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‘Maths is like love: a simple idea
but it can get complicated.’


R. Drabek
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Introduction


Maths can seem like a bewildering list of complicated formulae and rules, but this book gets straight to the heart of the subject, giving you the lowdown on the essential points. This isn’t a book that goes into lengthy explanations of why a particular method works or where a formula comes from. Rather, it gives you handy short-cut methods as well as tips for remembering rules and techniques. In addition to this, there are the formal definitions and facts needed to give you a good grounding in mathematics.


Solving problems is at the heart of mathematics. We all like solving puzzles and I hope that the friendly, informal style of this book will help you remember that maths is basically a series of puzzles which need solving!


Maths is by nature a hierarchical subject; however, this is intended as a ‘dip-in’ book. Each chapter covers the main methods that you need to tackle mathematics problems, from dealing with fractions to solving equations. You might find it helpful to read this book with a pen to hand, as maths is definitely a subject to ‘do’ rather than read. Have a go at the examples before reading on to find the solution.
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