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What's a Cockney?









A true cockney is someone born within the sound of Bow Bells (St Mary-le-Bow Church in Cheapside, London).
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But in recent times, 'cockney' has been applied to those who live on the outskirts of London as well, provided they come from a cockney background or have a cockney accent. In particular, Leighton Buzzard, Luton and Essex towns such as Romford are known for their cockney accents.
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What's Rhyming Slang?










Rhyming slang involves finding a saying or expression which rhymes with the original word and then using that expression instead of the word. Often the word that rhymes is omitted (making it very confusing for a non-cockney speaker!). For example, you are having a 'butchers' at this book (butcher's hook – look). Whether or not to omit the rhyming part depends on the context.
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Who Uses Cockney Rhyming Slang?









Although it started in London's East End, snippets of cockney rhyming slang are used all over the country. This is largely due to a raised awareness of it through television and the media. Only Fools and Horses, Steptoe and Son and Porridge have all played their part in spreading slang throughout the country.
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Is Cockney Rhyming Slang Dead?









Absolutely not! Not only is it still in use but hundreds of new phrases and words have been created in the last few years, though many of them betray their modern roots by being derived from celebrity names. For example, 'Ayrton Senna – tenner' and 'Pete Tong – wrong'.




 


In addition, there is a lot of cockney rhyming slang that we use without realising it. For instance, 'telling porkies' (pork pies – lies) and 'having a barney' (barn owl – row).
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Different Types of Cockney Rhyming Slang











Classic: All the originals from the good ol' days. Think 'dog and bone' and 'apples and pears'.


 



Modern: More recently introduced slang. For example, 'Adrian Mole' and 'Winona Ryder'.


 



Mockney: Is it real, or just a load of pony? Lots of today's celebrities would have us believe they're pearly kings and queens, thanks to their use of rhyming slang – some are easier to Adam and Eve than others…












Aa














À la Mode – Code. 'Let's talk à la mode.'



 



Abergavenny – Penny. 'I ain't got an Abergavenny.'



 



Able and Willing – Shilling. 'I'm skint; lend me an able.'



 



Ace of Spades – AIDS. 'He's been diagnosed with ace of spades.'



 



Ache and Pain – Rain. 'I'm not goin' out in the ache and pain!'



 



Acker Bilk – Milk. 'I take Acker in my Rosie.'



 



Adam and Eve – Believe. 'Can you Adam and Eve it?'



 



Adam and the Ants – Pants. 'This is so Adam.'



 



Adam Faith – Safe. 'Better keep your bees and honey in the Adam Faith.'



 



Adrian Mole – Dole. 'I'm on the Adrian Mole.'



 



Advice from Mother – Rubber (contraception). 'I hope you used advice from mother.'



 



Ain't it a Treat – Street. 'I'm walking down the ain't it a treat.'



 



Air Force – Sauce. 'More air force on your chips?'



 



Air Gunner – Stunner. 'She was a right air gunner!'



 



Air Miles – Piles (haemorrhoids). 'I've got a terrible case of air miles.'



 



Airs and Graces – Braces. 'Better attach your airs and graces if you don't want your Callards to fall down.'
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A. J. Hackett – Jacket. 'I'll just grab my A. J. Hackett.'









 



Al Capone – Telephone. 'Call me on the Al Capone.'



 



Al Caponed – Stoned. 'Are we getting Al Caponed tonight?'



 



Al Murray – Curry. 'Fancy an Al Murray?'



 



Al Pacino – Cappuccino. 'Can you get me an Al Pacino?'



 



Alan Border – Out of Order. 'That is so Alan Border!'



 



Alan Knott – Hot. 'It ain't half Alan Knott in here.'



 



Alan Ladd – Bad. 'That's well Alan!'



 



Alan Minter – Splinter. 'I got an Alan in my fi nger!'


OEBPS/images/img03.png





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
'I'HE I.IT'I'I.E a ‘
G@GKN EY
RHYMING

SILANJG

llllllll






OEBPS/images/title.jpg
THE LITTLE .
BOOK OF ¢

COCKNEY
RHYMING

SLANG

sssssssssss





OEBPS/images/img02.jpg





OEBPS/images/img01.jpg
()





