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This book is dedicated to the humans who work tirelessly to help our cat friends.


Thank you for all that you do!
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INTRODUCTION


Some of you folks may know me as the Underwater Dogs guy. I obviously love dogs and have spent many years—full of curiosity and delight—chasing them around with a camera in hopes of better understanding why they are just so awesome. But you should know that before I was photographing dogs underwater I was photographing cats on land. That’s how my career as a photographer and author actually began.

While working at a Los Angeles movie studio in 2007, I became friends with the “cat people” who cared for the community of cats living on the studio backlot. They provided food and water for the kitties but also ensured they were spayed and neutered. Life was pretty good for these kitties, and the word got out, which inspired more to move in. Not surprisingly, baby cats began popping up. My “cat people” friends became a little overwhelmed, and I, having just acquired my first digital SLR camera, offered my photographic assistance, although at the time I wasn’t sure if I could truly help: I barely knew how to work the camera and had no idea how to work with cats.

One day, while a senior executive was out to lunch, we snuck the kittens into his office and let them pounce around on the furniture as I snapped candid pictures. And the pictures looked great! But let’s be honest: I think it’s impossible to take a bad picture of a kitten. Kittens are the cutest creatures on the planet!

Using the studio’s email network, we blasted out the kitten pics and info to our colleagues. Apparently the email network was not intended for this kind of message, but we thought surely we couldn’t get fired for helping kittens. And we were right. Not only did we keep our jobs, but because of the pictures, all the kittens were adopted within hours! It was at this moment that I realized the power of a photograph, and I became obsessed. I photographed another litter of homeless kittens. And then I started volunteering at the local animal shelter, photographing both cats and dogs, and then at another shelter, and then at shelters in different states, and then at shelters in different countries. 
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