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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK




Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken to that chapter.

 

Alternatively, jump to the index to browse chapter.

 

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate through the ebook.

 

You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen
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INTRODUCTION

The world of photography extends far beyond the humble camera. Photography can be enhanced using lighting, filters, tripods, editing equipment…the list is endless. However, building up a tool kit or even finding places to shoot can become difficult and expensive. With this book we aim to provide you with a manual of creative and money-saving ideas to help you boost your photography without breaking the bank.



Since beginning our work together, Mark and I have always focused on composition, presenting a theme or story and creating a cohesive and creative image; we have rarely delved into the technical side of the photography world. For many years we shot together using solely a Canon 550D and a 50mm lens, often using DIY tripods, clothes from boot fairs, pieces of card as backgrounds and always with some strong sticky tape on hand for a variety of background and costume malfunctions. Although Mark’s camera-equipment collection has grown considerably since our first shoot in 2009 and we have now invested in several second-hand tripods, we have never stopped seeking out DIY photography projects and cheap or free props and locations, and sticky tape is still an essential part of our tool kit. This has become a trademark of the way we work, and since starting our YouTube channel, we have focused especially on low-budget ways to create beautiful results.
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Mark and I have also always enjoyed the fun process of trying out photographic craft projects and sharing our findings with others. It seemed natural and fitting therefore to share the tricks that we have been using throughout our years together and to delve further into the world of photo hacks.



You’ll find a variety of projects to help you produce amazing results with your photography. From classic hacks in ‘DIY Photo Gear’ to our tips on how to create amazing photos on a budget in ‘Shooting tricks’, ‘Cameras’ and ‘Working with models’ we hope there will be something in every section that helps and inspires.



Photo hacks turn ‘I can’t’ into a creative ‘I can’. We hope this book will provide problem-solving ideas and projects for when you feel like you can’t achieve the photo you want because you don’t have the equipment, location or setup. We also hope that it will inspire you to create photo hacks of your own!
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DIY PHOTO GEAR





[image: image]



WINDOW LIGHT BOX

COST: $$$

DIFFICULTY: 



MATERIALS:

o Plain white paper (A4 or A3)

o Clear sticky tape

o Window

Using a light box is a great way to capture beautiful, clean photos. This piece of equipment creates a crisp, white background that allows items to pop and become the clear focal point of the image. However, professional light boxes can cost a significant amount. This photo hack outlines an easy and cost-effective way to create a light-box effect using paper and natural lighting. 
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D I Y P H O T O G E A R

1 1

A white background will trick your camera’s meter. To avoid underexposure, set exposure compensation to +1/3 or +2/3.







1. Choose a window, preferably with a good source of natural light.

2. Place the object you would like to shoot in front of the window.

3. Hold the sheet of paper on the window behind the object and adjust until it forms a well- placed background.

4. Secure the paper onto the window with the sticky tape.

5. Set your camera to AV or A mode.

6. Adjust the exposure compensation 

to a plus (+) setting.

7. Focus on your subject.

This technique makes a beautifully lit shot, whether in colour or black and white.
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EASY SOFT- FOCUS SHOTS

COST: $$$

DIFFICULTY: 



MATERIALS:

o Clear sandwich bag

o Elastic band (optional)

Create beautiful photographs with a hazy, soft focus simply by using a sandwich bag. By placing a torn sandwich bag around the lens, your subject can still be clearly in focus while the surrounding edges are covered in an ethereal blur. This creates a wonderful other-worldly effect, adding a romantic, soft and vintage feel to your photographs.

This plastic bag costs pennies yet imparts a high-end effect.
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D I Y P H O T O G E A R

1 3



1. Tear a hole in the bottom of the sandwich bag. 

2. Place the open end of the sandwich bag over the lens.

3. Arrange the torn hole around the lens, making sure that some of the crumpled plastic overlaps the front of the lens.

4. Looking through the viewfinder, rearrange the sandwich bag until you’ve achieved a soft blur around the edges, leaving a central hole to focus on the centre of your image.

5. Once you’re pleased with the effects, secure the sandwich bag by placing an elastic band over it and the lens; or alternatively, hold in place using your hand.

  We created a soft, hazy light in the bottom of the photo by arranging the plastic bag over the lower half of the lens.





Experiment to discover how the placement of the bag changes the look of your images.
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POP-UP DIFFUSER & REFLECTOR

Flash is a great way to add extra light to an image when needed, but pointing a flash directly at the subject can result in hard, flat light with harsh shadows. Diffusers and reflectors are modifiers that transform your light source into an indirect one. This simple adjustment creates a softer, more even light, which often produces much better results. Light modifiers cost good money, but they’re easy to emulate using everyday materials.



1. Take the lid off the film cannister and cut the bottom off.

2. Use a knife to slice the side of the cannister.

COST: $$$

DIFFICULTY: 



DIFFUSER MATERIALS:

o White film cannister

o Knife

o Marker pen



REFLECTOR MATERIALS:

o Thin sheet of white card

o Scissors

o Camera with pop-up flash

o Adhesive tack

DIFFUSER:



When working outdoors or in a room with high ceilings, a light diffuser around the flash works to soften the light. This hack shows you how to create a budget light diffuser that can be placed over your flash so you are prepared for any setting.



3. Place the curled piece of plastic over your pop-up flash as shown. Remove and trim the plastic if necessary for a better fit.
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D I Y P H O T O G E A R

REFLECTOR:



This hack shows you how to make a cheap reflector using a piece of card that works incredibly well when shooting indoors with a flash. The light from the flash is channelled upwards, away from the subject, and bounces back down to create an even wash of light.



1. Cut a 9 by 5cm (3 1/2 by 2in) rectangle.

2. Pop your flash 

up and hold the card in front of it. It should fit approximately as shown. Trim as needed.

3. Place the adhesive tack in the front of the flash bed as shown below.

4. Stick the card in, using the adhesive tack to hold it in place.

1 5

  Before using the homemade reflector, the flash creates a strong, harsh light.







  With the use of our homemade reflector, the subject is well lit, but the light appears much softer and more even.
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