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INTRODUCTION


This Snapshot guide, excerpted from my guidebook Rick Steves Scandinavia, introduces you to one of Europe’s most modern and progressive, yet traditional and welcoming nations—Denmark. To put it simply, this country is cute. It feels like a mini-golf course inhabited by happy blond gods and goddesses. Danes heartily embrace the concept of hygge, which means enjoying the cozy simplicity of everyday life—such as walking along a beach or sharing a picnic of smørrebrød (open-faced sandwiches) with a friend.


When you visit Denmark, you’ll discover that there’s a lot more to this happy country than Hans Christian Andersen stories, sweet breakfast pastries, and rolling farmlands. Start with the livable Danish capital, Copenhagen. This vibrant city hosts The Little Mermaid sculpture, the old-time Tivoli Gardens amusement park, and Renaissance King Christian IV’s Rosenborg Castle. Wander down the irresistible, shop-lined pedestrian street called Strøget to the colorful little harbor of Nyhavn. Gawk at the eye-opening hippie enclave at Christiania and get an earful of the city’s thriving jazz scene.


Beyond the capital, make time for the rest of Denmark—rugged islands, salty harbors, and windswept sandy coasts. From Copenhagen you can easily side-trip to nearby Roskilde to see millennium-old Viking ships, or head to Frederiksborg Castle to tour Denmark’s “Versailles.” Farther afield, the isle of Ærø is a time-warp experience, transporting you back into a pleasant 18th-century town where you can unwind in an utterly authentic Danish environment. In Odense, check out the slick and engaging Hans Christian Andersen House. Then head north to Jutland and Aarhus—Denmark’s “second city”—with its open-air folk museum and wildly contemporary ARoS art museum. And for families, no trip to Denmark is complete without a visit to the original Legoland amusement park in Billund.


To help you have the best trip possible, I’ve included the following topics in this book:


• Planning Your Time, with advice on how to make the most of your limited time


• Orientation, including tourist information offices (abbreviated as TI), tips on public transportation, local tour options, and helpful hints


• Sights, with ratings and strategies for meaningful and efficient visits


• Sleeping and Eating, with good-value recommendations in every price range


• Connections, with tips on trains, buses, boats, and driving


And near the end of this book, Practicalities has information on money, staying connected, hotel reservations, transportation, and other helpful advice.


To travel smartly, read this little book in its entirety before you go. It’s my hope that this guide will make your trip more meaningful and rewarding. Traveling like a temporary local, you’ll get the absolute most out of every mile, minute, and dollar.


God rejse! Happy travels!
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DENMARK



Danmark


Denmark is by far the smallest of the Scandinavian countries, but in the 16th century, it was the largest: At one time, Denmark ruled all of Norway and the three southern provinces of Sweden. Danes are proud of their mighty history and are the first to remind you that they were a lot bigger and a lot stronger in the good old days. And yet, they’re a remarkably mellow, well-adjusted lot—organized without being uptight, and easygoing with a delightfully wry sense of humor.


[image: image]


In the 10th century, before its heyday as a Scan-superpower, Denmark was, like Norway and Sweden, home to the Vikings. More than anything else, these fierce warriors were known for their great shipbuilding, which enabled them to travel far. Denmark’s Vikings journeyed west to Great Britain and Ireland (where they founded Dublin) and brought back various influences, including Christianity.


Denmark is composed of many islands and a peninsula (Jutland) that juts up from northern Germany. Denmark also has two territories—Greenland and the Faroe Islands—both far to the west and largely autonomous.
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Denmark’s two main islands are Zealand (Sjælland in Danish), where Copenhagen is located, and Funen (Fyn in Danish), where Hans Christian Andersen (or, as Danes call him, simply “H. C.”) was born. Out of the hundreds of smaller islands, ship-in-bottle-cute Æro is my favorite. The Danish landscape is gentle compared with the dramatic fjords, mountains, and vast lakes of other Scandinavian nations. Danes (not to mention Swedes and Norwegians) like to joke about the flat Danish landscape, saying that you can stand on a case of beer and see from one end of the country to the other. Denmark’s highest point in Jutland is only 560 feet above sea level, and no part of the country is more than 30 miles from the sea.


In contrast to the rest of Scandinavia, much of Denmark is arable. The landscape consists of rolling hills, small thatched-roof farmhouses, beech forests, and whitewashed churches with characteristic stairstep gables. Red brick, which was a favorite material of the nation-building King Christian IV (1588–1648), is everywhere—especially in major civic buildings such as city halls and train stations.
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Danes are mainly of Scandinavian descent, with immigrants—mostly Turkish, Polish, Syrian, German, and Iraqi—making up 14 percent of the population. Greenland is home to the indigenous Inuit, and the Faroe Islands to people of Nordic heritage. Most Danes speak both Danish and English, with a small minority speaking German, Inuit, or Faroese.


The population is 75 percent Protestant (mostly Evangelical Lutheran), but only a small minority attend church regularly. The majority are ethnic Danes, and many (but certainly not all) of them have the stereotypical blond hair and blue eyes. Two out of three Danes have last names ending in “-sen.” The assimilation of ethnic groups into this homogeneous society, which began in earnest in the 1980s, is a source of some controversy. But in general, most Danes have a live-and-let-live attitude and enjoy one of the highest standards of living in the world. Taxes are high in this welfare state, but education is free and medical care highly subsidized. Generous parental leave extends to both men and women.




Denmark Almanac


Official Name: Kongeriget Danmark—the Kingdom of Denmark—or simply Denmark.


Size: At 16,600 square miles, Denmark is roughly twice the size of Massachusetts. Its population is 5.8 million.


Geography: Denmark includes the Jutland peninsula in northern Europe. Situated between the North Sea and the Baltic Sea, it shares a 42-mile border with Germany. In addition to Greenland and the Faroe Islands, Denmark also encompasses over 400 islands (78 of which are inhabited). Altogether Denmark has 4,544 miles of coastline. The mainland is mostly flat, and nearly two-thirds of the land is cultivated.


Latitude and Longitude: 56°N and 10°E, similar latitude to northern Alberta, Canada.


Biggest Cities: Denmark’s capital city, Copenhagen (pop. 1.3 million), is located on the island of Zealand (Sjælland). Aarhus (on the mainland) has 277,000, and Odense (on Funen/Fyn) has 179,000.


Economy: Denmark’s modern economy is holding its own, with a gross domestic product of just over $350 billion. Denmark’s top exports include pharmaceuticals, machinery, and food products. It is also one of the world’s leaders in exports of wind turbine technology. The GDP per capita is about $58,000.


Government: Denmark is a parliamentary constitutional monarchy. King Frederik X is the head of state, but the head of government is the prime minister, a post elected every four years. The 179-member parliament (Folketinget) is elected every four years.


Flag: Red with a white cross.
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The Average Dane is 42 years old, has 1.8 children, and will live to be 81. Danes get five weeks of paid vacation per year and routinely rank among the happiest people in the world.





Denmark, one of the most environmentally conscious European countries, is a front-runner in renewable energy, recycling, and organic farming. You’ll see lots of modern windmills dotting the countryside. Wind power accounts for 53 percent of Denmark’s energy today. By 2030, the country hopes to free itself completely from its dependence on fossil fuels. About 60 percent of waste is recycled. In grocery stores, organic products are shelved right alongside nonorganic ones—for the same price.
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Denmark’s Queen Margrethe II reigned for 52 years before announcing at the end of 2023 that she would abdicate her role and hand the throne to her son, Frederik. A very popular and talented woman, Margrethe designs coins, stamps, and book illustrations in addition to her royal duties (she still holds the title of Queen Margrethe). Her son, now King Frederik X, married Australian Mary Donaldson in 2004, who is the first Australian-born queen and is also popular with Danes (she committed to learning Danish before they were married). The birth of their son Christian, now Crown Prince and heir to the throne, in 2005 was cause for a national celebration (the couple have four children). Danes gather around the TV on New Year’s Eve to hear the monarch’s annual speech to the nation.
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The Danes are proud of their royal family and of the flag, a white cross on a red background. Legend says it fell from the sky during a 13th-century battle in Estonia, making it Europe’s oldest continuously used flag. You’ll see it everywhere—decorating cakes, on clothing, or fluttering in the breeze atop government buildings. It’s as much a decorative symbol as a patriotic one.


You’ll also notice that the Danes have an odd fixation on two animals: elephants and polar bears, both of which are symbols of national (especially royal) pride. The Order of the Elephant is the highest honor that the Danish monarch can bestow on someone; if you see an emblematic elephant, you know somebody very important is involved. And the polar bear represents the Danish protectorate of Greenland—a welcome reminder to Danes that their nation is more than just Jutland and a bunch of flat little islands.




Denmark Sleep and Restaurant Codes


Denmark’s currency is the Danish kroner (7 DKK = about $1)


Sleep Code
















	$$$$

	
Splurge: Most rooms over 1,800 DKK






	$$$

	
Pricier: 1,500-1,800 DKK






	$$

	
Moderate: 1,100-1,500






	$

	
Budget: 750-1,100 DKK






	¢

	
Backpacker: Under 750 DKK






	RS%

	Rick Steves discount









Restaurant Code
















	$$$$

	
Splurge: Most mains over 225 DKK






	$$$

	
Pricier: 150-225 DKK






	$$

	
Moderate: 110-150 DKK






	$

	
Budget: Under 110 DKK












From an early age, Danes develop a passion for soccer. You may see red-and-white-clad fans singing on their way to a match. Despite the country’s small size, the Danish national team does well in international competition. Other popular sports include sailing, cycling, badminton, and team handball.


The Danish language, with its three extra vowels (Æ, Ø, and Å), is notoriously difficult for foreigners to pronounce. Even seemingly predictable consonants can be tricky. For example, the letter “d” is often dropped, so the word gade (street)—which you’ll see, hear, and say constantly—is pronounced “gah-eh.” Luckily for us, most Danes also speak English and are patient with thick-tongued foreigners. Danes have playful fun teasing tourists who make the brave attempt to say Danish words. The hardest phrase, rød grød med fløde (a delightful red fruit porridge topped with cream), is nearly impossible for a non-Dane to pronounce. Ask a local to help you.


Sample Denmark’s sweet treats at one of the many bakeries you’ll see. The pastries that we call “Danish” in the US are called wienerbrød in Denmark. Bakeries line their display cases with several varieties of wienerbrød and other delectable sweets. Try kringle, snegle, or Napoleonshatte, or find your own favorite. (Chances are it will be easier to enjoy than to pronounce.) To learn about two of Denmark’s great cheap eats, the open-faced sandwich (smørrebrød) and the hot dog (pølse), see here and here.
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For a selection of useful Danish survival phrases, see the next page. Two important words to know are skål (“cheers,” a ritual always done with serious eye contact) and hyggelig (pronounced HEW-geh-lee), meaning warm and cozy. Danes treat their home like a sanctuary and spend a great deal of time improving their gardens and houses—inside and out. Cozying up one’s personal space (a national obsession) is something the Danes do best. If you have the opportunity, have some Danes adopt you during your visit so you can enjoy their warm hospitality.


Heaven to a Dane is returning home after a walk in a beloved beech forest to enjoy open-faced sandwiches washed down with beer among good friends. Around the hyggelig candlelit table, there will be a spirited discussion of the issues of the day, plenty of laughter, and probably a few good-natured jokes about the Swedes or Norwegians. Skål!



Danish Survival Phrases



The Danes tend to say words quickly and clipped. In fact, many short vowels end in a “glottal stop”—a very brief vocal break immediately following the vowel. While I haven’t tried to indicate these in the phonetics, you can listen for them in Denmark...and (try to) imitate. Three unique Danish vowels are æ (sounds like the e in “egg”), ø (sounds like the German ö—purse your lips and say “oh”), and å (sounds like the o in “bowl”). The letter r is not rolled—it’s pronounced farther back in the throat, almost like a w. The d at the end of a word sounds almost like our th; for example, mad (food) sounds like “math.” In the phonetics, ī sounds like the long i sound in “light,” and bolded syllables are stressed.
















	Hello. (formal)

	Goddag.    goh-day







	Hi. / Bye. (informal)

	Hej. / Hej-hej.    hī / hī-hī







	Yes. / No.

	Ja. / Nej.    yah / nī







	Please. (May I?)*

	Kan jeg?    kahn yī







	Please. (Can you?)*

	Kan du?    kahn doo






	Please. (Would you?)*

	Vil du?    veel doo






	Thank you (very much).

	(Tusind) tak.    (too-sin) tack






	You’re welcome.

	Selv tak.    sehl tack






	Can I help (you)?

	Kan jeg hjælpe (dig)?    kahn yī yehl-peh (dī)






	Excuse me. (to pass)

	Undskyld mig.    oon-skewl mī







	Excuse me. (Can you help me?)

	Kan du hjælpe mig?    kahn doo yehl-peh mī







	(Very) good.

	(Meget) godt.    (mī-ehl) goht






	Goodbye.

	Farvel.    fah-vehl







	zero / one / two

	nul / en / to    nool / een / toh






	three / four

	tre / fire    tray / feer






	five / six

	fem / seks    fehm / sehks






	seven / eight

	syv / otte    syew / oh-deh






	nine / ten

	ni / ti    nee / tee






	hundred

	hundrede    hoo-nuh






	thousand

	tusind    too-sin






	How much?

	Hvor meget?    vor mī-ehl






	local currency (Danish) crown

	(Danske) kroner    (dahn-skeh) kroh-neh






	Where is...?

	Hvor er...?    vor ehr






	…the toilet

	...toilettet    toy-leh-teht






	men / women

	herrer / damer    hehr-ah / day-mah






	water / coffee

	vand / kaffe    van / kah-feh






	beer / wine

	øl / vin    uhl / veen






	Cheers!

	Skål!    skohl






	Can I have the bill?

	Kan jeg få regningen?    kahn yī foh rī-ning-ehn









*Because Danish has no single word for “please,” they approximate that sentiment by asking “May I?,” “Can you?,” or “Would you?,” depending on the context.
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COPENHAGEN


København


Copenhagen, Denmark’s capital, is the gateway to Scandinavia. It’s an improbable combination of corny Danish clichés, well-dressed executives having a business lunch amid cutting-edge contemporary architecture, and some of the funkiest counterculture in Europe. And yet, it all just works so tidily together. In wonderful, wonderful Copenhagen, like in so many great European cities, it’s a joy to simply wander and be inspired by the different ways a city can be designed for its people. Rather than parking spots, Copenhagen says, why not have a harbor promenade with built-in trampolines for passers-by to enjoy? (It can be done!)
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A busy day cruising the canals, rambling through the palace, and taking an old-town walk will give you your historical bearings. Then, after another day strolling the Strøget (STROY-et, Europe’s first and greatest pedestrian shopping mall), biking the canals, and sampling the Danish good life (including a gooey “Danish” pastry), you’ll feel right at home. Live it up in Scandinavia’s least expensive and most fun-loving capital.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


A first visit deserves a minimum of two days and three nights. Note that many sights are closed on Monday.


Day 1


Catch a 9:30 city walking tour with Richard Karpen. After lunch, catch the relaxing canal-boat tour out to The Little Mermaid and back. Enjoy the rest of the afternoon tracing Denmark’s cultural roots in the National Museum and visiting the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek art gallery (Impressionists and Danish artists). Spend the evening strolling with Copenhageners as you follow my Copenhagen City Walk.


Day 2


At 10:00, go Neoclassical at Thorvaldsen’s Museum, and tour the royal reception rooms at the adjacent Christiansborg Palace. After a smørrebrød lunch, see Rosenborg Castle, with Denmark’s crown jewels, in the afternoon. Spend the evening at Tivoli Gardens.


More Evening Options


During a busy trip, Christiania—the hippie squatters’ community—with its fun eateries and music vibe, fits best in the evening. Christiania is not for everyone. But it’s worth considering if you’re intrigued by alternative lifestyles. If that’s not your thing, a good option is to take a boat across the harbor to the fun food and culture district called Refshaleøen (see my Copenhagen Harbor Boat Tour).
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Orientation to Copenhagen


Copenhagen is huge (with 1.3 million people), but for most visitors, the walkable core is the diagonal axis formed by the train station, Tivoli Gardens, Rådhuspladsen (City Hall Square), and the Strøget pedestrian street, ending at the colorful old Nyhavn sailors’ harbor. Bubbling with street life, colorful pedestrian zones, and most of the city’s sightseeing, the Strøget is fun. But be sure to also get off this main drag and explore. Doing things by bike or on foot, you’ll stumble upon charming bits of Copenhagen that many travelers miss.


Outside the old city center are four areas of interest to tourists:


To the north are Rosenborg Castle and Amalienborg Palace, with The Little Mermaid nearby. Across the harbor from The Little Mermaid is Refshaleøen, a fun food and culture district. South of Refshaleøen, east of the center, are Christianshavn (Copenhagen’s “Little Amsterdam” district) and the alternative enclave of Christiania.


Finally, to the west (behind the train station) is Vesterbro, a young and trendy part of town with lots of cafés, bars, and boutiques; the hip Meatpacking District (Kødbyen); and the Carlsberg brewery (plus the picnic-friendly Frederiksberg Park).


Many of these sights are walkable from the Strøget, but going by bike, Metro, boat, or bus can be more efficient. In good weather, the city is an absolute delight by bike. Nearly anything in the town center is within a 10-minute pedal (faster than taking a taxi).




The Story of Copenhagen


If you study your map carefully, you can read the history of Copenhagen in today’s street plan. København (“Merchants’ Harbor”) was born on the little island of Slotsholmen—today home to Christiansborg Palace—in 1167. What was Copenhagen’s medieval moat is now a string of pleasant lakes and parks, including Tivoli Gardens. You can still make out some of the zigzag pattern of the moats and ramparts in the city’s greenbelt.
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Many of these fortifications, and several other landmarks, were built by Denmark’s most memorable king. You need to remember only one character in Copenhagen’s history: Christian IV. Ruling from 1588 to 1648, he was Denmark’s Renaissance king and a royal party animal (see the “King Christian IV” sidebar, later). The personal energy of this “Builder King” sparked a golden age when Copenhagen prospered and many of the city’s grandest buildings were erected. In the 17th century, Christian IV extended the city fortifications to the north, doubling the size of the city, while adding a grid plan of streets and his Rosenborg Castle. This “new town” was the district around the Amalienborg Palace.


In 1850, Copenhagen’s 140,000 residents all lived within this defensive system. Building in the no-man’s-land outside the walls was only allowed with the understanding that in the event of an attack, you’d burn your dwellings to clear the way for a good defense.


Most of the city’s historic buildings still in existence were built within the medieval walls, but conditions became too crowded, and outbreaks of disease forced Copenhagen to spread outside the walls. Ultimately those walls were torn down and replaced with “rampart streets” that define today’s city center: Vestervoldgade (literally, “West Rampart Street”), Nørrevoldgade (“North”), and Østervoldgade (“East”). The fourth side is the harbor and the island of Slotsholmen, where København was born.





TOURIST INFORMATION


Copenhagen’s TI, which bills itself as “Wonderful Copenhagen,” is a blatantly for-profit company providing information only about businesses that pay hefty fees. While staff can answer basic questions, it’s worthwhile mostly for its big racks of brochures and free publications including the Guide to Buses, Train & Metro map, and the tourist newspaper Copenhagen Post. You can pick up a free city map just as easily at many hotels and other places in town (TI open July-Aug Mon-Fri 9:00-18:00, Sat-Sun until 16:00; Sept-June Mon-Fri 9:00-16:00, Sat-Sun 10:00-15:00; Vesterbrogade 4B, just up the street from the main exit of train station—across from the towering Radisson Blu Royal Hotel, good Lagkagehuset bakery in building; second location in Central Station; +45 70 22 24 42, www.visitcopenhagen.com).
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Copenhagen Card: This card includes entry to virtually all sights in the city (including expensive Tivoli Gardens and Rosenborg Castle) and all local transportation in all zones of the greater Copenhagen area. It can save busy sightseers some money and the hassle of choosing the right transportation pass. If you plan to visit a lot of sights (especially those with steep entry prices) and will travel to nearby destinations such as Kronborg Castle and Roskilde Cathedral, do the math to see if buying this pass adds up (459 DKK/24 hours, 679 DKK/48 hours, 839 DKK/72 hours, 979 DKK/96 hours, 1,099 DKK/120 hours; sold at the TI, online, and some hotels; www.copenhagencard.com). For a little more money, you can get the HOP version, which includes the Strömma Hop-On, Hop-Off bus tour (see here).


ARRIVAL IN COPENHAGEN


By Train


The main train station, Hovedbanegården (HOETH-bahn-gorn; look for København H on signs and schedules), is called Central Station on English maps and signage. It’s a temple of travel and a hive of travel-related activity (and 24-hour thievery). Kiosks and fast-food eateries cluster in the middle of the main arrivals hall. From the main entrance, the ticket office is at the back of the station (Mon-Fri 7:00-20:00, Sat-Sun 8:00-18:00) and can help you buy tickets or make reservations for an upcoming high-speed train trip (required even of rail-pass holders).
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Within the station, you’ll find baggage storage (go down stairs marked Bagagecenter at back of station; lockers and checkroom/garderobe both open long hours daily); pay WCs (credit cards only, right side of station); a branch of the recommended Lagkagehuset bakery (front of station); and lots more. At both the front and the back of the station, you’ll find ATMs.


The tracks at the back of the station (tracks 9-12) are for the suburban train (S-tog). The Metro entry is out back (follow M signs).


Getting into Town: If you want to get right to sightseeing, you’re within easy walking distance of downtown. Just exit the front door, and you’ll run into one of the entrances for Tivoli Gardens; if you go around Tivoli’s left side and up a couple of blocks, you’ll be at Rådhuspladsen, where my Copenhagen City Walk begins.


Hotels are scattered far and wide around town. It’s best to get arrival instructions from your hotelier, but if you’re on your own, here are some tips:


To reach hotels behind the station, slip out the back door—just go down the stairs at the back of the station marked Reventlowsgade.


For hotels near Nørreport, ride the S-tog from the station two stops to Nørreport, or catch the Metro. For hotels near Nyhavn, take the Metro three stops to Kongens Nytorv, within a few minutes’ walk of Nyhavn.


Note: If you’re staying near Nørreport (or near Nyhavn, an easy Metro connection from Nørreport), check the train schedule carefully; many local trains (such as those from the airport and some from Roskilde) continue through Central Station to Nørreport Station, saving you an extra step.


By Plane, Boat, or Cruise Ship


See “Copenhagen Connections” at the end of this chapter.


HELPFUL HINTS


Book Ahead: For Rosenborg Castle, Meet the Danes, the community dinner at Folkehuset Absalon, and any fine-dining restaurants, book in advance to avoid long lines and/or disappointment. To climb the tower at Our Savior’s Church in summer you must make online reservations in advance. If you plan to take the overnight boat to Oslo (or drive onto any ferry), make reservations—especially in summer and on weekends. For the Copenhagen-Oslo overnight ferry, contact DFDS or visit the DSB Rejsebureau at Central Station (see here).


Money: Credit cards are rapidly replacing cash in Denmark.


Blue Monday: As you plan, remember that most sights close on Monday, with these exceptions: Christiansborg Palace (closed Mon Oct-April), City Hall, Rosenborg Castle (closed Mon off-season), Round Tower, Royal Library, Our Savior’s Church, Tivoli Gardens (generally closed late Sept-late March), both Harbor Baths (closed Oct-May), and various tours (canal, bus, walking, and bike). You can explore Christiania, but Monday is its rest day so it’s unusually quiet and some restaurants are closed.


Festivals: The Copenhagen Jazz Festival—10 days in early July—puts the town in a rollicking slide-trombone mood. The Danes are Europe’s jazz enthusiasts, and this music festival fills the town with happiness (www.jazz.dk). There’s also a winter jazz festival in February. The Copenhagen Summer Festival brings chamber music to Charlottenborg Palace every August (www.copenhagensummerfestival.dk).


Pharmacies: Steno Apotek is across from the train station (open 24 hours, Vesterbrogade 6C, +45 33 14 82 66). Kongelig Hof Apotek is at the other end of town, between Nyhavn and Amalienborg Palace (closed Sun, Store Kongensgade 45, +45 33 14 11 68). For locations, see the “Copenhagen” map, earlier.


Laundry: You’ll find a coin-op laundry (møntvask) near Nørreport (50 yards from Ibsens Hotel at Nansensgade 84), and another several blocks west of my train-station-area hotel listings at Flensborggade 20 (both daily 7:00-21:00, see the “Copenhagen” map, earlier, for locations). Vaskel is wash, tørring is dry, and sæbe is soap.


GETTING AROUND COPENHAGEN


By Public Transit


It’s easy to navigate Copenhagen, with its fine Metro, buses, harbor boats, and S-tog (a suburban train system with stops in the city). Pick up the Guide to Buses, Train & Metro map at the TI for an overview of all your public transit options or see DinOffentligeTransport.dk. For a helpful website that covers public transport (nationwide) in English, consult Rejseplanen.dk.


Tickets and Passes: Tickets and City Passes can be purchased with the Copenhagen DOT mobile app or at train and Metro station ticket machines. Bus fares can also be paid with cash onboard.
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The same tickets are used throughout the system. A 24-DKK, two-zone ticket gets you an hour’s travel within the city center. Traveling to or from the airport requires a three-zone ticket (30 DKK). To bring a bike onboard a train or bus you’ll need an additional 15-DKK ticket.


If you plan to ride transit exclusively in central Copenhagen, the City Pass Small is a good value—and it covers the trip from the airport (80 DKK/24 hours, 150 DKK/48 hours, 200 DKK/72 hours, covers zones 1-4). If you’ll be traveling to outlying sights too, including Roskilde, Frederiksborg Castle, Louisiana Art Museum, or Kronborg Castle, consider the City Pass Large (160 DKK/24 hours, 300 DKK/48 hours, 400 DKK/72 hours, covers all travel zones).


The Copenhagen Card is some travelers’ best choice for its sheer convenience. It covers all public transportation in the greater Copenhagen area (including to Roskilde, Frederiksborg Castle, Louisiana Art Museum, etc.), canal-boat tours, and admission to nearly all major sights (see “Tourist Information,” earlier).


Metro: Copenhagen’s Metro is simple, futuristic, and usually the fastest way to get around. The Metro connects the airport with many stops within the city center: Nørreport (near Rosenborg Castle), Østerport, Marmorkirken (near Amalienborg Palace), Kongens Nytorv (near Nyhavn and the Strøget’s north end), Gammel Strand (near Slotsholmen Island), Rådhuspladsen, Central Station, and Christianshavn. Nearly all recommended hotels are within walking distance of Central Station or one of these stops. For details on the Metro, including route maps, see http://intl.m.dk.
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Buses: Buses serve many of the major sights in town every three to ten minutes during the day. Night buses are indicated by N on bus stop signs and run at least every 20 minutes (more frequent Fri-Sat). There’s also a floating Harbor Bus (described on here).


Bus lines that end with “A” (such as #2A) use quiet, eco-friendly, electric buses that are smaller than normal buses, allowing access into the narrower streets of the old town. Among these, #2A is particularly useful, connecting Refshaleøen, Christianshavn, Central Station, Rådhuspladsen in the city center, and then onward to points west.


Other, non-“A” buses, which are bigger and tend to be more direct, can be faster for some trips:


Bus #23 runs a handy route right through the main tourist zone, from Central Station/Tivoli to Østerport station with stops at Rådhuspladsen, Stormbroen (National Museum), Gammel Strand, and Kongens Nytorv (near Nyhavn).


Bus #26 runs from Central Station/Tivoli to Nyhavnbroen (near Nyhavn).


Bus #27 runs from the cruise ports of Oceankaj and Langelinie to the Østerport station, with a stop on Indiakaj, near The Little Mermaid.



[image: image]



Buses #31 and #37 run from Central Station to Christianshavn.


By Boat: The hop-on, hop-off Harbor Bus (Havnebus) boat stops at the Royal Library (near Christiansborg Palace), Christianshavn (near Knippels Bridge), Refshaleøen, Nyhavn, the Opera House, and the Nordre Toldbod cruise-ship pier, which is a short walk from The Little Mermaid. The boat is part of the city bus system (lines #991 and #992) and covered by the tickets described earlier (runs 7:00-19:00). See my “Copenhagen Harbor Boat Tour” on here to take a do-it-yourself harbor cruise or consider a guided cruise (described later, under “Tours in Copenhagen”).


S-tog Train: The S-tog is basically a commuter line that links stations on the main train line through Copenhagen; for those visiting the city, the most important stops are Central Station and Nørreport (where it ties into the Metro system). Note that while rail passes are valid on the S-tog, it’s probably not worth using a travel day. The S-tog is very handy for reaching many of the outlying sights described in the Near Copenhagen chapter.


By Taxi


Taxis are plentiful, easy to call or flag down, and pricey (39-DKK pickup charge and then about 10 DKK/kilometer—higher in evenings and on weekends). For a short ride, four people spend about the same by taxi as by bus. Calling +45 35 35 35 35 will get you a taxi within minutes...with the meter already well on its way. Because of the strong taxi union, Uber does not operate in Copenhagen.


By Bike


Cyclists see more, save time and money, and really feel like locals. With a bike, you have Copenhagen at your command. I’d rather have a bike than a car and driver at my disposal. Virtually every street has a dedicated bike lane (complete with bike signal lights). Warning: Police routinely issue hefty tickets to anyone riding on sidewalks or through pedestrian zones. Note also that bikes can’t be parked just anywhere. Observe others and park your bike among other bikes. The simple built-in lock that binds the back tire is adequate.
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Renting a Bike: Your best bet for renting a bike is often your hotelier: Many rent (or loan) decent bikes at fair rates to guests.


Rosenborg Cykler, near Nørreport Station, rents three-gear bikes and helmets (Mon-Fri 8:30-18:00, Sat 10:00-15:00, closed Sun; Rosenborggade 3K—for location see the “Copenhagen” map, earlier; +45 20 44 55 57, www.rosenborgcykler.dk).


Donkey Republic’s orange bikes, which you’ll see all over the city, are easy to rent with the company’s app (www.donkey.bike).


Tours in Copenhagen


ON FOOT


Copenhagen is an ideal city to get to know by foot. You have several good tour options. For Christiania tours, see the listing on here.



▲▲Hans Christian Andersen Tours by Richard Karpen



Once upon a time, American Richard Karpen visited Copenhagen and fell in love with the city. Now, dressed as writer Hans Christian Andersen in a 19th-century top hat and long coat, he leads 1.5-hour tours that wander in and out of buildings, courtyards, and back streets of the old town. Along the one-mile route, he gives an entertaining background on the history, culture, and contemporary life of Denmark (150 DKK, cash only, kids under 12 free; departs from outside the TI, near Central Station at Vesterbrogade 4B; mid-May-mid-Sept Mon-Sat at 9:30, none on Sun; no reservations—just show up). Richard departs promptly—if you miss him look for the tour at the next stop at Rådhuspladsen. He also offers private city, Rosenborg Castle, and National History Museum tours (price varies, May-Sept, +45 91 61 95 02, www.copenhagenwalks.com, copenhagenwalks@yahoo.com). For more about Hans Christian Andersen, see here.
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▲City Walks by Red Badge Guides



Four local female guides work together to give two-hour English-language city tours. Their walks mix the city’s highlights, back lanes, history, art, and contemporary social issues, and finish at Amalienborg Palace around noon for the changing of the guard (150 DKK, cash only, May-Sept Fri-Sat at 10:00, departs from TI at Vesterbrogade 4B, just show up, +45 20 92 23 87, www.redbadgeguides.dk, redbadgeguides@gmail.com). They also offer private tours year-round upon request (1,825 DKK/2-3 hours, 3,925 DKK/day).




Copenhagen at a Glance


▲▲▲Tivoli Gardens Copenhagen’s classic amusement park, with rides, music, food, and other fun. Hours: April-mid-Sept Mon-Thu 11:00-22:00 or 23:00, Fri-Sat until 24:00; also open daily 11:00-22:00 mid-Oct-early Nov and mid-Nov-New Year’s Day.





▲▲▲National Museum History of Danish civilization with tourable 19th-century Victorian Apartment. Hours: Museum—daily 10:00-18:00, Oct-May Tue-Sun 10:00-17:00, closed Mon; Victorian Apartment—English tours June-July Sat-Sun at 12:30, Danish tours year-round Sat-Sun at 11:00, 12:00, and 14:00.





▲▲▲Rosenborg Castle and Treasury Renaissance castle of larger-than-life “warrior king” Christian IV. Hours: Daily 10:00-17:00; Nov-March Tue-Sun 10:00-16:00, closed Mon.





▲▲▲Christiania Colorful counterculture squatters’ colony. Hours: Guided tours at 15:00 (daily July-Aug, only Sat-Sun rest of year).





▲▲Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek Denmark’s top art gallery, featuring Egyptians, Greeks, Etruscans, French, and Danes. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-17:00, Thu until 21:00, closed Mon.





▲▲Christiansborg Palace Royal reception rooms with dazzling tapestries. Hours: Daily 10:00-17:00, Oct-April closed Mon (and may close for royal events); stables and carriage museum open 13:30-16:00—longer hours possible July-Aug; palace chapel open daily 10:00-18:00 in July, otherwise open Sun until 17:00, closed Mon-Sat.





▲▲Thorvaldsen’s Museum Works of the Danish Neoclassical sculptor. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-17:00, closed Mon.





▲City Hall Copenhagen’s landmark, packed with Danish history and symbolism and topped with a tower. Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00-16:00, Sat 9:30-13:00, closed Sun.





▲Museum of Copenhagen The best city history museum in town. Hours: Daily 9:00-18:00, Thu until 21:00.





▲Amalienborg Museum Quick and intimate look at Denmark’s royal family. Hours: Daily 10:00-17:00, until 16:00 and closed Mon off-season.





▲Museum of Danish Resistance Chronicle of Denmark’s struggle against the Nazis. Hours: Daily 10:00-17:00, Sept-April closed Mon.





▲Rosenborg Gardens Park surrounding Rosenborg Castle, filled with statues and statuesque Danes. Hours: Daily until dusk.





▲National Gallery of Denmark Good Danish and Modernist collections. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Wed until 20:00, closed Mon.



OEBPS/graphics/008_01_02h_pastry_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/007_01_02v_windpower_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/006_02_02h_flag_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/common01.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/016_01_03h_hovedbanegarden_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/014_01_copenhagen_sc.jpg
Copenhagen

@ Pharmacy (2)

@ Launderette (2)

© Bike Rental

O Bike Copenhagen with Mike
© To Folkehuset Absalon

To Oceank
7 &Frihavn
Crulse Terminal
. INDIAR

Holmens
Kirkegard

IONAL GALLERY - NYBODER
OF DENMARK
N&RRE BRO
Blagards See Copenhagen City Walk detail map
‘VQ M:ma’ﬂrk&ﬁmq
Q' MARE
CNURCH LIEI ‘
NERREFOR‘( A
(ul- - Amalie-
Rogl, _STATION Ml A haven,
“ORis vin
¢ 2
forn 5 NYHAVN %
A Nytory =
4 ¥ CKT Yve o
e oS
: \ L@
}« £ Posv% \M
D,
ANASVE g
4
2 $
S
5 g 2
I
2 FRE
I Ei
I )’
5 BORGPALA
Q SLOTSHOLL
DANISM A
4 > K
'\A;:El w, £ 2 e 5 o3 OUR 3 f
Frederikberg Ve AN & 2 2 P éVlOKS o (TUSHER
i 0% SR CHURCH. SIREET,
CoRn 2 Ftreblans- Chyistians-
2 % / ¢ 4 ‘havas Torv
“—To o S T/ N2
Carlsberg L oh IINZIIR w"&
Brewery &S S D 7 X g
Y () 59 2\ e > ANGESR o ame % ke CopenHill
VYVESTERBRO & (Y 4 % Py =
3
B VERMLANDS:
: GAbE
T 32
©, O
@ o \
S) B3 Flaeske- 200 Met:
R e tomvet g Blip l—"_m
Q3 Alrport
< WHITE / X 7 200 Yards'
e ok To Havnebadet & Sweden’
pad 2} 28NE P Flsmamwnh{ Sty ZEE =







OEBPS/graphics/f0002-01.jpg
Y s







OEBPS/graphics/005_01_denmark_sc.jpg
To Stockholm
Ngéta
Canal
Stavanger
o e“ok Géteborg
3 Hirteha
o% .
Frederikshavn
50 Kilomet:
Nl . ometers
Alborg 50 Mil
Sea Jrden Kattegat lles
P
SWEDEN
Struer®
Jutland °Randers
Skéne
Silkeborg,  AArNUS
Jellings DENMARK DG Helsingborg
LEGOLAND, —Billund e
FREDERIKS- il
Billund® ®V;J[B &\‘ BORG ¥ olund
oEsbjerg & R+ &' Copenhagen
@ Odense | % Roskilde *Malms
eRibe S . n o
Funen ey Zealand serip
Svendborg =
Sonderborg, o %
S . —.
y A:- Meon (;
Flenebirg ro Lolland: o
Rodby o Falster Ny
()
. @
4 Puttgarden
Kiel (CER)
GERMANY







OEBPS/graphics/011_02_copenhagenicon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00iv_01_denmark.jpg
ToLarvi,
Norway

* Vimmerby

Byxelkrok

ToStavanger an
Bergen, Norway \ el
Hjorring /| ——— Koeta
{orr ng[ Koet
Borgholm,
Alvesta s 5 KOSTA
Hanstholm L./ 6L A BODA
g YAalborg % aGlAss M.
Thieted d A Imar
e B
\ Oland
Emmaboda
E3 =
= EKETORP
Q Struer Viorg Karlskrona
H L
Holsterbro ; K=< Randers H-‘i%uhn!m [
fLAND \
& Aarh KRONE% @ — Krls:lanstad
Klngklblng elsingor s \Heleingborg
Her"'ne leming | Sikeborg, / . FREB%RRG‘KS U|5|ANA To Gdynla,
WWwII BUNKER H.mmem,erg etA | /Skanderborg Odden.” Hillerod & Poland
N Jeling, “"4
Billnd samso Copen iagen
LEGOLAND \ Roskilde
DENMARK: il //®\
Yotad
Fredericia 8 .
Kolding p 1 el \Trs]lelmrg
Eeb) E25 ] Odenee :
o an: —/7\—— q__ Ronne
IRibve ZEXLAND Bornholm
FUNEN (DENMARK)
Romo r«almg EGESKOV . ;
»5vendborg ip ;
St %’éﬁﬁ?é"'m
Westerland , Padbofy smer- '“ém- Fid Lolland" . —Nykobing i
! borg _ ekebing / Falster ;
Niebul ' Flensburg' . !
M T Gedger ‘Sassnitz
. Schléswi
\ Q 5 Stralsund Riigen Koezalin .
Husurh A Kotobrzeg
\7“““"‘“""’“’ | i Swinoujstie
Helgoland /itzehoe Liibec ki
1.
LEGEND K B Seczeant
Pasewalk¥
- Expressway Inelmehaven . / Z{;?;;.‘."f“’
Major Road . Bremerhaven mburg tNeustrelitz
—— Major Rail Line - Luéwlgﬁ)n
—— High-Speed Rail s @ 2
@ Airport / e GERMANY POLAND
_ L Angem‘und:
A Mountain Peak %
v oun afu: ea SR //i‘ﬂnen Vetzen Neuruppin Wlslkopolekl
3 c‘m:; 7M amen ! Lomeness \ Salzwedel SACHSENHAUSEN
astle/Monument, /
B paiace ] _ /BERGEN- .
BELSEN
50 Kilometers ) . . Kostryi
ey
50 Miles BB +Celle \ Reepin






OEBPS/graphics/018_01_03v_buscope_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00ii_01_00_copenhagentoc1_ssdk.jpg





OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover Page



		Title Page



		Contents



		Introduction



		Denmark



		Survival Phrases









		Copenhagen



		Near Copenhagen



		Roskilde



		Frederiksborg Castle



		Louisiana Art Museum



		Kronborg Castle









		Central Denmark



		Ærø



		Odense









		Jutland



		Aarhus



		Legoland



		Jelling









		Practicalities



		Money



		Staying Connected



		Sleeping



		Eating



		Transportation



		Helpful Hints



		Resources from Rick Steves



		Additional Resources



		How Was Your Trip?









		Index



		Photo Credits



		Copyright Page











Contents





		Cover Page



		Contents



		Title Page











OEBPS/graphics/007_02_02v_margaretheii_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/019_01_03v_metro_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00i_01_00_copenhagentitle_ssdk.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/001_01_01p_snapdenmarkopener_ssdk.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/023_01_04v_robertkarpen_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/020_01_copepubtrans_sc.jpg
. ’ L]
Copenhagen Public Transportatio erovorg e W o O,
;
(M7 . — ; W
Trianglen R
B B x
Plads S
DISERE R B RIG

Skjolds

=)= Main S-Tog Spine
(Lines A, B, Bx, C, E & H)

—m— Metro Lines

/| 20 - Bus Routes A
NORDRE TO
CRUISE TER

Narrebros | Harbor Bus

Runddel

Kastellet
Stroget & Kebmagergade
pedestrian streets

NATIONAL
GALLERY
OF DENMARK

L]
Nordre
MUSEUM OF @
DANISH  Toldbo
RESISTANCE

Aksel Mollers N ROSENBORG ~  ~ i AMALIENBORG
~_ Have N Norreport CASTLE N Marmorkirken ] g PALACE 5=
S ~. Station % " 4
S < MARBLE
N CHURCH
2NN
S /i
S M18&2 i
/
~ Frederiksberg /
FREDERIKS - !
BER.G /' HOLMEN
oS #37

CHRISTIANIA
./ OURSAVIOR'S
L B CHURCH
I RIBSEF ITAINIS =
- HAV N

v

VAESS SR ENRIB IR
. Kﬂl{:ﬁ;}nhaw’a y
ovedbanegér.
(Central Statian)

% HARBOR™ |
CARLSBERG BATHS "~ _
BREWERY g
Carlsberg | HAVNEBADET
FISKETORVET

Valby

<« To
Frederikssund

Islands
Brygge

To Vestamager /

Bryggebroen






OEBPS/graphics/011_01_03p_copenhagenpan_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/9781641716307.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/022_01_03h_bikecope_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/004_02_02h_danishcountryside_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/003_01_02f_denmarkfull_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/013_01_03h_pleasantlakes_sc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00viii_01_00f_denmarkfull_ssdk.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/004_01_denmarkicon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00vi_01_copenhagen.jpg
us

LANGEBROG ADE

2,
SIGHTS gQTERBRO E.;%%‘EMBASSY
&
© Amagertorv @ Museum of Copenhagen & o)
QO
@ Amalienborg Palace& €5 Museum of Danish 9
Square Resistance 5
© AmalienborgMuseum €8 National Gallery &
of Denmark v A
O Borsen ® ey ®
ional
© Cathedral of Our Lady > oal e s R
O Chrictiania - Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek | .
@ christiansborg Palace o Nyhavni
O cityHall Richus) Our Savior's Church
O coeilisia ivarsie @ Radhuspladsen
openhagen University ™ (Cigy Hall Square) &
g Danish Jewish Museum  €I) To Refshaleoen District. e
Design Museum (Nightlife)
® Denmark @ Rosenborg Castle &
Gammeltory & Nytory Treasury
® Gefion Fountain g Rosenborg Gardens
@ Gribrodretorv Round Tower
llum Dep’ €D Royal Library
g i Dagt e (“Black Diamond")
K N
ongens Nytorv ® surager
@ Little Mermaid Statue (PedestrianStreet) |
® Magasin duNord € Thorvaldsen's Museum %D*‘/e
DepStone €D Tivoli Gardens #ss,,
@© Meatpacking District Israels s,
(Nightlife) G Plads G
s,
7 S,
Q /. g 4 WA " V-4
R/ S Station Kultorvet S IS
NEKRE-?‘:‘ § (:‘9 ROSEN 7 e, y s'wkr
PRO/ 4 # \ 2 5 oraveer_
jgrns AL & & s ) ROUND <,
e oWe & OLD =5 2, f16) NYHAAVN
Drorum 0 & = o ey, £ Ko .
7, S P § s, =3 T
/ ‘9»8 & 7 o %, ,35; POSTE% B e, 4
SG‘% 5 % i% 5 Qmmm ) P ors S
H ) ) ool?
¢ % o w9 2 AT O 5 yROvAL
4 PN s | © W er © THEATER
b2 i 2\
2 : < Jarmers ST (33) mwsa}o“ . RkoLAT o) L5
' o 3 o
§ V2D 4. s o N 6TROGET @ Ploas 2, CHTY 80
£ KAMPMA /& ZPOUTIKEN, 12 " (F) o\ RO )
S . NNSGADE 5N/ & %, 8106, & ¥ . SRS % o“‘f(r‘ °
Q g 9 % 0 o lytorv & B T O «
S = w LY £ & o/ DT CHRISTIANSS ¥
& s & i \ e /S BORG HOLMENS.
£ g 5 H < S PALACE CHURCH
= s 8 Loy 25 S PN
= S \ L EN L3
® R &@ RADHUS % S O eorsen
' 5§ 2 NATIONAL. %
: i
TYCHO F s, or MUSEUM
BRAHE COPENHAGEN 23]
PLANETARIUM
3
ONGEVE Dantes
GRMmEL K¢ Plads 5
7o Carlsberg 0GAOE o
< Brewery -~ iaﬁ_v&“ e &
Vesterbros CARLSBERG CEa T CHRISTIANS S
Torv GLYPTOTEK ; CHURCH
VESTERBRO ) LILLE
& [ANGEBRO

”
2,
‘Abg

ROYAL DANISH
PLAYHOUSE'

ngelinle
Y=

SLIDING
BRIDGE

To Alrport
& Sweden

400 Meters KoD-
— BYEN  10£-20/E:47 ToHavnebadet "
400 Yards Koge & Odense Flsketorvet ¥ AMAGER| Al Viwpoint

PAPIRJEN

| Copenhagen

LITTLE
MERMAID

NORDRE TOLDBOD
CRUISE TERMINAL

HOLMEN

LEGEND
Rail Line
Pedestrian-Friendly Area

Canal Boat Tours
Harbor Bus
5Tog Station
Metro

Point of Interest/Landmark
Tourist Information






OEBPS/graphics/012_01_03h_boatcruise_sc.jpg





