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FOR BIG FANS AND LITTLE PUNKS


Who are the world’s most important artists? How did they 


start their bands and careers?What makes arock star?


History of Rock


 is divided into several chapters, each 


starting with an introduction about a genre. Alongside the 


illustrations you’ll find text and trivia about the musicians 


from this movement, funny anecdotes, their origin and 


what music genre(s) they played. There’s also suggestions 


of songs from other important artists that have not 


been featured. 


There are musicians from all walks of life. Some studied 


music in school, others learned by themselves or with 


friends and some have never stopped learning and trying 


new things. For any words you don’t know, you can check 


the glossary at the end of the book where you’ll find 


more than 40 definitions of genres, musical terms and 


much more.


Three essential factors aligned in order for this book to 


come to life: my passion for music, the fact that I’m a 


teacher who interacts daily with children and, finally, the 


realisation that there are almost no books about rock for 


children. This was the determining factor in embarking 


on this music epic targeted at children (while winking 


at adults too).


There are many ways to write about the history of 


music. Each writer has their own way of listening to 


and understanding music. In this book I tried to follow 


history’s timeline, highlighting the most important artists 


and bands of each era. I looked at the level of influence 


they had on others and the depth of their mark on our 


culture. This required investigative work consisting of 


research, structuring, listening and categorising hundreds 


of bands. In order to avoid making it too personal, I 


perused books and reference websites, different top 


charts from magazines and field experts, lists of essential 


bands curated by musicians and music lovers and also 


websites and biographies from the bands themselves. Still, 


I’ve surely left out some artists that should have been 


highlighted, but space is finite.


I was fortunate enough to work with a talented team: 


Nuno, my project editor, who had the demanding work 


of cutting off unnecessary fat and improving many of 


the texts; Joana, who has materialised my ideas for each 


artist or band in art form, Andreia who brought all the 


parts together without ever failing a deadline. This team 


was joined by Pedro, the translator, who turned out to be 


much more than that; being passionate about music he 


didn’t leave a loose end. Finally, Charlotte came aboard 


and reviewed the English text to makeit bulletproof.


I’ve wondered many times if the reason for this project’s 


existence lies actually in my own childhood, in the 


pleasure that I would have drawn from reading such a 


book, one that would reveal to me a less obvious musical 


realm in a way I could understand.


I suggest that, while reading the book, you listen to some 


of the recommended songs – the best way to know music 


is to listen to it. If you do this, you’ll learn what it really 


takes to become a rock star!


Rita Nabais


For the little punks in my life: Francisco, João, Guilherme, 


Matilde, Maria, Vasco, Alice, Tiago, ZéPedro, Inês, Sofi


a, 


Gonçalo and those to come.


— Rita


To all those with whom I’ve shared tapes, CDs and endless 


conversations about music. To all those with whom I’ve had 


the pleasure of attending concerts. To all those with whom I’ve 


played ‘band’. To all those with whom I’ve played in make-


believe bands. To my best friends.


— Joana
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In the early 1950s a musical earthquake called


rock and roll


shook the United States. People from 


all walks of life worked side by side, creating music and fusing different sounds and styles for the 


first time, to create 


rock


. The energetic rhythms and the simple (and often risky)language struck a 


chord, especially with young people. Many talented musicians were at the start of this journey, but 


these artists are seen as some of the original icons of this musical phenomenon.


BILL HALEY & HIS COMETS


At first, Bill Haley was a 


country


singer.He later performed 


R&B


, before deciding to mix these two styles into one 


song called ‘Crazy, Man, Crazy’. His young fans went 


wild for it! Bill decided to swap his cowboy outfit with a 


chequered jacket, cover his hair with pomade (a type of hair 


wax) and curl a big lock of it down his forehead. His band 


began performing


 


rock and roll


before the 


name was even 


invented. They recorded two of the most famous songs in 


the history of 


rock


: ‘Rock Around the Clock’ and ‘Shake, 


Rattle and Roll’.


LITTLE RICHARD


Little Richard was one of the first 


rock 


and roll 


stars. He was 10 years old when he 


performed live for the first time, and by age 


14 he had left home to follow travelling music 


acts. His songs followed a 


formula – fast and 


explosive piano playing, lyrics that often didn’t 


make sense, and his trademark high-pitched 


singing voice. Little Richard’s first major hit 


was


 ‘


Tutti Frutti’, which contains a whole load 


of nonsense lyrics!

THE PIONEERS OF ROCK


Little Richar


d’s quirky style and 


huge hair matched his eccentric 


music and lyrics.


DEBUT ALBUM 


1957  


ORIGIN 


USA  


GENRE 


rock and roll, R&B, 


gospel, soul   


FAMOUS SONGS 


‘Tutti Frutti’, ‘Lucille’, ‘Long Tall Sally’, 


‘Good Golly, Miss Molly’


DEBUT ALBUM


 1954 


 ORIGIN 


USA  


GENRE 


rock and roll, country, 


rockabilly  


FAMOUS SONGS 


’Rock Around the Clock’, ‘Shake, 


Rattle and Roll’, ’See You Later, Alligator’


The band’s name 


was inspired by 


Halley’s Comet. 
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JERR


Y LEELEWIS


Jerry Lee Lewis started playing the piano when he was 


eight. He was so talented that his parents took out a loan 


in order to buy him his own piano. At age 21, he travelled 


to the city of Memphis, Tennessee, where he recorded 


his first songs for the best-known label in town, Sun 


Records. Here he recorded his first few hits – ‘Crazy 


Arms’, ‘Whole Lotta Shakin’Going On’and ‘Great Balls 


of Fire’. Jerry was a hugely influential 


rock and roll 


pianist – Elvis Presley allegedly said that if he played


the piano like Jerry he wouldn’t even have to sing!


CHUCK BERRY


The unforgettable 


sound of the 


electric guitar and the catchy melodies 


in Chuck Berry’s songs made him a


rock 


and roll 


pioneer. Fans loved Chuck’s 


concerts and the way he dressed and 


moved on stage. He always looked very 


smart, with his three-piece black suit, 


white shirt, bow tie and hair pulled back 


with a lot of pomade. One of his biggest 


fans was a boy named Keith Richards, 


who later became the guitar player in 


one of the world’s most famous 


rock


 


bands – The Rolling Stones.


Jerry could play the piano 


with almost every part of 


his body. 


At concerts, Chuck would 


criss-cross the stage, 


walking like a duck!


THE PIONEERS OF ROCK


DEBUT ALBUM


 1957  


ORIGIN


 USA  


GENRE


 


rock and roll  


FAMOUS SONGS


‘Roll Over 


Beethoven’, ‘Rock and Roll Music’, ‘Johnny 


B. Goode’, ‘You Never Can Tell’


DEBUT ALBUM 


1958  


ORIGIN 


USA  


GENRE 


rock and roll, 


rockabilly, country, gospel, blues  


FAMOUS SONGS 


‘Great Balls of Fire’, 


‘Crazy Arms’, ‘Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On’
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BUDDYHOLLY


Buddy Holly played the violin and piano, 


but gave these up for the guitar. Upon 


finishing school, he formed a 


country


 band. 


Their songs were played on the local radio 


station in Lubbock, Texas, and they became 


the supporting act to bands that came to 


town to play. When Buddy saw Elvis Presley 


perform for the first time, he became 


converted to 


rock and roll


. In 1956 Buddy 


and his band, The Crickets, started recording 


songs, including one of their biggest hits, 


‘That’ll Be the Day’. Buddy wrote and played 


his own songs. His career was just getting 


started when he was killed in a tragic airplane 


accident. This event inspired Don McLean’s 


famous song ‘American Pie’.


WANDA JACKSON


Wanda Jackson’s father was a 


country


 musician, 


so she enjoyed music from a young age. She 


attended live concerts, sang in her church choir 


and received her first guitar at age 6. At 19, she 


entered a talent competition and won her own 


radio show. Wanda soon started playing 


country


 


music live with her father. She also toured with 


Elvis Presley and they even dated for a little 


while. He encouraged her to sing 


rock and roll


 


and she loved it! Wearing dresses made by her 


mother and dancing with a guitar in her hands, 


Wanda’s look and style were unique. She was one 


of the first women to perform 


rock and roll


, and 


she became known as the ‘


Rockabilly


 Queen’.


In 2011, Wanda recorded an 


album with Jack White from 


The White Stripes.


The Beatles were fans of Buddy, 


and were even inspired by his 


band’s name, The Crickets.


DEBUT ALBUM


 1958  


ORIGIN


USA  


GENRE


 rock and roll, gospel, country, 


rockabilly  


FAMOUS SONGS


‘I Gotta 


Know’, ‘Funnel of Love’, ‘Hard Headed 


Woman’, ‘Let’s Have a Party’


DEBUT ALBUM


 1957  


ORIGIN


 USA  


GENRE


rock and roll, rockabilly  


FAMOUS SONGS


 ‘That’ll Be the Day’, ‘Peggy Sue’, ‘Everyday’
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ELVIS PRESLEY


Elvis Presley fell in love with music 


when he was very young. As soon 


as he finished school he worked as a 


truck driver, saving enough money 


to record his first songs as a gift to 


his mother. The label owner liked 


his voice so much that he started 


working with him. Elvis’s songs 


became instant hits, one after the 


other. He became a film actor at 


21, which increased his popularity 


even more. Audiences went wild for 


his bold, extravagant dance moves. 


Although other musicians were 


performing 


rock and roll 


before him, 


Elvis was the one who brought this 


genre to every corner of the world. 


He is still known as the ‘King of 


Rock


’ 


to this day. Elvis’s career was 


short, but even now, long 


after his death, he still has 


a huge following of fans. 


Some believe that he didn’t 


actually die at all!


SISTER ROSETTA THARPE


‘Up Above My Head’


‘Didn’t It Rain’


FATS DOMINO


‘Blueberry Hill’


‘Ain’t That a Shame’ 


BO DIDDLEY


‘I'm a Man’


‘Bo Diddley’ 


CARL PERKINS


‘Blue Suede Shoes’


‘Matchbox’


THE EVERLY BROTHERS


‘WakeUp Little Susie’


‘All I Have to Do is Dream’ 


RITCHIE VALENS


‘Come On, Let’s Go’


‘La Bamba’


OTHER MUSICIANS


Elvis’s favourite sandwich 


was a strange mixture 


of peanut butter, bacon, 


banana and honey!


THE PIONEERS OF ROCK


DEBUT ALBUM


 1956  


ORIGIN


 USA  


GENRE


rock and roll, 


pop, rockabilly, country, blues, gospel, R&B  


FAMOUS 


SONGS


 ‘Jailhouse Rock’, ‘Love Me Tender’,  ‘All Shook Up’, 


‘Don’t Be Cruel’, ‘Hound Dog’
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ROCK CO

WBOYS


Rock 


isn’t just a musical style – it’s an attitude. As an artistic movement, it 


has heavily influenced other genres. Many


country 


musicians, inspired by the 


rebellious style of 


rock


, have made similarly simple and direct music – and some 


even rebel like 


rock


stars too! Lots of


country 


artists were (and still are)admired 


by some of the world’s greatest 


rock


 legends.


JOHNNY CASH


Johnny Cash’s musical career began around the same time that 


rock and roll 


was breaking out, yet his heart was in 


country


 music. At 12 he was writing 


country


-inspired songs. He taught himself to play the guitar, while also 


working in cotton fields, at an automobile plant and serving in the Air 


Force. At age 23 he recorded his first songs. These were a success, but his 


rebelliousness landed him in jail seven times! He had a deep, cavernous voice 


and a sad, dark look, which gave him the nickname ‘Man in Black’.  Johnny 


was a 


rock


fan, and in the last stage of his career,he covered 


songs by several 


rock


 artists, including The Beatles, Bruce 


Springsteen, Nick Cave and many more. Despite being 


known as one the world’s greatest 


country


 musicians, 


Johnny has become a key figure in the history of 


rock


.


Johnny claimed that he 


could hypnotise himself!


HANK WILLIAMS


‘


He


y, Good Lookin’’


‘I’m So Lonesome I


Could Cr


y’


MERLE HAGGARD


‘Mama Tried’


‘Okie from Muskogee’


THE BAND


‘Up on Cripple Creek’


‘The Night They Drove Old


Dixie Down’


EMMYLOU HARRIS


‘Two More Bottles of 


Wine’


‘Tulsa Queen’


KENNY ROGERS


‘Coward of the County’


‘The Gambler’


EAGLES


‘New Kid in Town’


‘Hotel California’


OTHER MUSICIANS


DEBUT ALBUM


 1957  


ORIGIN


 USA  


GENRE


rock and roll, country, folk, gospel  


FAMOUS SONGS


‘I Walk the Line’, ‘Folsom Prison Blues’, ‘Ring of Fire’
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ROCK COWBOYS


WILLIE NELSON


Willie Nelson was raised by grandparents who taught 


him how to play the guitar and piano. When Willie 


was six, his grandfather gave him his first guitar. The 


following year he started writing songs. He joined the 


Air Force, studied agriculture and worked as a radio DJ, 


but his passion was always for 


country


 music. In 1960 he 


moved to Nashville and started writing music for other 


artists. Some of these songs were more successful than 


the ones he sang himself. Willie later returned to Texas but 


never stopped writing and singing. At 86 he has released over 


70 records and still plays over 100 concerts per year,making him a 


highly successful 


country


 composer and musician. 


DOLLY PARTON


This 


country


 superstar was born into a big family with 12 


siblings. Her mother sang and played the guitar, and this 


encouraged Dolly’s love of music. At age seven, she built 


her own guitar! A year later,her uncle gave her a real one. 


By 10 she was performing on radio and television shows, 


and she recorded her first song when she was just 13. 


Her career really took off at age 21, when she started 


writing and singing her own songs. After that, she was 


unstoppable – she had hit after hit, and wrote songs 


for other artists too. She has recorded almost as many 


songs as Willie Nelson, while also starring in films! 


She’s over 70 now, and is still coming up with ideas 


for new projects.


Just before his 81st birthday Willie won his 


fifth degree black belt in GongKwon Yusul, 


a martial art.


Dolly’s goddaughter is the 


famous singer, songwriter and 


actress, Miley Cyrus!


DEBUT ALBUM


 1967  


ORIGIN


 USA  


GENRE


country


FAMOUS SONGS


‘Jolene’, ‘I Will Always Love You’, ‘Here 


You Come Again’, ‘9 to 5’, ‘Islands in the Stream’


DEBUT ALBUM


 1962  


ORIGIN


 USA  


GENRE


 country, 


blues, jazz  


FAMOUS SONGS


 ‘Crazy’, ‘On the Road Again’, 


‘Pancho and Lefty’, ‘Funny How Time Slips Away’
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MIS

SISSIPPI BLUES


Blues


 music is deeply rooted in African-American history. It first appeared in the Mississipi 


Delta at the end of the nineteenth century,and was invented by slaves who sang as they 


worked tirelessly on plantations, drawing on the music of their ancestors. 


Blues


gave rise 


to many other genres, including 


rock and roll


 and their ‘child’ 


blues rock


, which combines 


elements of both genres with the use of electric guitars.


HOWLIN’ WOLF


Chester Arthur Burnett was Howlin’Wolf’s real name. 


He grew up on a cotton plantation listening to traditional 


songs from Mississippi. Hesang and played guitar from an 


early age and performed in small clubs as a teenager. He 


was influenced by the early 


blues


 musicians ‘Blind Lemon’ 


Jefferson, ‘Sonny Boy’ Williamson and Charley Patton. 


In 1948, he formed his first band and, three years later,


recorded his first hit song. Helater moved to Chicago, 


where he helped to transform the acoustic sound of 


blues


 


into an electric one. Howlin’ Wolf was a great guitarist 


and harmonica player, but his best instrument was his 


deep, powerful voice. 


B.B. KING


Riley B. King’s parents abandoned him when he was 


very young. His childhood was incredibly tough, as he 


grew up on a plantation picking cotton. At the time, 


he sang 


gospel


in a church choir and, at 12, he learned 


how to play the guitar. In the 1940s he moved to 
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