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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
      Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Captain Ballard: A warm-hearted merchant seaman
      

      
      Flash Johnny: Slitgut’s devious and greedy cabin boy
      

      
      Grandfather: Mahoot’s grandfather and guardian of the swimming elephants on Sabre Island
      

      
      Greeny Jack: A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark
      

      
      Grenda: Snotty Nell’s daughter
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      Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Invincible

      
      Mahoot: Gunner’s cabin boy
      

      
      Mozzy: Gunner’s bosun
      

      
      Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
      

      
      Pigface McNurt: Slitgut’s bosun; a huge pirate with a ring through his nose
      

      
      Slicer: Gunner’s cook
      

      
      Sharkbait: Snotty Nell’s one-legged bosun
      

      
      Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes that once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor
      

      
      Slitgut: A fearsome pirate who captains the ship The Enemy

      
      Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a ship called The Siren

      
      Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s first mate
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      Hunt for Secrets

      
      Alleric Breas and his best friend Owen Seabrook were almost ready to return to the Dragon Blood Islands. But first Al wanted
         to find out more about his grandfather’s old sea trunk in the attic.
      

      
      The boys dragged the trunk into the middle of the room, turned it over and looked closely at every dent and crevice.

      
      ‘It looks normal,’ said Owen, sounding disappointed. ‘There’s nothing to say where it came from. Do you think it was made by the sorcerer on Dragon Island, like your Dragon Blood Sabre?’
      

      
      ‘They have similar powers,’ replied Al, grunting as he tipped the trunk back onto its base. ‘But we don’t know how the sea
         trunk got into my attic.’
      

      
      Al went over to an old cupboard and pulled down a sabre with a ruby in its golden handle. ‘There are still so many mysteries.
         The trunk takes us to the Dragon Blood Islands. The sabre is supposed to take us through space and time too, but it doesn’t
         work because we don’t know the magical words.’ He slashed the sabre through the air and its blade shimmered with power.
      

      
      ‘Perhaps there’s a clue to the magical words on Dragon Island,’ said Owen, wishing he could help his friend. ‘The last time
         we went there with Captain Gunner, we were looking for treasure. But perhaps the sorcerer left some spell books or something else that might help us.’
      

      
      ‘You’re right,’ said Al, feeling excited. ‘We must get to Dragon Island and explore it properly.’

      
      ‘Captain Gunner might take us,’ suggested Owen.
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      ‘Maybe,’ said Al, doubtfully, ‘but he still hasn’t got over being nearly eaten by dragons and blown up by the booby trap in
         the sorcerer’s tomb.’
      

      
      ‘Not to mention losing the treasure,’ laughed Owen. He looked over at Al’s sabre. ‘Speaking of losing things, perhaps you
         should leave your sabre at home this time. Wouldn’t it be awful if we found the magical words and then lost the sabre to a
         pirate like Slitgut?’
      

      
      ‘You’re right,’ agreed Al. He returned the sabre to the cupboard and covered it with an old cloth. ‘Are you ready?’

      
      Owen nodded. When the boys had finished dressing in their pirate clothes, Al picked up a rusty key and unlocked the sea trunk.
         ‘Here’s to persuading Gunner to take us to Dragon Island!’
      

      
      Both boys climbed inside the trunk. Al’s fingers tingled. He looked over at Owen, who was shimmering brightly. Slowly, he and his friend began to fade, as they left the twenty-first century and number five
         Drake Drive, and returned to the Dragon Blood Islands.
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