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INTRODUCTION


Welcome to The Beginner’s Crossword Dictionary, your comprehensive guide to the 1,001 words that appear most often as the answers to American crosswords.


As anyone who regularly solves crosswords knows, certain answer words seem to pop up all the time. They’re usually three- and four-letter words that are spelled with lots of vowels and common consonants, like ARIA, EAT, and ISLE. As a 35-year veteran of the puzzle biz as crossword author and editor, I know why this is so.


If you think of a completed crossword diagram as a house, short words with common letters are the necessary “mortar” that makes the longer, more interesting “brick” words in a puzzle possible. In other words, it’s simply not possible to create crosswords without using these dependable little words.


The specific 1,001 words that are profiled here were selected based on computer analysis of thousands of recent crosswords from numerous American newspapers, including the puzzles I edit for the Long Island, New York, newspaper Newsday and the venerable New York Times crossword.


Just how frequently do these 1,001 words appear in crosswords? About 25% of the answers in a typical crossword will be one of the 1,001. How do we know this? We tested puzzles from sources not used to create our list, and consistently found more than a quarter of the answers matched the entries in this dictionary.


Clearly then, knowing these words and their meanings is a key for crossword success, perhaps the key. If you’re just starting out as a crossword solver, The Beginner’s Crossword Dictionary will truly live up to its name for you. Under each of the 1,001 words, you’ll find the most frequently seen clues for that word, categorized by meaning. For example, the clues for ERA are grouped under its “significant period,” “baseball statistic,” “Constitutional amendment,” and “detergent brand” meanings. If the prospect of learning 1,001 words seems daunting to you, keep in mind that many of these words and their meanings will already be familiar—like ADORE, ERASE, NET, and TEST.


Even solvers who are more seasoned will find a lot of good information within these pages. From a list of the world nations that use the PESO, to all the famous people named EMMA from real life and fiction, you’re bound to find lots of things to add to your puzzle-solving arsenal.


In addition to the 1,001 words, scattered throughout the book you’ll find three other categories of entries that I know you’ll find useful:


Not So Fast!: These are common crossword clues that can have two different answers with similar spellings, like “Thin opening,” for which SLIT and SLOT are both correct. I’ve accumulated these “two-way” clues over many years, and hope you’ll save yourself a lot of “eraser time” by remembering them. This is the only book I know of that includes them.


Insider’s Tip: Helpful hints on some of the 1,001 words. For example, ERIE is the only Great Lake spelled with four letters.


“Crosswords 101” Sidebars: Groups of words from particular categories, such as French words commonly seen in crosswords, Greek goddesses, and OPEC members.


Your comments on any aspect of this book are most welcome. You can reach me via regular mail at P.O. Box 69, Massapequa Park, NY 11762, or electronically through my Web site: www.StanXwords.com.


Best wishes for crossword success!


—Stan Newman
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Front entrance of the Alamo, San Antonio, Texas, c. 1922.
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THE AUTO CLUB


Formerly known as the American Automobile Association, AAA is known for its travel services, such as roadside assistance, maps, and tour books.


THE BOND RATING


AAA is typically the highest rating of creditworthiness that bond-rating services such as Standard & Poor’s assign to corporate and municipal bonds.


THE POWER SOURCE


AAA is a standard size of dry-cell batteries, typically used in small electronic devices such as TV remote controls and digital cameras.


THE SHOE WIDTH


Though not commonly seen today, AAA is the narrowest of the standard widths of men’s and women’s shoes in the United States.
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THE EXCLAMATION


Commonly seen clues include “Sound of satisfaction,” “Backrub response,” “Ooh and ___,” and “Open wide and say ___.”
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THE BASEBALL GREAT


At the time of his 1976 retirement, baseball Hall of Famer Henry “Hank” Aaron held many major-league records, including lifetime home runs and runs batted in.


THE BIBLICAL BROTHER


In the Old Testament, Aaron is the older brother of Moses and Miriam. He speaks for Moses in his dealings with the Egyptian royal court, and creates the “golden calf” idol during Moses’s long absence on Mount Sinai. He is portrayed in the epic 1956 film The Ten Commandments by John Carradine.



THE COMPOSER


The best-known works of Brooklyn-born classical composer Aaron Copland include “Fanfare for the Common Man” and the ballet scores Appalachian Spring, Billy the Kid, and Rodeo.


THE DUELER


Revolutionary War hero and third vice president of the United States (under Jefferson), Aaron Burr is most remembered today for his duel with Alexander Hamilton in 1804.


THE MEDIA MOGUL


TV and film producer Aaron Spelling was responsible for many hit series, including Charlie’s Angels, The Love Boat, and Dynasty. His daughter Tori appeared on another of his series, Beverly Hills 90210.
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THE LAWYERS


ABA is short for the American Bar Association, which sets academic standards for law schools and ethical standards for attorneys.


THE HOOPSTERS


ABA is also short for the American Basketball Association, a professional basketball league founded in the late 1960s. It eventually merged with the NBA (National Basketball Association) in the 1970s.


THE NONSENSE SONG


The 1914 tune “The Aba Daba Honeymoon” concerns an amorous pair of primates. A 1950 recording of the tune by Debbie Reynolds sold over a million copies.
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Die down,” “Diminish,” “Ease off,” “Lessen,” and “Recede.”
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THE STATESMAN


South African–born Abba Eban was Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations and the United States in the 1940s and 1950s, its deputy prime minister in the 1960s, and its foreign minister in the 1960s and 1970s. His books include Voice of Israel and Diplomacy for a New Century. He is a member of the very exclusive club of celebrities whose first and last names are crossword regulars (actor Alan Alda is another).


THE POP GROUP


The 1970s–1980s Swedish music pop quartet ABBA was named for the first letters in the first names of its members. Its hits include “Fernando,” “Dancing Queen,” and “Waterloo.” The Broadway musical Mamma Mia! and its 2008 film adaptation are based on the songs of ABBA.


THE RHYME SCHEME


In an ABBA rhyme scheme, the first and fourth lines rhyme, as do the second and third.
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THE NETWORK


Crossword clues for the ABC television network, bought by Disney in 1996, may be as up-to-date as the newest prime-time series. Historically, its most popular series have included Leave It to Beaver; Marcus Welby, M.D.; Happy Days; and NYPD Blue. More recent shows are Grey’s Anatomy and Dancing With the Stars.


THE SONG


The 1970 Jackson 5 tune “ABC” reached number 1 on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 charts.


IT’S SIMPLE


The sense of the clues “Exemplar of simplicity” and “Easy as ___.”
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THE PRESIDENT


Nickname of Abraham Lincoln, a.k.a. “Honest Abe,” whose portrait can be found on a penny and a $5 bill.


THE TOON


Abe Simpson, Homer’s father and Bart’s grandfather, is a character on the animated sitcom The Simpsons.


THE ACTOR


Abe Vigoda portrayed detective Phil Fish on the sitcom Barney Miller.


THE JURIST


Appointed by Lyndon Johnson, Abe Fortas served on the U.S. Supreme Court from 1965 to 1969.


THE PRIME MINISTER


Shinzō Abe has served multiple terms as prime minister of Japan.


THE BROADWAY WRITER/PRODUCER


Abe Burrows was involved with such shows as Silk Stockings and Breakfast at Tiffany’s. He won a Pulitzer Prize for How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying.
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THE SHEPHERD


Abel, son of Adam and Eve, was slain by his brother Cain. Abel’s other brother was Seth.


THE EXPLORER


Dutch-born Abel Tasman led the first European expedition to New Zealand and the island named for him, Tasmania, in the 1640s.


THE JUNGLE GUY


Abel is the hero of the W.H. Hudson novel Green Mansions, set in South America. He is portrayed in the 1959 film adaptation by Anthony Perkins.
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Assist in a crime,” “Drive the getaway car,” and “Aid partner” (as in the legal phrase “aid and abet”).


THE TWO-WORDER


“Not on a bet!” is a colloquial term for “Never!”
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THE ADJECTIVE


Commonly seen clues: “Competent,” “Up to the task,” “Well-qualified,” and “Having the wherewithal.”




NOT SO FAST!


“Greek god”: ___ R ___ S


EROS was the Greek god of love; ARES the Greek god of war. If the clue is “Greek goddess,” the answer could be ERIS, goddess of discord, or IRIS, goddess of the rainbow. If the clue is “Greek deity,” the answer could be any of the four.
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THE MUSCLES


Short for “abdominal muscles,” commonly seen clues include “Tummy muscles,” “Bodybuilder’s pride,” “Exercise target,” and “Crunch targets” (“crunches” being a popular gym exercise that work the abs).
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Be adjacent to,” “Border on,” “Lie next to,” “Adjoin,” and “Bump up against.”
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THE SPORTS TERMS


In tennis, an ace is an unreturned serve. In golf, it’s a hole-in-one. In baseball, a star pitcher.


THE CARD


The highest-ranking card in a standard deck of 52. In the game blackjack, an ace is worth either 1 or 11 points.


THE ADJECTIVE AND NOUN


Meaning “expert,” in both the adjective and noun senses, and often specifically meaning an expert pilot. Similar clues: “Adept,” “Crackerjack,” “Champion,” and “Top-notch.”
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IN GERMANY


The exclamation “Ach!” is the German word for “Oh!,” for which commonly seen clues include “German exclamation,” “Otto’s exclamation,” and “Alas, in Munich.”
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THE NOUN AND VERB


The pain of an ache may be physical or psychological, as in “Yearn,” “Feel sore,” “Need liniment,” “Flu symptom,” “Charley horse,” and “Feel sympathy for.”



[image: ] ACID [image: ]



THE CHEMICAL


Often clued by example, such as “Boric or acetic.” Other acids include amino, hydrochloric, sulfuric, nitric, citric, and folic. In the lab, it’s a low-pH chemical that turns litmus paper red. An acid’s opposite is an alkali, a.k.a. base. It’s the “A” in DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) and RNA (ribonucleic acid). It may also be clued by its practical usage, like “Etcher’s chemical” and “Battery fluid.”


THE ADJECTIVE


Meaning “sharp” or “biting”—taken literally, as to the taste; figuratively, as criticism.
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THE NOUN


Commonly seen clues: “Apex,” “Highest point,” “Summit,” “Zenith,” and “Pinnacle.”


THE CARTOON CONNECTION


Acme is the mail-order company from which Warner Bros. toon Wile E. Coyote purchases all sorts of outlandish devices, in his eternally unsuccessful attempts to do in the Road Runner.
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THE MEASURE


As a unit of land area, an acre equals 43,560 square feet, or 1/640 of a square mile. Milne bear Winnie-the-Pooh lives in the Hundred Acre Wood. God’s Little Acre is a novel by Erskine Caldwell.


ON THE MAP


Acre is a city in Israel, near Haifa. It is also the name of a state in the northwest part of Brazil, bordering Bolivia and Peru.
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Create a role,” “Do something,” “Perform,” “Play a part,” and “Take steps.” To “act up” is to misbehave.


THE NOUN


An act may be a part of a stage play or opera, a performer’s routine, or a pretense. It may also be a piece of legislation or a royal decree.
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THEATRICALLY SPEAKING


ACT I, short for “Act One,” is the start of a theatrical performance, for which typical clues include “Start of a play,” “Overture follower,” and “Beginning of a musical.”
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THE ABBREVIATIONS


ADA stands for the American Dental Association, whose endorsement can often be seen on boxes of toothpaste. Another organizational ADA is Americans for Democratic Action, a group that advocates liberal policies. ADA can also stand for “assistant district attorney.”


THE BOOK


Ada is a 1969 novel by Lolita author Vladimir Nabokov.


ON THE MAP


Ada is a city in Oklahoma, as well as a county in Idaho, whose seat and largest city is Boise.


THE WOMEN


Ada Louise Huxtable was a Pulitzer Prize–winning architecture critic. Ada Lovelace was a British mathematician and the daughter of Lord Byron. In the movies, characters named Ada are portrayed by Holly Hunter in The Piano and Nicole Kidman in Cold Mountain.
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JUST SAYING


An adage is a traditional saying, synonym clues for which include “Maxim,” “Proverb,” and “Wise saying.”
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FIRST OF ALL


In the book of Genesis, Adam is the partner of Eve, and father of Cain, Abel, and Seth. The Michelangelo fresco The Creation of Adam is on the ceiling of the Vatican’s Sistine Chapel. He’s also a character in Milton’s Paradise Lost.


REAL MEN


There’s British economist Smith who wrote The Wealth of Nations; actors Sandler, Arkin (son of Alan), and West (TV Batman of the 1960s); and British rock singer Adam Ant.


UNREAL MEN


Adam is a servant character in Shakespeare’s As You Like It. Adam Cartwright is the brother of Joe and Hoss in the TV western series Bonanza. Adam Schiff is the district attorney portrayed by Steven Hill in the series Law & Order.




NOT SO FAST!


“Leslie Caron film”: ___ I ___ I


The answer can be GIGI or LILI.






[image: ] ADD [image: ]



THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Contribute,” “Do sums,” “Interject,” “Tack on,” and “Throw in.”
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THE DRINK


A soft drink with citrus flavoring, such as lemon, lime, or orange. There’s also the brand-name drinks Gatorade and Powerade.


THE WRITER


The best-known work of Indiana-born author/humorist George Ade is Fables in Slang.


THE SUFFIX


Besides the citrus fruits, words to which -ade can be added as a suffix include block, cannon, and chiffon.
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THE PARTING WORD


Commonly seen clues: “French farewell,” “Good-bye,” and “It may be bid” (as in to “bid adieu”).
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THE FUSS


Commonly seen clues: “Commotion,” “Excitement,” “Hoo-ha,” “Hoopla,” “Hubbub,” and “Ruckus.”


ON THE STAGE


Ado Annie is a character in the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical Oklahoma!, and let us not forget the Shakespeare comedy Much Ado About Nothing.



[image: ] ADORE [image: ]



THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Be gaga over,” “Cherish,” “Hold dear,” “Like a lot,” “Love,” “Venerate,” and “Worship.”
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WORDS FROM THE SPONSOR


Short, of course, for “advertisements” (in Britain it’s “adverts,” by the way), you’re likely to see clues such as “Classifieds, for example,” “Paid notices,” “Web page pop-ups,” and “TV program breaks.”
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THE ADJECTIVE


It can mean “pertaining to aircraft,” and is also a shortened form of “aerodynamic,” especially when it pertains to the design of a vehicle.


THE PREFIX


In addition to “dynamic,” aero- can precede words such as ballistic, biology, marine, nautical, and space.


THE PROPER NAMES


Aero is the graphical user interface of the Windows Vista computer operating system. The Akron Aeros are a minor-league baseball team.
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THE MAN


Aesop was the legendary ancient Greek storyteller credited with numerous fables, the best known of which include “The Tortoise and the Hare,” “The Boy Who Cried Wolf,” “The Fox and the Grapes,” and “The Ant and the Grasshopper. Clues often include “moral” (the traditional conclusion of fables) or “fabulist” (teller of fables).
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THE ADVERB


Commonly seen clues: “In the distance,” “Miles away,” “Way off,” “Worship from ___,” and “Yonder.”
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THE HAIR


The spherical hairstyle popular in the 1960s and 1970s was worn by African Americans such as Jesse Jackson and Jimi Hendrix, and more recently by pop singer Beyoncé.
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AT SEA


On a ship, “aft” means “to the rear,” for which clues include “Nautical direction,” “Toward the stern,” “Back, on a boat.”


THE ABBREVIATION


Occasionally, AFT will be defined as the abbreviation for “afternoon,” with a clue such as “P.M. period.”
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THE ADVERB


Commonly seen clues: “Another time,” “From the top,” and “Once more.” It is also the last word of the “Humpty Dumpty” nursery rhyme.
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Get older,” “Improve, as wine,” “Mature,” “Mellow,” and “Ripen.”


THE NOUN


Commonly seen clues: “Candle count” (as in birthday candles), “Era,” “Generation,” “Historical period,” “Retirement factor,” and “Time of one’s life.”
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IN GENERAL


Commonly seen clues: “Actor’s representative,” “Contract negotiator,” “FBI employee,” “Go-between,” “Intermediary,” and “Operative.”


SPECIFICALLY


Fictional agents often seen in “clues by example” include James Bond (a.k.a. 007), Mulder and Scully from the TV series The X-Files, Austin Powers (portrayed by Mike Myers in films), Maxwell Smart (portrayed by Don Adams on TV and Steve Carell in a 2008 film), and the John le Carré novel character George Smiley.
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MOVING IT


Clues for “agile” are almost always direct synonyms, such as “Nimble,” “Spry,” “Limber,” and sometimes “Mentally quick.”
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THE ADJECTIVE


Commonly seen clues: “Back in time,” “Gone by,” “In the past,” “Long, long ___,” “Many moons ___,” and “Years ___.”


THE TWO-WORDER


“Give it ___” and “Have ___ at,” both colloquial terms for “try,” are common clues for A GO.
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THE ADJECTIVE


Virtually always clued synonymously, clues you’ll often see include “Enthusiastic,” “Enthralled,” “Highly excited,” “All worked up,” and “Gung-ho.”
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ON THE MAP


This city in the Uttar Pradesh state of northern India, on the Yamuna River, is most famous as the site of the Taj Mahal. The Pearl Mosque is another popular tourist attraction in the city. Agra was the capital of the Mogul Empire in the 16th and 17th centuries.
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Coincide,” “Come to terms,” “Concur,” “Go along,” “Match,” “See eye to eye,” and “Think alike.”




NOT SO FAST!


“Haw partner”: H E ___


The answer can be either HEM (as in “hem and haw”) or HEE (as in the hee-haw sound of a donkey).
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THE EXCLAMATION


Commonly seen clues: “Cry of discovery,” “Eureka!,” “Gotcha!,” “I understand now!,” and “So that’s it!” OHO is very similar in meaning and has many of the same clues.


THE ROCK GROUP


The Norwegian rock band a-ha had a #1 tune in 1985 with “Take On Me.”
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IN LITERATURE


The obsessed Captain Ahab is the skipper of the whaler Pequod in the Herman Melville novel Moby-Dick. His subordinates include Ishmael, Queequeg, and Starbuck. Ahab was portrayed by Gregory Peck in the 1956 film adaptation.


IN THE BIBLE


In the Old Testament, Ahab is a king of ancient Israel. He is the son and successor of Omri and the husband of Jezebel.


IN SONG


“Ahab the Arab” is a 1962 novelty song by Ray Stevens.
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THE EXCLAMATION


Commonly seen clues: “Attention-getter,” “Excuse me!,” “I beg your pardon,” and “Throat-clearing sound.”
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AT SEA


Clues for the nautical greeting are variations of “Sailor’s shout,” “Captain’s cry,” and “Hail on the ocean.”
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THE VERB


As a verb, synonym clues include “Assist,” “Help out,” “Lend a hand,” and “Support.”


THE NOUN


As a noun, there’s “Assistance,” “Helping hand,” and, once again, “Support.”
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THE OPERA


Aida is the title character in the opera of the same name by Giuseppe Verdi. She is an Ethiopian princess who is captured and brought into slavery in Egypt. Her love is Radames, captain of the guard. A 1953 Italian film adaptation stars Sophia Loren in the title role.


THE PLAY


The Disney-produced musical drama based on the opera, with music by Elton John and lyrics by Tim Rice, had a 2000–04 run on Broadway.


THE ACTRESS


Aida Turturro, cousin of John, portrayed Janice Soprano (sister of Tony) in the HBO series The Sopranos.
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THE HELPER


Commonly seen clues: “Assistant,” “Deputy,” “Gofer,” “Right-hand person,” “Subordinate,” and “White House worker.”




NOT SO FAST!


“In the know”: H ___ P


The answer can be HIP or HEP.
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Be under the weather,” “Feel poorly,” “Have a bug,” and other very similar colloquial synonyms.




CROSSWORDS 101


Lesson 1: The Simpsons


These characters from the animated sitcom “The Simpsons” appear frequently as crossword answers:


ABE (grandfather)


APU Nahasapeemapetilon (Kwik-E-Mart clerk)


BART (son)


EDNA Krabappel (schoolteacher)


HOMER (father)


LISA (daughter, saxophone player)


MOE Szyslak (bartender)


NED Flanders (neighbor)


OTTO Mann (bus driver)


Disco STU (lover of disco music)
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THE VERB


Commonly seen verb clues: “Draw a bead,” “Point at the target,” “Set one’s sights,” “Prepare to shoot,” and “We ___ to please.” Referring to “Ready, aim, fire,” you may also see “Ready follower” and “Fire preceder.”


THE NOUN


Commonly seen noun clues: “Ambition,” “Goal,” “Intention,” “Purpose,” and “Sharpshooter’s asset.”


THE TOOTHPASTE BRAND


In this sense, usually clued in terms of its competitors, which include Aquafresh, Colgate, Crest, and Rembrandt.
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BLANKETY-BLANKS


Commonly seen colloquialisms include “If it ___ broke . . .,” “It ___ over till it’s over,” “___ it the truth,” and “Say it ___ so.”


BLANKLESS


Commonly seen clues: “Isn’t, informally” and “Nonstandard contraction.”


IN SONGS


Popular song titles that include the word: “Ain’t Misbehavin’, ” “Ain’t No Sunshine,” “Ain’t She Sweet,” “Ain’t That a Shame,” “Ain’t We Got Fun,” and “It Ain’t Necessarily So.”
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THE NOUN


Commonly seen atmospheric clues: “Balloon filler,” “Football filler,” “Former gas station freebie,” and “Vacuum’s lack.”The word may also refer to the appearance and bearing of a person, or to a melody.


THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Broadcast,” “Expose,” “Publicize,” “Televise,” and “Ventilate.”
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THE NOUN


The aisles seen in crosswords are usually in airplanes, churches, supermarkets, or theaters. Other related clues: “Narrow walkway,” “Seat selection,” and “Usher’s domain.”
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THE ADJECTIVE/ADVERB


Commonly seen clues: “Admitting a draft,” “Barely open,” “Not quite shut,” and “Open a crack.”
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THE ABBREVIATION


Standing for “also known as,” commonly seen clues include “Alias: Abbr.,” “Rap sheet letters,” “Sometimes called,” and “Wanted poster initials.”
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THE ADJECTIVE


Commonly seen clues: “Analogous,” “Comparable,” “Related,” and “Similar.”
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ON THE MAP


As an abbreviation for Alabama, it’ll be worth your while to know the state’s nickname (“Heart of Dixie”), neighbors (Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and Tennessee), major cities (Birmingham, Huntsville, Mobile, Montgomery, and Tuscaloosa), and universities (Auburn, Tuskegee, and the University of Alabama, whose sports teams are known as the Crimson Tide).


ON THE MENU


The two-word A LA means “like” or “in the style of,” as in the menu phrases “À la carte” “Chicken à la king,” and “Pie à la mode.”
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THE GAME


Nearly always clued these days as “Jai ___.” The game of jai alai, literally “merry festival” in the Basque language, originated in Spain. Similar to handball, it is played on a court called a fronton. Players catch and propel the ball with a basketlike device called a cesta.


ON THE MAP


When not part of the game, Alai is a mountain range is located in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.
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THE SHRINE


This San Antonio museum, once a mission, was the site of the 1836 battle between the forces of the Republic of Texas (which included Jim Bowie and Davy Crockett) and Mexico (led by Santa Anna).


THE RENT-A-CAR COMPANY


In this sense, usually clued in terms of its competitors, which include Avis, Budget, Dollar, and Hertz.
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THE ASTRONAUTS


Alan Shepard was the first American in space, and later commanded the Apollo 14 mission to the moon. Alan Bean was the fourth man to walk on the moon.


IN ENTERTAINMENT


There’s Alda (of M*A*S*H), Arkin (Oscar winner for Little Miss Sunshine), Ayckbourn (knighted British playwright), Bates (knighted British actor), Freed (pioneering rock-and-roll DJ), Hale (of Gilligan’s Island), King (comedian), Ladd (of Shane), Paton (South African author), Rickman (the villain in Die Hard and wizard Severus Snape in the Harry Potter films), Thicke (of Growing Pains), and Young (of Mister Ed). Lyricist Alan Jay Lerner collaborated with Frederick Loewe on many memorable musicals.


IN GOVERNMENT


Chester Alan Arthur was the 21st president of the United States. Economist Alan Greenspan served as head of the Federal Reserve from 1987 to 2006.




NOT SO FAST!


“Type of tree”: ___ L D E R


The answer can be ALDER or ELDER.
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AS A VERB


Synonym clues include “Frighten,” “Scare,” “Unnerve,” “Startle,” and “Dismay.”


AS A NOUN


As a tangible sound or device, there’s “Clock radio feature,” “Warning signal,” “Elevator button,” and “Security device.” Intangibly speaking, there’s “Sudden fear,” “Trepidation,” “Anxiety,” and “Fright.”
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THE EXCLAMATION


Commonly seen clues: “So sorry!,” “Too bad!,” “Woe is me!,” and “Word of regret.” Hamlet says “Alas, poor Yorick . . .” in Shakespeare’s play.
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THE SON


By virtue of his conveniently spelled first and last names, Alan Alda is definitely someone you want as a draft pick in your fantasy crossword league. Best known for his starring role as Hawkeye Pierce in the sitcom M*A*S*H, his other television credits include Scientific American Frontiers and The West Wing. He has directed such films as Betsy’s Wedding and The Four Seasons.


THE DAD


Alan’s father Robert originated the role of Sky Masterson in the musical Guys and Dolls, and portrayed George Gershwin in the 1945 biopic Rhapsody in Blue.
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THE DRINK


Commonly seen clues: “British brew,” “Pub serving,” “Stein filler,” and “Stout relative” (stout is a malt beverage). Popular brands of ale include Ballantine, Bass, Guinness, and McSorley’s. Cakes and Ale is a novel by Somerset Maugham. And of course, there’s the nonalcoholic ginger ale.



[image: ] ALEC [image: ]



THE AMERICAN


Actor Alec Baldwin has appeared in many films, as well as on the sitcom 30 Rock and, recently, as host of Match Game. His acting brothers are Daniel, Stephen, and William. He was formerly married to actress Kim Basinger.


THE BRITS


Actor Alec Guinness portrays Obi-Wan Kenobi in the film Star Wars. Alec Douglas-Home (pronounced “Hume”) served as British prime minister in the 1960s. Novelist Alec Waugh was the elder brother of novelist Evelyn Waugh. Pianist Alec Templeton had his own U.S. radio show in the 1940s.
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THE ADJECTIVE


Commonly seen adjective clues: “Attentive,” “On one’s toes,” “Vigilant,” “Watchful,” and “Wide awake.”


THE VERB


Commonly seen verb clues: “Give notice to,” “Tip off,” and “Warn.”


THE NOUN


Commonly seen noun clues: “Heads-up,” “Siren, for example,” and “State of readiness.”
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THE BOXER


Born Cassius Clay, Muhammad Ali was world heavyweight boxing champ for three separate periods in the 1960s and 1970s. Nicknamed “the Greatest,” Ali was named “Sportsman of the Century” by Sports Illustrated in 1999. His daughter Laila Ali was also a professional boxer. Will Smith portrays him in the 2001 biopic Ali.


THE WOODCUTTER


Ali Baba is the poor woodcutter who outwits the Forty Thieves in the Arabian Nights tale.


THE ACTRESSES


Former fashion model Ali (short for Alison) Larter is a star of the sci-fi TV series Heroes. Ali (short for Alice) MacGraw is best known for her Oscar-nominated role in the 1970 film Love Story.
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THIS WAY OUT


A common plot element in detective stories, you’re likely to see clues that are variations of “Suspect’s story,” “Whodunit excuse,” “Defendant’s explanation,” and “Courtroom ploy.”
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FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY


Commonly seen clues: “Foreigner,” “Green-card holder,” and “Non-native.”


FROM ANOTHER PLANET


Commonly seen clues: “Extraterrestrial,” “Martian,” “Sci-fi character,” “Superman, e.g.,” and “UFO pilot.” The 1979 film Alien stars Sigourney Weaver.


THE ADJECTIVE


Commonly seen clues: “Otherworldly,” “Strange,” and “Unfamiliar.”
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THE VERB


The past tense of “alight.” Commonly seen clues: “Dismounted,” “Got off,” “Landed,” “Returned to earth,” “Stepped off,” and “Touched down.”
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THE ADJECTIVE


Commonly seen clues: “100%,” “Completely,” “Everyone,” “Nothing but,” “Solely,” and “Totally.”


THE DETERGENT


In this sense, usually clued in terms of its competitors, which include Era, Fab, Surf, and Tide.
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THE PLANT AND ITS USES


Native to Africa, aloes are succulent plants often seen in gardens and on windowsills. The most popular of the hundreds of species is aloe vera. The gel from its leaves is used as an emollient (soother), and is often an ingredient in skin creams, moisturizers, and other lotions.
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ON THE ISLANDS


In Hawaiian, the word can mean “hello” or “good-bye.” The NFL’s annual post-season Pro Bowl is held annually at Hawaii’s Aloha Stadium. “Aloha Oe” is a Hawaiian farewell song.
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THE ADJECTIVE


Commonly seen clues: “By oneself,” “Isolated,” “Solo,” “Stag,” “Unassisted,” and “Unaccompanied.”
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THE PHRASAL ADVERB


Clues for A LOT are almost always synonyms, such as “Frequently,” “Very much,” “All the time,” “Greatly,” and “Often.” Once in a while, you might see “Thanks ___!”
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WAY UP HIGH


While the dictionary says “alp” means “any high mountain,” in crosswords it is almost always taken to mean one of the Alps, the European mountain chain, which runs through France, Switzerland, Germany, Italy, and several other countries not usually cited in puzzle clues. Specific Alps often seen in clues include Mount Blanc, the Matterhorn, and Jungfrau. Numerous Winter Olympics have taken place in the Alps, most recently Turin, Italy, in 2006.
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THE ADVERB


Commonly seen clues: “Additionally,” “As well,” “Furthermore,” “In addition,” “Likewise,” “Moreover,” “Plus,” and “Too.”
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THE ABBREVIATIONS


“Substitute: Abbr.” clues the shortened form of “alternate.” “Hgt.” and “Cockpit abbr.” indicate the shortened form of “altitude.”


THE KEY


The PC-keyboard Alt key is usually located in the bottom row, adjacent to the space bar.


THE MODEL


Supermodel Carol Alt appeared on over 500 magazine covers in the 1980s.
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THE RELIGIOUS PLACE


Commonly seen clues: “Church platform,” “Rite place,” “Vow venue,” and “Wedding site.”
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MUSICALLY SPEAKING


The alto voice range is lower than soprano, but higher than tenor. It is also the range of some musical instruments, such as the saxophone and flute.


ON THE MAP


Palo Alto, literally “high stick” in Spanish, is located in California’s Silicon Valley, and is the headquarters of Hewlett-Packard.
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OUT OF SCHOOL


As a short form of “alumnus,” commonly seen clues include “Grad,” “Homecoming attendee,” and “Reunion goer.”


IN THE MEDICINE CHEST


This alum, known chemically as aluminum potassium sulfate, is an astringent (tissue-contracting agent), often used in styptic pencils to stop the bleeding from minor cuts.
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THE DOC BLOC


As an abbreviation for American Medical Association, commonly seen clues are usually variations of “Drs.’ org.” and “Physicians’ gp.”


THE TITLES


“I Am a Rock” is a 1960s song by Simon and Garfunkel. I Am a Camera is a 1955 film based on the Christopher Isherwood novel Goodbye to Berlin, which was also the source for the musical play and film Cabaret.
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IN THE KITCHEN AND LAUNDRY ROOM


Household appliance brand Amana is perhaps best known for its Radarange brand of microwave ovens, and is now a subsidiary of the Whirlpool Corporation. You’re most likely to see clues based either on the various types of appliances they make (refrigerators, washing machines, etc.), or competitive brands (Hotpoint, Maytag, KitchenAid, Frigidaire, etc.).
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Accumulate,” “Collect,” “Gather,” and “Pile up.”
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RELIGIOUSLY SPEAKING


Commonly seen clues: “Grace finale,” “Hymn ending,” and “Prayer conclusion.” It is the last word of the New Testament.


THE SECULAR EXCLAMATION


As an expression of agreement, AMEN is usually clued colloquially with variations on “I agree!,” “Right on!,” and “You said it!”


ON TV


The sitcom Amen ran from 1986 to 1991, starring Sherman Hemsley as a Philadelphia deacon.
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ON THE MAP


The city of Ames, on the Skunk River, is the home of Iowa State University.



THE SURNAME


In the 1960s, Ed Ames appeared on the TV series Daniel Boone and had a Top 10 song, “My Cup Runneth Over.” Aldrich Ames was a former CIA agent convicted in 1994 of spying for Russia.
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IN FRENCH


As the French word for “friend,” commonly seen clues are variations of “Buddy in Bordeaux” and “Parisian pal.”


BLANKETY-BLANKS


Cluing the two words AM I, commonly seen colloquialisms include “What ___, chopped liver?” and “Who ___ to argue?” From Genesis, there’s “___ my brother’s keeper?” And let’s not forget the immortal words of Little Jack Horner, “What a good boy ___.”
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THE PREPOSITION


Commonly seen clues: “During,” “In the center of,” and “Surrounded by.”
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IN WEAPONS


As the short form of “ammunition,” commonly seen clues include “Arsenal contents,” “Bullets,” “Military stockpile,” and “Sharpshooter’s need.”
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THE ADVERB


Commonly seen clues: “In a frenzy,” “Out of control,” “Run ___,” and “Wildly.”
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FOR LOVERS


“Amor” is the word for “love” in Latin and Spanish. Amor was another name for the Roman love god Cupid, the son of Venus. The Latin expression “Omnia vincit amor” means “Love conquers all.”
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IN THE BIBLE


Amos is a book of the Old Testament, named for a minor prophet.


LAST NAMES


Tori Amos is a pop singer/pianist. Actor John Amos appeared in the miniseries Roots and was a regular on the 1970s sitcom Good Times. Cookie entrepreneur Wally Amos gave his name to the Famous Amos brand.


FIRST NAMES


Amos Oz is an Israeli author. Amos Alonzo Stagg had a 56-year career as a college football coach. Amos ’n’ Andy was a long-running sitcom on old-time radio.
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IN PHYSICS


Short for “ampere,” the amp is a unit of current.


IN SOUND


As a shortened form of “amplifier,” commonly seen clues include “Guitarist gear,” “Roadie’s burden,” “Rock concert equipment,” “Sound booster,” and “Stereo component.”
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THE PLACES


Santa Ana, California, is the largest city in Orange County. Santa Ana winds sweep through southern California in late fall and winter. ANA can also be clued with references to Anaheim sports teams, such as “Scoreboard abbr. for the NHL’s Ducks.”


THE PEOPLE


Ana Ivanovic is a retired tennis pro from Serbia, Ana Gasteyer was once a regular on Saturday Night Live, and actress Ana-Alicia is best known for her starring role in the TV series Falcon Crest. The narrator of the Fifty Shades books, Anastasia Steele, is called Ana for short.


IN THE AIR


ANA, short for All Nippon Airways, is Japan’s largest airline.


IN THE DICTIONARY


An ana is a collection of miscellaneous information on a particular subject.


ON TV


Contestants on the game show Wheel of Fortune can “buy” any vowel for $250. Thus the answer to “Wheel of Fortune purchase” may be AN A (as well as AN E, AN I, and AN O).


COLLOQUIALLY


As in the phrase “Get an A for effort.” But be careful on this one, because “Get an E for effort” is also a common phrase, so the answer to “Get ___ for effort” may be either ANA or ANE.
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THE CONJUNCTION


Commonly seen clues: “As well as,” “Furthermore,” “In addition,” “Moreover,” and “Plus.”




NOT SO FAST!


“Bird home”: C ___ ___ E


The answer can be CAGE (at home or in a zoo) as well as COTE (as for pigeons or doves).
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THE ADVERB


Commonly seen clues: “All over again,” “Another time,” “From scratch,” “From the top,” and “Once more.”
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THE SINGERS


There’s soul singer Anita Baker, pop singer Anita Bryant, jazz singer Anita O’Day, and Anita Pointer, one of the Pointer Sisters. In West Side Story, the character of Anita (played by Rita Moreno in the film version) sings “America” and “A Boy Like That.”


OTHER CELEBRITIES


Writer Anita Loos is best known for Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. Other Anita authors are Shreve and Brookner. Actress Anita Ekberg starred in the Fellini film La Dolce Vita.
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THE SINGER/SONGWRITER


The hits of Canadian singer-songwriter Paul Anka include “Diana,” “Times of Your Life,” “Puppy Love,” and “My Way.” He composed “Johnny’s Theme,” the theme music for The Tonight Show when Johnny Carson was the host.
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IN THE MOVIES


There are actresses Blyth, Jillian, Miller, Reinking, Sheridan, and Sothern. Ann Darrow is the lead female role in the original King Kong film (portrayed originally by Fay Wray, and in remakes by Jessica Lange and Naomi Watts).


OTHER CELEBRITIES


Writers named Ann include Beattie, Coulter, Patchett, and Rule. Ann Compton and Ann Curry are TV journalists. Ann Lee founded the Shakers religious sect. Advice columnist Ann Landers was the twin sister of advice columnist Dear Abby. Ann Richards was governor of Texas in the 1990s.


UNREAL ANNS


Ann Taylor is the name of a chain of women’s clothing stores, but the name was made up and isn’t the name of a real person. Rag doll Raggedy Ann is the sister of Raggedy Andy in a series of children’s books.


ANN IN THE MIDDLE


Lee Ann Womack is a country singer, Penelope Ann Miller is an actress, Mary Ann Evans was the real name of British writer George Eliot, and “Barbara Ann” is a Beach Boys tune.


ON THE MAP


Ann Arbor, Michigan, is near Detroit. Cape Ann is in eastern Massachusetts.
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FOR REAL


Authors named Anna include Sewell and Quindlen. Actress Annas include Faris, Magnani, and Paquin. First lady Eleanor Roosevelt’s full name was Anna Eleanor Roosevelt. Anna Kournikova is a Russian tennis pro. Anna Pavlova was a Russian ballerina. Anna Moffo was an opera star. Anna Freud, daughter of psychologist Sigmund, was also a psychologist.



IN FICTION


She’s the title character in Eugene O’Neill’s play Anna Christie, the Tolstoy novel Anna Karenina, and the “I” in the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical The King and I.
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WRITERS AND WRITINGS


Anne Frank wrote a famous World War II–era diary. Anne Brontë was the sister of Charlotte and Emily. Anne Rice is best known for her vampire novels, Anne Tyler for The Accidental Tourist. Anne of Green Gables is a novel by Canadian author Lucy Maud Montgomery.


THE ACTRESSES


There’s Archer, Bancroft, Baxter, Francis, Hathaway, Heche, Jackson, and Meara (mother of actor Ben Stiller).


THE BRITS


Princess Anne is the daughter of Queen Elizabeth II. Queen Anne succeeded her father James II to the throne of England in 1702, and two of Henry VIII’s six wives were Annes: Anne Boleyn and Anne of Cleves. Anne was the name of William Shakespeare’s wife.


OTHER CELEBRITIES


Anne Klein is a fashion designer, Anne Murray is a Canadian pop singer, and Anne Lindbergh was the wife of aviator Charles.
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FOR REAL


The life of sharpshooter Annie Oakley was the basis of the musical Annie Get Your Gun. There’s also singer Lennox, photographer Leibovitz, and actress Potts.



IN FICTION


The comic strip “Little Orphan Annie” was turned into the musical Annie, in which the title character sings “Tomorrow.” Annie’s dog is named Sandy and her guardian is Daddy Warbucks. The title character in the Woody Allen film Annie Hall was portrayed by Diane Keaton.
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IN LATIN


All you need to know about “anno” is that it’s Latin for “in the year of,” seen today almost always as part of the phrase anno Domini, “A.D.” for short.
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THE ABBREVIATION


As a short form of “anonymous,” commonly seen clues include variations of “Quote book abbr.” and “Unknown auth.”


THE ADVERB


As a synonym for “soon” often seen in poems, commonly seen clues include “Before long,” “In a while,” “Presently,” and “Shortly, to Shakespeare.”
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THE INSECT


Commonly seen clues: “Aardvark snack,” “Hill builder,” “Pantry invader,” “Picnic pest,” “Queen’s subject,” and “Tiny colonist.” Paul Rudd plays the superhero Ant-Man in several Marvel movies. The main character of Pixar’s A Bug’s Life is an ant named Flik.
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CARDWISE


In the sense of an initial payment in poker, commonly seen clues include “Chip in a chip,” “Deal preceder,” “Pay to play,” “Penny, perhaps,” and “Start the pot.”


FROM THE LATIN


“Ante” is the Latin word for “before,” and the “A” in the timely abbreviation “A.M.”
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FOR STARTERS


As a prefix meaning “against,” commonly seen clues include “Contra- relative,” “Part of ABM” (as in “antiballistic missile”), and clues that start with “Prefix for” and usually end with “freeze,” “social,” or “virus.”


THE NOUN


Although it’s in the dictionary as a person who is against something, it’s commonly seen with this meaning only in crosswords, with clues like “Dissenter,” “Naysayer,” “Opponent,” and “Pro foe.”
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THE ADJECTIVE


Commonly seen clues: “Even one,” “One or more,” and “Whichever.”


IN TITLES


“Any” films include Any Given Sunday (directed by Oliver Stone), Any Wednesday (starring Jane Fonda and Jason Robards), and Any Which Way You Can (with Clint Eastwood). Unsafe at Any Speed is Ralph Nader’s book on auto safety.


OTHER BLANKETY-BLANKS


Common colloquialism clues: “___ luck?,” “___ objections?,” “___ questions?,” and “___ takers?” There’s also the excerpt from the “Baa Baa Black Sheep” nursery rhyme, “Have you ___ wool?”
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ON THE WEB


Short for the internet service provider (ISP) originally known as America Online, AOL purchased media conglomerate Time Warner at the height of its popularity in 2001. It was later spun off as a separate company, which merged with Verizon in 2015. It’s known for its Buddy List, instant messaging service (AIM), and its “You’ve got mail” announcement to users, although all of those things have been retired.
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GREAT STUFF


Commonly seen A-ONE clues: “Excellent,” “First-class,” “Superb,” and “Top-notch.”
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HEARTY


The aorta is the largest artery in the human body. Commonly seen clues are variations of “Blood line,” “It comes from the heart,” and “Major artery.”
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THE ADVERB


Commonly seen clues: “Independently,” “In pieces,” “Isolated,” “Not together,” and “Separated.”
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LITERALLY SPEAKING


Apes are nonhuman primates without tails, which distinguishes them from monkeys. The adjective “simian” can refer to either monkeys or apes. Apes seen in crossword clues include the chimpanzee, gibbon, gorilla, and orangutan, and filmdom’s King Kong.



FIGURATIVELY SPEAKING


As a clumsy person, commonly seen clues include “Big lug,” “Bruiser,” “Galoot,” and “Lummox.”


THE VERB


As a synonym for “mimic,” commonly seen clues include “Copy,” “Emulate,” “Imitate,” and “Parrot.”
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INFORMALLY SPEAKING


As a slang term for “each,” clues you’ll see most often for A POP will be variations of “Apiece,” “Individually,” and “Per unit.”
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ON THE CALENDAR


As an abbreviation for the month of April, clues for “Apr.” will usually contain, in addition to “mo.” (“month” abbreviated), one of these keywords: spring, 30 days, IRS, CPA, or showery.


IN ADS


This is also an abbreviation for “annual percentage rate,” which, per the Truth in Lending Act, is required to be posted in ads for mortgages, auto loans, and so on.
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THE ADJECTIVE


As a synonym for “prone,” commonly seen clues include “Disposed,” “Inclined,” and “Likely.” Meaning “appropriate”: “Fitting,” “Suitable,” and “Well-put.” Meaning “intelligent”: “Quick to learn” and “Very smart.”


THE ABBREVIATION


As a short form of “apartment,” commonly seen clues include “Envelope abbr.,” “It may have an EIK” (short for “eat-in kitchen”), and “Rental dwelling: Abbr.”
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THE COLOR


The Latin word for “water,” aqua is almost always a color when seen in crosswords. Sometimes called a “greenish blue,” sometimes a “bluish green,” and often referred to as a “pastel shade.”
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THE PERSON


Arabs are the majority in the Middle Eastern nations of Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen. Arab men’s traditional garb includes a burnoose (cloak) and kaffiyeh (headdress).


THE BEAST


The Arab (or Arabian) breed of horse is known for its intelligence, grace, and speed.
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THE LINE


Commonly seen clues: “Circle section,” “Curved line,” “Eyebrow shape,” “Fly ball trajectory,” and “Orbital path.” The “line” of an arc can also be a figurative one, as in a temporary storyline of a TV soap opera.



[image: ] ARCH [image: ]



THE NOUN


An arch may be a curved architectural feature, such as the famous ones in Paris and St. Louis, or a part of the foot or a shoe.


THE ADJECTIVE


As a synonym for “sly,” commonly seen clues include “Crafty,” “Cunning,” and “Roguish.”
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Exist,” “Have being,” and “Live and breathe.”


IN TITLES


There’s “All the Things You Are” (Jerome Kern tune), “Chances Are” (Johnny Mathis tune), Diamonds Are Forever (James Bond film), and “Where the Boys Are” (Connie Francis tune).


COLLOQUIALLY SPEAKING


Often seen phrases include “Are we there yet?,” “Are you serious?,” “Who do you think you are?,” and “You are here.”
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GENERIC


Commonly seen clues include “Neck of the woods,” “Neighborhood,” “Region,” “Sector,” and “Vicinity.” The word can also mean one’s field of expertise or specialty.


MATHEMATICALLY SPEAKING


As it relates to a two-dimensional measure: “Carpet calculation,” “Geographical stat,” “Geometry finding,” and “Square footage.”
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THE NOUN


Commonly seen clues: “Battleground,” “Field of conflict,” “Sports stadium,” and “Where the action is.”




NOT SO FAST!


“Modify”: ___ M E N D


The answer can be AMEND or the similar EMEND.
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THE GOD


The Greek god Ares was the god of war, equivalent to the Romans’ Mars. The son of Zeus and Hera, his children include the Amazons and Romulus and Remus.
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BY THE POUND


“Arf!” is the sound of a dog’s bark, popularized by the comic strip “Little Orphan Annie” as coming from Annie’s dog Sandy.
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THE MOVIE


The 2012 film Argo, starring and directed by Ben Affleck, won three Oscars, including Best Picture.


THE SHIP


In Greek mythology, the Argo carried Jason and his Argonauts in search of the Golden Fleece.
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PEOPLE


Ari Shapiro is an NPR host and reporter. Ari was the nickname of Greek shipping magnate Aristotle Onassis, second husband of Jacqueline Kennedy. Ari Fleischer is a former presidential press secretary. Actress Ari Meyers appeared on the sitcom Kate & Allie. Ari Ben Canaan is the main character in the Leon Uris novel Exodus, portrayed by Paul Newman in the film adaptation of the same name. Ariana Grande’s nickname (and perfume) is Ari.


IN SPORTS


“ARI” is the abbreviation for the Arizona Diamondbacks major-league baseball team, as it often appears on scoreboards. As such, “N.L. West team” will often be seen as part of the clue.
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IN MUSIC


An aria is a voice solo in an opera or oratorio. Clues will usually refer to well-known operas (such as Carmen, Otello, Rigoletto, and Tosca), opera singers (such as Kiri Te Kanawa, Luciano Pavarotti, Leontyne Price, and Beverly Sills), opera houses (such as the Met and La Scala), opera composers (such as Puccini and Verdi) or the arias themselves (such as “Caro nome,” “Summertime,” and “Vesti la giubba”).
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LITERALLY SPEAKING


As a synonym for “dry” as in “parched,” commonly seen clues include “Desertlike,” “Lacking water,” “Like the Gobi,” and “Saharan.”


FIGURATIVELY SPEAKING


As a synonym for “dry” as in “uninteresting,” commonly seen clues include “Jejune,” “Uninspired,” and “Vapid.”
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REAL PEOPLE


Ariel Sharon was prime minister of Israel from 2001 to 2006. Historian Ariel Durant collaborated with her husband Will on The Story of Civilization.


UNREAL PEOPLE, ETC.


Ariel is the title character of the Disney film The Little Mermaid and the sprite in Shakespeare’s The Tempest. Ariel is also one of the moons of the planet Uranus.
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UP IN THE SKY


Aries is the constellation of the ram, and a sign of the zodiac (after Pisces and before Taurus), covering the period from March 20 to April 19.
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AS PEOPLE DO


Commonly seen clues: “Get out of bed,” “Greet the day,” and “Stand up.”


AS THINGS DO


Ideas and events may arise also. Commonly seen clues in this sense: “Become evident,” “Come to mind,” “Crop up,” and “Originate.”


The past tense, “arose,” actually appears in crosswords somewhat more often than “arise.” Due, no doubt, to the letter “O” being more useful for puzzle authors than “I.”
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BIBLICALLY, ETC.


Human passengers on Noah’s Ark included Noah, his wife, and his three sons (Ham, Shem, and Japheth) and their wives; the Ark landed on Mount Ararat. Indiana Jones finds the Ark of the Covenant in Raiders of the Lost Ark. An ark is built by Steve Carell’s character under the direction of the Supreme Being in the 2007 film Evan Almighty.


ON THE MAP


As an abbreviation for Arkansas, clues will most often refer either to the state’s neighbors (Louisiana, Texas, Tennessee, Oklahoma, Missouri, Mississippi), its cities (Little Rock, Pine Bluff), or as it being the birthplace of president Bill Clinton.
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IN MUSIC


Folk singer Arlo Guthrie, son of balladeer Woody Guthrie, is best known for his 1967 song “Alice’s Restaurant.”


IN THE PAPER


“Arlo and Janis” is a comic strip about a baby-boomer couple.
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ON THE BODY


Commonly seen clues in this sense may reference arm bones (such as the ulna, humerus, and radius), arm muscles and joints (such as the biceps and elbow), or be more evocative (such as “Escort’s offering,” “Part of a shirt,” “Pitcher’s pride,” and “Tattoo site”).


ELSEWHERE


Other things with arms to keep in mind: chairs, phonographs, slot machines, sofas, and starfish.


THE VERB


Commonly seen clues in this sense include “Give guns to,” “Prepare for battle,” and “Provide with weapons.”
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IN MUSIC


English composer Thomas Arne is best known for writing the anthem “Rule, Britannia!”


IN THE CABINET


Arne Duncan served as secretary of education for Barack Obama from 2009 to 2015.



[image: ] AROMA [image: ]



IN YOUR NOSE


Synonym clues include “Odor,” “Scent,” “Bouquet,” and “Fragrance.” More evocative clues will mention places known for their pleasant aromas, such as bakeries, kitchens, and coffeehouses. Less pleasant aromas are referred to now and then.
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THE VERB


See ARISE for common clues that refer to the past tense verb.



NOT THE VERB


The partial phrase “a rose” sometimes appears in clues like “End of a Gertrude Stein line” (“Rose is a rose is a rose”), or in excerpts from the famous Romeo and Juliet quotation (“ ‘That which we call ___ . . .’: Shakespeare” or “ ‘___ / By any other name . . .’: Shakespeare”).
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THE NOUN


Commonly seen clues in this sense include “Creative skill,” “Critic’s specialty,” “Gallery display,” “Illustrations,” and “Painting or sculpture.”


THE VERB


In this sense, it’s the old-style form of “are.” Juliet says “Wherefore art thou Romeo?” in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, and the word is used in the Lord’s Prayer.


THE PEOPLE


Celebrities named Art include columnist Buchwald, actor Carney, TV hosts Fleming and Linkletter, and jazz musicians Blakey and Tatum.
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SIMILES


“Cool ___ cucumber,” “Fit ___ fiddle,” “Flat ___ pancake,” “Hard ___ rock,” “High ___ kite,” and “Smart ___ whip” all clue AS A. “Simile center” hints at these without a fill-in-the-blank.


TO START WITH


Common phrases that start with “as a” are “as a matter of fact” and “as a rule.”


THE PEOPLE


Asa Hutchinson is a former Arkansas congressman, Asa Gray was an American botanist, and Asa was the original first name of entertainer Al Jolson.
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THE ACRONYM


Short for “as soon as possible,” commonly seen clues include “Letters of urgency,” “Memo directive,” “PDQ,” and “Pronto, in the office.”
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ONE WORD


In the sense of “On the ocean,” commonly seen clues are variants of “Between ports,” “On the briny,” “Sailing,” and “Taking a cruise.”


TWO WORDS


“Or to take arms against a sea of troubles” is part of the title character’s famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy in Shakespeare’s Hamlet.
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THE TREE


Ash is a hardwood, used in the manufacture of baseball bats and hockey sticks.


THE RESIDUE


In this sense, ash is the powdery remains of burning, such as from volcanoes or fireplaces. Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent.


THE COLORS


Ash can be a grayish blond or a silvery gray color.
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THE COURT GREAT


Tennis great Arthur Ashe, contemporary of Jimmy Connors and Björn Borg, won the men’s Wimbledon title in 1975. The New York tennis stadium that is the site of the annual U.S. Open is named for him. Ashe’s books include Off the Court, A Hard Road to Glory, and Days of Grace.




CROSSWORDS 101


Lesson 2: French


These French words appear frequently as crossword answers (accent and diacritical marks, if any, are omitted):


ADIEU (goodbye)


AMI/AMIE (male/female friend)


BON (good)


EAU (water)


ENTRE (between)


EST (is)


ETAT (state)


ETE (summer)


ETES (are, summers)


ETRE (to be)


ICI (here)


IDEE (idea)


ILE (island)


LAIT (milk)


LES (the)


MER (sea)


MLLE (Miss or Ms.)


MME (Mrs.)


MOI (my)


MOT (word)


NEE (born)


NOIR (black)


OUI (yes)


PERE (father)


ROI (king)


SEL (salt)


STE (female saint)


TETE (head)


TRES (very)


UNE (one)
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BLANKETY-BLANKS


“___ was saying . . .,” “___ live and breathe!,” and “___ recall . . .” can all clue AS I. As I Lay Dying is a novel by William Faulkner, and “A Fool Such as I” is an Elvis Presley tune.
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ON THE MAP


The world’s largest and most populous continent, Asia is often clued by a country within it, such as China, India, Japan, South Korea, Laos, and Thailand. The Himalayas, Siberia, and the Gobi Desert are all in Asia. The Ural Mountains mark part of the border between Europe and Asia. In the game of Risk, occupying Asia earns a player the most bonus troops.


ON THE RADIO


The band Asia’s hits include “Heat of the Moment” and “Only Time Will Tell.”
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THE NOUN


An aside is a “stage whisper,” a comment that is addressed to the audience by a character in a play, and which is not heard by any other characters on stage. Off the stage, an aside can be any short digression.


THE ADVERB


Commonly seen clues in this sense: “In reserve,” “Notwithstanding,” “Out of the way,” and “All kidding ___.”
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THE CAVEAT


As a warning to potential buyers, commonly seen clues for AS IS include “Auction proviso,” “Not guaranteed,” “Sales condition,” “Warts and all,” and “Without a warranty.”
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues include “Inquire,” “Invite,” “One way to learn,” “Pop the question,” “Query,” and “Show curiosity.”
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FOR STARTERS


The phrase AS OF is often seen before dates to indicate when a certain something is to begin. Typical clues include “Starting from,” “Up until,” “Ever since” and “___ now (so far).”
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INDIVISIBLE


“As one” is synonymous with “all together.” Clues in that vein: “In unison,” “Acting in concert,” “En masse,” and “United.”
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MAN AND BEAST


The venomous snake that was reputedly the undoing of Cleopatra, it is also known as the Egyptian cobra and the horned viper. The Asp is a henchman of Daddy Warbucks in the “Little Orphan Annie” comic strip.
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THE BEAST


Commonly seen clues include “Beast of burden,” “Brayer,” “Pack animal,” and “Wild equine.”


THE PERSON


In this sense, commonly seen clues include “Buffoon,” “Bozo,” “Dolt,” “Knucklehead,” “Ninny,” “Obstinate cuss,” and “Pompous one.”
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LITERALLY SPEAKING


In the accounting sense, commonly seen clues include “Balance sheet listing,” “Item of value,” “Liability’s opposite,” and “Stock or bond.”



FIGURATIVELY SPEAKING


Less tangible assets include intelligence, poise, wisdom, and diplomacy, for example.
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THE ABBREVIATION


As a short form of “association,” it is part of the names of the ABA, AMA, NAACP, NBA, NEA, PGA, PTA, and YMCA. Clued more synonymously, there’s “Professional org.,” “Special-interest gp.,” and “Trade org.”
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THE ABBREVIATION


As a short form of “assistant,” commonly seen clues include “Aide: Abbr.,” “CEO’s helper,” “Deputy: Abbr.,” “Prof.’s rank,” and “Type of D.A.”
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ON THE MAP


The Italian province of Asti, in the Piedmont region, is famous for its wines. In particular, the sparkling wine known as Asti spumante originated there.
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IN LEGALESE


“As to” appears at the beginning of legal memos, where it is synonymous with “about,” “concerning,” “in the matter of,” “in re,” and “regarding.”



[image: ] ASTRO [image: ]



IN SPORTS


Houston’s major-league baseball team is the Astros. The Astros switched their big-league affiliation in 2013 from the National League to the American League.


IN TOONDOM


Astro is the dog of the title family in the futuristic animated series The Jetsons.


TO START WITH


As a prefix, “astro” can precede “physics” and “nautical.”
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NOT SO GREAT


Clues for A TAD are almost always synonyms, such as “Slightly,” “Not much,” “Hardly any,” and “The merest bit.”
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THE COMPANY


Atari introduced the first commercially successful video game, Pong, in 1972. Its other successful games include Asteroids, Breakout, Centipede, Gauntlet, Missile Command, and Tempest.
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COLLOQUIALLY SPEAKING


In the sense of “fighting,” commonly seen clues for AT IT include “Arguing,” “Bickering,” and “Squabbling.” In the sense of “busy”: “Buckling down,” “Hard at work,” and “Plugging away.”


BLANKETY-BLANKS


To “Have at it” is to fight, to “take a crack at it” is to try, and to “keep at it” is to persist.
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IN THE WATER


“Atl.” is an abbreviation for “Atlantic,” for which you’ll see clues such as “Part of NATO: Abbr.” (North Atlantic Treaty Organization), and “It’s east of Fla.”


ON LAND


It’s also an abbreviation for “Atlanta,” with clues such as “Home of the Braves: Abbr.,” “N.L. East team,” and “Capital of Ga.”
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THE LIFTER


Atlas, brother of Prometheus, was the mythical Titan who was condemned to support the sky on his shoulders.


THE BOOK


The book of maps gets its name from the mythical Atlas.


THE MISSILE


Atlas was the first U.S. intercontinental ballistic missile.
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IN THE MONEY


The ATM (automated teller machine) was embraced by crossword authors about as rapidly as by bank customers. Typical clues: “S&L convenience,” “$ dispenser,” and “24-hr. bank feature.” NCR (formerly called National Cash Register) is one of the largest manufacturers of ATMs.
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IN SCIENCE


As it relates to chemistry or physics, commonly seen clues include “Building block of matter,” “Energy source,” “Fission subject,” and “Molecule part.”



THINKING SMALL


In the sense of something very small: “Little bit,” “Scintilla,” and “Tiny quantity.”
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Expiate,” “Do penance,” “Make amends,” and “Observe Yom Kippur” (the Jewish annual day of atonement).
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THE PREPOSITION


Commonly seen clues: “At the summit,” “On the crest of,” “Perched on,” and “Surmounting.”
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COLLOQUIALLY SPEAKING


Although dictionaries tell us that both “asea” and “at sea” can mean “confused,” “asea” is rarely clued this way in puzzles, while “at sea” is clued in this sense most of the time, with clues such as “Baffled,” “Befuddled,” “Clueless,” and “Perplexed.”


LITERALLY SPEAKING


Commonly seen clues in this sense are similar to those for “asea,” such as “Between ports,” “On the briny,” “Sailing,” and “Taking a cruise.”
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LEGALLY SPEAKING


As a short form of “attorney,” commonly seen clues include “ABA member” (American Bar Association), “Courtroom fig.,” and “Lawyer: Abbr.”



MA BELL


Though the large telephone company is properly known as AT&T, you’ll sometimes see telephonic clues for ATT like “Long-distance letters.”
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ON CORRESPONDENCE


Short for “attention,” ATTN is seen on business correspondence, to direct a piece of mail to a particular person or department. Clues will always be something like: “Memo abbr.,” “Letters on an envelope,” or “Mail-routing abbr.”
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ON THE ROAD


Audi is a make of German automobile, a subsidiary of the Volkswagen Group. Typical clues: “German car,” “BMW competitor,” “Mercedes rival,” and “Autobahn auto” (an autobahn is a German highway).
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THE ATMOSPHERE


Commonly seen clues: “Ambiance,” “Distinctive air,” “New Age glow,” and “Subtle quality.”
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ON THE ROAD


Clues in the vehicle sense are usually by example, listing auto makes (Chevrolet, Toyota, etc.), or body styles (coupe, convertible, etc.).


FOR STARTERS


As a prefix, “auto” can precede words such as “graph,” “biography,” and “pilot.”



FOR SHORT


As a shortened form for “automatic,” the most commonly seen clues are variations on “Camera setting” and “Opposite of manual.”
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THE ABBREVIATION


As a short form of “avenue,” generic clues include “City map abbr.,” “St. crosser,” and “Urban rd.” Specific avenues often seen are New York City’s Madison and Lexington, and Washington, D.C.’s Pennsylvania and Constitution.


IN LATIN


As an old Roman word of greeting meaning “hail,” clues are variations of “Forum welcome” and “Greeting to Galba.” “Ave Maria” is a Roman Catholic prayer.
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THE VERB


Commonly seen clues: “Assert,” “Declare,” “Maintain,” “Profess,” and “State confidently.”


INSIDER’S TIP: “Aver” and “avow” are nearly synonymous, and the same clues are often seen for both words. That’s why experienced puzzlers always wait for crossing-clue verification before filling in the last two letters of “A V ___ ___.”
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GETTING EMOTIONAL


Clues for AVID are almost always synonyms, such as “Enthusiastic,” “Ardent,” “Zealous,” and “Raring to go.”
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THE COMPANY


Avis Rent-a-Car, founded in 1946, has been using the slogan “We try harder” since the 1960s. It is often defined as an “alternative” to other car rental companies, such as Alamo, Budget, Dollar, Enterprise, Hertz, and National.


IN LATIN


“Avis” is the Latin word for “bird.” The Latin idiom rara avis means “rare bird,” or anything out of the ordinary.
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THE RIVER


Avon is the name of at least four different rivers in Great Britain, but in crosswords it’s always the one that flows through the town of Stratford-Upon-Avon, home of William Shakespeare, a.k.a. “the Bard.”


THE COMPANY


Avon Products is primarily in the perfume and cosmetics business, its memorable “Avon calling” TV commercials featuring a salesperson ringing a homeowner’s doorbell. Its competitors include Revlon and Mary Kay.
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THE ADJECTIVE


Commonly seen clues: “Clued in,” “Cognizant,” “Conscious,” “In the know,” “Mindful,” and “With it.”




NOT SO FAST!


“Open-eyed”: A W A ___ E


The answer can be AWAKE or AWARE.
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THE NOUN


Commonly seen noun clues: “Amazement,” “Reverence,” “Veneration,” and “Wonderment.”


THE VERB


As a verb, there’s “Blow away,” “Bowl over,” “Flabbergast,” “Impress greatly,” and “Wow.”
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THE ACRONYM


The military term AWOL is short for “absent without leave,” and may be used as an adjective, adverb (as in “go AWOL”), or noun (for the soldier guilty of the offense). Commonly seen clues: “Army no-show,” “GI’s offense,” “Mil. truant,” and “MP’s quarry.”
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THE TOOL


People using axes include firefighters, loggers, lumberjacks (the legendary Paul Bunyan, notably), and the Tin Woodman from The Wizard of Oz. Tomahawks and hatchets are two kinds of axes. As a verb meaning “to wield an axe,” clues are variations of “Chop down.”
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