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Our planet is full of life! 
There are living things everywhere, from high mountains to deep oceans, from burning deserts to icy poles. To be able to survive in such different places plants and animals need different bodies and different abilities. That’s why there are many kinds of living things, each one suited to a particular place. 
 
Scientists call a kind of living thing a species. So far they have found and named almost two million species but there could be many more that haven’t yet been named, perhaps as many as ten million! Together, this amazing variety of species has a scientific name too: it’s called biodiversity and it’s a precious treasure.
 
But human beings are cutting down forests, polluting oceans and changing the climate, making it harder and harder for many species to survive. Any species whose numbers fall year after year is in danger of being lost from the world; it is threatened with extinction. Extinction means that all the members of that species are dead; the species is gone forever.
 
The first thing that we can do to try and stop this happening and keep that precious biodiversity safe, is to notice and name as many living things as we can. If a species has no name, it can be lost without us even realising.
 
Some of the names for animals and plants are words that we all know well – whale, butterfly, frog, mushroom… But if we only ever use those words, then we might never notice that there are many different species of whales, butterflies, frogs and mushrooms!
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