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INTRODUCTION

I asked more than one hundred elementary-school teachers to help me find the fifty funniest poems about school ever written. The poems in this book are the ones their students liked best.

I don’t suppose that anyone will be surprised to find their favorite poems by Shel Silverstein, Jack Prelutsky, Kalli Dakos, David L. Harrison, Max Fatchen, Colin McNaughton, Carol Diggory Shields, or Bobbi Katz in this anthology. Nor will readers who are familiar with my earlier anthologies, Kids Pick the Funniest Poems and A Bad Case of the Giggles, be surprised to find their favorite poems by Kenn Nesbitt, Bill Dodds, Joyce Armor, Robert Scotellaro, Helen Ksypka, Timothy Tocher, and Rebecca Kai Dotlich.

But I’m embarrassed that so many of the poems in this book are mine. When you test poems on kids, you never know what will happen. If we had tested poems on goats, I suppose the results would have been completely different. They would have eaten the poems.

I hope that you grin, giggle, and guffaw while reading these poems as much as the kids who tested them.

Happy reading,

    Bruce Lansky


Look Out!

The witches mumble horrid chants,

You’re scolded by five thousand aunts,

A Martian pulls a fearsome face

And hurls you into Outer Space,
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You’re tied in front of whistling trains,

A tomahawk has sliced your brains,

The tigers snarl, the giants roar,

You’re sat on by a dinosaur.

In vain you’re shouting “Help” and “Stop,”

The walls are spinning like a top,

The earth is melting in the sun

And all the horror’s just begun.

And, oh, the screams, the thumping hearts—

That awful night before school starts.
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Max Fatchen


Don’t Pinch!
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When I got on the school bus,

I was in for a surprise.

My friends all stared and pointed.

There was mischief in their eyes.

A kid who sat in front of me

reached out and pinched my knee.

My friends all started laughing,

but the joke was lost on me.

And then I got a second pinch.

I felt it on my ear.

And then I felt a third and fourth.

You guessed it—on my rear.

I asked, “Why are you pinching me?

I think it’s very mean!”

They said, “Today’s St. Patrick’s Day

and you’re not wearing green.”

Bruce Lansky


Morning Announcements

Good morning, staff and students.

Take note of what I say.

In school we will have showers,

for April starts today.

Some teachers were suspended

for giving too much work.

Today, if you feel lazy,

you’ll be allowed to shirk.

We want to find the student

who brought a pig to school.

It is running down the hallways,

and that’s against the rule.

Today on our lunch menu

are bumblebees in sauce

or chopped-cockroach sandwiches

and salad you can toss.

Next year we’ll pay our students

for work they do in school . . .

and if you believe these messages,

then you’re an APRIL FOOL!
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Sylvia Andrews


English Is a Pain! (Pane?)

Rain, reign, rein,

English is a pain.

Although the words

sound just alike,

the spelling’s not the same!
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Bee, be, B,

I’d rather climb a tree

than learn to spell

the same old word,

not just one way, but three!

Sight, site, cite,

I try with all my might.

No matter which

I finally choose,

it’s not the one that’s right!

There, their, they’re,

enough to make you swear.

Too many ways
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