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MAPS



Note that Sight listings include links to Google Maps. Using a WiFi connection is advised to avoid roaming charges.


Overview Map


1 French Quarter


2 Central Business District and Warehouse/Arts District


3 Faubourg Marigny and the Bywater


4 Garden District and Irish Channel


5 Uptown and Riverbend


6 Mid-City


7 Central City and Broadmoor


8 Tremé and Fairgrounds


9 Greater New Orleans





DISCOVER NEW ORLEANS



In New Orleans, we want visitors to understand what really makes it special here: It’s not cheap beads and giant drinks on Bourbon Street, but the smell of jasmine, the sound of music floating on the humid air, the flavors of a city that loves food beyond most anything else. This is a tremendously sensory place, where you may suddenly smell the spicy scent of crawfish boiling in someone’s backyard, hear a school marching band practicing for next year’s parades, or feel the refreshing condensation clinging to a can of cold soda or beer.


Feel the history flowing through the city—through its music, food, celebrations, and most importantly, its people. Sure, if you come to party, you’ll find that here. But if you stop and listen to what the city whispers to you as you wander its streets, you’ll understand New Orleans on a whole different level.


This is not an orderly or easily digested place. It’s got jagged edges, grime, and sweat. Underneath all that, there’s a raw beauty that, if you’re lucky, you’ll get a glimpse of. This city and its people are full of surprises—some glorious, some heartbreaking—but you need to seek them out and find them for yourself. No book can guide you to the “perfect” New Orleans experience. That’s for you to discover.
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biking along the river at Woldenberg Park
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Old Ursuline Convent and Museum







[image: image]


array of hot sauces
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St. Augustine marching band
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traditional Creole and Cajun dishes
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a Mardi Gras float








10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Celebrate Everything! From Mardi Gras and Jazz Fest to Southern Decadence and Essence Fest, there’s always something to celebrate in the Crescent City.
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2 Ride the St. Charles Streetcar: This is this oldest continually operating streetcar in the world; its route is a great way to take in the sights and sounds of St. Charles Avenue.
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3 Listen to Live Music on Frenchmen Street: Stand outside and let the music wash over you. These four blocks of venues with nightly live performances let you choose what you’re in the mood for… and then move on when you’re ready for something else.
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4 Wander City Park: You never know what you’ll come across—the New Orleans Museum of Art’s outdoor sculpture garden, swamps with egrets and pelicans, or a weekend festival or two.
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5 Sip a Cocktail: New Orleans is where the Sazerac and the Brandy Crusta were born. There’s no better town to enjoy a fancy cocktail than the “cradle of civilized drinking”.
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6 Shop on Magazine Street: This six-mile stretch of shopping, eating, and drinking begins in the Warehouse District and ends at Audubon Park. The Uptown portion offers the densest array of indie boutiques, galleries, and vintage clothing shops.
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7 Get Artsy on Julia Street: This four-block stretch, also known as the Arts District, is home to the studios and galleries of internationally acclaimed artists. Buy some local art or handicrafts, or just browse to your heart’s content.
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8 Feast for Days: From classic French-Creole restaurants and hidden po’boy shops to funky Vietnamese eateries, the culinary scene has endless options for foodies.
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9 Experience the Louisiana Bayou: Go on a swamp tour just outside the city and see how many gators you can spot.
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10 Take a Cemetery Tour: Because New Orleans is at such a low elevation, all bodies are interred aboveground. Take a guided tour of Lafayette Cemetery No. 1 or St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 to see countless beautiful and haunting tombs.








EXPLORE NEW ORLEANS



THE BEST OF NEW ORLEANS


This itinerary has been designed to be easygoing, with the option to explore more if the spirit moves you. There’s so much to do in New Orleans, it’s hard to fit it all in on one trip. Plus, the languid Southern atmosphere precludes hurrying anywhere. This itinerary assumes you’re landing in New Orleans in late morning or early afternoon on the first day.


I recommend finding a hotel that’s away from the hustle and bustle, but still close to the action. Staying in the Faubourg Marigny at Auld Sweet Olive Bed & Breakfast or the Hotel Peter and Paul makes for easy access to both the French Quarter and the Marigny via bus. Staying at an inn on Esplanade Avenue, like La Belle Esplanade, allows easier access to City Park and the Tremé by bus or by bike. Staying on or near St. Charles Avenue, at the Pontchartrain Hotel, the Henry Howard Hotel, or The Columns Hotel, means you have streetcar transportation right outside your door.


DAY 1


AFTERNOON: FRENCH QUARTER


Once your flight lands, check into your hotel. Spend some time at the New Orleans Jazz Museum at the Old U.S. Mint for a musical introduction to the city. Walk up to Royal Street and head west, stopping at shops and galleries including No Rules Fashion and M.S. Rau Antiques.
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a brass band in the French Quarter





At this point you’ll likely be thirsty, hot, and ready for a snack. At SoBou you can grab a traditional Pimms cup, Sazerac, or a creative cocktail from the bar’s talented staff. Try the Louisiana sweet potato beignets or the crawfish-boil fried chicken on a stick.


Check out the Pharmacy Museum for some odd medical history. On the ground floor is a display of questionable medical practices, including voodoo gris-gris and potions. On the second floor, you’ll find exhibits on midwifery, optometry, and the role of the doctor in the 19th century.


EVENING: CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (CBD)


Next, cross Canal to leave the French Quarter and enter the Central Business District, and hit the Sazerac House to learn about the history of the Sazerac and general New Orleans cocktail history, watch the distilling process, tour the facility, and have some samples. To continue with this theme, the Sazerac Bar at the Roosevelt Hotel is only a few blocks away.


When you feel refreshed, head to the new South Market District near the Superdome. There are a variety of restaurants to choose from depending on your mood, from casual sandwiches at Aglio to beautiful Louisiana-Southeast Asian food and cocktails at Maypop.


NIGHT: FAUBOURG MARIGNY


After dinner, take a cab or ride share or the Loyola/North Rampart streetcar line to Frenchmen Street and see what grabs your interest—there are tons of different bands playing, some with cover charges, some not, and it’s easy to club hop from spot to spot listening to New Orleans music.


DAY 2: MID-CITY


MORNING/AFTERNOON


Yesterday was a big day, so today is more relaxed (but still fun-filled). Make your way to the Canal streetcar line and take the Cemeteries or City Park line. Depending on when you get moving, check out Biscuits & Buns on Banks for breakfast or Neyow’s Creole Cafe or Piece of Meat for lunch.


Take the streetcar on Carrollton going toward City Park. Get off at the end and check out the New Orleans Museum of Art, then go to the Sydney and Walda Besthoff Sculpture Garden in back, and make your way to the New Orleans Botanical Garden. After enjoying all that beauty, head to Wheel Fun Rentals to explore the other parts of City Park and Bayou St. John by bike, kayak, canoe, or pedal boat.
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New Orleans Botanical Garden





EVENING


After you’ve worked up an appetite, get some Cajun food at the nearby Toups Meatery and take the streetcar heading downtown. Get off at Chickie Wah Wah for some low-key live music. Once the show’s over, if you’re up for it, head back up on the streetcar to Twelve Mile Limit or Revel Cafe & Bar for a nightcap.


DAY 3: UPTOWN


MORNING/AFTERNOON


Go to Commander’s Palace for weekday lunch or weekend brunch. The restaurant is accessible via the St. Charles streetcar.


Now it’s time to do some serious walking, shopping, snacking, and thirst-quenching with a stroll up Magazine Street starting at Washington Street, and going up to Napoleon Avenue. Grab a cold beer to go from Craft Beer Cellar for your walk. There are countless shops, cafés, and even a few galleries that you’ll want to stop and check out. A few of my personal faves are Zèle NOLA, the Magazine Antique Mall, and Levee Baking Co. Just past Napoleon is the fantastic Ashley Longshore Studio Gallery.


EVENING


Make your way to Freret Street for a pre-dinner beer at gastropub Freret Beer Room or a cocktail at High Hat Cafe, which doubles as a diner. Have a nice Italian dinner at Ancora.


For post-dinner entertainment, head down Freret Street to Cure, one of the best cocktail bars in the city. Afterward, take a cab or ride share to catch some live music at Tipitina’s on Tchoupitoulas, Le Bon Temps Roule on Magazine Street, or the Maple Leaf Bar on Oak Street.
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the well-stocked bar at Cure







With More Time


DAY 4: TREMÉ


Start with a Vietnamese-style iced coffee and sweet potato pie at Backatown Coffee Parlour for breakfast, then tour Louis Armstrong Park and Congo Square.


The Backstreet Cultural Museum is only a couple blocks from the park, and St. Augustine Catholic Church and the Tomb of the Unknown Slave are just another block past that.


Go to Lil’ Dizzy’s Cafe for a buffet lunch, then check out Treme’s Petit Jazz Museum.


Catch an early show at Kermit’s Tremé Mother-in-Law Lounge. There will probably be some food cooking up in the courtyard, and sometimes it’s free!


DAY 5: BYWATER


Get breakfast at the Bywater Bakery or Frady’s One Stop Food Store. Afterward, check out corner stores like Anchor & Arrow Dry Goods Co., the Bargain Center, and Euclid Records.


Grab a slice of pizza or two at Pizza Delicious and climb the Rusty Rainbow Bridge to see Crescent Park and get a serene view of the Mississippi River.


Next, you have a choice: Check out local art at Dr. Bob’s Folk Art and Studio Be, or go on a bar crawl, stopping at Markey’s Bar, J&J’s Sports Lounge, and Vaughan’s Lounge. To round it out, have a glass of wine at Bacchanal Fine Wine & Spirits or a freshly brewed beer at Parleaux Beer Lab.


There are plenty of options for dinner at N7, Red’s Chinese, or Bywater American Bistro, but Jack Dempsey’s Restaurant and The Country Club are the closest.






THE ARCHITECTURE OF NEW ORLEANS



The French Quarter, Central Business District, and Warehouse District are the earliest settlements of New Orleans. These areas were where people lived in Creole cottages and worked on the docks, in banks, or at the market. Because the French Quarter burned down a couple of times, most of the buildings aren’t as old as the city itself. But just walk down any block in the Quarter to find amazing examples of restored Creole cottages and townhouses with wrought iron balconies. The CBD and the Warehouse District, the city’s two centers of commerce, have very different building styles, including art deco and beaux arts.


MORNING


Start your day with a coffee and pastry at Croissant d’Or Patisserie on Ursulines Avenue, a historic building with a cool courtyard. It’s the former location of Angelo Brocato’s gelateria (now in Mid-City), which occupied the space in the early 20th century. You can see the tile work for the “Ladies’ Entrance,” which separated men from women for purposes of decorum. The marble-topped tables and the rest of the interior and enclosed courtyard give off an old-world European feel.


Just around the corner, the Old Ursuline Convent and Museum is one of the very few buildings that didn’t burn down in either of the fires that engulfed New Orleans in 1788 and 1794. Go in and check out the historic structure, which was built in 1745.
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Many buildings in the French Quarter feature wrought iron balconies.





Heading toward Jackson Square on a side street called Pirate’s Alley is Faulkner House Books, located in the building where William Faulkner lived in 1925. Note the interior and exterior glass fan-window transoms, antique shelving and cabinets, and worn brick floors.


AFTERNOON


Across Canal Street from the French Quarter, the 1907-opened Roosevelt Hotel has an intriguing past entwined with former Louisiana governor Huey P. Long. The governor had his own room here, and it was said that he built Airline Highway just so he could get to the hotel’s Sazerac Bar from Baton Rouge more quickly. The palatial lobby, with soaring vaulted ceilings, mosaic tile flooring, plaster work, art deco murals, and brass accents, is one of the most breathtaking spaces in town.


Across the street from the main entrance of the Roosevelt is the pristinely restored The Orpheum, a beaux-arts palace and former vaudeville hall built in 1918. See if you can step in to take a look at the lobby.


Several of the city’s hotels have been creatively repurposed from commercial structures. A few blocks south of the Orpheum and the Roosevelt is The NOPSI Hotel, where the city’s power and transportation company once stood. The structure was originally built in the 1920s in the art deco style. About four blocks east, The Eliza Jane was built to honor the first woman publisher in the United States. She worked in the old Daily Picayune offices, one of the seven warehouses that have been pulled together to form today’s hotel. The Peychaud Bitters factory was once in one of these warehouses as well.


The International House Hotel, just northwest of The Eliza Jane, is a beaux-arts-style building that was built in 1906, originally as a bank. Here, owner Sean Cummings has a Banksy piece on display, called Looters, which he had restored and preserved after it was vandalized and painted over.


EVENING


Grab dinner and drinks at Jewel of the South, which is set in a meticulously restored 1830s Creole cottage. The dark-wood interior feels authentic to the building’s age, and the reintroduction of a once-lost cocktail classic, the Brandy Crusta, adds to the sensation of stepping back in time.




TOP EXPERIENCE


BEST COCKTAILS


New Orleans has been a cocktail town since its inception. It’s sometimes called the “cradle of civilized drinking” and is home to many historically significant cocktail bars.


SAZERAC


• Best Place to Get It: Sazerac Bar (click here)


The Sazerac is the official cocktail of New Orleans. There’s even an official seal for bars and restaurants who properly make them. This whiskey drink includes two locally created ingredients: Peychaud’s bitters and Herbsaint (an absinthe substitute).


HEMINGWAY DAQUIRI


• Best Place to Get It: Manolito (click here)


Although the Hemingway daquiri was technically created in Cuba and Miami, the famous writer spent enough time in New Orleans that it counts as an honorary New Orleans cocktail. The classic rum cocktail is made with grapefruit juice and maraschino liqueur. At Manolito, the drink is known as the Papa Doble.


RAMOS GIN FIZZ


• Best Place to Get It: Bourbon O Bar (click here)


This classic cocktail was first developed in New Orleans by Henry Ramos. The drink got its iconic egg-white froth from 12 minutes of vigorous shaking. These days, no one shakes it for that long—a few minutes at the most. To stay on your bartender’s good side, only order a Ramos from someplace that specializes in them.


TWELVE MILE LIMIT


• Best Place to Get It: Twelve Mile Limit (click here)


This Prohibition-era cocktail is named for the distance from the U.S. coast to international waters, where drinking was legal at the time. Since folks needed to put in the extra effort to imbibe, they wanted a drink worth all the bother; this smooth-drinking cocktail made with rum, whiskey, and brandy delivers.


BRANDY CRUSTA


• Best Place to Get It: Jewel of the South (click here)
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Brandy Crusta





This formerly obscure cocktail was created in New Orleans by Joseph Santini in the 1850s. Bartender Chris Hannah has become its biggest champion, so you can expect it to be the next big thing in trendy cocktails. Made with cognac, lemon juice, Curacao, maraschino liqueur, and Angostura bitters, and served in a sugar-rimmed glass, it’s the house cocktail at Jewel of the South.






A DAY FOR MUSIC LOVERS



Music is everywhere here, so it’s easy to head to the nearest event or the closest show. Even just making your way up and down Frenchmen Street will expose you to more music than you know what to do with. Another option is to take a music history-themed walking tour of the city. For up-to-date events information, check out WWOZ (on the radio or online) or Offbeat Magazine (in print or online). If you need a place to start, here are a few ideas.


MORNING


If you’re around for the weekend, plan on starting your day with a jazz brunch. There are a few options to choose from. Check out Atchafalaya or Commander’s Palace in the Garden District, or Buffa’s, a bar on Esplanade that also serves food.


If it’s Sunday, you may want to head over to the Tremé for the 10am jazz/gospel Mass at St. Augustine Catholic Church, an experience like no other.


AFTERNOON


Take the North Rampart streetcar or just walk to Louis Armstrong Park, where the roots of New Orleans music began with 18th century enslaved Africans congregating in Congo Square on Sundays. There are fantastic statues of jazz musicians—obviously Satchmo, but also great pieces celebrating jazz pioneer Buddy Bolden and gospel queen Mahalia Jackson, and a statue commemorating the Mardi Gras Indians, a historically African American group that puts on dance performances wearing intricate handmade costumes.
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entrance to Louis Armstrong Park





Afterward, check out the New Orleans Jazz Museum at the Old U.S. Mint. Not only are the exhibits well-curated and fascinating, but they also offer free live performances during the week (most Tues.-Thurs.) at 2pm. In addition to the curated exhibits, you can arrange to take a tour of the museum’s collection of artifacts, including sheet music, instruments (Louis Armstrong’s first coronet!), photos, original recordings (like the first ever jazz recording in 1917), and more.


Head across the street to the Louisiana Music Factory to peruse all sorts of local artists and music styles that were born or simply flourish here. Then take the #5 bus to Piety Street and browse Euclid Records to immerse yourself in new and used recordings, with a serious local music selection across all genres. The staff will be more than happy to geek out with you about music. Hop back on the #5 bus to have a pre-dinner drink and listen to live music al fresco at Bacchanal Fine Wine & Spirits.


EVENING


After you’ve had dinner, it’s time to catch a show or two. Start out with the early show at Preservation Hall, which has been one of the city’s top places to hear true New Orleans jazz since the ’60s. If you splurge for the Big Shot tickets, you’ll get a reserved seat; otherwise, prepare to wait in line. The shows are just an hour long, so you’ve got plenty of time for more if you’re up for it.




BEST VIEWS


WOLDENBERG PARK


Take a seat on a bench near one of the statues in this French Quarter riverside park and look out at the Mississippi River as it flows by (click here).


ST. CHARLES STREETCAR


This is a slow moving, constantly changing view. Watch the urban landscape change from the Central Business District to the Warehouse District to the Garden District to Uptown to Carrollton (click here).


ALGIERS POINT HISTORIC DISTRICT


As you get off the ferry in Algiers Point, the historic neighborhood across the river, turn around to see the entirety of the French Quarter (click here).


ABOVE THE GRID AT THE NOPSI HOTEL


This outdoor, wide-open rooftop spot showcases 360 degrees of views. On a clear day, you can see to Lake Pontchartrain (click here).


HOT TIN AT THE PONTCHARTRAIN HOTEL


The fact that this top-floor bar is in the Garden District means that the entirety of the downtown skyline and the twin spans of the Crescent City Connection are easily seen from its balcony and floor-to-ceiling windows (click here).





For something more modern and rougher around the edges, head to North Rampart Street where it turns into St. Claude Avenue. That’s where all the funkiest music clubs are. Catch a show at the Hi-Ho Lounge or Saturn Bar. Saturn is across the tracks in the Bywater, so plan on grabbing a ride rather than walking.



THE TOP SIGHTS IN NEW ORLEANS



NEW ORLEANS JAZZ MUSEUM AT THE OLD U.S. MINT


It’s a decommissioned mint building! It’s a museum dedicated to jazz! It’s an academic treasure trove of colonial-era documents and maps! Basically, the New Orleans Jazz Museum at the Old U.S. Mint (click here) is a one-stop shop for New Orleans history through several different lenses.


THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM


For any U.S. history or WWII buff, The National WWII Museum (click here) has it all, including a fully immersive experience that lets you follow the path of one of the hundreds of personal stories that the museum has gathered. There is so much information to absorb and so many things to do that you’ll need a strategic plan and a good dose of caffeine for a visit here.
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The National WWII Museum





BLAINE KERN’S MARDI GRAS WORLD


This is the best place to experience Mardi Gras at any time of the year. A must-see for anyone not in town during Mardi Gras parades, Blaine Kern’s Mardi Gras World (click here) encapsulates the true joy and history of Mardi Gras floats and krewes in New Orleans.


ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH ART AND CULTURE CENTER


This deconsecrated church harkens back to a time when it was one of three on the block known as Ecclesiastical Square. St. Alphonsus Church Art and Culture Center (click here) now stands as a living memory to New Orleans’s founding religion of Catholicism, as well as a community space.


AUDUBON ZOO


The Audubon Zoo (click here), set within sprawling Audubon Park, is a magnificent space that allows visitors to learn about a diverse array of animals and their natural habitats.



CITY PARK



The huge City Park (click here) is the pride of New Orleans. It hosts everything including kid’s activities and festivals, and is home to classic Roman architecture, several waterways, and actual swamp life.
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City Park





ORETHA CASTLE HALEY BOULEVARD


Named after a key Civil Rights-era activist, Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard (click here) was the hotspot for much of the important Civil Rights work done by African Americans in New Orleans in the 1960s. Today, it’s one of the best spots in the city to connect with and support the community.


ST. AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SLAVE


St. Augustine Catholic Church (click here) is the oldest Black Catholic church in the country. Outside you can see the Tomb of the Unknown Slave, an important and grim reminder of the slave trade that thrived in New Orleans. The church’s 10am Sunday service features uplifting and energetic gospel and jazz music, and welcomes all.


LONGUE VUE HOUSE AND GARDENS


With 14 or so different gardens and 22 ponds and fountains, Longue Vue House and Gardens (click here) fills eight acres with the most gorgeous plants, trees, and flowers imaginable.




BEST PEOPLE-WATCHING


ERIN ROSE


Sit at the front window overlooking Conti Street or at the bar and you’ll come across all kinds: lots of locals, visitors drawn by the frozen Irish coffee and stellar jukebox, and folks stumbling in from nearby Bourbon Street (click here).


THE COUNTRY CLUB


Between the drag brunch on Saturday and the laid-back, playful, LGBT-friendly poolside area, there’s never a dull moment at this Bywater restaurant and bar (click here).


FRENCHMEN STREET


Wandering Frenchmen Street at night will bring all sorts of types into play—visitors, locals, musicians, street-food vendors, music lovers, drunken lovers, and gutter punk. It’s a mishmash of all that is New Orleans (click here).


COURTYARD BREWERY


This microbrewery in the Lower Garden District attracts beer nerds from all over. Sitting in the courtyard will bring you close to all sorts of people, usually with the right blend of spirited fun and taking it easy (click here).


THE DRIFTER HOTEL


The clothing-optional pool at this hotel is host to some crazy parties, with live bands, DJs, and lots of people having fun with each other. It’s not for the faint of heart (click here).






THE BEST FOOD IN THE CRESCENT CITY



New Orleans has the country’s most specialized and unique food culture, with over 1,500 restaurants calling the city home—and more hot spots opening every day.


CAJUN AND CREOLE


BRIGTSEN’S


When everyone does Creole fusion or modern twists, it’s easy to get lost in what these flavors actually are and what they mean. A dinner at Brigtsen’s (click here) will put it all back in beautiful perspective.


COMMANDER’S PALACE


Commander’s Palace (click here) is one of the grand dames of high-living Creole food. The traditional turtle soup, pecan-crusted fish topped with crab, and bread pudding soufflé share the menu with chef-created classics like oyster and absinthe stew and green tomato barbecue lamb ribs. It’s a splurge, but it’s worth it to see decades of ever-evolving Creole fine-dining in action.


GABRIELLE RESTAURANT


Gabrielle Restaurant (click here), which took 12 years to reopen after Hurricane Katrina, is a much-loved culinary institution. The menu shines with elevated takes on classic New Orleans dinner dishes, like smoked quail gumbo, barbecue shrimp pie, and slow-roasted duck.


HEARD DAT KITCHEN


Heard Dat Kitchen (click here) serves Creole comfort food in a convenience-store space, but it defies expectations many times over once you dig in.


JEWEL OF THE SOUTH


The Jewel of the South (click here) is a glorious homage to cocktail master Joseph Santini. He had a saloon with the same name (not the same location), which was the first place to sell gumbo and he also invented the Brandy Crusta, a New Orleans cocktail on the cusp of fading away until this place opened up to celebrate his culinary legacy.


PO’BOYS


FRADY’S ONE STOP FOOD STORE


Neighborhood po’boy spot Frady’s One Stop Food Store (click here), in the Bywater, serves the highest quality po’boys and plate lunches for the best prices.


SOUTHERN


DOOKY CHASE’S RESTAURANT


There’s nothing more New Orleans than the Afro-Creole Dooky Chase’s Restaurant (click here), which was created as a meeting and eating space at a time when there weren’t many options for the city’s black community. The homestyle soul food, like fried chicken and gumbo, is perfectly executed.


FIORELLA’S CAFE


The original Fiorella’s Cafe (click here), a family-owned spot, wows folks in Gentilly and beyond with their fried chicken. They’ve even been certified as the best at the New Orleans Fried Chicken Festival.


TOUPS SOUTH


This is a historical dining experience. Adjacent to the Southern Food and Beverage Museum is Toups South (click here), an open-kitchen restaurant run by Cajun chef Isaac Toups, who branches out into other southern specialties here. Check out the heritage pork boudin, cracklin’, seared redfish, and the cornmeal fried gulf oyster salad.


SEAFOOD


CASAMENTO’S RESTAURANT


Raw oysters on the half shell, fried catfish and trout, seafood gumbo, soft shell crab dinner—at Casamento’s Restaurant (click here), you’ll find Gulf seafood cooked simply and served fresh.


VIETNAMESE


LILLY’S CAFÉ


Thanks to the significant Vietnamese immigrant population in New Orleans East and the Westbank, Vietnamese food is as much a part of New Orleans’s culinary history as French, Italian, and German cuisine. Lilly’s Café (click here) is a no-frills place that’s perfect for a bowl of pho or a banh mi. The food is fresh, delicious, traditional, and cheap.


TD SEAFOOD PHO HOUSE


With boiled seafood and delightful Vietnamese cuisine under one roof, TD Seafood Pho House (click here) has it all.


ECLECTIC


COQUETTE


Don’t let the grand mahogany bar and crystal chandelier fool you: Coquette (click here) is a deliciously playful and consistently excellent bistro.


MAYPOP


With influences from Goa, Sichuan, New Orleans, Lafayette, Dijon, Sicily, Korea, Bangkok, and the Mekong Delta, Maypop (click here) serves creative dishes in harmonious ways, but doesn’t take itself too seriously.


SAFFRON NOLA


Saffron Nola (click here) captures the best of Louisianan and Indian cuisine—two culinary cultures that don’t shy away from big flavors and spices.


ITALIAN


IRENE’S


The Sicilian influence on New Orleans’s culinary history is huge. Irene’s (click here) is one of the best examples of an old-school Creole-Italian restaurant, and serves dishes like shrimp and crab pappardelle, rosemary- and garlic-roasted chicken, and mussels marinara.


LATIN AMERICAN


LA BOCA


La Boca (click here) is a Latin American twist on the traditional steakhouse, and serves all sorts of delicious cuts of meat, some of which aren’t as well-known as others. Since they’re all prepared to perfection, you could just close your eyes and point to something on the menu and have a divine steak experience.




BEST FOR ROMANCE


EFFERVESCENCE


Champagne, the French drink of love and romance, flows in abundance at this strikingly decorated wine bar, set in a Creole cottage on the edge of the French Quarter. With an accompanying menu of oysters, caviar, and a grilled half wheel of cheese, this elegant spot is the perfect place to take that special someone (click here).


N7


This mysterious bistro is like a lovely countryside French café, with twinkling lights, an outdoor patio, and a natural wine menu featuring small European vineyards. You and your paramour will feel like you’re in your own world as you nibble on Japanese-influenced dishes like sake-cured salmon tartine and escargot tempura (click here).


CRESCENT PARK


Nothing’s more romantic than ambling by the river hand in hand through a park filled with greenery and pristine pathways. It’s also not as well-known as the riverfront parks in the French Quarter, so it’s a more intimate experience (click here).


SYDNEY AND WALDA BESTHOFF SCULPTURE GARDEN


Behind the New Orleans Museum of Art, you can wind your way through a path filled with sculptures and outdoor art, under oak trees, and around a small pond. There’s even a replica of the Philadelphia Love statue here (click here).


PARK VIEW HISTORIC HOTEL


Surrounded by mature live oaks, this hotel offers rooms filled with antiques, making it easy to imagine being in another time (click here).





MANGÚ


Food from the Dominican Republic isn’t something you might think to seek out while in New Orleans, but a visit to Mangú (click here) will yield authentic flavors, dynamic dishes, and a friendly staff.


SWEET TREATS


HANSEN’S SNO-BLIZ


Hansen’s Sno-Bliz (click here), a multi-generational family business, has been doling out frozen fluffy flavored ice since long before air-conditioning was a common thing, providing cooling relief on those sticky summer days.


ANGELO BROCATO


One visit to Angelo Brocato (click here) can bring happiness for just a few dollars. Try a cool, tart, flavorful lemon ice or a filled-to-order crunchy, creamy cannoli.





PLANNING YOUR TRIP



WHEN TO GO


There’s a local joke that insists that the almost-always warm New Orleans actually does have four seasons: winter is Mardi Gras and parade season, spring is crawfish season, summer is snowball (a shaved-ice treat) season, and fall is football season. Of course, there’s also festival season, usually between March and May; the holiday seasons (Halloween, Christmas, Thanksgiving, and Easter); and the very hot and humid season, late May through early October. High season starts when parades do, in February or March, and continues through festival season, with early April’s French Quarter Fest and late April/early May’s Jazz Fest as the highlights.
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the Krewe of Bacchus during Mardi Gras





Things tend to simmer down for the low season once June (and hurricane season) hits, with a brief uptick for Essence Fest during the Fourth of July weekend, Southern Decadence over Labor Day weekend, and Tales of the Cocktail in between. Mid-October through early December is usually terrific weather. During this time, Saints football fever is in high gear, so there may be crowds and hotel crunches during home games.
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Crescent City Connection bridge





Once late December and January hits, there’s a bit of a lull before Mardi Gras, when there’s the potential for some damp and cold weather.


Hotels are more expensive during the high season, especially during Mardi Gras, French Quarter Fest, and Jazz Fest. In the low season, there are deals to be found with accommodations, and some restaurants, who very much need business during the slow summer months. Some local businesses will take summer vacation for a week or two, so it’s good to check before heading over.


ENTRY REQUIREMENTS


International travelers are required to show a valid passport upon entering the United States. The U.S. government’s Visa Waiver Program allows tourists from many countries to visit without a visa for up to 90 days. All other international travelers are required to secure a nonimmigrant visa before entering Louisiana. For more information, consult the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Consular Affairs (202/663-1225, www.travel.state.gov).


TRANSPORTATION


New Orleans is served by Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport (MSY, 1 Terminal Dr., Kenner, 504/303-7500, flymsy.com), 15 miles west of downtown via I-10.


The city’s streetcar network covers limited, although popular routes: the entire length of St. Charles Avenue, the entire length of Canal Street (with a spur to City Park and the Fairgrounds), and from the Superdome to Elysian Fields on Loyola Avenue and North Rampart Street.


Bus service is unreliable and spotty, so taxis or ride-hailing programs like Lyft and Uber are the best ways to get around the city. You can rent a car, though it can be challenging to find parking in parts of the city.




DAILY REMINDERS


• Monday: Monday is when the city eats traditional red beans and rice, found on specials boards all over town; get some for free at Gris-Gris in the Lower Garden District. Several museums and attractions, such as the New Orleans Museum of Art, the New Orleans Jazz Museum, The Cabildo, The Historic New Orleans Collection, all Audubon Institute sights, and the visitors center of Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve, are closed, along with some restaurants and shops. At cocktail bar Twelve Mile Limit, you can get a free dinner.


• Tuesday: The Crescent City Farmers Market Uptown runs from 9am to 1pm. Some restaurants are closed on Tuesdays.


• Wednesday: During the spring you can check out the free concert series YLC Wednesday at the Square in Lafayette Square.


• Thursday: The Crescent City Farmers Market Mid-City runs from 3pm to 7pm. Jazz in the Park is a free concert series in Louis Armstrong Park that runs through the fall. The Ogden Museum of Southern Art hosts live music events called After Hours from 6pm to 8pm.


• Friday: The Newcomb Art Museum offers free tours on the first Friday of the month. During the summer, admission to Tipitina’s is free on Fridays.


• Saturday: The Crescent City Farmers Market Downtown runs from 8am to noon. On the first Saturday of the month, there are gallery openings in the Julia Street Arts District.


• Sunday: Sundays mean Saints football games during the fall (along with some Thursday and Monday nights). This is also the day for second lines in Central City or the Tremé (except during the summer).





All public transportation costs $1.25 (exact change, please) or you can purchase a Jazzy Pass for 1, 3, 5, or 31 days at any Walgreens in the city or using ticket vending machines on Canal Street. You can opt to use the GoMobile app (which you can also use to purchase single tickets).


RESERVATIONS


Hotel reservations and restaurant reservations are essential for places you really want to go to. During the two weekends before Mardi Gras, as well as during French Quarter Fest, Jazz Fest, and other festivals, they can be tough to come by at the last minute.


PASSES AND DISCOUNTS


There are several sights that can be seen for free at any time, like the Sydney and Walda Besthoff Sculpture Garden, The Historic New Orleans Collection, and the Lower Ninth Ward Living Museum. For Louisiana residents, the New Orleans Museum of Art in City Park is free on Wednesdays, the Contemporary Arts Center is free on Sundays, and the Ogden Museum of Southern Art is free on Thursdays.


The New Orleans Pass (neworleanspass.com) is a one-stop pass to more than 25 of the area’s biggest attractions, like Blaine Kern’s Mardi Gras World, The National WWII Museum, the Audubon Aquarium, Insectarium and Zoo, the Pharmacy Museum, the Southern Food and Beverage Museum, and Longue Vue House and Gardens, as well as various walking, boat, and bus tours. Check the website for prices for single- and multi-day adult and child passes.


If you or a friend has a New Orleans Public Library Card, all branches of the library have museum passes available for the Ogden Museum of Southern Art, Longue Vue House and Gardens, the Southern Food and Beverage Museum, The National WWII Museum, the New Orleans Museum of Art, and all the Audubon sights.


It’s worthwhile to check out the French Quarter Visitor Center (419 Decatur St., 504/589-3882, ext. 221, nps.gov/jela/french-quarter-site.htm; 9am-4:30pm Tues.-Sat., free) for the Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve. There are daily history talks at 9:30am with a park ranger as well as free events.
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Take a mule and carriage to check out the French Quarter.





GUIDED TOURS


You can tour the city by foot, bus, bike, mule-led carriage, or Segway (often with drink in hand). Popular tour topics include general history, ghosts and spooky stuff, music, food, and cocktails.


To get an understanding of New Orleans history through a cocktail and booze lens, the Drink & Learn cocktail tour (504/578-8280, drinkandlearn.com; 6pm Fri. and 10am Sat.; $55) is perfect. It also includes four cocktails.


Keith Abel of Abel Tours (504/252-0469, abeltours.com; 2-3 departures per day; $25) adds a ton of local character to his music-history walking tour, which goes through the Faubourg Marigny, French Quarter, and the Tremé.


The New Orleans Black Heritage and Jazz Tour (504/457-9439, allaboutdat.com; 10am Mon., 10am and 2pm Wed.-Fri., 2pm Sat.-Sun.; $55) is a bus tour that delves into African American history with a focus on jazz, the Tremé, slavery and resistance, the Freedom Fighters of the Civil Rights era, voodoo, and current black-owned businesses.


If you’re lucky, Alaina Rene will be doing a Bulbancha Decolonizing New Orleans tour, which talks about pre-colonization New Orleans (known as Bulbancha to the indigenous people of the area). This walking tour provides a much-needed deconstruction of colonized history and delves deep into the natural resources and rich traditions that made the area so appealing, as well as what happened to the indigenous culture after the French arrived on the scene. Check the Bulbancha: Decolonizing New Orleans Facebook page to see what’s scheduled.




WHAT’S NEW?


• South Market District: The last several years have seen a huge uptick in what’s being called the South Market District, an area that’s bounded by O’Keefe Avenue, South Rampart Street, Julia Street, and Poydras Street. Several multi-use buildings house residents and restaurants, revitalizing this once desolate area of downtown.


• Food Halls: St. Roch Market in the Faubourg Marigny kicked off the trend of housing multiple food businesses under one roof. Now there’s also the Auction House Market and the Pythian Market.


• Bayou Road: Technically, Bayou Road is one of the oldest traveled routes in the country, but a recent revitalization of this area off Broad Street in the Fairgrounds neighborhood has brought new, mostly Black-owned businesses, public art and murals, and the new location of the Southern Rep Theatre.


• Relocation of the Louisiana Children’s Museum: After 30 years in the Warehouse District, the Louisiana Children’s Museum has moved to a larger, more interactive space in City Park. It has several outdoor elements and exhibits, including a floating classroom, a sensory garden, and a wetland education area.


• Expansion of The Historic New Orleans Collection: The new exhibition center, which opened in 2019 after 15 years of planning and construction, is across the street from the original spot on Royal Street, combining the old and the new. Expect to find more interactive opportunities, including using virtual reality binoculars to see what the historic building once looked like and how it was used when it was built. Everything is still free.


• Sazerac House: The Sazerac distillery has taken the Sazerac theme and run with it in this multi-level museum, working distillery, and bar. Visitors can take a self-guided tour of the facility.


• Ride-Hailing Services: Lyft and Uber’s presence in New Orleans has given people more options for transportation, especially outside the French Quarter. It’s much easier to get into outlying neighborhoods now.


• The New MSY: In late 2019, a new airport terminal opened, offering more local food and beverage options, along with live music.





CALENDAR OF EVENTS


JANUARY-MARCH


Mardi Gras season (mardigrasday.com) starts on January 6, leading into parades and celebrations in February (and sometimes early March). After Mardi Gras, March serves up St. Patrick’s Day, St. Joseph’s Day (mardigrasneworleans.com), Super Sunday, and the Tennessee Williams Literary Festival (tennesseewilliams.net).
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St. Patrick’s Day parade





APRIL-JUNE


In April, festival season begins in earnest with French Quarter Fest (fqfi.org/frenchquarterfest [URL inactive]) early on, followed by the New Orleans Wine and Food Experience (nowfe.com), and Jazz Fest (nojazzfest.com) at the end of the month. Jazz Fest runs into the first weekend of May, and the month closes out with the Bayou Boogaloo (thebayouboogaloo.com) and the New Orleans Greek Festival (greekfestnola.com).


In June, don’t miss the New Orleans Oyster Festival (nolaoysterfest.org), the Creole Tomato Festival (frenchmarket.org), and the Louisiana Cajun/Zydeco Festival (jazzandheritage.org).



JULY-SEPTEMBER



July brings Essence Fest (essence.com/festival) and Tales of the Cocktail (talesofthecocktail.com), and in August, check out Satchmo SummerFest (fqfi.org) and the Hancock Whitney White Linen Night (cacwhitelinennight.com).


September is officially fall, but still feels like summertime, with Southern Decadence (southerndecadence.com), the New Orleans Burlesque Festival (neworleansburlesquefest.com), and NOLA On Tap (nolaontap.org).


OCTOBER-DECEMBER


October’s cooling temps bring the Crescent City Blues & BBQ Festival (jazzandheritage.org), Oktoberfest (oktoberfestnola.com), Voodoo Music + Arts Experience (worshipthemusic.com), and of course, Halloween. November brings three of the best food festivals: Boudin, Bourbon & Beer (boudinbourbonandbeer.com), Oak Street Po-Boy Festival (poboyfest.com), and the Tremé Creole Gumbo Festival (tremegumbofest.com).


In December, check out City Park’s Celebration in the Oaks (neworleanscitypark.com) and NOLA Christmas Fest (nolachristmasfest.com) in the Convention Center, as well as taking part in Réveillon meals and holiday customs like caroling in St. Louis Cathedral Square.
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French Quarter


MOON MAP


Note that Sight listings include links to Google Maps. Using a WiFi connection is advised to avoid roaming charges.


French Quarter Walk


Sights


Restaurants


Nightlife


Arts and Culture


Recreation


Shops


This is the OG New Orleans neighborhood. It’s filled with history and ghosts, as well as hotels, great eats, galleries, shops, bars, and tourists. Wander the streets to see the wrought iron balconies and gates that New Orleans is known for and slip into tiny shops that offer everything from masks to parasols to voodoo dolls. The Quarter is home to well-preserved historic buildings, local institutions, and many attractions oriented to visitors.


This is by no means an exhaustive list of all there is to do, see, eat, and drink in the French Quarter. Rather, these are the hidden gems, local favorites, and under-the-radar spots. These French Quarter suggestions will provide a genuine, entertaining, and funky flavor of New Orleans—just don’t stay here too long, OK?



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Best Multi-Purpose Museum: New Orleans Jazz Museum at the Old U.S. Mint (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Where to Find Brandy Cocktails and Gumbo: Jewel of the South (click here)


▪  Best Late-Night Eats: Palm & Pine (click here)


TOP NIGHTLIFE


▪  Most Sought-After Bloody Mary: Bar Tonique (click here)


▪  Where to Feel Like a Regular: Erin Rose (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  Best All-Ages Live Music Venue: Preservation Hall (click here)


▪  Most Drool-Inducing Art: Modernist Cuisine Gallery (click here)


TOP RECREATION


▪  Where to See the Mighty Mississippi: Woldenberg Park (click here)


TOP SHOPS


▪  Where to Drink Tea and Have a Psychic Reading: Bottom of the Cup Tea Room (click here)


▪  Best Antiques Shop with a Secret Room: M.S. Rau Antiques (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Streetcar lines: Riverfront (2), Canal (47, 48), Rampart-St. Claude (49)


▪  Major bus routes: 5, 10, 16, 55, 57, 88, 91




MAP 1: French Quarter
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FRENCH QUARTER WALK



TOTAL DISTANCE: 2 miles (3.2 kilometers)


WALKING TIME: 45 minutes-1 hour
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The French Quarter is so compact, it’s easy to cover a lot of ground in a day or two. This walk takes you by sights, food, drinks, shopping, and art. The walk itself will take around 45 minutes to an hour, but there will be so many spots (both mentioned here and ones you’ll discover for yourself) to stop at that you could easily set aside several hours. This is a good walk for the later morning, after you’ve had some coffee and are ready to go exploring. During the week, daytime in the Quarter is generally low-key; weekends will be a little crazier. Weekends are also when the majority of street musicians come out to play.


1 Start your walk at Modernist Cuisine Gallery, only a couple of blocks from Canal Street, on Royal Street. Check out the crazy food photography of Nathan Mhyrvold.


2 Take a left leaving the gallery and continue northeast up Royal one block to Conti Street. Take a left onto Conti, walk a block and a half, and pop into the Erin Rose for a frozen Irish coffee or Bloody Mary, either for here or to go. If you’re feeling peckish, a po’boy from Killer PoBoys (serving from the back room starting at 10am) is perfect for a late breakfast or early lunch.


3 From the Erin Rose, double back to Bourbon Street and turn left. After one block, turn right onto St. Louis Street. Walk a half block to Leah’s Pralines for a sweet treat or souvenir shopping.


4 Take a right out of Leah’s, head southeast to the next cross street, which is Royal, then turn left. Walk a half block and go check out The Historic New Orleans Collection, which you can peruse for free. (There are also guided tours.) The rotating exhibits focus on the history of New Orleans and its environs.
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a 1908 advertisement from The Historic New Orleans Collection





5 Continue strolling up Royal for three blocks to the intersection of Royal Street and St. Ann Street. Turn left onto St. Ann and you’ll come across the Boutique Du Vampyre, full of goth-inspired goods for fun browsing.


6 Double back to Royal and head northeast for a half block to hit Gallerie Vinsantos for some freaky, creative art in the form of glitzy, dramatic dolls made out of clay.


7 Now it’s time to rest a little and refuel. Continue to the end of the block and turn right onto Dumaine Street. Walk two blocks to the Cuban-influenced Manolito for a daiquiri and a snack.


8 From Manolito, head back down Dumaine the way you came. Turn right onto Chartres and walk two blocks. As soon as you hit the intersection with Ursulines Avenue, you’ll see the Beauregard-Keyes House on the left and the Old Ursuline Convent and Museum on the right. Check out one or the other (or both) to learn a little bit about some of the people who lived here back in the day.


9 Head back down Chartres toward Ursulines Avenue and continue for three blocks to St. Louis Cathedral and Jackson Square. Facing the cathedral, you’ll see a small side street running down its left-hand side. That’s Pirate Alley, and Faulkner House Books is located there. Stop in to pay homage to the storytellers of the South.


10 Head back on Pirate Alley toward Jackson Square. Just past the cathedral, turn right onto Chartres Street. A block down, just past Wilkinson Street, you can count the kitties through the window of Louisiana Loom Works. Head inside if textiles (or shop cats) are your thing.


11 Head another three blocks down Chartres Street and check out the Bottom of the Cup Tea Room, a cool shop that offers psychic readings and interesting varieties of tea.


12 Continuing down Chartres, take your next left onto Bienville Street. You’ll walk two blocks, then cross North Peters Street, and continue past a couple parking lots and across the train tracks. You’ll know you’ve arrived at Woldenberg Park when you see the Mississippi River. Just ahead of you is the Holocaust Memorial. Enjoy the river views and the cool breeze off the water. You’re near Canal Street for easy transportation to other parts of the Quarter or city.



Sights



Audubon Butterfly Garden and Insectarium


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


423 Canal St., 504/524-2847 or 800/774-7394, auduboninstitute.org; 10am-4:30pm daily summer, 10am-4:30pm Tues.-Sun. fall-spring; $23 adults, $20 seniors, $18 children 2-12, children under 2 free


The Audubon Butterfly Garden and Insectarium contains the largest collection of insects in the United States—about 900,000 species in all. The attraction is housed in part of the stately U.S. Custom House, an intimidating gray structure that occupies an entire city block.
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Audubon Insectarium





Here, you can touch all kinds of creatures, like millipedes and beetles, although many others (like cockroaches) are presented in clever displays from a safe distance. Even the museum’s Tiny Termite Café has insect-themed decor—and the glass-topped tables are actually terrariums, so you might find yourself eating directly over a live tarantula.


The museum’s bug-cooking demonstration “café,” Bug Appétit, illustrates how people around the world routinely snack on insects as an excellent source of protein. Less harrowing for squeamish visitors is the massive butterfly room set within a Japanese-style garden. The Audubon Butterfly Garden and Insectarium is closed most Mondays in fall, winter, and spring.


Beauregard-Keyes House


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


1113 Chartres St., 504/523-7257, bkhouse.org; 10am-3pm Mon.-Sat.; $10 adults, $9 seniors and students, $7.50 military, $4 children 6-12, children under 6 free


Opposite the Old Ursuline Convent stands the Beauregard-Keyes House, one of relatively few raised cottages in the French Quarter; the entrance and main floor are one level above the street. After the Civil War, the handsome mansion, which was finished in 1826, became the home of the Confederate general P. G. T. Beauregard. Over the years that followed, the house had a number of owners, and by the mid-1920s, it was nearly slated for demolition before a group of women campaigned to save it. In 1944, novelist Frances Parkinson Keyes took possession of the house and hired a firm to restore it. She lived here until 1969 and wrote several of her 50-odd books here. Today, her extensive collections of antique dolls, fans, and folk costumes are on display, and some of her books are available in the on-site gift shop.


One of the main attractions is the formal garden, designed by the wife of Switzerland’s consul to New Orleans, who owned the house in the 1830s. From beyond the outer wall, you can see the ornamental garden through brick “windows” fashioned with iron grills. A stroll through this lovely space is included in any of the guided house tours (45 minutes, free), which depart every hour on the hour. Roses, daylilies, crape myrtle, azaleas, sweet olive trees, irises, magnolia trees, and evergreen shrubs blend and bloom in one of the Quarter’s loveliest gardens.


The Cabildo


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


701 Chartres St., 504/568-6993 or 800/568-6868, louisianastatemuseum.org; 10am-4:30pm Tues.-Sun.; $9 adults, $7 seniors, students, and military, children under 7 free


On the upriver side of the St. Louis Cathedral stands the Cabildo, the building in which the formal transfer of Louisiana to the United States took place after the Louisiana Purchase. The Spanish first constructed the Cabildo as their seat of government in the 1770s, but it and its replacement were destroyed during two major city fires in the late 18th century. The current structure, made of brick and stucco and built in the Spanish style with Moorish influences, was erected in 1794. It served as the Louisiana Supreme Court headquarters for much of the 19th and early 20th centuries, and it was where the Plessy v. Ferguson decision (which legalized segregation) originated in 1892.
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the historic Cabildo





Many prominent visitors have been officially received in the Cabildo, from the Marquis de Lafayette to Mark Twain. Today, the building looks more French than Spanish, because the original flat-tile roof was replaced with a Second Empire mansard roof in the late 1840s.


Part of the Louisiana State Museum since 1908, the Cabildo contains a fascinating exhibit tracing the history of Louisiana through the past two centuries, beginning with the region’s Native Americans and ending with Reconstruction. Each section uses maps, photographs, drawings, historical documents, and narrative signs to describe the period and theme. The museum is closed on state holidays.



S New Orleans Jazz Museum at the Old U.S. Mint



MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


400 Esplanade Ave., 504/568-6993 or 800/568-6868, nolajazzmuseum.org; 10am-4:30pm Tues.-Sun.; $6 adults, $5 students, seniors, and military, children under 7 free


Fashioned with a granite facade and made of stucco and Mississippi River mud brick, the Old U.S. Mint was constructed in 1835. This is the only building in the country to have functioned as both a U.S. and a Confederate mint. It also housed Confederate troops for a time during the Civil War. With the Union occupation, the mint was shut down until Reconstruction, at which time it resumed service.


In 1909, the mint was decommissioned, and in 1981, it was added to the state museum system. Today, it’s home to the New Orleans Jazz Museum, which features a variety of music-related artifacts, such as sheet music and instruments, like the cornet that Louis Armstrong learned to play on and Dr. John’s piano. The thoughtful exhibits, like one dedicated to the life and work of Professor Longhair or an exploration of the history of women in jazz, are always changing, so check the website to see what’s on. The Jazz Museum also hosts live performances and interviews with musicians.
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inside the New Orleans Jazz Museum at the Old U.S. Mint





A small display is dedicated to the building’s architect, William Strickland, and historical information and objects related to its U.S. Mint days. It’s also home to the Louisiana Historical Center, an archive open to the public that contains a priceless collection of colonial-era maps and manuscripts. Note that the entire building is closed on state holidays.


J&M Recording Studio


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


840 N. Rampart St., no phone; 8:30am-6pm Mon.-Fri., 8:30am-3pm Sat.; free


Although Cosimo Matassa’s J&M Recording Studio, on the corner of North Rampart and Dumaine Streets, is recognized as a pivotal place in the history of rock ’n’ roll, the building is now a laundromat called Hula Mae’s Tropic Wash. Plaques adorn the exterior, marking it as the spot where Matassa worked with musicians like Fats Domino, Little Richard, Professor Longhair, Ray Charles, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Bobby Charles. Inside, next to the dryers, are headshots of the many musicians that recorded here. Cosimo Matassa is a huge, yet often overlooked, influence on the musical history of New Orleans.


Old Ursuline Convent and Museum


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


1100 Chartres St., 504/529-3040, oldursulineconventmuseum.com; 10am-4pm Mon.-Fri., 9am-3pm Sat.; $8 adults, $7 seniors, $6 students and military


To understand New Orleans, it’s important to understand the role of Catholicism in its founding and history. The Ursuline convent is the oldest existing building in New Orleans, having survived two city fires and as many wars. Today, the convent-turned-museum tells the story of some of the first women living in the city. It’s run by the Archdiocese of New Orleans as its Catholic Culture Heritage Center, so the rooms house information and artifacts from neighboring St. Louis Cathedral as well. The convent has also served as an archbishop’s residence, a boy’s Catholic school, a public school, and the seat of the Louisiana legislature.
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sculptures at the Old Ursuline Convent





The museum hosts rotating exhibits, like an overview of Catholicism in New Orleans and how it shaped the city. Another focused on the life and legacy of Henriette Delille, a black Creole woman who founded the Sisters of the Holy Family, a Catholic order for free women of color, in the mid-19th century. The exhibits have been placed in the convent’s former classrooms, dormitory, dining room, and workroom. Many of the original features of the property are still on display, like the front staircase and the pine-and-cypress ceiling beams. The outdoor gardens are beautifully maintained, creating a quiet opportunity to rest and reflect. Connected to the convent complex is the still-active St. Mary’s Church, built in 1845.


Restaurants


PRICE KEY








	$

	Entrées less than $15






	$$

	Entrées $15-30






	$$$

	Entrées more than $30









CAJUN AND CREOLE


SoBou $$


MOON MAP


310 Chartres St., 504/552-4095, sobounola.com; 7am-10pm daily


SoBou (short for “south of Bourbon”) was created by the culinary experts behind Commander’s Palace. The menus change throughout the day: You might find hot fried chicken with biscuits and gravy for breakfast, a cracklin’ crusted pork belly steamed bun for lunch, or, for dinner, NOLA-style barbecue shrimp pinchos (small plates). Besides the main dining room—which is stylishly illuminated by shelves of glowing bottles—SoBou has an on-site bar (11:30am-close daily) and semi-private dining areas. During the Sunday “Legs and Eggs” brunch, enjoy the burlesque stylings of dancer Bella Blue along with decadent dishes like the signature Legs & Eggs—a duck leg over grits with a crawfish-boil-spiced poached egg. The restaurant offers limited free parking at the nearby W New Orleans French Quarter.


PO’BOYS


Killer Poboys $


MOON MAP


219 Dauphine St., 504/462-2731, killerpoboys.com; 10am-8pm Wed.-Mon.


At Cam Boudreaux and April Bellow’s Killer Poboys, the banh mi-inspired seared gulf shrimp sandwich is a signature dish that’s been refined over the years for perfect flavors and textures. The roasted sweet potato po’boy is a hearty, somewhat healthy option, tastily teamed up with a black-eyed pea and pecan spread and braised greens. The pork belly they use is glazed with New Orleans rum and ginger cane syrup, the chorizo is house made, and the cheddar in the glorious take on the grilled cheese is infused with Irish whiskey. The deli-style interior is always buzzing during lunch, with bottled sodas and canned beer available to go along with the sandwiches. This location is referred to as “Big” Killer Poboys; it’s the sibling to “Little” Killer Poboys, inside the Erin Rose.


SEAFOOD


GW Fins $$$


MOON MAP


808 Bienville St., 504/581-3467, gwfins.com; 5pm-10pm Sun.-Thurs., 5pm-10:30pm Fri.-Sat.


Although many local dishes are offered at GW Fins, the kitchen specializes in fresh fish from all over the world, ranging from Canadian salmon to New Zealand John Dory. The setting, a converted warehouse with lofty ceilings, warm wood, and cushy booths, is contemporary and upbeat. Worthy specialties include Korean-spiced tempura fin wings (also known as fish collars), lobster dumplings, and the seasonally available “scalibut,” a dish that combines New England scallops and Alaskan halibut. The menu is based on the day’s catch, so it’s subject to change. Reservations are recommended, and the dress code is business casual.


Felix’s Restaurant & Oyster Bar $


MOON MAP


739 Iberville St., 504/522-4440, felixs.com; 10am-11pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-1am Fri.-Sun.


Just off the insanity of Bourbon Street, Felix’s Restaurant & Oyster Bar has been serving local seafood fanatics since the early 1900s. Though known for its oysters on the half shell, this super-casual joint prepares all of New Orleans’s seafood favorites well, including shrimp rémoulade, blackened alligator, and oysters Bienville (baked oysters in a shrimp sauce).


ECLECTIC


Bayona $$$


MOON MAP


430 Dauphine St., 504/525-4455, bayona.com; 5:30pm-9:30pm Mon.-Tues., 11:30am-1:30pm and 5:30pm-9:30pm Wed.-Sat.


A highly regarded restaurant on a quiet stretch of Dauphine, Bayona fuses traditions, recipes, and ingredients from a handful of cultures, namely American, French, Italian, Mediterranean, Asian, and North African. Award-winning chef Susan Spicer dreams up such imaginative combos as peppered lamb loin with a goat cheese-zinfandel sauce. Desserts are no mere afterthought, and there’s a commendable wine list. The setting—an 18th-century Creole cottage filled with trompe l’oeil murals of the Mediterranean countryside, plus a lush courtyard—is the quintessence of romance, though the odd interior acoustics can make it rather loud.


Green Goddess $$


MOON MAP


307 Exchange Pl., 504/301-3347, greengoddessrestaurant.com; 11am-9pm Wed.-Sun.


An oasis down a quaint alleyway, Green Goddess sounds like it would be a great vegetarian spot for those seeking to escape the meat- and seafood-heavy menus of the French Quarter. And it is vegetarian- and vegan-friendly, but also serves meat and seafood for a perfectly omnivore experience. The dishes, ingredients, and flavors at Green Goddess are exciting and quirky, but also taste good. Service is generally unhurried, so prepare for a languid lunch or dinner. There are only a half dozen or so tables inside; most of the seating is outside, so this is the perfect spot on a sunny day. Try the sweet potato biscuits with wild mushroom gravy or the manchego patatas bravas (fried cubed potatoes) at lunch, the chimichurri brisket (or mushrooms) at dinner, and the signature rolled uttapam (an Indian-style lentil pancake) or freekeh salad anytime.
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Enjoy the fresh food at Green Goddess.






S Jewel of the South $$



MOON MAP


1026 St. Louis St., 504/265-8816, jewelnola.com; 6pm-midnight Mon.-Fri., 7pm-midnight Sat.-Sun.


The minds behind the Latin flavors of Manolito have created a uniquely New Orleans tavern steeped in history. It’s named for a mid-1800s-era saloon owned by unsung cocktail hero Joseph Santini, who created the Brandy Crusta cocktail, a drink made with cognac, curacao, and lemon juice. His establishment was also the first to serve gumbo to the public. Both those achievements are honored by the inclusion of the almost-forgotten classic on the cocktail menu, and the food menu always has some variation of gumbo on it. The 1830s-era Creole cottage the tavern resides in has two floors for eating and drinking, as well as a private courtyard.


Longway Tavern $$


MOON MAP


719 Toulouse St., 504/962-9696, longwaytavern.com; 4pm-midnight Mon.-Thurs., 11:30am-midnight Fri.-Sun.


The small plates at Longway sound pretty simple on the menu—fried calamari, shrimp toast, chicken sandwich, bread and butter—but the flavors and techniques used to create what are actually sophisticated and exciting yet approachable dishes will have you ordering more before you even finish your first round. Longway Tavern is a narrow space with a long bar on one side, booths on the other, and courtyard seating in the back. It’s laidback and completely unpretentious, with a badass cocktail menu that’s also deceptively simple.


Meauxbar $$


MOON MAP


942 N. Rampart St., 504/569-9979, meauxbar.com; 5pm-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-2pm and 5pm-midnight Fri.-Sat., 10am-2pm and 5pm-10pm Sun.


Meauxbar serves up creative takes on French dishes like escargot, roasted chicken, and fried oysters, as well as a gussied-up version of the New Orleans corner store classic yaka mein, a local hangover cure similar to beef ramen. The space has a quasi-midcentury modern feel, with atomic-burst-shaped pendant lights, but its rustic hardwood floor, simple seating, and cozy simplicity evoke a quiet French bistro, low on pretense and high on charm.



S Palm & Pine $$



MOON MAP


308 N. Rampart St., 504/814-6200, palmandpinenola.com; 5pm-1am Sun.-Mon. and Wed.-Thurs., 5pm-2am Fri.-Sat.


Jordan and Amarys Herndon are married chefs with years of fine dining experience (Jordan at Ralph’s on the Park, Amarys at Bayona). In recent years, they’ve also experimented with pop-up kitchens; their late night Vietnamese crawfish boils at the Black Penny were legendary. With Palm & Pine, they finally have their own spot—and it’s as good as their pedigrees suggest. There’s a casual vibe, a large open dining room with blonde wood and shades of green and pink, and a gorgeous kitchen bar where guests can watch the chefs at work. The cuisine at Palm & Pine is “The South, and South of that,” so there’s tons of Latin American, Caribbean, and Tex-Mex influences, but dishes like the “corner store crudo,” which combines raw tuna with shrimp puffs, pineapple slices, and a sweet and salty sauce made from pineapple soda and nam pla, defies classification. Try the tasty and gluttonous fried chicken livers accompanied by house-made seasonal preserves.


ITALIAN


Irene’s $$


MOON MAP


529 Bienville St., 504/529-8811, irenesnola.com; 5:30pm-10pm Mon.-Sat.


At this French Quarter gem, the aromas of garlic and rosemary hit you as soon as you walk through the door. The food is high-end Italian with a focus on roasted meat and seafood, and the space is elegant and high-ceilinged. The antipasto plate is a stunner, and longtime favorites oysters Irene (baked oysters with bacon and bell pepper), cioppino, and rosemary- and garlic-roasted chicken bring comfort and joy to both regulars and new acolytes.


MEDITERRANEAN


Cleo’s French Quarter $$


MOON MAP


117 Decatur St., 504/616-3773; 24 hours daily


A restaurant that provides healthy, high-quality food and service for every one of the 24 hours its open, Cleo’s on Decatur is an outpost of Cleo’s Market at 940 Canal Street, but with a greatly expanded menu and a wood fired oven for made-to-order pita bread. A bright, modern spot with gold touches, the restaurant feels warm and welcoming at any time of the day. The menu takes its cues from all over the Middle East and Mediterranean, with lots of tabbouleh, hummus, falafel, zaatar, and olives. Even though the menu is limited during late-night hours, you can’t go wrong even with the simplest items. No booze is served, but they have a lovely menu of fresh juices and other non-alcoholic mocktails.


ASIAN


Dian Xin $


MOON MAP


1218 Decatur St., 504/266-2828; 3pm-10pm Tues.-Thurs. and Sun., 3pm-11pm Fri.-Sat.


One of the few spots in New Orleans to serve authentic dim sum, Dian Xin’s opening in 2019 sparked an unanticipated hunger for soup dumplings and steamed bao (filled dumplings). The popularity of the tiny spot means you’ll likely have to wait during popular times. Luckily, you can leave your number and someone will call you when your table’s ready, meaning you can window shop or grab a drink while you wait. Aside from dim sum, they also have a variety of larger dishes, as well as noodle soups and jianbing (Chinese-style crepes).


LATIN AMERICAN


Manolito $


MOON MAP


508 Dumaine St., 504/603-2740, manolitonola.com; 4pm-11pm Mon.-Tues., 11am-11pm Wed.-Sun.


With so many places to eat in New Orleans, grazing is the way to go so that you can try as many spots as possible, and Manolito is perfect for a quick bite. The brainchild of local cocktail legends Chris Hannah and Nick Deitrich, Manolito’s small plates are simple but tasty; both the food and beverage menus are love letters to the flavors and traditions of Cuba. Try one of the excellent made-to-order frozen cocktails. The space itself is small and cozy, but inviting, with a couple tables downstairs and another half dozen up in the loft area, as well as a few bar stools. There’s a nice collection of photographs taken in Cuba by Hannah himself.


VEGETARIAN


Small Mart $


MOON MAP


1303 Decatur St., 504/309-2288; 8am-8pm daily, kitchen noon-6pm daily


This tiny Upper Quarter spot is easy to miss. It looks every inch the typical convenience store from the outside but inside, it sells inexpensive but house-made international street food, like chana chaat (an Indian snack made with chickpeas and potatoes), a vegetable curry of the day, a Jamaican veggie patty, and a po’boy with tandoori marinated tofu or fried veggie pakora. They also carry authentic New York bagels, vegan chai and coffee drinks, gluten-free baked goods, kombucha on tap, and self-serve drip coffee for $1, all in a friendly, progressive, bodega-style atmosphere. It’s small, so plan to take your food to go. The kitchen is open from noon to 6pm.


CAFÉS AND LIGHT BITES


Arrow Cafe $


MOON MAP


628 N. Rampart St., no phone; 8am-5pm daily


This homey, hip, and slightly ragtag spot has flyers on the walls, random New Orleans-made items for sale, and delicious baked goods provided by pastry chef Ryan Universe and local baker Wretchin’ Gretchin’s. They host monthly pop-ups to show off products from these and other New Orleans-based bakers and makers, making it a convenient spot to grab a cup of coffee while checking out one-of-a-kind, locally created products. Oh, and the coffee’s good, too: They use Extracto beans from Portland, Oregon, as well as locally roasted Congregation Coffee and pull a hell of an espresso. There are also lots of vegan-friendly options to eat and drink.


Croissant d’Or Patisserie $


MOON MAP


617 Ursulines Ave., 504/524-4663, croissantdornola.com [URL inactive]; 6am-3pm Wed.-Mon.


A source of delightful pastries and sweets, from napoleons to dark chocolate mousse, Croissant d’Or is a classic French bakery that also serves delicious sandwiches, fresh salads, and yummy breakfasts. Situated in the Lower Quarter, not far from the Old Ursuline Convent, this spacious café—with plenty of tables, local artwork, and a simply furnished courtyard. Be prepared for long lines, especially in the morning.
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Croissant d’Or Patisserie





Nightlife


LIVE MUSIC


21st Amendment at La Louisiane


MOON MAP


725 Iberville St., 504/378-7330, 21stamendmentlalouisiane.com; 2pm-11pm Mon.-Wed., 2pm-midnight Thurs., noon-2am Fri.-Sat., 11am-11pm Sun.; no cover


21st Amendment at La Louisiane honors the Prohibition era of the 1920s, when both the mafia and speakeasies thrived in the United States. Decorated with black-and-white images of the country’s most notorious mobsters, including Al Capone, this cozy bar occupies part of a 19th-century building that was once owned by local mobsters Diamond Jim Moran and Carlos Marcello. Today, you can savor a delicious cocktail made from homemade syrups and infused spirits while listening to live old-time jazz and blues music, which is offered nearly every afternoon and evening.


Santos


MOON MAP


1135 Decatur St., 504/605-3533, santosbar.com; 4pm-5am Mon.-Fri., 2pm-5am Sat.-Sun.; cover $5-20


Brought to you by the same folks who run the Saint in the Lower Garden District, Santos is a rock club that features everything from indie rock and metal to the occasional jazz or brass band. Regardless of who’s playing, it’s a fun, friendly, and super cool vibe with good drinks at decent prices. The space is a snug brick-walled spot with lots of corners to lean into. Note that a portrait of Lemmy, the late founder of Motorhead, occupies a prominent spot behind the bar, much like a patron saint.




SNOWBALL STANDS


(Contributed by Megan Braden-Perry, who literally wrote the book on snowballs, Crescent City Snow. She loves guiding people to the right stands and flavors. Below are a few of her off-the-beaten-path snowball stand recommendations, all of which are open year-round. Find Megan at crescentcitysnow.com and @crescentcitysnow on social media.)
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snowball in the summertime





Snowball stands are microcosms of New Orleans, serving scrumptious yet affordable treats to friendly people of diverse backgrounds. It’s flavored ice, but so much more than that: The ice is shaved, making the texture soft and fluffy. Bring cash and don’t hesitate to ask other guests at the stand for their favorite flavor combos.


• Ike’s (520 City Park Ave., 504/208-9983, ikessnowballs.com): Ike’s serves perfect snowballs. They have a wide variety of flavors, including a half dozen sour ones. The best thing about Ike’s is the consistency. The flavors are always mixed perfectly (some stands add too much sugar, which makes the snowball lose flavor) and the ice is smooth.


• The Original New Orleans Snoball and Smoothie (4339 Elysian Fields Ave., 504/283-8370): Since this stand is open year-round, is centrally located, and has been open for nearly 30 years, it’s probably the most visited of all stands. The cream flavors here are outstanding.


• Sno-La Uptown (8108 Hampson St., 504/327-7669, snolasnowballs.com): Just off the St. Charles streetcar line, Sno-La Uptown is a land of innovation. Sno-La created the first cheesecake-stuffed snowball and the beignet-flavored snowball, held the first snowball gender reveal and the first all-you-can-eat tasting, and much more. The Beam Me Up Mikey (banana and chocolate stuffed with peanut butter cheesecake) is my go-to.


• Brain Freeze (10816 Hayne Blvd., 985/290-5195): If you’ve got your own car, it’s worth the drive to check out Brain Freeze, on the southeastern shore of Lake Pontchartrain. When friends come to town, this is where I take them. The snowballs are exactly what they should be, but this stand is also attached to Castnet Seafood and Walker’s BBQ, so it’s a one-stop shop of deliciousness.


• Rodney’s (9231 Lake Forest Blvd., 504/241-2035): Also a haul from the central part of the city, Rodney’s is my favorite stand of all time. Every flavor they serve is delightful, but my favorites are the sour apple and the cotton candy cream. This stand is also designed well, with easy parking and exiting, a covered patio, and separate order and pickup windows.
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