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Introduction



Weddings are about tradition and pomp and circumstance and celebration … and of course, love. If only it was that “easy.” Combined with those fun and fanciful aspects of a wedding are emotions, sensitivities, families, and the rules of proper wedding etiquette. There is etiquette that has stood the test of time, and here is etiquette that has evolved and been adapted for modern couples. In the fast-paced ever-changing world we live in, knowing what is proper can help guide you as you plan your wedding or even go about your daily life.


Our world changes on a daily basis, and with that what we as a society consider to be “right” and “wrong” also changes. Weddings and wedding etiquette are keeping up with the times. Ten or fifteen years ago, the rules for wedding parties were changing as more and more couples were having grooms-women and Men of Honor. Now we are contending with cellphones ringing during ceremonies, balancing blended families, and how to show respect to same-sex couples and marriages. As times change, etiquette needs to change to accommodate the modern world.


One thing is very true … expect the unexpected. Every wedding is unique and when you are dealing with people and emotions, you never know what to expect—but you can be prepared. When faced with uncertainty, a bride can turn to The Little Book of Wedding Etiquette as a quick and easy reference for the most common etiquette challenges. Simple, easy-to-read advice for the most common modern dilemmas are in the pages of this little book, so throw it in your purse or bag and you can always be ready with an answer!


As you plan your wedding you will be faced with many decisions and many times you must decide what the right thing to do is. Essentially this is etiquette. The number one rule is to be kind and respectful. Ask yourself: “Is this how I would want to be treated?” “Would this make me feel awkward if I was the guest?” This book will guide you as you plan and prepare for this most magnificent day in your life. So go on, enjoy yourself. Be a gracious bride and a gracious host and enjoy this amazing time in your life.
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Chapter 1:


The Engagement


A wedding is something many women have been dreaming of since they were little girls. Gorgeous gowns, beautiful flowers, elegant music, and diamonds are synonymous with weddings! Some women have been dreaming about this day for a long time, others only started to think about it once the ring was on their finger. No matter the case, a bride-to-be often doesn’t realize the amount of planning that needs to take place before that magical day.



DOES ANYONE STILL ASK PERMISSION?


At one time it was a groom’s duty, obligation even, to meet with a bride’s parents and ask permission for her hand in marriage. With modern couples living independently and making their own decisions regarding their life, asking permission is a largely ceremonial act that is currently done to accommodate a bride or groom’s preference or cultural and religious traditions.


When deciding whether or not to ask permission, a groom (and bride) must take all things into consideration. Some religions and many cultures view a man asking permission for a woman’s hand as a necessity and a sign of respect. Additionally, the parents of younger adults (those of legal age but maybe still in college, living at home, etc.) may also expect the courtesy of being asked permission. Still, some brides, no matter how savvy or independent they are in life, find themselves embracing long-standing traditions when it comes to their wedding planning, and may expect their boyfriends to ask permission before proposing.


RING CONSIDERATIONS


A wedding is about love and celebrating a union of two people, but let’s be honest, the ring is an integral part of the Western wedding and engagement ritual. Many conversations will begin with “Can I see the ring?” That does not mean the ring needs to be big. It does not mean that your fiancé needs to break the bank—that two-months salary rule no longer applies. It does not mean that you have to have a diamond. And technically, you do not really have to have a ring to call it an engagement (but not many women will go for that!). What a ring does need to symbolize is the fact that time, care, consideration, and love went into the selection and purchase of this special, life-long piece of jewelry.


Traditionally, the man typically shops for and makes the ring decisions by himself, but traditions are being rewritten every day. Many ladies shop right alongside their significant others for the engagement ring. It does take some—or all—of the surprise out of this, but many couples feel it is appropriate and important as it ensures the lady gets just what she wants—a ring that ultimately reflects her personal style (and is one that he can afford).


A diamond engagement ring has become almost expected. The purchase of a diamond is a major investment, and your fiancé (or you) should research the criteria known as The Four C’s, as they affect the final value and price of the stone.


The Four C’s are:




Clarity: Measures the flaws and imperfections on the diamond.


Cut: Refers to the actual configuration or shape of the stone.


Color: Refers to the stone’s color. The most desirable are colorless stones, but in recent times yellow diamonds, pink diamonds, and other variations have become trendy.


Carat: Refers to the size and weight of the stone.





There are ring options beyond a diamond engagement ring. An heirloom ring, passed down from either side of the family, can be a treasured and truly special way to express a couple’s love and commitment. If the engagement is a surprise, there is always the chance that an heirloom ring may not be exactly what you had in mind. In such situations, there needs to be discussion with your fiancé and that particular side of the family, explaining the reasons, as well as presenting some alternative ideas, such as accepting the ring but ultimately wearing the ring on the other hand.


Colored gemstones, such as the bride’s favorite stone or her birthstone are options as well. With the amazing jewelry designers out there, even bands of precious metals are also options for en engagement ring. Who’s to say you cannot celebrate your love and commitment with a birthstone or your favorite gemstone … or no stone at all?


While much attention is paid to the bride’s engagement ring, you will also need to consider the wedding bands. The wedding bands are a symbol of the marriage rather than simply the engagement. The rings will be exchanged during the ceremony. Some women do forgo a separate wedding band, but most find a band that complements the style of the engagement ring so that they may wear them together after the wedding. The man’s wedding band can be simple or ornate, reflecting his personal style, and the bands do not need to match one another.


On the wedding day the engagement ring should be slipped onto your right hand prior to the ceremony. During the ring exchange your ring finger should be bare and awaiting your wedding band, as the wedding band is worn “closest to your heart.” After the ceremony, once that wedding band has been placed upon your finger, slide the engagement ring back on the ring finger.


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Maybe you have waited years, maybe you have waited months, maybe it was a surprise, but now you have a ring on your finger and want everyone to know about your happiness. But before you grab the phone or hit the internet to start spreading the word … STOP! Your mom may not appreciate hearing the news from your best friend’s babysitter while in line at the grocery store. For some things, there is no substitute. Telling your parents and other important people in your life needs to be taken care of the old-fashioned way.


It is becoming a rare circumstance for today’s families to all live in one city or even state. People live all over the country, and even all over the world, so you just need to do your best to make the announcement special and meaningful no matter who lives where, who you are telling, or how many times you need to tell it.


Officially, here is the order in which you spread the news:


•Children of either party
(if there are any)


•Bride’s parents (if divorced, the parent who raised you should be told first, then the other parent)


•Groom’s parents (if divorced, the parent who raised you should be told first, then the other parent)


If either the bride or groom have children, telling them the news of the engagement should be the first priority. It is of the utmost importance to make sure the children feel a part of the new family. Correspondence with the ex-spouse or boyfriend/girlfriend (in whichever way best suits your current relationship) is in order when children are involved. If both the bride or groom have an ex-spouse and no children are involved then the decision is clearly based upon the relationship between the exes.


Once all of the immediate and closest family members are told, it is time to announce the good news to the rest of the world! Close friends (although you may have already told your best friend) and other family members should be told next. Once those closest to you have been told, you are free to spread the word! In many cases the news of the engagement will have traveled quickly.


Some couples will be enticed to announce the news on all forms of social media—this is a tricky subject. Before you start tweeting or updating Facebook statuses, really think about the ramifications of it. Will all of your Facebook friends think they are invited? Will a distant cousin who thinks she is closer to you than you think she is be offended that this is how she found out? Ultimately making the decision of whether or not to post such great news on social media is your own and you will have to weigh the pros and cons of doing so. If you do decide to post your news via social media, be sure to wait a few weeks so that you can ensure as many people who need to be told in person have been told that way. A simple change in your relationship status is acceptable and may be the best way to announce the news.


There are other appropriate ways to reach a large audience with your announcement. Publishing an engagement announcement in the newspapers of your hometown, current town, and sometimes college town is one way to share your news. You will need to contact each publication, as each has its own requirements and guidelines. You may also consider sending (printed) engagement announcements, which provide a formality to the news. Information about the engagement, names of the couple, and location of the wedding and hosts of the event should be included. Traditionally, the announcements are issued by the bride’s parents. Do not send an announcement to anyone who will not be invited to the wedding.


Once the parents are told, it is traditional that the groom’s parents reach out to the bride’s parents to extend their congratulations. If possible, the two sets of parents should try to find a time to meet in person. If they live far apart, the particulars of a meeting are a bit trickier. If either the bride’s or groom’s parents are divorced, then the parent who raised the bride/groom should make the phone call. If the bride or groom has not met the other’s parents, steps should be taken right away to make a meeting possible. If that meeting cannot take place right away, a sweet note can help break the ice. Be sure to make this meeting a priority.



THE ENGAGEMENT PARTY


What better way to celebrate your love and this milestone in your life than with an engagement party? The engagement party marks the beginning of the wedding celebrations, so it should be held soon after the engagement is announced, ensuring that it will not interfere with any other wedding parties or events. The bride’s parents typically plan and host the engagement party. Sometimes the party is held in the bride’s (or possibly groom’s) hometown, but if a couple has been living away from their families for awhile, it may make more sense to host the party where the couple currently lives so that their friends may attend.
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