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Long ago in China, there was a rich emperor


who lived in a beautiful palace.
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A little bird lived in a forest near 



the emperor’s palace. It was called 



a nightingale. It sang beautiful songs.
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A servant came and told the emperor 



about the nightingale’s lovely songs. 


The emperor wanted to hear 



the bird sing.
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The emperor sent his servant to the forest. 



“The emperor wants you to sing for him 



at the palace,” she said. “Will you come?” 


“Yes, I will,” said the nightingale. 



Off she flew to the emperor’s palace.
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The nightingale sat on a golden perch. 


She sang for the emperor.


“Your songs are so beautiful!” 



said the emperor, and he cried with joy. 



“I will give you some gold.”


“I do not want the gold. But I am glad 



I have made you happy,” 



said the nightingale.
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