 bridges. Visitors need only concern themselves with these districts, most of which are islands:


Norrmalm is downtown, with hotels and shopping areas, and the combined train and bus station. Östermalm, to the east, is more residential.


Kungsholmen, the mostly suburban island across from Norrmalm, is home to City Hall and inviting lakefront eateries.


Gamla Stan is the Old Town island of winding, lantern-lit streets, antique shops, and classy cafés clustered around the Royal Palace. The adjacent Riddarholmen is similarly atmospheric, but much sleepier. The locks between Lake Mälaren (to the west) and the Baltic Sea (to the east) are at a junction called Slussen, just south of Gamla Stan on the way to Södermalm.


Skeppsholmen is the small, central, traffic-free park/island with the Museum of Modern Art and two fine youth hostels.


Djurgården is the park-island—Stockholm’s wonderful green playground, with many of the city’s top sights (bike rentals just over bridge as you enter island).


Södermalm, just south of the other districts, is sometimes called “Stockholm’s Brooklyn”—it’s young and creative. Apart from fine views and some good eateries, this residential island may be of less interest to those on a quick visit.


TOURIST INFORMATION


Stockholm’s helpful city-run TI—called Visit Stockholm—is downtown in the Kulturhuset, facing Sergels Torg (Mon-Fri 9:00-19:00—until 18:00 off-season, Sat until 16:00, Sun 10:00-16:00, Sergels Torg 3, T-bana: T-Centralen, +46 8 5082 8508, www.visitstockholm.com). There’s also a TI at the airport in terminal 5, where most international flights arrive (daily 7:00-21:00, +46 10 109 1000, www.swedavia.se).


Around town, you’ll also see the green i logo of Stockholm Info, run by a for-profit agency. While less helpful than the official TI, they hand out maps and brochures, and may be able to answer basic questions (locations include the train station’s main hall and Gamla Stan). They sell the pricey City Pass that covers transportation and a limited number of museums (www.stockholminfo.com).


Stockholm Pass: This pass covers entry to more than 40 Stockholm sights (including the Vasa Museum and the Royal Palace) as well as unlimited City Sightseeing hop-on, hop-off bus/boat tours, including boat tours to Drottningholm Palace and Sigtuna. It’s available in one-day (719 SEK) and multiday versions (up to 1,619 SEK/5-day pass), with an optional Travelcard transit add-on. The pass can save a busy sightseer time and money, but do the math to see if makes sense for your itinerary (www.stockholmpass.com).


ARRIVAL IN STOCKHOLM


For details on arriving in Stockholm by plane or boat, as well as info on taking the ferry to Tallinn or Helsinki, see “Stockholm Connections” at the end of this chapter.


By Train or Bus: Stockholm’s adjacent stations for trains (Centralstation) and buses (Cityterminalen), at the southwestern edge of Norrmalm, are a hive of services (including an unofficial Stockholm Info “TI”), eateries, shops, and exchange desks. From the train station, the bus station is up the escalators from the main hall and through a glassy atrium (lined with sales desks for bus companies and cruise lines). Those sailing to Estonia or Finland with Tallink Silja (Värtahamnen port) or Viking (Stadsgården port) can catch a shuttle from the bus terminal (www.batbussarna.se). Underground is the T-Centralen subway (T-bana) station—probably the easiest way to reach your hotel. Taxi stands are outside.
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The fastest way to connect the city and its airport is via the Arlanda Express shuttle train, which leaves from tracks 1 and 2 (follow Arlanda Express/airport train signs through the station; for details, see “Stockholm Connections—By Plane” at the end of this chapter).


By Car: Only a Swedish meatball would drive a car in Stockholm. Park it in one of the park-and-ride lots that ring the city and use public transit instead (see lot map at www.visitstockholm.com). Those sailing to Finland or Estonia should ask about long-term parking at the terminal when reserving tickets; to minimize the risk of theft and vandalism, pay extra for the most secure parking garage.


HELPFUL HINTS


Museum Admission: Entry to many of Stockholm’s fine state-owned museums swings from free (when left-leaning parties control the reins of government) to fee (when center-right parties are in charge). Ask locally for the latest.


Theft Alert: Even in Stockholm, when there are crowds, there are pickpockets (such as at the Royal Palace during the changing of the guard). Too-young-to-arrest teens are hard for local police to control.


Bookstore: The aptly named English Bookshop sells a variety of reading materials (including Swedish-interest books) in English (Mon-Fri 10:30-18:00, Sat until 16:00, Sun 12:00-16:00, in the Södermalm district at Södermannagatan 22—see “Stockholm” map for location, +46 8 790 5510).


Pharmacy: The C. W. Scheele 24-hour pharmacy is near the train station at Klarabergsgatan 64 (+46 77 145 0450; see “Stockholm” map for location).


Laundry: Tvättomaten is a rare find—the only self-service independent launderette in Stockholm (48-hour full-service available; open Mon-Fri 8:30-18:30—until 17:00 in July-mid-Aug, Sat 9:30-13:00, closed Sun; across from Gustav Vasa church, Västmannagatan 61 on Odenplan—see “Stockholm” map for location, T-bana: Odenplan, +46 8 346 480, www.tvattomaten.se).


GETTING AROUND STOCKHOLM


By Public Transit


Stockholm’s fine but pricey public transport network (Stockholm Transport, officially Storstockholms Lokaltrafik—but signed as SL) includes subway (Tunnelbana, called “T-bana”) and bus systems, and a single handy tram (#7) from the commercial center to the sights at Djurgården. The city is spread out, so most visitors will use public transport at some point. The subway is easy to figure out, but many sights are better served by bus. The main lines are listed on the back of the official city map. A more detailed system map is available free from subway ticket windows, SL Centers (info desks) in main stations, and TIs (transit info +46 8 600 1000, www.sl.se).
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Tickets: A single ride for subway, tram, or bus costs 38 SEK (up to 1.25 hours, including transfers); a 24-hour pass is 160 SEK, while a 72-hour pass is 315 SEK. Tickets are not sold on buses or the tram. All SL ticket sellers are clearly marked with a blue flag with the SL logo.


Locals and savvy tourists carry a blue SL-Access card, available for 20 SEK at ticket agents, subway and commuter rail stations, and SL Centers. To use the card, just touch it against the blue pad to enter the T-bana turnstile or when boarding a bus or tram. You can add value to the card at station machines or with a ticket agent.


It’s still possible to buy single-journey paper tickets (at Pressbyrån convenience stores inside almost every T-bana station, at self-service machines, and at some transit-ticket offices)—but it’s not worth the hassle.


Transit App: SL also has an easy-to-use ticketing app (search “SL-Stockholm” in app stores) that works with US credit cards. Use your phone to buy tickets and to enter the public transit system (for the T-bana, hold the phone to a scanner to enter the turnstile; for the bus or tram, show it to the driver).


By Harbor Shuttle Ferry


In summer, city ferries let you make a fun, practical, and scenic shortcut across the harbor to Djurgården Island. Boat #82 leaves from the southeast end of Gamla Stan, stops near the Museum of Modern Art on Skeppsholmen, then docks near the Gröna Lund amusement park on Djurgården; boat #80 departs from Nybroplan for Djurgården (38 SEK, covered by public-transit passes, 3-4/hour May-late Sept, 10-minute trip, www.sl.se). The private ferry Emelie also makes the journey from Nybroplan to Djurgården before continuing on to the Stadsgaden cruise quay (60 SEK, buy ticket onboard—credit cards only and SL app not valid, hourly, April-Sept roughly Mon-Fri 7:50-18:20, Sat-Sun 9:50-17:20, +46 8 731 0025, www.ressel.se). While buses and trams run between the same points more frequently, the ferry is more scenic and can be faster. The hop-on, hop-off boat tour also connects many of these stops (see “Tours in Stockholm,” below).
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Stockholm at a Glance


▲▲▲Skansen Europe’s first and best open-air folk museum, with more than 150 old homes, churches, shops, and schools. Hours: Park-opens daily at 10:00, closes at 22:00 late June-Aug and progressively earlier the rest of the year; historical buildings-generally 11:00-17:00, late June-Aug some until 19:00, most closed in winter.





▲▲▲Vasa Museum Ill-fated 17th-century warship dredged from the sea floor, now the showpiece of an interesting museum. Hours: Daily 8:30-18:00; Sept-May 10:00-17:00 except Wed until 20:00.





▲▲Military Parade and Changing of the Guard Punchy pomp starting near Nybroplan and finishing at Royal Palace outer courtyard. Hours: Daily, Sept-late April Wed and Sat-Sun only, start time varies with season but always at midday.





▲▲Royal Armory A fine collection of ceremonial medieval royal armor, historic and modern royal garments, and carriages, in the Royal Palace. Hours: Daily 11:00-17:00; Sept-April Tue-Sun 11:00-17:00, Thu until 20:00, closed Mon.





▲▲City Hall Gilt mosaic architectural jewel of Stockholm and site of Nobel Prize banquet, with tower offering the city’s best views. Hours: Required tours daily generally June-Aug hourly 10:00-14:00, fewer off-season.





▲▲Swedish History Museum Collection of artifacts spanning Sweden’s entire history, highlighted by fascinating Viking exhibit and Gold Room. Hours: Daily 10:00-17:00; Sept-May Tue-Sun 11:00-17:00, Wed until 20:00, closed Mon.





▲Kungsträdgården Stockholm’s lively central square, with life-size chess games, concerts, and perpetual action.





▲Sergels Torg Modern square with underground mall.





▲Nobel Prize Museum Star-studded tribute to some of the world’s most accomplished scientists, artists, economists, and politicians. Hours: Daily 9:00-20:00; Sept-May Tue 11:00-20:00, Wed-Fri until 17:00, Sat-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon.





▲Royal Palace Museums Complex of Swedish royal museums, the two best of which are the Royal Apartments and Royal Treasury. Hours: Daily 10:00-16:00, July-Aug from 9:00.





▲Museum of Medieval Stockholm Underground museum showing off parts of town wall King Gustav Vasa built in the 1530s. Hours: Tue-Sun 12:00-17:00, Wed until 20:00, closed Mon.





▲National Museum Convenient, crowd-free gallery with the works of Swedish masters, along with Rembrandt, Rubens, and Impressionists. Hours: Tue-Sun 11:00-17:00, Fri until 21:00, closed Mon.





▲Nordic Museum Danish Renaissance palace design and five fascinating centuries of traditional Swedish lifestyles. Hours: Daily 9:00-18:00; Sept-May 10:00-17:00, Wed until 20:00.





▲ABBA: The Museum Super-commercial and wildly-popular-with-ABBA-fans experience. Hours: Daily 9:00-19:00; Sept-May daily 10:00-18:00, Wed until 19:00.





▲Thielska Galleriet Enchanting waterside mansion with works of Scandinavian artists Larsson, Zorn, and Munch. Hours: Tue-Sun 12:00-17:00, closed Mon.





▲Fotografiska Fun photography museum focusing on contemporary and international work, with eye-popping views from its top-floor café. Hours: Daily 10:00-23:00.





▲Millesgården Dramatic cliffside museum and grounds featuring works of Sweden’s greatest sculptor, Carl Milles. Hours: Tue-Sun 11:00-17:00, closed Mon.






By Taxi or Uber



Stockholm is a good taxi town—provided you find a reputable cab with fair rates. Taxis are unregulated, so companies can charge whatever they like. Before hopping in a taxi, look carefully at the big yellow label that should be displayed prominently on the outside of the car (usually in the rear door window). The big number, on the right, shows the “highest unit price” (högsta järnförpriset) for a 10-kilometer ride that lasts 15 minutes; this number should be between 290 and 390 SEK—if it’s higher, move on. (You’re not obligated to take the first cab in line.) Most cabs charge a drop fee of about 45 SEK. Taxis with inflated rates tend to congregate at touristy places like the Vasa Museum or in Gamla Stan. I’ve been ripped off enough by cabs here to know: Take only “Taxi Stockholm 150000” cabs with the phone number (08 150 000) printed on the door. Be aware that other companies with higher rates are also called Taxi Stockholm, but you can tell them apart because of the different phone number. (Other reportedly honest companies include Taxi Kurir, +46 8 300 000, and Taxi 020, +46 8 850 0400.) Your hotel, restaurant, or museum can call a cab, which will generally arrive within minutes (no extra charge—the meter starts when you hop in).
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