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How to use this ebook:


•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.


•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.


•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.


•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.


•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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Moeraki Boulders, South Island






WELCOME TO Aotearoa New Zealand



10 TOP EXPERIENCES


PLANNING YOUR TRIP


THE LAND OF THE LONG WHITE CLOUD


BEST OF New Zealand in Two Weeks


NORTH ISLAND


KIA ORA: MEETING MĀORI


AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND’S GREAT WALKS


THE GREAT RIDES


THE NATIONAL PARKS


SOUTH ISLAND


EXPLORE MIDDLE-EARTH


You know it as New Zealand but Kiwis are increasingly using its Māori name, “Aotearoa,” meaning “the land of the long white cloud.”


According to legend, Polynesian demigod Maui fished Aotearoa’s North Island from the Tasman Sea, battling his catch from a canoe, represented by South Island, anchored by the smaller Rakiura, or Stewart Island. From the embrace of Indigenous place names and using the occasional te reo (Māori language) in everyday conversation, to public artworks, cultural performances, dedicated museums, and countryside peppered with marae (meeting houses), Aotearoa’s rich history is celebrated nationwide.


Equally celebrated is the natural splendor. Kiwis, whether Māori or Pākehā (European New Zealanders), possess a profound sense of kaitiakitanga (guardianship) for these lands—around one-third of which are protected as public reserves and national parks, including UNESCO World Heritage Sites. From its subtropical northern tip, Aotearoa unfurls dramatically. At North Island’s center sits an active geothermal heartland, while the spine of South Island comprises the snow-kissed Southern Alps/Kā Tiritiri o te Moana, laced with glacial formations and iconic treks. There are beaches of golden, white, pink, and iron-rich black sands. Orcas, whales, and endemic dolphins and penguins patrol protected ocean reserves, and strange feathered critters like the kiwi bird wander ancient goblin forests wrapped in mist. Surf it, hike it, bike it, skydive or bungee-jump into it, or road-trip around it—few destinations possess such variety in such a concentrated space.


Sophisticated cities like Auckland and Wellington are backed by the internationally acclaimed wineries of Marlborough and Otago as well as a bounty of boutique breweries. Aotearoa is an epicurean haven where well-traveled chefs embrace cultural diversity, their dishes influenced by the Pacific, Europe, and Asia, all with a Kiwi twist.


So, kia ora, be prepared to be awed by the majesty and humbled by the humanity of Aotearoa New Zealand, the land of the long white cloud.
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surfing in Kaikōura






10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Getting a taste of what makes the Auckland area so special at the nearby Hauraki Gulf Islands, home to vineyards, wildlife sanctuaries, and the striking Rangitoto volcano.








[image: image]



2 Dolphin-watching around North Island’s Bay of Islands and whale-watching in the waters off Kaikōura on South Island.
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3 Spelunking in the sprawling network of underground caverns that is Waitomo Caves, lit by twinkling glowworms.
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4 Exploring the volcanic wonders of Rotorua, the geothermal heartland of Aotearoa.
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5 Conquering what may be Aotearoa’s most spectacular day hike, the awesome and ever-changing Tongariro Alpine Crossing.








[image: image]



6 Marveling at South Island’s spectacular sounds and fjords, from Marlborough Sounds to famed Milford Sound/Piopiotahi, where glassy waters are perfect for exploring by boat or on foot along the coast.
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7 Tasting famous Kiwi wines in idyllic vine-clad settings, from the syrah and cabernets of Hawke’s Bay to the sauvignon blancs of Marlborough.
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8 Sipping on a house-made brew in cosmopolitan Wellington, or in feel-good Nelson, which gives the craft beer capital a run for its money.
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9 Riding the rails on the TranzAlpine, a regal railway journey traversing South Island, from Christchurch through the rolling Canterbury Plains and the dramatic Southern Alps.
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10 Thrill-seeking in Queenstown, the birthplace of bungee jumping, which also boasts world-class biking and hiking trails, ski slopes, paragliding, rock climbing, and jet-boating.






Planning Your Trip



WHERE TO GO


North Island


Auckland


Auckland is Aotearoa’s largest and most diverse city. Admire the world’s largest collection of Māori and Pacific artifacts at the Auckland War Memorial Museum or base-jump by wire off the southern hemisphere’s tallest building, the Sky Tower. Also known as the City of Sails for its love of sailing, Auckland boasts one of the best food and nightlife scenes in the country. And from the native bush and black sands of the Waitākere Ranges to the west, the 50 or so volcanoes that pepper the city, or the offshore Hauraki Gulf Islands—home to wineries, rare bird sanctuaries, and Auckland’s largest volcanic peak, Rangitoto—adventure and scenic wonder are never far away.
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Hauraki Gulf and Rangitoto Island





Northland


There’s plenty to enjoy in New Zealand’s northernmost, subtropical region. Drive across the scenic sands of Ninety Mile Beach—where you can also surf giant sand dunes—and explore forests of enormous 2,000-year-old kauri trees. Dolphin-watch in the Bay of Islands, and visit the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, site of the signing of modern-day New Zealand’s founding document.


Waikato, Bay of Plenty, and the Coromandel


This expansive region spreading south and east of Auckland has a little something for everyone: the world-renowned Hamilton Gardens; spelunking the famous glowworm-lit Waitomo Caves; excellent beaches and laid-back vibes on the Coromandel Peninsula and Bay of Plenty; the Hobbiton movie set; and the beckoning waves of the hip surfing town Raglan.
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Rotorua and the Volcanic Heartland



Many Aotearoa icons lie within the North Island’s geothermal heartland, the result of some of the most highly concentrated tectonic activity on earth. Hot spring spas and volcanic sites such as Wai-O-Tapu take advantage of the area’s colorful sulfur springs, steaming mud pools, and volcanoes. Outdoor adventures include white-water rafting, mountain biking, and hiking the Tongariro Alpine Crossing in the UNESCO-listed Tongariro National Park.
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the Champagne Pool at Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland





East Cape and Hawke’s Bay


On North Island’s east coast, visit New Zealand’s oldest vineyards in Napier, which is also known for its art deco architecture. There’s also the sprawling sacred ground of Te Urewera to explore and a colony of 13,000 wild gannets at the Cape Kidnappers/Te Kauwae-a-Māui reserve to visit.


Taranaki and Whanganui


The perfect cone of the cloud-kissing Mount Taranaki volcano beckons hikers to the otherwise flat Taranaki peninsula, which juts westward from central North Island. The beaches of this region are also home to some serious surfing. Inland awaits the mythical Whanganui River, which can be explored by canoe or kayak on one of New Zealand’s Great Walks.
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view of Mount Taranaki from Pouakai Tarns





Wellington


Flanking a brilliant blue harbor, charming Wellington, near North Island’s southern tip, is home to a wealth of cultural offerings, including the compelling Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa. The city’s nightlife scene takes off around the happening Cuba Quarter, while ale lovers will appreciate the serious craft beer scene.


South Island


Marlborough and Nelson Tasman


This northernmost region of South Island boasts a bounty of wildlife and natural wonders. Explore the awesome Marlborough Sounds and follow the Abel Tasman Coast Track on foot or by kayak. Nelson Tasman appeals to craft beer enthusiasts, while oenophiles will prefer the Marlborough Wine Region. To the west and south, Kahurangi National Park and Nelson Lakes National Park await with hikes and dramatic vistas. Slightly farther southeast, watch for whales off the Kaikōura coast.




The Land of the Long White Cloud


Though New Zealand’s name is yet to have been officially altered, most Māori and Pacific Peoples, along with an ever-growing swath of Pākehā (Kiwis of European descent) and a slew of corporations and political organizations, increasingly refer to the country as Aotearoa New Zealand, or simply Aotearoa. The consensus is that Aotearoa was first used by Māori to refer to North Island only; the reason for its transition to use as the national moniker and indeed its rise to prominence over the handful of the country’s other Indigenous names is shrouded in mystery—fitting, as it’s most commonly translated as “the land of the long white cloud.” A national poll in 2021 found 41 percent of Kiwis favor adding Aotearoa to New Zealand’s name—though only 9 percent of them believe it should be used as its standalone moniker.






Christchurch, Canterbury, and the West Coast



Still recovering from the enormous earthquakes of 2010 and 2011, Christchurch remains South Island’s cultural capital and “Garden City.” Nowhere is this moniker better earned than at the Christchurch Botanic Gardens. Close to the city, the Banks Peninsula—home to Hector’s dolphins—beckons exploration. Idyllic and versatile, the surrounding region of Canterbury is home to Aotearoa’s mightiest peak, Aoraki/Mount Cook, and Tasman Glacier, the country’s longest.


Meanwhile, even by New Zealand standards, the West Coast is remote. This devastatingly beautiful stretch of land is wedged between the ferocious Tasman Sea to the west and the stoic Southern Alps/Kā Tiritiri o te Moana to the east. If you have the time, take a tour to Franz Josef Glacier/Kā Roimata ō Hine Hukatere or Fox Glacier/Te Moeka o Tūawe.


Queenstown and Otago


Bungee jumping made Queenstown the adventure capital of the world, but the resort town offers everything from jet-boating to parachuting, and there’s plenty to draw you away from its thrill-seeking sights, like hiking from nearby Wānaka and Glenorchy. On the other side of the Otago region, the incredible Victorian architecture in Dunedin, known as the “Edinburgh of the South,” and Ōamaru, steampunk capital of the world, are must-dos.


Fiordland and Southland


Fiordland National Park is a haven of plunging granite cliffs and ancient black waters, and the star of its fjords is Milford Sound/Piopiotahi. By kayak or boat tour, see scenery so astonishing you’ll either clap or cry. The rest of Southland is bordered by spectacular beaches so battered by Antarctic blasts that the trees grow bent over, with the sprawling avian paradise of Stewart Island/Rakiura off the south coast.


KNOW BEFORE YOU GO


When to Go


Aotearoa is in the southern hemisphere, so the seasons are opposite to those in the northern hemisphere: summer, New Zealand’s high season, runs December-February, while winter is June-August. The country certainly experiences all four seasons, though some parts experience greater variation than others (Auckland, so goes the joke, sometimes gets them all in a day). Aotearoa’s complex climate ranges from the subtropical in the far north to cool temperate in the far south, made more volatile thanks to its narrow, mountainous island landmass. Temperatures generally decrease as you travel south.


South Island’s west coast, hemmed in by the massive ranges of the Southern Alps/Kā Tiritiri o te Moana, is Aotearoa’s wettest region; parts of it, such as Fiordland, receive comparable rainfall to the Amazon. Central Otago, on the eastern side of the mountains, is the country’s driest region. In winter, most snow cover occurs in mountainous areas June-October—take note, winter sports enthusiasts. Hikers should be aware that many alpine treks, including some Great Walks, are impassible during these months. However, Aotearoa receives a more-than-respectable 2,000 hours-plus of sunshine per year, meaning those visiting during summer and much of the shoulder seasons are pretty much guaranteed to leave with a tan. For more information about the climate and up-to-date forecasts, visit MetService Te Ratonga Tirorangi (www.metservice.com).



High Season



December-February is New Zealand’s summer and its peak season, with average temperatures of 20-30°C (68-86°F). Hotter regions include Bay of Islands, Bay of Plenty, East Cape, Hawke’s Bay, Marlborough, and Nelson Tasman, all of which also receive the most sunshine. This is the time to make the most of outdoor activities. Tour operators, bars, and restaurants have extended hours, and accommodations fill fast—especially between Christmas and mid-January, when most Kiwis holiday.


Shoulder Seasons


During September-November (spring) and March-May (fall), destinations are quieter and the temperatures a little cooler, though there are still plenty of scorching hot days, depending on where you visit. During spring, temperatures range 7-19°C (45-67°F) on North Island and 5-17°C (41-63°F) on South Island. Fall is one of the country’s most settled and pleasant seasons, with North Island temperatures of 11-21°C (52-70°F), and 6-16°C (43-50°F) on South Island. You’ll have a greater chance of scoring some great deals on tours, attractions, and lodgings during these times.


Low Season


June-August is Aotearoa’s winter and is the coldest and generally wettest time of the year for the northern and central parts of the country; it tends to rain more in the south during summer. North Island temperatures are 4-16°C (39-61°F), with an average monthly rainfall of 114-180 mm (4.5-7 in). South Island gets 52-74 mm (2-2.9 in) of rain a month and has a temperature range of 1-12°C (34-54°F). Visiting during this time is best avoided, unless you’re into winter sports. There are world-class ski hills around Ruapehu on North Island and throughout the Southern Alps/Kā Tiritiri o te Moana. Parts of the country, especially small hubs and coastal regions, go into hibernation, and many attractions and services have limited hours (some even close), while hotels in winter sports hot spots such as Queenstown may charge high rates.
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paragliding over Queenstown and Lake Wakatipu





Passports and Visas


Aotearoa New Zealand has a visitor visa waiver agreement with multiple nations, including the United States, Canada, Great Britain, and Australia. However, as of 2019, all travelers from waiver countries, excluding Australia, must request a New Zealand electronic Travel Authority, or NZeTA. It’s quickest via the free app; otherwise, fill out an online form at New Zealand Immigration (www.nzeta.immigration.govt.nz [URL inactive]). Applications through the app cost $17, and through the website $23. Allow 72 hours for the request to be processed. South Africans need a visitor visa before arrival; apply through a local agent or directly with New Zealand Immigration (www.immigration.govt.nz; $246 including the IVL—see below). Passports are required and must be valid for at least three months. Visitors must have an onward ticket and funds equivalent to $1,000 per month of stay, or $400 per month if accommodations are already paid. Visitors from waiver countries may stay for three months, except UK passport holders, who can visit for six months. A reciprocal arrangement with Australia means citizens and permanent residents of each country may remain indefinitely in the other. All visitors, aside from Australian and some Pacific Island passport holders or permanent residents, must pay a one-off International Visitor Conservation and Tourism Levy (IVL) of $35 for sustainable tourism and conservation projects.


What to Pack


A sense of adventure aside, a decent pair of walking shoes, a rain jacket, and a cap or sun hat are musts. Cold snaps can occur even during summer, so pack some layers too. Most visitors will require an adapter, and possibly a converter—the electricity runs at 230-240 volts, 50 hertz, with angled 2- or 3-pin plugs, the same as Australia and some Asian countries.



Planning Ahead



Aotearoa attracts close to its population in yearly visitors, so attractions and accommodations can fill fast, especially during high season (Dec.-Feb.). Popular Great Walks sometimes book out a year in advance. Hobbiton is another standout example of an attraction that sells out fast. Err on the side of caution and book attractions, accommodations, and transport (including rental vehicles) as soon as you are able if arriving in summer (or winter for snow sports destinations). Booking ahead will mean you’re more likely to secure deals.


Transportation


The only way to reach New Zealand is to fly here. Air New Zealand is the national carrier, and most visitors fly into Auckland International Airport, with Christchurch Airport receiving international flights from Australia, Asia, and Fiji; Wellington Airport receiving flights from Australia and Fiji; and Queenstown Airport connecting with Australia.


Though Aotearoa is a relatively small nation, many of its sights are spread out and isolated. Domestic flights and an excellent nationwide bus service offer a means to reach the main cities and attractions, but rail service is limited. Your best option is to rent a car or a camper van—you won’t regret it. This country was designed for road trips. Otherwise, you’ll need a shuttle bus to visit more remote sights—which is both inconvenient and expensive. Within cities and large towns, bus and train services are usually excellent—with centers also generally easily navigated on foot or by bike. The ferry between North and South Islands is extortionate for drivers—it may be cheaper to book separate vehicle rentals for each island and book a foot passenger ferry ticket, or flight, across.



[image: image]



BEST OF New Zealand in Two Weeks


Even with two weeks, it is a challenge to see all the highlights of New Zealand’s two main islands. The country is replete with beautiful sights and memorable experiences, but they are often remote or spread out, and trying to take them all in can mean a lot of driving. Consider renting a car or camper van to tour the country; holiday parks and campgrounds are cheap and plentiful, and this means less checking into and out of hotels, less packing and repacking.


Travelers who prefer a slower pace and more time in each place should consider focusing on just one of the main islands and making the most of the extra time. Most visitors will fly into Auckland and begin their journey there. It’s also possible to cover greater distance in less time by taking domestic flights from Auckland to Wellington, or from Wellington to destinations on South Island.



NORTH ISLAND



Auckland


Day 1


After flying into Auckland, recover from the long flight with a walk along Queen Street, the city’s main artery, stopping at Aotea Square to admire its carved waharoa (ceremonial gateway). Grab an energizing brew and house-baked good from one of the city’s amazing coffee shops before getting the ultimate adrenaline shot at the Sky Tower, where you can just enjoy the view or try the Sky Walk or Sky Jump, if you dare. Head to The Domain, Auckland’s first park, where you can explore the excellent collection of Māori artifacts at the Auckland War Memorial Museum before relaxing at the café in the beautiful Wintergardens. In the evening, if you’re still going strong, check out the nightlife scene on vibrant K’ Road.
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Auckland’s Aotea Square





Day 2


Begin the day exploring Auckland’s gorgeous waterfront Viaduct Harbour and the adjacent Wynyard Quarter to get a better understanding of the city’s nickname, the “City of Sails.” From the landmark Ferry Building, catch a boat over to Waiheke Island, one of the Hauraki Gulf Islands, for a half-day tour of the vineyards before heading back into town. Grab a drink and a snack from one of the many trendy eateries in the Waitematā Railway Station before heading for Mount Eden/Maungawhau, Auckland’s friendly local volcano, to view the sunset. Enjoy an upscale meal at one of the neighborhood’s lovely restaurants for dinner. Finish the evening with cocktails in Ponsonby, Auckland’s most fashionable suburb.


Hamilton Gardens and Waitomo Caves


Day 3


In your rental car or RV, it’s a couple of hours’ drive south to Hamilton, the hub of the Waikato region, where you’ll be stopping to see the world-famous Hamilton Gardens. Keep heading south another hour to the Waitomo Caves, a mind-blowing underground wonderland beneath the lush rolling farmlands of Waikato. The caves are adorned with glowworms and offer other adventures like rappelling or rafting.
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glowworms in Waitomo Cave





Rotorua


Day 4


Two hours east of Waitomo, Rotorua literally fizzes thanks to volcanic activity, resulting in bubbling mud, steaming springs, and erupting geysers. Visit Wai-O-Tapu to experience the geothermal heartland, then soak in the waters of the Polynesian Spa. When you’re done exploring the volcanic wonders, check out a Māori cultural show at the Whakarewarewa—The Living Māori Village and feast on a hāngī of traditional Māori cooking.




Kia Ora: Meeting Māori


The Indigenous people of Aotearoa are Māori (New Zealanders of European descent are called Pākehā; “Kiwis” may be used to describe both Māori and Pākehā), and their language is te reo. Known as tāngata whenua, the “people of the land,” Māori number around 892,200, or 17.4 percent of the Kiwi population; Pākehā account for around 70 percent. Demonstrating the importance and ubiquity of Māori culture throughout Aotearoa, there are designated TV and radio stations where only te reo is spoken, and most presenters, hosts, and news anchors, whether Māori or Pākehā, on all channels, will open and close their shows with te reo greetings, as will many politicians during a public address. Kiwis will also incorporate the occasional te reo into everyday conversation, for example, mōrena (good morning).


Indigenous traditions and customs are known as tikanga, from the te reo word tika, meaning “truth,” “correctness,” or “fairness.” Among the most important is manaakitanga, which concerns hospitality and kindness—a philosophy adopted by the entire Kiwi community. Another tikanga widely embraced by Pākehā is kaitiakitanga, which roughly translates as “guardianship” and dictates that everyone must do all they can to care for the land. With this in mind, visitors are asked to take the Tiaki Promise (www.tiakinewzealand.com), a symbolic commitment to treat people and the environment with aroha (love, compassion), to drive with care, and to be well-prepared when venturing into the backcountry.


Māori sculptures and carvings are prevalent in public spaces throughout Aotearoa, as are Indigenous workshops and studios. Traditional tattoos (tā moko) are common and of such significance to Māori that they are classed as taonga (a treasure) and considered tapu (sacred). The skin art, sometimes worn on the face, was historically used to signify social standing or tell of family history. Marae (meeting places) are easily spotted thanks to their carved entrances and buildings with angled (predominantly red) roofs. The complexes are dotted around the country but are most common in the northern half of North Island, where Māoritanga (Māori culture) is arguably richest.


A trip to Aotearoa would be incomplete without learning as much as you can about Māoritanga. Here are some of the best places to do it:


• The Auckland War Memorial Museum has the world’s largest collection of Māori artifacts, including weaponry and carvings.


• Don’t miss the Bay of Islands’ Waitangi Treaty Grounds, where Māori chiefs and the British Crown signed the Treaty of Waitangi, the still controversial founding document of modern New Zealand, in 1840.


• The intricately carved ancestral house Mataatua Wharenui in Whakatāne marks one of the first Polynesian landing points.


• Rotorua is a lakeside city steeped in Māoritanga. Choose from cultural attractions such as Te Puia or Te Pā Tū, where you can witness performances, including the legendary haka dance, and sample a hāngī—a traditional meal cooked in the earth.


• For something more contemporary, check out the Mine Bay Māori Rock Carvings at Mine Bay on Lake Taupō. These fantastic artworks rise 14 m (46 ft) above the water and were chiseled by a master carver in the 1970s. They are only viewable by boat.






Day 5



South of the city center, The Redwoods tower over the rest of the Whakarewarewa State Forest; get on the canopy level on the Redwoods Treewalk. From here, keep heading south to Lake Tarawera and the Tarawera Trail, a 15-km (9-mi) hike to Hot Water Beach, where a hot spring flows through the cooler lake waters.


Tongariro National Park


Day 6


Less than 2.5 hours southwest of Rotorua awaits the Tongariro Alpine Crossing. One of the world’s great day hikes, the spectacular route winds past three active volcanoes, including The Lord of the Rings’ “Mount Doom,” officially known as Mount Ngāuruhoe. If hiking is not your thing, head to Lake Taupō instead, on the way to Tongariro from Rotorua, where an extraordinary Māori artwork sits carved into the sheer rock above Mine Bay.


Wellington


Day 7


From Tongariro, it’s a 5-hour drive to Wellington, but you can stop en route at Kāpiti Island, a DoC-maintained nature reserve. Arriving at the capital in the late afternoon, take the famous Wellington Cable Car up to enjoy a view of the city and harbor before heading to the nearby Wellington Botanic Garden, through which you can walk back down to town to hit the craft beer joints of the Cuba Quarter and Courtenay Place.


Day 8


It would be easy to spend a whole day at the extraordinary Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, but keep it to the morning; that way you can grab lunch and eat it watching the lovely Wellington Harbour. Hike up to Mount Victoria for a spectacular sunset view before getting a taste of the capital’s excellent restaurant scene for dinner.




Aotearoa New Zealand’s Great Walks


Great Walks (www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/walking-and-tramping/great-walks) are New Zealand’s premier self-guided multiday trails, traversing some of the country’s most dramatic scenery. Embarking on a Great Walk is one of the most memorable experiences you can have in Aotearoa.


WHEN TO GO


Great Walks range 2-6 days, with 4-8 hours of trekking per day. Some walks can be completed year-round; however, walks through alpine environments—such as the Kepler and Milford Tracks—become impassible May-September due to adverse weather conditions and avalanche risk. Bookings usually open in June, and it’s advisable to reserve places as soon as possible—places are limited, and beds on the most popular walks, like the Milford Track, are snapped up immediately. Book through the Department of Conservation (DoC; www.doc.govt.nz).


HUTS, CAMPING, AND WHAT TO PACK


Accommodations are usually in backcountry huts (adults $32-110 per night, children $15-55) or basic campsites (adults $14-32, children $12-16) and must be booked in advance through the DoC. Huts have bunks with mattresses, a water supply, a wood burner, and toilets. Some huts are also equipped with solar lighting and cook tops, and may have a DoC warden present. You’ll need to pack a temperature-appropriate sleeping bag and clothing, safety and navigation equipment, and eating supplies and your own food, among other things; the DoC website has a comprehensive list.


TOURS AND TRANSPORTATION


Some of the treks, such as the Abel Tasman or Milford, may require a water taxi to reach the trailhead, while the Whanganui Journey takes place almost entirely on water, in a canoe or kayak. If you want to pack a bit lighter, a handful of operators offer guided tours along a selection of the Great Walks. Guests stay in high-end private lodgings that have private rooms with bedding, hot showers, and meals included—greatly reducing the amount of supplies to carry. Prices vary considerably depending on the length of the walk and its popularity, beginning around $1,500 per trek.


CHOOSING YOUR WALK


There are 10 official New Zealand Great Walks, with an 11th, the existing Hump Ridge Track in Southland, due to be designated a Great Walk in 2024. From north to south, they are:
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With More Time



If you have more time to devote to North Island, give an extra day or so to each of the main cities, Auckland and Wellington; this will allow you to slow down and soak up more of the local culture. Another day in gorgeous Tongariro National Park wouldn’t hurt either. To the north, you could spend a day or two dolphin-watching in the Bay of Islands and visiting the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, a must for those interested in Aotearoa’s complicated history. There’s also the island’s lovely east coast: You could spend a couple of days road-tripping the Coromandel Peninsula, or a weekend in the wine region of Hawke’s Bay, with its art deco hub Napier.
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Emerald Lakes, Tongariro National Park







The Great Rides


New Zealand’s iconic Great Rides are a nationwide network of predominantly off-road cycle trails. Collectively called The New Zealand Cycle Trail (www.nzcycletrail.com), or Ngā Haerenga (The Journeys), the more than 20 tracks total more than 2,500 km (1,550 mi), with more seemingly always in development. They often follow old logging tracks, mining routes, or disused railway lines that occasionally pass over viaducts and through pitch-black tunnels (bring a flashlight). There are grades for all levels of riders, and though all trails are multiday, many have easily accessible sections that may be tackled over a few hours for visitors short on time. Here are a few favorites.
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The National Parks


New Zealand has 13 glorious national parks (formerly 14; Te Urewera was disestablished and given to the care of local Māori in 2014). Altogether, the parks make up more than 30,000 sq km (almost 12,000 sq mi) of protected lands, each park boasting something unique.


NORTH ISLAND


• For mysterious misty forests and Māori culture: Recognized as a legal entity in 2014, the ancient trees of Te Urewera have a mystical aura.


• For dramatic volcanoes: Tongariro National Park boasts three volcanic cones, including Mount Ngāuruhoe, which served as Mount Doom in The Lord of the Rings films.


• For kayaking and remote bushlands: The Whanganui River, one of the country’s longest, is the star in Whanganui National Park, where you may paddle and walk to the Bridge to Nowhere, built to access a tiny rural community that was abandoned by the time the bridge was finished.


• For a satisfying summit: In Egmont National Park, Mount Taranaki has one of New Zealand’s most reachable mountaintops. You’ll want a beer and a big meal afterward.


SOUTH ISLAND


• For golden beaches and all-year sun: Abel Tasman National Park sits in one of the sunniest parts of the country, where forests drop into blue seas.


• For impossibly clear lakes: Among the bodies of water in Nelson Lakes National Park is Blue Lake, the clearest in the world, with a visibility of up to 90 m (300 ft).


• For long hikes, arches, and caves: Kahurangi National Park is home to the Heaphy Track, the country’s longest Great Walk, and a landscape of unique rock formations and gorges.


• For intriguing geology and tropical forest: Paparoa National Park is best known for Pancake Rocks, where thin layers of stone pile on top of one another.


• For scenic drives: The famous TranzAlpine train route goes through Arthur’s Pass National Park for a reason: It’s the perfect place for a breathtaking journey.


• For sky-high mountains: Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park’s namesake mountain is the highest in Aotearoa.


• For a glimpse of a glacier: In Westland Tai Poutini National Park you can get a glimpse of the famous Fox or Franz Josef glaciers.


• For remote lakes and walking tracks: Mount Aspiring/Tititea National Park offers some of Aotearoa’s best, less-trodden hiking trails.


• For stunning fjords: The main attraction of Fiordland National Park is the famous (if wrongly named) Milford Sound/Piopiotahi.


• For the island life and kiwi spotting: Rakiura National Park takes up 85 percent of Stewart Island/Rakiura, the southernmost major island of New Zealand.






SOUTH ISLAND



Marlborough Sounds


Day 9


Take the ferry from Wellington to Picton, or fly from Auckland to Marlborough, and start the morning with a coffee in the pretty seaside town, then take a walk or bike ride along some of the coastal Queen Charlotte Track to marvel at the Marlborough Sounds. As you head back, watch for dolphins. Be sure to try some of the region’s green-lipped mussels at one of the restaurants in town or in nearby Havelock.
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green-lipped mussels





Day 10


Start your morning with a kayak to soak in more of the gorgeous sounds before heading 30 minutes south to the beautiful Marlborough Wine Region. Spend the day sampling farm-to-table cuisine and cycling from vineyard to vineyard for wine-tastings.


Kaikōura and Christchurch


Day 11


Stop in Kaikōura, a 2-hour drive south of Picton, on the way to Christchurch for whale-watching, a New Zealand must-do. Two and a half hours farther south, Christchurch remains on the mend following two major earthquakes. It’s still a cultural paradise, with wonderful museums, art galleries, and the Christchurch Botanic Gardens.


Takapō/Tekapo and Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park


Day 12


Base yourself in the idyllic lakeside town of Takapō/Tekapo, a 3-hour drive through the beautiful scenery of Canterbury, as a launching point to the national park and New Zealand’s tallest peak, Aoraki/Mount Cook. Hike up Mount John/Ōtehīwai to take in impossibly blue Lake Takapō, and come evening, enjoy some of the clearest night skies in the world on a tour with the Dark Sky Project.


Day 13


The hour-long drive into Mount Cook Village from Takapō/Tekapo alongside Lake Pukaki is mesmerizing, with Aoraki rarely out of view. Explore some of Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park on foot via several short hikes, before taking a tour with Glacier Explorers or flightseeing over the Franz Josef Glacier/Kā Roimata ō Hine Hukatere or Fox Glacier/Te Moeka o Tūawe.




Explore Middle-earth


Tolkien aficionados might consider dedicating a few days to explore New Zealand’s numerous Middle-earth attractions. Most of the more accessible (and obvious) ones are clustered around the center of North Island.


If you’d rather leave the planning to others, Great Sights (www.greatsights.co.nz) offers a range of Middle-earth tours across both islands. Red Carpet Tours (www.redcarpet-tours.com) operates 6- to 14-day nationwide movie tours, including kayaking and cruises.


• Hobbiton: The rolling green meadows of Waikato served as the Shire backdrop for The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings movies. You can explore the original movie set by guided tour at Hobbiton, not far from Hamilton. The tour ends with a cup of specially brewed cider at the Green Dragon.


• Mount Doom: In Tongariro National Park stands Mount Ngāuruhoe—otherwise known as “Mount Doom.” It’s easily viewable from the roads around the park; better still, hike past it along the Tongariro Alpine Crossing, a 6-8-hour hike that winds right under the peak.


• Wētā Cave and Workshop: Wellington is filled with Tolkien goodies. Flying into Wellington Airport, you’ll be greeted by Gollum as he catches a fish, along with an array of enormous movie props. The woods around Mount Victoria are where the hobbits ran from the Ringwraiths. Fans should not miss a visit to Wētā Cave and Workshop, where most of the special effects used in the films were created.


• The One Ring to Rule Them All: In Nelson, visit the jeweler Jens Hansen, where the One Ring was made. (There were actually 40 rings made for the film, not just one.) Original rings are on display and replicas are available for sale.






Queenstown



Day 14


Three hours to the south, there’s enough fun in Queenstown to spend the entire two weeks here. The top of your list should be bungee jumping, or jet-boating the Shotover River. Afterward, ride the gondola to Bob’s Peak for views of Queenstown, Lake Wakatipu, and the Remarkables mountain range—it’s one of Aotearoa’s most memorable vistas.
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the AJ Hackett bungee jump from the historic Kawarau Gorge Bridge near Queenstown





Day 15


Take an hour’s drive north to Wānaka, where you can take a photo of That Wānaka Tree, take on some of the hikes around the town, which is a gateway to Mount Aspiring/Tititea National Park, and enjoy the town’s small but respectable craft beer scene. On the way back south, stop in Arrowtown, a former mining town where you can learn about the complicated history of Chinese immigration to New Zealand, before getting a taste of Queenstown’s legendary nightlife.


Fiordland and Southland


Day 16


On your last day in Queenstown, splurge on a flightseeing experience to Milford Sound/Piopiotahi; the drive is long, and flying enables you to save some time and enjoy incredible views of Fiordland National Park from the air. Many tour providers offer full-day packages including hiking, cruises, and snow landings.
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Milford Sound





With More Time


More time would allow you to enjoy Nelson and Abel Tasman National Park, with its excellent Great Walk, the Coast Track, west of Marlborough Sounds. Both deserve 2-3 days. There’s also the remote West Coast, accessible by the spectacular TranzAlpine train from Christchurch, and Fiordland and the rest of Southland, which require more time to reach but reward with routes less traveled. In eastern Otago, the city of Dunedin and town of Ōamaru both deserve at least a day, boasting Victorian architecture and the chance to see unique wildlife, including endemic penguins.





North Island



Auckland


Northland


Waikato, Bay of Plenty, and the Coromandel


Rotorua and the Volcanic Heartland


East Cape and Hawke’s Bay


Taranaki and Whanganui


Wellington
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Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Sky Tower: The southern hemisphere’s tallest human-made structure boasts the best views—as well as the highest dining and base-jumping by wire—in town (click here).


S The Domain: Home to the Auckland War Memorial Museum, the world’s largest collection of Māori and Pacific artifacts, The Domain is a sprawling city park (click here).
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S Mount Eden/Maungawhau: Auckland/Tāmaki Makaurau offers myriad opportunities to climb up the side of a volcano for a killer view, but this peak south of the Central Business District takes the cake (click here).


S Sailing: Venture offshore to see why Auckland is known as the “City of Sails” (click here).


S Waiheke Island: The jewel of the sparkling Hauraki Gulf is a former bohemian haven where some of New Zealand’s finest wines are made (click here).


S Tiritiri Matangi Island: Stay overnight for the kiwi on this pest-free island paradise, home to some of the world’s rarest birds (click here).





For most visitors to Aotearoa New Zealand, Auckland—known as Tāmaki Makaurau in te reo Māori—will be the first stop.


But too many give the city only a cursory visit, taking in central attractions like the Sky Tower, museums and art galleries, and the majestic Mount Eden/Maungawhau volcano. Rushing means missing the funky suburban streets, where fine-dining eateries share space with craft breweries; the wild West Coast of the Waitākere Ranges, where native rain forest gives way to black-sand beaches; and the Hauraki Gulf Islands, home to world-class wineries and sanctuaries for endangered endemic species.
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Auckland/Tāmaki Makaurau boasts all of the trappings of a major city while overlooking a stunning harbor hemmed in by verdant volcanic scenery. This isthmus city, standing stubbornly between the might of the Tasman Sea on the west and the Pacific Ocean to the east, is commonly referred to as the “City of Sails” thanks to its residents’ love of those seas. Nowhere else in New Zealand will you find such a colorful and cosmopolitan urban landscape, or a marine reserve—think an oceanic national park—quite like Auckland’s Hauraki Gulf.


ORIENTATION


Sprawling Auckland spans some 200 suburban areas that expand outward from the Central Business District, including inner-city suburbs that border the CBD like Ponsonby and Parnell. The CBD spills into the shimmering Waitematā Harbour and the massive Rangitoto volcano, forming one of the many Hauraki Gulf Islands, rising from the sea to the east, while the iconic coat hanger-shaped Harbour Bridge protrudes just west of downtown. Farther west are the untamed native forests of the Waitākere Ranges and black-sand beaches of Auckland’s “Wild West.”


Auckland Airport is 15 km (9 mi) south of the center, near the suburb of Mangere. Sea Life Kelly Tarlton’s Aquarium is on the eastern outskirts in the suburb of Orakei, 6 km (4 mi) along Tamaki Drive from downtown.


Central Business District (CBD)


Aotearoa’s largest CBD is easily explored on foot. Queen Street is the main artery of the city center, running north to south. Its northern end finishes almost at the water’s edge, near the Ferry Building, a memorable landmark and departure point for ferries to the North Shore and Hauraki Gulf. Adjacent oceanside spots Viaduct Harbour (www.viaduct.co.nz) and Wynyard Quarter (www.wynyard-quarter.co.nz), together known as the Waterfront, sit immediately west of Queen Street, along Quay Street, where you’ll find the New Zealand Maritime Museum/Hui Te Ananui A Tangaroa; Waitematā Railway Station, formerly known as Britomart Transport Centre, is directly to the east. All these downtown areas host fine eateries and bustling bars.
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Auckland CBD





Five minutes south of the waterfront, on Victoria Street West, just off Queen Street, looms the city’s iconic focal point, the Sky Tower. A few blocks east sit Aotea Square/Aotea—Te Papa Tū Wātea and the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki. The southern end of Queen Street reaches Karangahape Road, known as K’ Road (www.kroad.com), which runs to the top of the fashionable suburb of Ponsonby. K’ Road, once an ancient Māori thoroughfare, now teems with galleries, tattoo parlors, thrift stores, and international eateries.


Parnell and Newmarket


Sophisticated Parnell (www.parnell.net.nz) mirrors Ponsonby immediately east of the city center, and is one of the main gateways to Pukekawa/Auckland Domain, the huge park that houses the Auckland War Memorial Museum. Parnell is the city’s oldest suburb, marked by historic architecture like St. Mary’s Church, Kinder House, and Ewelme Cottage, all off Parnell’s main route, Parnell Road.


Adjacent Newmarket (www.newmarket.co.nz) bills itself as the shopping and fashion capital of New Zealand. Parnell Road runs right into its heart, becoming Broadway.


Ponsonby and Western Springs


West of the CBD, Ponsonby (www.iloveponsonby.com) is Auckland/Tāmaki Makaurau’s most fashionable hub, where a delectable daylight café culture morphs into a gaggle of vibrant bars come nightfall. Ponsonby’s main strip, Ponsonby Road, is ever-evolving, lined with some of the nation’s best eating and drinking venues, as well as some of its trendiest boutiques. Toward the K’ Road end sits Western Park, a green space displaying a local artist’s sculptures.


Slightly farther west, Western Springs and its eponymous Western Springs Park house Auckland Zoo and the Museum of Transport and Technology.


Mount Eden/Maungawhau and One Tree Hill


South of the center, the quaint suburb of Mount Eden/Maungawhau (www.mounteden.co.nz) rests in the shadow of its eponymous volcano—Tāmaki Makaurau’s largest mainland cone. South of that, another volcano, Maungakiekie/One Tree Hill, rises from Cornwall Park (www.cornwallpark.co.nz), a gorgeous urban green space that’s roamed by livestock. Around the main artery of Mount Eden Road, beautifully presented bars and eateries enhance the city village vibe.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Spend a couple of days in Auckland/Tāmaki Makaurau acclimatizing and taking in the central attractions of the Sky Tower and waterfront while visiting an array of exquisite eateries and bohemian bars. Don’t be afraid to leave the CBD to explore the pretty inner-city suburbs like Ponsonby, Parnell, or Mount Eden/Maungawhau, which have lovely accommodations as well as many of the best bars and restaurants. The central suburbs and CBD are all easy to explore on foot or bike and are all well connected to each other by trains and buses. Transport options are less available the farther away from the center you venture, and to reach the Waitākere Ranges, you need your own vehicle, or to book a tour. For a day trip, visiting an island of the Hauraki Gulf is a must.
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Itinerary Ideas



THREE DAYS IN TĀMAKI MAKAURAU


Day 1: Auckland Domain and the CBD


1 Begin the day with breakfast at the picturesque café in the Wintergardens in Auckland/Tāmaki Makaurau Domain before wandering through the idyllic greenhouses.


2 Take a quick stroll through the park to the Auckland War Memorial Museum, home to the world’s biggest collection of Māori and Pacific artifacts.


3 It’s a pleasant 40-minute walk to the Viaduct Harbour, with opportunities to take in more of The Domain, Albert Park, and Aotea Square/Aotea—Te Papa Tū Wātea en route. Alternatively, take the InnerLink bus from Parnell to Britomart (15 minutes; adults $1, children $0.50), and from there it’s just a few minutes’ walk to the harbor.


4 Be sure to snag a table overlooking the harbor for lunch at Dr Rudi’s; the burgers here are good.


5 Get out on the water for the afternoon on Explore’s America’s Cup Sailing Experience, where it’s all hands on deck for an authentic racing crew experience.


6 Close the day in Ponsonby with its endless choice of bars, clubs, and eateries. The Ponsonby Central complex is a good place to start; it’s just a few minutes from downtown on the InnerLink bus (15 minutes; adults $1, children $0.50).


Day 2: Day Trip to Waiheke Island


1 Start with a wholesome breakfast at Federal Delicatessen in the Central Business District.


2 Make the 15-minute walk to the Ferry Building, where you’ll embark on the 35-minute ride to Waiheke Island, known as the Tuscany of the Hauraki Gulf.


3 Opt for the half-day Waiheke Wine and Dine Tour to take in Waiheke Island highlights like wineries and a brewery with complimentary tastings and a light lunch. The tour includes round-trip ferry tickets.


4 Back on the mainland, head to Sky Tower for spectacular views and a sunset cocktail at the sky-high Sugar Club.


5 Continue the evening with a seafood dinner at Soul Bar & Bistro overlooking the Viaduct.


6 Finish off the night with a tailor-made cocktail at the moody, New York lounge-inspired Caretaker.


Day 3: Waitākere Ranges


1 Get up early to catch a sunrise from Mount Eden/Maungawhau.


2 Head to the delightful deli heaven that’s Parnell Markets at Buono Parnell for breakfast, and consider grabbing some bread and cheese for a picnic lunch.


3 Rent a car or book a tour with Kiko Guided Tours to the Waitākere Ranges, Auckland’s “Wild West,” only 40 minutes from the city center. Be sure to take the 45-minute round-trip hike to the Kitekite Falls, a multitiered waterfall not far from Piha Beach.


4 Head to Piha Beach after your hike to see Lion Rock, a big cat-shaped outcrop offering mesmerizing views of the coast.


5 Head back to the city to round off your stay at one of its most exclusive eateries, Sid at The French Café.


Sights


CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT


Aotea Square/Aotea—Te Papa Tū Wātea


Queen St., opposite Wakefield St.


Aotea Square/Aotea—Te Papa Tū Wātea hosts a variety of festivals, concerts, international celebrations, and the occasional protest. The public plaza is a fine space to relax under the glorious Auckland sun, or try your best to remain upright on its winter ice rink. An intriguing waharoa (gateway) marks a symbolic entrance to the square; the carving stands 7 m (23 ft) tall and reflects Pacific iconography such as the gods of the sun, sea, and forest, complemented by more contemporary symbols for nuclear disarmament.


[image: image]


Overlooking the square, performances take place at the Aotea Centre/Aotea Te Pokapū (50 Mayoral Dr.; 09/309-2677; www.aucklandlive.co.nz; prices vary) and Auckland Town Hall/Hōro ā-Tāone o Tāmaki Makaurau (305 Queen St.; 09/309-2677; www.aucklandlive.co.nz; prices vary).


At the northern end of Queen Street, just before the Ferry Building, look for Te Komititanga Square. The pedestrianized plaza outside Commercial Bay (7 Queen St.; www.commercialbay.co.nz), Auckland’s newest retail, hospitality, and commercial precinct, is another cool place to kick back with a coffee or a cola.


Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki


Kitchener St. and Wellesley St.; 09/379-1349; www.aucklandartgallery.com; 10am-5pm daily; free


Aotearoa’s oldest and largest art gallery, Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki opened in 1888. The four-tiered space sports an entrance marked by stunning canopies of kauri wood. Inside, the historic collection spans 1,000 years and includes an ancient Hindu figure, paintings documenting the first meetings of Māori and Europeans, and contemporary art; Pacific and New Zealand works dominate. Free guided tours (11:30am and 1:30pm daily) are offered.



S Sky Tower



GOOGLE MAP


Victoria St. and Federal St.; 0800/759-2489 or 09/363-6000; www.skycityauckland.co.nz; 9:30am-6pm, last entry 5:30pm Mon.-Tues., 9:30am-8pm, last entry 7:30pm Wed.-Sun.; adults $40, $32 online, children $20, $18 online, family from $80, under age 5 free


The Sky Tower is the southern hemisphere’s tallest manufactured structure. Some say it resembles a hypodermic needle, and it sure injects a shot of character into the Auckland skyline. To appreciate the Sky Tower in all its architectural glory, it’s best viewed at night, when ethereal light beams creep up its concrete column.


The city’s easiest building to spot rises 328 m (1,076 ft) from Sky City, a sprawling corporate complex of attractions like bars, eateries, hotels, a theater, and a casino. Three space-age elevators transport visitors to observation levels in a mere 40 seconds, keeping passengers informed of their altitude along the way. At the observation deck, glass fronts afford stunning 360-degree views of the city: Mount Eden/Maungawhau to the south and Mount Victoria to the north; the forested hills of the westward Waitākere Ranges; and the turquoise waters of Waitematā Harbour and the Hauraki Gulf to the north and east. Glass floor panels offer a stomach-churning glimpse of the city streets beneath your feet.




Central Stroll


This 3.5 km (2.2 mi) walk passes the city’s bohemian district of K’ Road, a restful urban park, and cultural attractions like the Town Hall and art gallery, and finishes at Tāmaki Makaurau’s famed waterfront. Allow an hour or more with stops.


• Head to the back of St. Kevin’s Arcade on K’ Road for a Narnia-esque descent into Myers Park beyond, and from here follow the signs north for Aotea Square/Aotea—Te Papa Tū Wātea.


• You’ll pass by the Basement Theatre and Town Hall before reaching the public plaza, from where you’ll link up with Queen Street.


• Head north, downhill, until you reach the art deco architecture of the Civic Theatre.


• Turn right onto Wellesley Street East, where you’ll discover Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki on the corner of Kitchener Street.


• Behind the gallery, exit Albert Park onto Courthouse Lane, which becomes O’Connell Street, where you can browse the pre-loved tomes of Jason Books.


• Take a left onto Shortland Street, then the first right for the funky Fort Lane, which terminates in the fashionable Britomart for refreshments.


• Once you reach the waterfront, take a left to pass the Ferry Building and reach the Maritime Museum in the Viaduct.





Take advantage of the views without paying the admission cost by booking a table at the Sugar Club (Level 53; 09/363-6365; restaurant 5pm-10pm Tues.-Sat.; bar 4pm-close Tues.-Sat; from $95), a high-altitude cocktail bar and restaurant. The rotating Orbit Restaurant (Level 52; 09/363-6000; lunch 11:30am-2pm Sun., from $69; dinner 5pm-9pm daily, from $95) also offers meals with a view.


Adrenaline-fueled activities include the Sky Walk (09/368-1835; www.skyjump.co.nz; adults $160, children $130) and the Sky Jump (09/368-1835; www.skyjump.co.nz; adults $235, children $185, both activities $315), which enable guests to circumnavigate or leap from the tower’s top. The SkySlide (Main Observation Deck; www.skycityauckland.co.nz; from 10am daily; $15 plus admission ticket, $45 with admission online) is a thrilling virtual reality 360-degree tour of the city skyline.


Back down at ground level (almost) in the Sky City complex, the All Blacks Experience (Level 4, 88 Federal St.; www.skycityauckland.co.nz; 9:30am-5:30pm daily; adults $50, children $30, under age 5 free, family from $90; Sky Tower Combo adults $72, children $40, under age 5 free, family $168) offers a state-of-the-art interactive show that highlights the nation’s favorite sport of rugby union—and its most iconic team, the All Blacks. Allow 90 minutes, including a 45-minute guided tour (first tour 10am daily, last tour 4pm daily).


Wētā Workshop Unleashed (Level 5, 88 Federal St.; www.skycityauckland.co.nz; 10am-6pm daily; adults $50, children $26, under age 5 free, family from $99; Sky Tower Combo adults $76, children $40, under age 5 free, family $175) is an award-winning experience from the iconic Wellington-based Oscar-winning special effects workshop behind the likes of The Lord of the Rings trilogy. The 90-minute interactive guided tour explores the film concepts of horror, fantasy, and sci-fi.


Ferry Building


99 Quay St.


The stoic brick and sandstone Ferry Building oozes a colonial air sure to attract your camera’s lens. Since 1912 this majestic Edwardian landmark has marked the quite literal end to Queen Street. Its collection of piers serves as a launchpad for whale-watching, jet boats, and ferry rides to the Hauraki Gulf.


New Zealand Maritime Museum/Hui Te Ananui A Tangaroa


Quay St. and Hobson St., Viaduct Harbour; 09/373-0800; www.maritimemuseum.co.nz; 10am-5pm daily; adults $20, seniors and students $17, children $10, family $40


Visit the New Zealand Maritime Museum for stories of Aotearoa’s proud seafaring heritage. From the arrival of the ancient Polynesians to the early European settlers and the modern-day America’s Cup, Kiwis and the sea go together like fish-and-chips. The museum is a cinch to spot thanks to the giant KZ1, New Zealand’s legendary 1988 America’s Cup yacht, suspended outside. Inside, it’s all hands on deck: Visitors are able to design a yacht, hoist some sails, and test out their sea legs in the rocking steerage cabin of a Victorian ship. Free guided tours (10:30am Thurs.-Sun.) last 1 hour, and various paid sailings are offered on a handful of historic ships such as the SS Puke, Aotearoa’s oldest operating steam-powered tug (times and prices vary; check online).


The nearby Viaduct Harbour comprises a collection of quays occupied by sparkling yachts, developed in the late 1990s to serve as the hub of New Zealand’s hosting of the America’s Cup—and again in 2021.


PARNELL AND NEWMARKET


Among Parnell’s white timber constructions sits an array of beautifully preserved heritage buildings befitting its “city village” moniker, where it’s easy to forget a bustling CBD hums almost next door. But it wasn’t always this way. By the mid-20th century, Parnell had fallen into such disrepair it was earmarked for major redevelopment. Much-loved local character Les Harvey, a wealthy though humble (he turned down a knighthood) property developer, bought several old buildings during the 1970s and set about restoring them. His reimaginations attracted similarly sentimental proprietors hell-bent on preservation, leading to the creation of Parnell Village. In 2014, a bronze statue was unveiled in Harvey’s honor beside Payne Tailors (333 Parnell Rd.).
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S The Domain



Domain Dr., entrance off Park Rd., Grafton


The Domain was the city’s first park and sprouts from the fertile soils of one of Auckland’s oldest volcanoes, the 100,000-year-old Pukekawa (Māori for “hill of bitter memories,” in reference to historic intertribal battles). The park sprawls more than 75 ha (185 ac), with multiple access points.



Wintergardens



Auckland Domain; 9am-4:30pm daily Apr.-Oct., 9am-5:30pm Mon.-Sat., 9am-7:30pm Sun. Nov.-Mar.; free


The entrance on Domain Drive runs to the tranquil lair of the Wintergardens, an idyllic Victorian oasis of gardens and greenhouses with fascinating native flora and tropical plants. Outside, friendly ducks float on a sizable pond. Watch the show with ice cream from the adjacent Wintergarden Café (09/354-3360; www.wintergardenpavilion.co.nz; 8am-4pm daily).


Auckland War Memorial Museum


Auckland Domain; 09/309-0443; www.aucklandmuseum.com; 10am-5pm daily; adults $28, children $14, under age 5 free, family $75


Nestled at The Domain’s highest point, the grand Auckland War Memorial Museum riffs on the architecture of ancient Greece and houses the world’s largest collection of Māori and Pacific Island artifacts as well as sobering memorials honoring fallen soldiers of both world wars. Exhibits include fossil displays and a simulated eruption of Rangitoto as viewed from a mock seaside home.


Bookings are essential for the hour-long museum-wide Highlights Tour (09/306-7048; 11am and 1pm daily; adults $20, children $10, under age 5 free) and recommended for the Māori Cultural Performance (11:15am and 1:45pm daily; adults $30, children $15, under age 5 free, family $80), a fine familiarization with Māori traditions culminating in a performance of the legendary haka dance. Prices include museum entry.


Holy Trinity Cathedral and St. Mary’s Church


446 Parnell Rd.; 09/303-9500; www.holy-trinity.org.nz; 10am-3pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-1pm Sat., noon-3pm Sun.; free


Built in the mid-20th century, what Holy Trinity Cathedral lacks in history it makes up for in vim, thanks to its array of stained glass—said to be the most expansive in the southern hemisphere—adorned with religious and Pacific-themed motifs, including an image of a Polynesian Christ.


Holy Trinity may physically overshadow St. Mary’s Church, but aesthetically it can’t compete with its Gothic neighbor, one of the world’s largest wooden churches. The timber theme continues inside, with beams of native kauri along with pews and a pulpit of English oak. The Victorian religious house once resided on the other side of the road, and a collection of photos show its big move across the street in 1982.


Kinder House


2 Ayr St.; 09/379-4008; www.kinder.org.nz [URL inactive]; noon-3pm Wed.-Sun.; donation


The Kinder House was commissioned by legendary Kiwi bishop George Selwyn in 1857. The striking gray stone exterior is Rangitoto’s volcanic rock, all surrounded by original oak, tōtara, and bay trees. Inside the heritage dwelling a gallery exhibits works of 19th-century artist John Kinder, including watercolors and photographs.


Ewelme Cottage


14 Ayr St.; 09/524-5729; www.visitheritage.co.nz; 10:30am-4:30pm Sun.; adults $10, children free


Constructed in 1864 from native kauri wood, Ewelme Cottage is a freeze-frame of Victorian life thanks to seemingly untouched furnishings and everyday items such as knitting needles. Original artworks and thousands of 19th-century books and sheets of music are all encircled by well-preserved colonial gardens.


PONSONBY AND WESTERN SPRINGS


Auckland Zoo


99 Motions Rd., Western Springs; 09/360-3805; www.aucklandzoo.co.nz; 9:30am-5:30pm daily Sept.-Apr., 9:30am-5pm daily May-Aug.; adults $24, seniors $19, children $13, under age 4 free, family from $45


Auckland Zoo houses exotic species such as African lions, orangutans, and Asian elephants alongside homegrown talent like kiwi birds, tuatara, and lesser short-tailed bats. The hundreds of animals on-site are kept in precincts cultivated to mirror their natural habitats, like the Pridelands, the African savanna (viewed from an elevated boardwalk), and the muddy waters of the Elephant Clearing. The nonprofit zoo is renowned for its high standards of animal care and conservation programs.


[image: image]


Museum of Transport and Technology


805 Great North Rd., Western Springs; 09/815-5800; www.motat.nz; 10am-4pm daily; adults $19, seniors and students $10, children $10, under age 5 free, family $45


At the Museum of Transport and Technology (MOTAT), visitors can hitch a ride on a working tram and explore the country’s largest collection of antique land, sea, and air vehicles. An incredible permanent display of World War II airplanes includes one of the last Lancaster bombers in existence.




Heritage Hike


This 2-km (1.2-mi) walk will take around 35 minutes without stops, passing some of Auckland’s oldest architecture and one of its most impressive city parks, home to botanical gardens and the city museum.


• Beginning at the historic Ewelme Cottage (open only Sun.) on Ayr Street in Parnell, head north past Kinder House before taking a right onto Parnell Road.


• You’ll soon pass the imposing Holy Trinity Cathedral, next to which sits the Gothic structure of St. Mary’s Church, one of the world’s largest wooden churches.


• Continuing downhill on Parnell Road, stop to take a snap of the bronze statue of Les Harvey, creator of the city village, before browsing the charming collection of Kiwi arts and crafts in the Fantail House.


• From here, continue north and then take the first left onto Gibraltar Crescent, then right onto Ngahere Terrace, which will lead you into The Domain.


• Make for the botanical wonderland of the Wintergardens before grabbing an ice cream from Wintergarden Café and settling by the lake.


• If you still have the energy, you’re practically on the doorstep of the Auckland War Memorial Museum.





MOUNT EDEN/MAUNGAWHAU AND ONE TREE HILL



S Mount Eden/Maungawhau



GOOGLE MAP


250 Mt. Eden Rd.; www.mounteden.co.nz; 7am-8:30pm daily summer, 7am-7pm daily winter, 24-hour pedestrian access, vehicle parking available


Tāmaki Makaurau’s tallest city volcano rises to 196 m (643 ft), providing a panoramic view of the CBD skyline and the Hauraki Gulf. Make your way to the eastern side of the volcanic cone via a short, well-trodden trail for a bird’s-eye view of The Domain and to appreciate Auckland War Memorial Museum in all its majesty. The volcano once served as a fortified Māori village, or pā, its slopes sheltering many hundred people.


Eden Garden


24 Omana Ave., Epsom; 09/638-8395; www.edengarden.co.nz; 9am-4pm Tues.-Sun.; adults $12, under age 12 free


You’ll find water features, rock formations, and merrily chirping native birds in the aptly named Eden Garden, a sanctuary in the remnants of a quarry on the volcano’s east flank. While flora such as the striking Vireya rhododendron blooms year-round, come spring the tulips make for an extra sensory treat. The scenic oasis affords splendid city views. There’s a café on-site.


Maungakiekie/One Tree Hill and Cornwall Park


670 Manukau Rd., Royal Oak; www.cornwallpark.co.nz; 7am-8:30pm daily summer, 7am-7pm daily winter, 24-hour pedestrian access


The extinct volcano of Maungakiekie/One Tree Hill is a 182-m (597-ft) monolith that was formerly New Zealand’s mightiest pā, serving a population of thousands.


Māori named the peak Te Tōtara-i-ahua, after the single tōtara tree that once sprung from its soil. In 1852 the tree was cut down by settlers and replaced by imported pine that became the subject of attacks by Māori activists. In June 2016 a grove of native trees, including tōtara, was planted in its place.


From the summit protrudes an obelisk to honor Māori. Sir John Logan Campbell, a Scottish immigrant known as the “Father of Auckland,” lies buried nearby. In 1901, Sir John donated to the city the sprawling farmland that surrounds the volcano. On the vast verdant slopes of Cornwall Park, herds of free-roaming livestock still graze, just 8 km (5 mi) from the city center.




Sitting on a Volcanic Field


In Tāmaki Makaurau, it’s all about the volcanoes. A number of the city’s historic buildings were constructed using volcanic rock; this rock also accounts for the great swaths of black-sand beaches along its West Coast.


The Auckland Volcanic Field comprises approximately 50 cones covering 360 sq km (140 sq mi), the first of which erupted 250,000 years ago. The last eruption occurred around 650 years ago, relatively recently by geological standards, thrusting the spectacular Rangitoto Island from the sea. Fossilized human footprints have been found in ash from the eruption on the adjoining island of Motutapu, one of Auckland’s oldest cones, believed to belong to Māori living there.


Scientists estimate there to be a 1 in 1,000 chance of an eruption in any given year, and an 8 percent probability of one over an average human lifetime. But visitors need not worry about getting caught in any ash clouds; if a volcano were to blow its top, we’d likely have plenty of warning. So Tāmaki Makaurau gives visitors the unique chance to get close to a volcano without venturing far from the city limits. Here are some places to see the volcanic field for yourself:


• Mount Eden/Maungawhau: The 196-m (643-ft) Mount Eden/Maungawhau was formed around 20,000 years ago from the eruption of three smaller scoria cones. The main crater is now carpeted in grass, while terraces and storage pits betray its more recent past life as a fortified Māori settlement, or pā (click here).


• Maungakiekie/One Tree Hill: Maungakiekie is most recognizable from afar owing to the 30-m (100-ft) stone obelisk protruding from its peak. The 30,000-year-old volcano once served as the nation’s grandest pā; its 182-m (597-ft) summit, or tihi, like those of all Aotearoa’s peaks, is considered tapu (sacred) (click here).


• Rangitoto: Visible from pretty much every elevated spot around the region, Rangitoto Island is a massive volcano that erupted from the Hauraki Gulf just six centuries ago. The region’s largest and newest volcano sits 8 km (5 mi) offshore. Its symmetrical slopes rise to 259 m (850 ft) and cradle the world’s largest pōhutukawa forest (click here).


• Auckland War Memorial Museum: Aside from being built on an actual volcano (though it’s not obvious), the Auckland War Memorial Museum’s second floor has a permanent interactive volcano exhibition that delves into the science of volcanoes and looks at New Zealand’s volcanic history along with notable eruptions around the world (click here).






Stardome Observatory and Planetarium



670 Manukau Rd.; 09/624-1246; www.stardome.org.nz; 10am-5pm Mon., 10am-5pm and 6pm-9:30pm Tues.-Thurs., 10am-5pm and 6pm-11pm Fri., 11am-11pm Sat., 11am-10pm Sun.


Positioned in Cornwall Park, the observatory has a small gallery and exhibit that complements the wonderful planetarium shows (6pm-9:30pm Tues.-Thurs., 6pm-9:30pm Fri., hours vary Sat.-Sun.; adults $18, children and seniors $15, under age 3 free, family $60). After the celestial screening, you may be invited to view some powerful telescopes. Special music, laser, and light shows ($20) are reserved for guests over age 16, but all are welcome to the sci-fi movie nights (adults $15, children $12) that include free popcorn. Check the website for dates.


AUCKLAND/TĀMAKI MAKAURAU OUTSKIRTS


Sea Life Kelly Tarlton’s Aquarium


23 Tamaki Dr., Orakei; 09/531-5065; www.visitsealife.com; 9:30am-5pm daily; adults $45, children $32, under age 2 free, family $154


The well-regarded Sea Life Kelly Tarlton’s Aquarium has been a tourist hot spot since 1985. It is home to the world’s largest sub-Antarctic penguin colony display, which includes a spectacular view of their underwater antics; you can get on the ice with them with a penguin passport (over age 14; 10:30am Fri.-Sun.; $219). Discover a superb replica of Captain Scott’s Antarctic Hut adorned with authentic memorabilia, watch stingrays feed, and admire an impressive collection of seahorses. An underwater tunnel allows you to get close to the sharks and their marine mates, or get closer still with a cage snorkel (height and age restrictions; 10am and 11:30am Sat.-Sun.; $109).


Book aquarium tickets online for likely savings, and to avoid the lengthy queue.


Sports and Recreation


PARKS


Central Business District


A wee well-hidden urban oasis in an ancient gully that connects K’ Road with the top of Queen Street and Aotea Square/Aotea—Te Papa Tū Wātea, Myers Park (Greys Ave., Mayoral Dr., and Queen St.) has plenty of grassy areas beneath shady palm trees to kick back with a book or a coffee, and some lovely play areas for the kids.


Parnell and Newmarket


Albert Park (between Kitchener St. and Princes St.) is an area of historical significance because of its location on the site of an ancient Māori village. During the mid-19th century, the area also served as a military barracks. Near the Victorian fountain is a grove of century-old oak trees. Visit the glorious ombu tree, the park’s wise old wrinkly resident, and marvel at its network of giant twisted roots and the array of faded messages carved into its soft bark.


At the northern end of Parnell, Dove-Myer Robinson Park (85-87 Gladstone Rd.) cradles the iconic Parnell Rose Gardens (24 hours daily; free), where 5,000 roses bloom boldest October-April. North of the park, the grassy slopes tumble into Judges Bay, a secluded sandy beach out of place on the city-center fringe.



Ponsonby and Western Springs



Western Park (5-7 Ponsonby Rd.) features one of the city’s longest slides (25 m/82 ft) along with a pair of racing slides, treehouses, trampolines, and a flying fox (a miniature zip line). Local artist John Radford’s semi-buried structures set a postapocalyptic scene just off Ponsonby’s main street.


Western Springs Park (731 Great North Rd.) surrounds a natural spring-fed lake that served as one of the city’s first water supplies. It was originally noted by Māori for its fertile resources and abundance of eels, a traditional food. Fittingly, a free-to-enter open wildlife sanctuary now thrives throughout the reserve; famous residents include black swans, rabbits, koi carp, and eels. A kids’ play area sits amid an array of native trees, plants, and winding paths. The park is 5 km (3.1 mi) from downtown.


WALKING TOURS


Auckland Free Walking Tours (Queens Wharf, off Quay St.; www.aucklandfreewalkingtours.com) presents two urban strolls. The 2–3-hour Auckland Walking tour (10am and 2pm daily, donation) takes in all the major highlights, while the Coffee and Ice Cream Tour (11am Wed., adults $87, children $82) includes the obvious treats and stories about local history; allow 2.5 hours. Advance booking is required, and private tours are available.


WALKS


Mount Eden/Maungawhau Summit


Distance: from 2 km (1.2 mi) round-trip


Time: 30 minutes-1 hour round-trip


Trailhead: Puhi Huia Rd.


Information and Maps: Local visitor centers


Around 1 million visitors annually head along the Mount Eden/Maungawhau Summit Track for one of the best views in town. It’s an easy stroll up and around the 196-m (643-ft) crater rim with various arms and viewpoints overlooking downtown and the Hauraki Gulf, including the majestic Rangitoto Island.


Maungakiekie/One Tree Hill Summit


Distance: 2.9 km (1.8 mi) loop


Time: 40 minutes-1 hour round-trip


Trailhead: Various access points in Cornwall Park


Information and Maps: Local visitor centers and www.cornwallpark.co.nz


Rising 82 m (597 ft) from the verdant cattle-patrolled pastures of Cornwall Park, the Maungakiekie/One Tree Hill track is one of Auckland’s loveliest, with sea and city views from the top of the extinct volcano. Today a mighty obelisk juts from the peak in honor of Aotearoa’s Indigenous people.


BIKING


Much-needed ongoing investment has made Tāmaki Makaurau a much more cycle-friendly city. Auckland Transport (www.at.govt.nz) has detailed routes and information, as does the Auckland Cycle Touring Association (www.acta.org.nz). Look out for the selection of free Cycle Network Maps at visitor centers, covering various regions of the city.


Bike Shops and Rentals


Power to the Pedal (Park Hyatt Auckland, 99 Halsey St.; 021/082-94218; www.powertothepedal.com) rents e-bikes and offers guided tours of the city, including custom options.


Bike Routes


Waterfront Cycle Path


Distance: 8 km (4.8 mi) one-way


Time: 30 minutes one-way


Trailhead: Wynyard Quarter


Information and maps: Local visitor centers, www.at.govt.nz, and www.bikeauckland.org.nz


The flat and scenic Waterfront Cycle Path connects Wynyard Quarter and Mission Bay via Tamaki Drive. Tempting rest stops en route include the eateries of Viaduct Harbour and Britomart, and Sea Life Kelly Tarlton’s Aquarium. It’s Auckland’s best ride.



BEACHES AND POOLS



Around the city are a handful of sandy retreats.


Parnell and Newmarket


Parnell’s Judges Bay is a wonderful secluded cove with a safe swimming spot complete with pontoons.


Parnell Baths (Judges Bay Rd.; 09/373-3561; www.clmnz.co.nz/parnell-baths; 6am-8pm Mon.-Fri., 8am-8pm Sat.-Sun.; adults $7.20, seniors and students $5.40, under age 16 free) offers a splendid saltwater pool—New Zealand’s largest. While away an afternoon in pleasant surroundings, complete with a café, a spa, and an aqua playground.


Ponsonby and Western Springs


Sentinel Beach, in Herne Bay, just northwest of Ponsonby, is unknown even to many Aucklanders. It’s a tiny sandy cove tucked between pōhutukawa trees just a few minutes’ stroll from some of the city’s best cafés.


Auckland CBD Outskirts


The vibrant seaside suburb of Mission Bay hosts Auckland’s most popular beach—Mission Bay Beach. Just 15 minutes from downtown, it feels like another universe thanks to a long white sandy stretch that surrenders to the calmest of waters, with Rangitoto volcano beyond. To the back of the sand is a palm-lined boulevard of bars and eateries that range from fine dining to fish-and-chips.


Not far from Mission Bay Beach is Kohimaramara, a relatively uninhabited beach that offers spectacular scenic views. Though there are a few shops nearby, there are toilets and barbecues and plenty of shady grassy areas.


FISHING


Your best bet to bring back a decent catch is to book with Megabites Fishing Charter (09/444-7710; www.megabitesfishing.co.nz; from $95 pp depending on group size and charter option, bait $20-30, rods $20-50). These guided fishing tours have half-day, full-day, and extended full-day options and can ferry you as far as the outer Hauraki Gulf Islands. Snag some snapper and kahawai, then call ahead at Billfish Café (Z Pier, 31 Westhaven Dr., St. Mary; 09/379-9875; www.billfishcafe.co.nz [URL inactive]; 6am-6pm Mon., 6am-7pm Tues., 6am-8pm Wed., 6am-close Thurs.-Sat., 6am-7pm Sun.). If they’re not too busy, the chef will fillet and serve your fish (for a fee) while you kick back in contemplation with an ice-cold brew.



S SAILING



Aucklanders love to boast about having the world’s highest rate of boat ownership per capita. It’s difficult to prove, but just a brief stroll past the jungles of masts at the marinas demonstrates that Tāmaki Makaurau is well deserving of its “City of Sails” moniker. Visitors should not leave without partaking in this great national pastime.


The America’s Cup Sailing Experience on an authentic America’s Cup yacht is just one of a handful of ocean expeditions offered by Explore (09/359-5987 or 0800/397-567; www.exploregroup.co.nz; 11am and 2pm daily Nov.-Mar., 1pm daily Apr.-Oct.; adults $190, children $135). Novices are welcome on the 2-hour voyage, but children must be over age 10. Learn to take the helm and hoist the mainsail, all under the watchful eye of a professional sailing crew, or sit back with the wind on your face and enjoy the city skyline.


BOAT TOURS


Explore (09/359-5987; www.exploregroup.co.nz) offers several tours, including a 90-minute Auckland Harbour Cruise (10:30am and 3:15pm daily Jan.-Mar.; 3:15pm daily Apr.-Jan.; adults $99, children $60, under age 5 free), ideal for those pushed for time.


Auckland Whale and Dolphin Safari (opposite NZ Maritime Museum, 175 Quay St.; 09/9357-6032 or 0508/365-744; www.whalewatchingauckland.com; 10:30am daily; adults $165, children $109, seniors $139, family $399) is a 4.5-hour eco-cruise through the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park aboard a 20-m (66-ft) catamaran with a fully licensed bar. Dolphin sightings are almost a given, while orcas and other whales are more likely spotted in spring and summer.




The America’s Cup


Founded in 1851, the America’s Cup, the most glamorous competition of the most glamorous of sports, is the oldest sporting competition on earth. Confusingly, the sailing event is named after the first yacht to have won it rather than the country where the yacht was built; the competition was born in Britain, and the actual trophy is known as Auld Mug.


In 1995, led by legendary yachtsman Sir Peter Blake, underdog New Zealand stunned the sailing world by securing an America’s Cup victory over the Americans in their own backyard. Five years later the Kiwis became only the second team ever to retain the seafaring crown (the USA was the other).


Winners of the cup win the right to host their defense in their own nation, with the timing of the next match agreed on between the defender and the challenger, and so Team New Zealand’s victories led to some major redevelopment in and around Waitematā Harbour, most significantly at the Viaduct, in preparation to welcome the world’s yachting elite.


New Zealand’s 1988 America’s Cup boat, KZ1, is on display outside the Maritime Museum. It was nicknamed the “Aircraft Hangar” due to its enormous size. Auckland hosted, and New Zealand won, the 36th America’s Cup in early 2021.





OTHER WATER SPORTS


Auckland Adventure Jet (Pier 3A, Quay St.; 0800/255-538; www.aucklandadventurejet.co.nz; hourly 9am-5pm daily; adults $98, children $58, family $254) turns the city into a blur at speeds of more than 50 knots in the country where the jet boat was invented. Plastic ponchos are provided to protect you from the inevitable.


A memorable Hauraki Gulf experience is guaranteed with Auckland Sea Kayaks (193-195 Dominion Rd.; 09/213-4545; www.aucklandseakayaks.co.nz; from $159). Kayaks can more easily reach islands less frequented by the ferries. A plethora of guided and self-guided tours range from half-day to multiday, with equipment (camping gear and gourmet food) included. The Rangitoto Sunset Tour concludes by kayaking back from Rangitoto Island under the stars.


BUNGEE


Get within touching distance of the Auckland Harbour Bridge via the thrilling Auckland Bridge Climb and Bungy (5 Curran St.; 09/360-7748 or 0800/462-8649; www.bungy.co.nz; climb adults $135, children $95, bungee adults $175, children $145, combo $230). The climb, a steepish walk, allows clipped-on visitors the chance to traverse the arch of the bridge and take in (but not take photos of; video and images are extra) the mesmeric sea- and cityscapes. Alternatively, or concurrently, head straight for the waves via the 40-m (130-ft) bungee jump from the bridge. AJ Hackett, the company that created commercial bungee, organizes both activities.


Also from AJ Hackett, a vertigo-inducing walk and a jump (albeit a controlled one) await around two-thirds of the way up the Sky Tower (Victoria St. and Federal St.; 09/363-6000 or 0800/759-2489; www.skycityauckland.co.nz). Try to stop your knees from knocking as you walk around the outer ledge of the Sky Tower for the Sky Walk (0800/759-925; www.bungy.co.nz; adults $160, ages 10-15 $135). Visitors can go one step farther—literally—from the edge of the ledge for the 192-m (630-ft) plunge of the Sky Jump (adults $235, ages 10-15 $185, combined Sky Jump and Sky Walk $315), which blends bungee and base jumping. You’ll be strapped up then strapped onto a fixed vertical wire that runs down the outside of the tower before being ushered to lean over the city skyline and place your trust in that line. Next comes the 11-second fall at a speed of 85 km/h (53 mph). Don’t be fooled by the controlled element of the plunge; it still takes guts to step off the southern hemisphere’s tallest building.


SOCIAL SPORTS


Think golf’s boring? Then the Viaduct’s Holey Moley (204 Quay St.; 09/880-0543; www.holeymoley.co.nz; 11am-10pm Sun.-Mon., noon-10pm Tues.-Thurs., noon-close Fri., 11am-close Sat.; from $15 pp) promises to change your view thanks to its mini golf course that can be navigated with a cocktail—or beer or vino—in hand. Drinks cost as little as $5 during happy hour (4pm-7pm Mon.-Thurs.), and the on-site eatery (from $9) has hot dogs, pizzas, and burgers.


Release your inner Viking—and a whole lot of stress—at Sweet Axe Throwing Co. (5 Galatos St.; 021/853-566; www.sweetaxethrow.com; noon-8pm Mon. and Wed., 10am-8pm Thurs.-Sun.; from $55 pp). For points and pride, guests are invited to hurl hatchets at massive circular targets. No drinking of alcohol is allowed here, for obvious reasons.


SKYDIVING


Experience Aotearoa’s highest joint-tandem jump (up to 6,000 m/20,000 ft) with Skydive Auckland (0800/921-650; www.skydiveauckland.com; $295-595). An ultimate view follows the ultimate rush thanks to a free fall of up to 85 seconds at more than 200 km/h (125 mph). Once the chute pops and the screaming stops, you can savor views of the Pacific Ocean and Tasman Sea, along with the rain forests, volcanoes, and downtown. Splurge for photo and video ($129-189) of your jump, or pay for a separate camera operator to jump with you ($299). A free shuttle ferries guests to the take-off point in Parakai, 45 minutes from the city. Jumps are available all year, weather permitting.


YOGA


The secret sanctuary of the Loft Yoga Lounge (103 Beach Rd., 1st Fl.; 09/379-7301; www.theloft.org.nz; $20) may be the most rejuvenating 90 minutes you can spend in Auckland. Newbies are welcome, and everyone’s rewarded with a sumptuous vegetarian dinner to conclude. Meditation workshops and cooking classes also offered (from $10).




Spectator Sports in Tāmaki Makaurau


Aotearoa is a sports-crazy nation, though many overseas visitors won’t be entirely familiar with the rules of its two most popular pastimes: rugby and cricket. Eden Park (Reimers Ave., Kingsland; 09/815-5551; www.edenpark.co.nz) plays host to regular rugby and cricket matches, with lively crowds of flag-waving, jersey-wearing, good-natured fans gathering in the bars of nearby suburb Kingsland. Guided tours (2pm Thurs.-Sun. except game days; adults $40, children $15) of the stadium afford visitors the chance to taste the excitement of match day with access to players’ changing rooms, the tunnel to the “hallowed turf,” and the coaches’ areas. Upgrade to a Rooftop Tour (adults $89, children $59) for a chance to circumnavigate the stadium roof for a bird’s-eye view of the stadium and the city beyond.


RUGBY


Rugby is followed with an almost religious fervor by a significant proportion of Kiwis. The sport can be split into two categories: rugby league and rugby union. Each have slightly different rules. Rugby union is by far the more popular and is the version played by legendary national team the All Blacks (www.allblacks.com). Most visitors will be interested in catching an atmospheric All Blacks match, which are split among a handful of stadiums around the country.


Tickets for local Auckland rugby teams the Blues (www.blues.rugby) and Auckland Rugby (www.aucklandrugby.co.nz) are available online; locations vary.


CRICKET


In summer, Eden Park plays host to national and international cricket matches. The national team is the Black Caps (www.nzc.nz); the local team is the Auckland Aces (www.aucklandcricket.co.nz). The rules of cricket are complicated and the pace is slow; only hard-core fans need attend.


TENNIS


It’s not quite Wimbledon, but Aotearoa’s premier tennis tournament, the ASB Classic (www.asbclassic.co.nz), is growing in stature every year. It runs for two weeks in January at Parnell’s ASB Tennis Arena (www.tennisauckland.co.nz), regularly luring superstar names.


MOTORSPORTS


Western Springs Speedway (Western Springs Stadium, Western Springs; 09/588-4050 or 0800/773-33983; www.wsspeedway.com; adults $30, children $5, under age 5 free, family $75) has hosted motorsports events since 1929. Today the live racing events mainly take the form of speedway races.






Arts and Entertainment



THEATER AND PERFORMANCE ART


The Royal New Zealand Ballet (04/381-9000; www.rnzb.org.nz), New Zealand Opera (09/379-4088 or 0800/696-737; www.nzopera.com), New Zealand Symphony Orchestra (0800/479-674; www.nzso.co.nz), and Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra (09/638-6266; www.apo.co.nz) spread their performances between Auckland’s Town Hall, the Aotea Centre, and the Civic Theatre.


For show and venue information, contact Auckland Live (09/309-2677 or 0800/111-999; www.aucklandlive.co.nz). For tickets, contact Ticketmaster (www.ticketmaster.co.nz).


Aotea Centre


50 Mayoral Dr.; 09/309-2677; www.aucklandlive.co.nz; prices vary


Aotea Centre, with its 2,000-seat, three-tiered contemporary auditorium and a handful of smaller stages, is Auckland’s premier performance hub, hosting all manner of productions, including theater, concerts, opera, and ballet.


Auckland Town Hall/Hōro ā-Tāone o Tāmaki Makaurau


305 Queen St.; 09/309-2677; www.aucklandlive.co.nz; prices vary


Auckland Town Hall/Hōro ā-Tāone o Tāmaki Makaurau is a handsome heritage building constructed in 1911 and boasting stained-glass windows, a Great Hall, a Concert Chamber, and a revered Edwardian concert organ (www.aucklandorgan.org.nz [URL inactive]). It is a prestigious setting for performance arts.


Civic Theatre/Te Civic


269-287 Queen St.; 09/309-2677; www.aucklandlive.co.nz


Opened in 1929, nearly demolished in 1988, and then restored in 2000, the wonderful Civic Theatre/Te Civic is famed for its opulent East Asian-inspired interior. The venue opens 90 minutes prior to performances, so make the most of it.


ASB Waterfront Theatre


138 Halsey St., Wynyard Quarter; 0800/282-849; www.asbwaterfronttheatre.co.nz


The ASB Waterfront Theatre, home of the Auckland Theatre Company (09/309-0390; www.atc.co.nz), hosts shows that range from musicals to dramas and everything in between, including overseas productions. Even if you don’t manage to catch a show, the sustainable design, which architect Gordon Moller describes as “a timber crucible within a glass box,” is well worth a snap.


Basement Theatre


Lower Greys Ave., behind Queen St.; 09/309-7433; www.basementtheatre.co.nz; $8-28


Tiny Basement Theatre is a big favorite, with audience seats right in the actors’ faces for a raw and immersive experience. The affordable entertainment supports emerging talent.


FESTIVALS AND EVENTS


Auckland Council (www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz), along with an array of arts and community groups, organizes a variety of happenings in and around the city throughout the year, many of which are free. Eventfinda (www.eventfinda.co.nz) and Auckland NZ (www.aucklandnz.com) list what’s on in Tāmaki Makaurau. While some of the events and performances may change from year to year, an abundance of regular festivals prop up Auckland’s cultural calendar.


The year gets off to a sterling start with free live concerts and outdoor cinemas thanks to Music in Parks (www.musicinparks.co.nz) and Movies in Parks (www.moviesinparks.co.nz), which take place in selected green spaces across the city January-March.


Spring


Heritage Festival


www.heritagefestival.co.nz; Sept.


For two weeks in September, Auckland throws a party with the Heritage Festival, which takes a look at the history of the city and promotes all the things that make it great. Expect happenings like historical art and photography exhibitions, high tea, and arts and crafts at locations across Auckland. Many of the events are free.


Summer


Tāmaki Herenga Waka Festival


www.aucklandnz.com; Jan.; free


In January, the three-day Tamaki Herenga Waka Festival is one of Tāmaki Makaurau’s youngest, created to celebrate and promote Māori culture.


Lantern Festival


The Domain; www.aucklandnz.com; Feb.; free


For four days in February, the ethereal Lantern Festival, held in honor of the Lunar New Year, transforms a section of The Domain into an East Asian wonderland, climaxing in a spectacular fireworks display.


Pride Festival


www.aucklandpridefestival.org.nz; Feb.


February is also rainbow month in Auckland, as the Pride Festival comes to town for two weeks.


Autumn


Polyfest


Manukau; www.asbpolyfest.co.nz; Mar.; free


The world’s two largest Māori and Pacific Island parties take place in March. At the four-day Polyfest, tens of thousands of visitors descend on the south Tāmaki Makaurau suburb of Manukau to watch traditional Pacific Island dances by performers from local schools amid a decidedly community atmosphere.


Pasifika Festival


www.aucklandnz.com; Mar.; free


The weekend-long Pasifika Festival showcases and celebrates Pacific culture with food stalls and authentic performances from the likes of the Cook Islands and Samoa.


Auckland Arts Festival/Te Ahurei Toi o Tāmaki


www.aucklandfestival.co.nz; Mar.; cost varies


For three weeks in March, the Auckland Arts Festival/Te Ahurei Toi o Tāmaki sees weird and wonderful shows and exhibits spring up throughout the city. An eclectic list includes art displays, light shows, circus performances, plays, and contemporary dance from around the world.


NZ International Comedy Festival


www.comedyfestival.co.nz; Apr.; prices vary


In April, the monthlong NZ International Comedy Festival showcases the best of Kiwi and overseas comics at various theaters in the city.


Auckland Writers’ Festival/Waituhi o Tāmaki


www.writersfestival.co.nz; May


May hosts the highly regarded Auckland Writers’ Festival/Waituhi o Tāmaki, which attracts international talent from the publishing world. Events include writing workshops and Q&As with acclaimed authors.


Winter


Matarki Festival


www.matarikifestival.org.nz; June


Celebrations are written in the stars come June. The wondrous four-week Matarki Festival marks the beginning of the Māori New Year; dates change depending on celestial alignment. Traditionally seen as a period of reflection, remembrance, and thanks for the land, it’s manifested through dozens of citywide events that incorporate storytelling, kite-flying, and dance. Most events are free.



The Auckland Food Show



Auckland Showgrounds; www.foodshow.co.nz; July; adults $20, children $18


Travel the culinary world in a long weekend without leaving the city thanks to the Auckland Food Show. As well as international cuisine, guests are invited to sample beers and wines and check out the latest kitchen equipment, workshops, and demos.


New Zealand International Film Festival


www.nziff.co.nz; July-Aug.; prices vary


Spanning three weeks of July-August, the New Zealand International Film Festival showcases the best new movies from local and international filmmakers, directors, and actors at cinemas and theaters throughout the city.


Shopping


CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT


The downtown end of Queen Street is a good start for practical and conventional vacation needs, such as camera and electronics equipment, souvenirs, and currency exchanges. Britomart boasts an interesting blend of contemporary and heritage buildings home to a bounty of high-end fashion boutiques and sports and outdoor stores.


Souvenirs


Jade Centre


Ground Fl., PWC Tower, Lower Albert St.; 09/369-5898; www.jadecentre.co.nz; 10am-5pm daily


The Jade Centre specializes in traditional handcrafted designs such as fishhooks and whale tails in the form of jewelry, figurines, and charms.


Clothing and Accessories


World


60 Tyler St.; 09/373-3034; www.worldbrand.co.nz; 10am-6pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat., 11am-4pm Sun.


The flagship store of the experimental designer fashion brand World is worth exploring for taxidermy, art, and furniture alongside their clothes.


Allbirds


5 Gore St.; 09/888-4031; www.allbirds.co.nz; 10am-6pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun.


Founded by former New Zealand soccer player Tim Brown, Allbirds sneakers are often referred to as “the world’s most comfortable shoe.” Crafted from all-natural materials such as merino wool, they boast some serious eco-credentials and are machine washable too.


Vintage and Antiques


Real Groovy


19 Victoria St.; 09/302-3940 or 0800/476-689; www.realgroovy.co.nz; 9am-6pm Mon.-Wed. and Sat.-Sun., 9am-7pm Thurs.-Fri.


An Auckland institution, Real Groovy stocks a famed array of new and used books, clothing, and records.


St. Kevin’s Arcade


183 Karangahape Rd.; www.stkevinsarcade.co.nz; arcade 24 hours daily, business hours vary


Lovers of antiques and vintage clothes should make for the old-world shopping mall of St. Kevin’s Arcade. Be sure to stop by the Sinda Vintage (ground Fl., St. Kevin’s Arcade; 021/231-7101; 11am-4pm Mon.-Tues., 11am-5pm Wed., 11am-6:30pm Thurs.-Fri., 10am-4:30pm Sat., 10am-3:30pm Sun.), a social enterprise clothing store, while you’re there.


Books


Jason Books


16 O’Connell St.; 09/379-0266; www.jasonbooks.co.nz; 9am-5pm Mon.-Sat.


There’s much browsing potential on High Street and its tributary lanes. Jason Books is a literary lair teeming with rare and secondhand prints and a fine collection of Māori and Pacific tomes.


PARNELL AND NEWMARKET


Newmarket is widely touted as the New Zealand fashion capital. The suburb is home to local and international labels, a sizable collection of electronic goods suppliers, and one of the largest shopping malls in the southern hemisphere, Westfield Newmarket (277 Broadway; 09/978-9400; www.westfield.co.nz/newmarket), opened in 2019 replete with a rooftop garden with a dining zone.


Souvenirs


The Fantail House


237 Parnell Rd.; 09/218-7645; www.thefantailhouse.co.nz; 10am-5pm daily


You’ll find plenty of authentic New Zealand wares, such as Māori wood carvings, hand-woven goods, wool, and greenstone, at the Fantail House, one of the country’s largest stores of its kind.


Clothing and Accessories


Karen Walker


6 Balm St.; www.karenwalker.com; 09/522-4286; 9:30am-5:30pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5:30pm Sat., 10:30am-5pm Sun.


A favorite fashion label of many Hollywood celebrities, Karen Walker sells a collection of accessories, jewelry, perfume, and women’s clothing.


Deadly Ponies


26 Osborne St.; 09/522-5228; www.deadlyponies.com; 10am-5:30pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat., 10am-4pm Sun.


An international A-listers’ darling, NZ label Deadly Ponies offers a range of purses and bags for women and men, all handcrafted from deer leather (as opposed to what the name implies).


Outdoor Stores


Kathmandu


Level 3, Westfield Newmarket; 09/953-9914; www.kathmandu.co.nz; 9am-7pm Mon.-Wed. and Sat.-Sun., 9am-9pm Thurs.-Fri.


Kathmandu is a Kiwi icon that stocks packs, clothing, tents, and adventure accessories at reasonable prices—especially during its regular large-scale sales. There are multiple branches nationwide.


Art


Black Door Gallery


251 Parnell Rd.; 09/368-4554; www.blackdoorgallery.co.nz; 10am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-4pm Sat., 11am-3pm Sun.


Art lovers must stop by the gorgeous Black Door Gallery, set in a historic villa. Check out the selection of paintings, sculptures, ceramics, and more, all created by Kiwis.


Home Goods


Creative & Brave


Level 3, Westfield Newmarket, 277 Broadway; 09/600-1346; www.creativeandbrave.co.nz [URL inactive]; 9am-7pm Mon.-Wed. and Sat., 9am-9pm. Thurs.-Fri., 10am-7pm Sun.


The shelves of this shop are filled with handmade prints, jewelry, and ceramics by more than 100 Kiwi artists.


PONSONBY


Ponsonby competes with Newmarket on the pricey fashion boutique front.


Souvenirs


Trade Aid


172 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/378-4471; www.tradeaid.org.nz; 9:30am-5:30pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat., 10:30am-4:30pm Sun.


Trade Aid is worth a visit for its extensive collection of fair trade art, crafts, textiles, coffees, and chocolates made by people in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. This admirable volunteer-run nonprofit has stores across New Zealand.




Ōtara Flea Market


Established in 1976, the Ōtara Flea Market (Newbury St.; 09/274-0830; www.otaramarkets.co.nz; 6am-noon Sat.) is the world’s largest Māori and Polynesian market, where regular cultural performers and steel bands will have you bopping away between stalls. Tāmaki Makaurau’s most popular market, it attracts some serious crowds, which really adds to the vibrancy, especially when the sun’s shining.


• What to Buy: Pacific fabrics, arts and crafts such as paintings and sculptures, and Indigenous jewelry, including Aotearoa’s iconic pounamu (greenstone) carvings.


• What to Eat: There’s food aplenty in the form of fresh produce and an abundance of stalls and food trucks offering steamed buns, island doughnuts, burgers, chop suey, seafood fritters, and the traditional Māori hāngī that sees meats and vegetables cooked on hot rocks underground.


GETTING THERE


Ōtara Market is 18 km (11 mi) southeast of central Auckland. The nearest train station is Papatoetoe, and from there buses stop at the Ōtara Bus Interchange, less than 5 minutes’ walk from the markets. Allow around 1 hour to reach the markets from Waitematā Station; tickets cost $10 one-way. For timetables see Auckland Transport (www.at.govt.nz). Expect to pay around $40 for the 20-minute drive in a taxi.





Clothing and Accessories


Tatty’s


161 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/376-2761; www.tattys.co.nz; 10am-6pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun.


You’re sure to snag a bargain at Tatty’s, where rails are filled with high-quality secondhand designer clothing brands for men and women, including New Zealand names like Karen Walker and Moochi.


Icebreaker


Shop 5, 130 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/361-3602; www.icebreaker.co.nz; 9:30am-5:30pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun.


Icebreaker is a premium adventure, travel, and lifestyle brand whose sustainable clothes and accessories are mostly made from wool. A New Zealand-founded firm, there are a handful of stores around the country, but this is the main one.


Home Goods


The Garden Party


130 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/378-7799; www.thegardenparty.co.nz; 10am-6pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun.


The Garden Party’s shelves bulge with countless uniquely Kiwi-designed items such as cushion covers, wrapping paper, and kitchenware. There’s a big emphasis on supporting small-scale arts and crafts setups.



Food



Auckland’s culinary scene boasts an abundance of fine eateries in the center along Federal Street beneath the Sky Tower, the Viaduct, and Britomart as well as in the suburbs of Ponsonby and Parnell. Head to K’ Road and Dominion Road for superb selections of well-priced international offerings.


Drinking and dining can turn into a costly night out in Tāmaki Makaurau. Thankfully many restaurants, even toward the higher end, offer a bring-your-own (BYO) service: Guests can bring their own bottles of wine (and occasionally beer, but not spirits) for a per-bottle or per-head corkage fee. Corkage is usually only a couple of bucks but can sometimes reach double digits, so check before booking.


Some restaurants are open late, but visitors from other major international cities may be surprised at the number of establishments that close relatively early—it’s not uncommon for eateries to shut their kitchens at 9pm.


CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT


The yachts of Viaduct Harbour (www.viaduct.co.nz) are surrounded by high-end bars, eateries, and hotels, and more hip waterside drinking dens and restaurants—many in fashionable redeveloped boatsheds—await in the adjoining Wynyard Quarter (www.wynyard-quarter.co.nz) to the west.


Cafés and Light Bites



S Giapo Ice Cream



12 Gore St.; 021/412-402; www.giapo.com; 2pm-10pm Wed.-Thurs., 2pm-10:30pm Fri.-Sat., 2pm-9:30pm Sun.; $13-40


Taste some sweet science at Giapo Ice Cream, where chilled treats are crafted using innovative techniques and unusual ingredients. None of the ice creams are displayed in regular cabinets, the secrecy adding to the element of surprise when you’re handed creations in cones, cups, or cake-like forms that resemble mini sculptures. It’s art meets chemistry meets gastronomy. Queues are likely.


Federal Delicatessen


86 Federal St.; 09/363-7184; www.thefed.co.nz; 8am-4pm Mon.-Wed., 8am-9pm Thurs.-Sun.; $13-32


You have to travel far from the central Auckland suburbs to find a café that doesn’t grind its own java beans and serve freshly prepared fare. Many even bake on-site. Federal Delicatessen, a funky US diner-inspired establishment, is the brainchild of Kiwi celebrity chef Al Brown. The coffee is bottomless, and the blueberry buttermilk pancakes are the most indulgent way to begin the day—you are on vacation, after all. It’s also open for lunch, dinner, and late-night snacks on weekends.


Seafood


Auckland Fish Market


22 Jellicoe St., Wynyard Quarter; 09/303-0262; www.afm.co.nz; 8am-close daily


Take your pick at the Auckland Fish Market, where a collection of indoor and outdoor eateries offers ocean-themed menus from around the world to be enjoyed in a bustling communal courtyard—or to take away. Highlights include oysters and mussels from Billypot (11am-5pm Mon.-Wed., 11am-8pm Thurs.-Sat.; from $12) and a beer and lobster roll from Lobster & Tap (11am-5pm Mon.-Wed., 11am-8pm Thurs., 11am-close Fri.-Sat., 11am-6pm Sun.; $14-37). The Wreck (11am-5pm Mon.-Wed., 11am-8pm Thurs., 11am-close Fri.-Sat., 11am-6pm Sun.) bar has a good selection of craft beers and New Zealand wines.


Soul Bar & Bistro


Viaduct Harbour; 09/356-7249; www.soulbar.co.nz; 11am-close daily; $24-52


Located in the Viaduct, Soul Bar & Bistro is all about seafood straight from the sea, served as you sit sipping sauvignon blanc in the shadow of the harbor and its superyachts. Book ahead for a waterside view.


Asian


King Made Noodles


48 Fort St.; 09/942-5681; www.kingmadenoodles.com; 10:30am-9pm Sun.-Wed., 10:30am-10pm Thurs.-Sat.; from $8


For some of the best tasting—and best priced—noodles in Auckland, visit King Made Noodles. Northwestern Chinese-style noodles are handmade to order, offered alongside the likes of skewers, buns, and dumplings.


Indochine Kitchen


42 Fort St.; 09/974-2895; www.indochinekitchen.co.nz [URL inactive]; 11:30pm-2:30pm and 5:30pm-close Mon.-Fri., 5:30pm-close Sat.; $9-26


It’s all about sharing—the plates, the tables, the experience—at Indochine Kitchen, a mouthwatering collection of fresh Hanoi street food set in an übercool contemporary space. The Vietnamese tapas bar is perfect either for a quick bite or a sit-down dinner; try a cocktail or two as well.


Middle Eastern


Café Midnight Express


59 Victoria St. W.; 09/303-0312; www.cafemidnightexpress.co.nz; 11:30am-2:30pm Tues.-Fri., 5pm-10pm Tues.-Sun.; $26-34


Café Midnight Express has delighted diners since 1989. Situated in the shadow of the Sky Tower, the restaurant’s extensive menu is where modern meets traditional Turkish and Mediterranean fare—think moussaka, falafel, kebabs, steak, and burgers. On weekend evenings there are belly dance shows.


European


Elliott Stables


39 Elliott St.; 021/104-4386; www.elliottstables.co.nz; noon-2pm and 5pm-9pm Sun.-Fri., noon-2pm and 5pm-10pm Sat.; from $15


Billed as an “Epicurean Village”—essentially a posh food court—Elliott Stables collects the best of world cuisine under one roof. You may pick a food venue and then order drinks from somewhere else. The international fare includes Italian, Latin American, and French crepes. It’s a fun, warm, and sociable scene, with regular live music.


Amano


68 Tyler St.; 09/394-1416; www.savor.co.nz/amano; 7am-close daily; $19-110


Enjoy regionally raised meats, seafood caught locally, and pasta and breads made daily on-site from New Zealand grains and eggs. Italian-inspired dishes are served in the rustic barn-like setting of a former waterfront warehouse that positively hums with chatter. The on-site bakery makes for some sumptuous breakfasts too.


Food Trucks


The White Lady


Commerce St. and Fort St.; 0800/843-944; www.thewhitelady.co.nz; 7pm-4am Mon.-Thurs., 24 hours Fri.-Sun.; $6-27


The White Lady food truck has been serving weary late-night souls since 1948. Though everything’s yummy when you’re a little worse for wear in the wee hours, the burgers here truly cut the mustard, even when you’re sober. Other offerings include fries, toasted sandwiches, and heavenly indulgent milk shakes.


Food Truck Garage


Shed 1, City Works Depot; 09/973-2305; www.foodtruckgarage.co.nz; 11am-3pm Mon., 11am-8pm Tues.-Sat.; $15-33


The Food Truck Garage was spawned from an award-winning TV show that sent a food truck to travel the country, proving that fast food doesn’t have to be of low standards. The simple, nourishing fare incorporates burgers made from high-quality meat, fresh fish, salads, and hand-cut fries, all organic and locally sourced. The truck now takes pride of place next to the permanent eatery and is a much-photographed mascot.



Pub Grub




S Dr Rudi’s



Viaduct Harbour; 09/942-4666; www.drrudis.co.nz; 11am-close Mon.-Sat., 11am-8pm Sun.; $17-50


Top-floor, top-drawer feasting, drinking, playing, and dancing—Dr Rudi’s is a smorgasbord for the senses. Pizzas are measured by the foot, seafood and smoked platters feed up to six, and some of Auckland’s best burgers are served alongside Rudi’s own craft beers, with breathtaking views of the city’s harbor. There’s ten-pin bowling and oodles of live music too.


Fine Dining


Orbit 360° Dining


Level 52, Sky Tower; 09/363-6000; www.skycityauckland.co.nz; 11:30am-2pm Sun., 5pm-9pm daily; $69-109


There is no entry fee for the Sky Tower when you reserve a table at Orbit 360° Dining, where set menus are served with a spectacular view. When making a reservation, be sure to request window seats.



S Kazuya



193 Symonds St.; 09/377-8537; www.kazuya.co.nz; noon-1:30pm Thurs.-Sat., 5:30pm-11pm, last order 8:30pm Wed.-Sat.; $145-195


Kazuya may be easy to miss, but it’s impossible to forget. The windowless entrance is hidden among a run-down row of dairies and dry cleaners, but the slick interior is striking. Space is at a premium, adding further exclusivity to one of Auckland’s finest restaurants. The French-Japanese fusion menu changes according to the season, with degustation menus presented like works of art.



S Sid at The French Café



210 Symonds St.; 09/377-1911; www.sidatthefrenchcafe.co.nz; lunch noon-2:30pm Sat., noon-2:30pm Fri. Dec., dinner 6pm-close Tues.-Thurs., 5:30pm-close Fri.-Sat.; from $145 pp


Tāmaki Makaurau’s most famous eatery, The French Café was rebranded as Sid at The French Café but has remained one of the nation’s—some would say one of the world’s—best. Set seasonal menus brim with the likes of lamb tartare, smoked scallops, and kingfish, the contemporary feasts served in an airy minimalist setting with a spectacular selection of wines.


The Grove


33 St. Patrick Sq., Wyndham St.; 09/368-4129; www.thegroverestaurant.co.nz; 5:45pm-close Wed.-Sat.; $180-235


It’s all about degustation at The Grove, an eatery famed for its fine-dining flare. The revolving contemporary menu has bagged an array of awards.


PARNELL AND NEWMARKET


Due to its unparalleled assortment of shopping venues, leafy Newmarket has long been considered a daytime destination, but much effort has gone into promoting an ever-burgeoning hospitality scene, most notably in the form of Westfield Newmarket mall, which has added more than 200 stores and rooftop eateries to its bounty of boutiques, bars, and cafés.


Cafés and Light Bites


Chocolate Boutique Café


323 Parnell Rd.; 09/377-8550; www.chocolateboutique.co.nz; 6pm-9:50pm Mon., 11am-9:50pm Tues.-Sun.


Beat that 3pm energy slump with a trip to Chocolate Boutique Café, an old-world candy store and café that’s a treasure trove for the little kid inside you. The molasses-thick chili hot chocolate and the lighter-than-air mousse are recommended.


Little and Friday


11 McColl St.; 09/489-8527; www.littleandfriday.com; 8am-4pm Tues.-Sat., 9am-4pm Sun.; $16-22


Little and Friday is framed by bright-white walls and giant windows that capture oodles of soothing natural light. The decor may be minimalist, but the rich seasonal food (buffalo mozzarella on Turkish bread) is complemented by a superb offering of sandwiches, quiches, and cakes, not to mention Auckland’s most revered doughnuts.



Petal Cupcakes



8 Teed St.; 09/524-0934; www.petalcupcakes.co.nz; 9am-5pm Mon.-Wed., 8am-6pm Thurs.-Fri., 9am-5pm Sat.-Sun.; from $6


Petal Cupcakes bakes cupcakes from the classic and the quirky, with offerings such as Hawke’s Bay Peach and Lavender Honey. It’s impossible to smell this place and not step inside.


Asian


Everest Dine


193 Parnell Rd.; 09/303-2468; www.everestdine.co.nz; noon-11pm Tues.-Sun.; $20-28


For those who’ve not had the pleasure of sampling Nepalese hospitality or cuisine, the family-run Everest Dine affords a taste of both. The colorful Buddhist prayer flags draped out front set the scene for the authentic experience inside. The mo-mos are a must.


The Java Room


7/317 Parnell Rd.; 09/366-1606; www.thejavaroom.co.nz; noon-2:30pm Tues.-Fri., 4:30pm-10:30pm Mon.-Sat.; $23-44


Book a table out back at The Java Room, where a fashionable restaurant gives way to romantic outdoor seating with an unexpected Sky Tower view. The contemporary BYO Asian menu focuses on curry, stir-fry, and perfectly prepared fish.


European


Parnell Markets at Buono Parnell


69 St. Georges Bay Rd.; 022/551-4444; www.parnellmarkets.co.nz; 8am-1:30pm Sat.; from $5


On the patch of land formerly occupied by the legendary La Cigale French Market, Parnell Markets at Buono Parnell offers a similarly Eurocentric selection of deli and seasonal produce stalls.


Pub Grub


Burger Burger


3B York St., Osborne Lane; 09/524-2859; www.burgerburger.co.nz; 11:30am-9pm Sun.-Wed., 11:30am-9:30pm Thurs.-Sat.; $18-25


Galleries, boutiques, and eateries are squeezed into the former industrial space of Osborne Lane, now all green leaves and bare brick. Devour old-fashioned shakes, beer, and the obvious at Burger Burger, where you can not only create your own main course but even build your own ice-cream tower.


PONSONBY


Ponsonby eateries are among the city’s most reputable—and most expensive—but there are still plenty to satisfy tastebuds on a budget. Ponsonby Central (136/138 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/376-8300; www.ponsonbycentral.co.nz; 7am-close daily; from $15) is awash with inviting eateries—take a stroll through the delightful complex before settling on one.


Cafés and Light Bites


Dizengoff


256 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/360-0108; 6:15am-2pm Mon.-Wed., 6:30am-3pm Thurs., 6:15am-3pm Fri., 6am-3pm Sat., 6:30am-3pm Sun.; $9-24


A favorite local haunt, Dizengoff has been humming since 1994, its popularity propped up by consistently exquisite coffee and breakfast staples like eggs Benedict, sausages and eggs, and French bread. With minimal decor and maximum flavor, it’s an Auckland institution.


Seafood


Fish Smith


200 Jervois Rd.; 09/376-3763; www.fishsmith.mobi2go.com [URL inactive]; 4pm-9pm Mon., noon-9pm Tues.-Sun.; $8-19


For an entirely different dining experience, head to the city’s finest fish-and-chips shop and give the sweet potato, or kūmara, fries a try. Rather than wait for a table in the tiny seating area, take the 5-minute stroll to Sentinel Beach (take Sentinel Rd., opposite) to enjoy your spread with sand between your toes and a mesmerizing ocean view.


Contemporary


Okumnandi


295 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/666-1049; www.okumandi.co.nz [URL inactive]; 5pm-9pm Tues.-Thurs., noon-9pm Fri.-Sat.; $22-36


Auckland’s first South African fusion restaurant translates as “it comes delicious” in Zulu, and it sure does. Local produce is cooked over high charcoal flames to create dishes such as braai lamb loin with carrot puree and crispy chili squid. This is a family-run business, and you can taste the love.


Latin American


El Sizzling Chorizo


Ponsonby Central, 136/138 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/378-0119; www.elsizzlingchorizo.co.nz; 5pm-close Tues.-Wed., noon-close Thurs.-Mon.; $19-55


Vegans beware when passing El Sizzling Chorizo, an Argentinian barbecue haunt not for the faint of heart (though a vegetarian menu is offered). A bar area surrounds an open kitchen where enormous hunks of meat—some still affixed to limbs and racks of ribs—are seared over open flames. You’ll notice the sensational smell long before you arrive.


MOUNT EDEN/MAUNGAWHAU AND ONE TREE HILL


The suburb in the shadow of Tāmaki Makaurau’s highest volcano is peppered with an array of charming eateries befitting its village vibe. Dominion Road is noted for its affordable international dining establishments, many of which are BYO.


Cafés and Light Bites


Chapter Book and Tea Shop


442 Mt. Eden Rd.; 09/623-2319 or 0508/242-783; www.chapter.co.nz; 10am-4pm Tues.-Sun.; $5


The café-library Chapter Book and Tea Shop is the ultimate reading room, a comfortable, colorful space to enjoy some tea leaves—more than 200 flavors to choose from—as you leaf through a good book.


Asian


Eden Noodles Cafe


105 Dominion Rd.; 09/887-8272; www.edennoodles.business.site [URL inactive]; 11am-8:30pm Tues.-Sun.; $8-15


Queues often mean quality. They also equal anticipation at Eden Noodles as the spicy scents waft from one of Auckland’s hottest kitchens. Go for the dandan noodles, which are well worth the wait.


Contemporary


Garden Shed


470 Mt. Eden Rd.; 09/630-3393; www.thegardenshed.kiwi; 11am-close Mon.-Fri., 9am-close Sat.-Sun.; $23-42


Rustic feasts such as slow-cooked lamb are served in leafy surroundings at the beautiful Garden Shed, with countless craft beers to wash it all down. Stay past dusk to see the garden glow beneath a web of fairy lights.



S One Tree Grill



9 Pah Rd.; 09/909-7215; www.onetreegrill.co.nz; 5:30pm-close Mon.-Sat.; $49-62


A perennial contender on Auckland’s greatest eateries lists, One Tree Grill is famed for its red meats and creative degustation menus ($125 pp), paired with the best of local and international wines. The spectacular menu is enjoyed in an upmarket setting of dark polished timbers and white linen-topped tables, but in true Kiwi style, it feels super laid-back too.



Bars and Nightlife



Many of the best bars and theaters are in the city center.


CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT


Breweries and Brewpubs


Brothers Beer


City Works Depot, 90 Wellesley St. W.; 09/366-6100; www.brothersbeer.co.nz; noon-8pm Tues.-Wed. and Sun., noon-9pm Thurs., noon-10pm Fri.-Sat.


City Works Depot springs from former workshops and wears its industrial heritage with pride. The space houses boutiques, bars, and eateries all worth checking out, but Brothers Beer is the star act, boasting a collection of craft beers hundreds strong—some brewed on-site—poured by passionate staff.


Brew on Quay


102 Quay St.; 09/302-2085; www.brewonquay.co.nz; noon-11pm Mon. and Wed., 11am-11pm Tues., noon-close Thurs.-Sat., noon-10pm Sun.


Sample more than 100 of the best beers from Aotearoa and beyond, either from the rotating tap selection or the massive collection of bottles at the Brew on Quay bar. Positioned in a historic Edwardian brick building, the atmosphere is enhanced courtesy of regular live music performances and an open, intimate rooftop terrace.


Bars


Bar Albert


13 Wyndham St.; 09/883-2999; www.baralbertauckland.com; 5pm-midnight Tues.-Sat.


Aotearoa’s highest rooftop bar is also one of its newest watering holes, already famed for its views and single-batch spirits. Sit back in Bar Albert’s sumptuous leather chairs, taking in the city skyline—including a close-up, high-up view of Sky Tower—Harbour Bridge, and Rangitoto Island.


Vultures’ Lane


10 Vulcan Lane; 09/300-7117; noon-10pm Sun.-Thurs., noon-close Fri.-Sat.


The atmospheric Vulcan Lane is home to a collection of European-inspired bars. A favorite with locals come nightfall, this sophisticated thoroughfare presents a rather stark contrast to the garish Queen Street. Craft beer lovers should head to Vultures’ Lane, a funky bar heaving with rotating taps backed by dozens of bottles of hard-to-find brews. The wood-lined interior sure is welcoming, but grab a table outside for people-watching.




[image: image]


Vulcan Lane





The Good Luck Coconut


39 Jellicoe St., Wynyard Quarter; 09/303-0440; www.thegoodluckcoconut.co.nz; noon-close Wed.-Sun.


Good luck finding a more colorful, smile-inducing environment than The Good Luck Coconut, a good-vibes establishment where Hawaiian-shirted staff serve up cocktails, craft beers, and Pacific-inspired bar food. Happy hours are 4pm-6pm Wednesday-Thursday, noon-5pm Sunday.


Mo’s


15 Federal St.; 09/366-6066; www.mosbar.co.nz; 4pm-close Mon.-Fri., 7pm-close Sat.


Mo’s is a tucked-away treasure that doesn’t disappoint on its “friendliest bar in town” tag line. You’ll be serenaded by soul legends from the speakers as cigar-wielding Latin American revolutionaries peer from picture frames on the walls—the kind of cozy, romantic venue that feels as though it should be filled with a haze of smoke.


Cocktail Bars


Caretaker


Downstairs at 40 Customs St. E.; www.caretraker.net.nz [URL inactive]; 5pm-close daily


This dungeon-esque drinking den is well worth the effort it takes to find it. Riffing on lustrous old-school New York cocktail lounges, Caretaker bartenders are among the best in the business, with drinks designed to order and served over hand-carved ice.


Sugar Club


Level 53, Sky Tower; 09/363-6365; www.skycityauckland.co.nz; 4pm-close Tues.-Sat.


Great views are found at the Sky Tower’s Sugar Club, a cocktail bar and restaurant best enjoyed as the sun sets behind the city. A faultless cocktail list incorporates the classic and the contemporary, and there are two daily happy hours (5pm-7pm and 9pm-11pm). Booking ahead is recommended.


Clubs


Danny Doolans


204 Quay St.; 09/358-2554; www.dannydoolans.co.nz; 11am-2am daily


Continue jiving well into the night at Danny Doolans, a no-nonsense Irish-inspired disco with live bands backed by some clichéd but fun-filled playlists. Expect a certain level of boisterousness once the early hours arrive—there’s an often-cramped outdoor smoking area should the noise inside become too much.


Sapphire Nightclub


1 Fort Lane; www.sapphirenightclub.co.nz; 10pm-close Wed. and Fri.-Sat.


Several of Auckland’s coolest after-hours establishments are crammed into Fort Lane, and for hip-hop fans it doesn’t come much cooler than Sapphire Nightclub. Billed as the country’s top hip-hop destination—international acts sometimes stop by—VIP booths and a state-of-the-art lighting system enhance the experience.


Wine Bars


My Bar


12 Durham St. E.; 09/309-3830; www.mybarauckland.co.nz; 4pm-close Mon.-Wed.; noon-close Thurs.-Fri.; 3pm-close Sat.


Taking inspiration from the atmospheric hidden-lane bars of Melbourne, Amsterdam, and Prague, My Bar offers indoor and street seating from which to enjoy one of the city’s best collections of boutique Kiwi wines. Its craft beer collection and cocktails aren’t bad either.




Auckland’s LGBTQ+ Community and K’ Road


New Zealand, the first country in the world where women could vote, in 1893, was also one of the earliest to legalize same-sex marriage, in 2013. LGBTQ+ visitors will feel particularly welcome in Tāmaki Makaurau. Visit in February for rainbow month, when the Pride Festival comes to town. Most LGBT bars and clubs can be found on K’ Road, and Ponsonby is another favorite community hood. For more listings and events, check out Gay Express (www.gayexpress.co.nz).


There’s a large LGBTQ+ presence on the west end of K’ Road, with a colorful collection of adult-only stores scattered among a smattering of gay bars. The topless young woman perched above the Las Vegas Club, at number 339, is somewhat of a contentious icon—she’s certainly difficult to miss. Some of the best bars on LGBTQ+-friendly K’ Road include:


• The Wine Cellar (183 Karangahape Rd.; 09/377-8293; www.the-wine-cellar-live-music-venue.business.site [URL inactive]; 5pm-midnight Mon.-Thurs., 5pm-1am Fri.-Sat.) is a favorite Auckland haunt. The brooding and badly lit bohemian affair links underground to the equally grungy Whammy Bar (09/377-3004; 8:30pm-close Wed.-Sat.) and hosts regular gigs. Enter through St. Kevin’s Arcade.


• If hip-hop and house music are more your thing, head to Neck of the Woods (155 Karangahape Rd.; 09/320-5221; www.neckofthewoods.co.nz; 10pm-4am Fri.-Sat.) and dance into the early hours with a fashionable clientele.


• Few Auckland bars boast as legendary a status as the louche Bamboo Tiger Akl/Shanghai Lil’s (335 Karangahape Rd.; 5pm-close Wed.-Sat.), a timeless watering hole furnished in the manner of a luxurious opium den. It was originally opened as a gay bar, but everyone is welcome and everyone goes.





PONSONBY


Bars


Chapel Bar


147 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/360-0996; www.chapel.co.nz; noon-midnight Mon.-Thurs., noon-1am Fri.-Sat., noon-11pm Sun.


There are three certainties in life: death, taxes, and a well-dressed crowd spilling onto the street from the Chapel Bar. It’s not the most imaginative selection of tap beers in town, but the lively atmosphere more than makes up for it, along with a menu of lip-smacking bar snacks.


The Ponsonby Social Club


152 Ponsonby Rd.; 09/361-2320; www.ponsonbysocialclub.co.nz [URL inactive]; 5pm-close daily


The Ponsonby Social Club is elegant and understated, with minimal decor and maximum cool. The hippest hangout on the hip Ponsonby strip sports an inventive roofless indoor-outdoor area and friendly staff. Live bands and DJs set the tone.


Cocktail Bars


Deadshot


45 Ponsonby Rd.; www.deadshot.co.nz; 5pm-2am daily


As the night progresses, many of the cool kids head to the hard-to-find Deadshot, a riff on an old-school speakeasy. Behind a discreet doorway lies a brooding bar replete with booth seating and vintage mirrors imported from Prague. The staff take great pride in the craft cocktails, and there’s regular live music.



Accommodations



Mid-range and high-end accommodations are plentiful in Auckland and are of superb standards. For travelers on a budget, your dollar will go a lot farther at inner-city hostels. Beds fill fast in summer; when visiting out of season, you may get some good discounts.


CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT


Under $100


YHA Auckland International


5 Turner St.; 09/302-8200; www.yha.co.nz; dorm $53-70, $127-137 s or d


A collection of some of the most comfortable budget CBD beds await at YHA Auckland International. The well-located, well-stocked lodgings boast a splendid natural light-filled dining area, free Wi-Fi, and free movies. Female-only dorms are available.



S Haka Lodge



373 Karangahape Rd.; 09/379-4559; www.hakalodges.com; dorm $48-70, $142-152 s or d


Haka Lodge is one of the best inner-city hostels. Solid wood bunks have personal power outlets, reading lights, and a storage locker. The decor is fashionable, the Wi-Fi unlimited, and there’s even a mini cinema room. The Quad Ensuite ($180) sleeps four. The K’ Road location is close to Ponsonby and the south end of Queen Street, but it’s a 20-minute walk to the waterfront. As with many inner-city hostels, street noise can be an issue in some rooms—ask for the free earplugs.


Attic Backpackers


31 Wellesley St. W.; 09/973-5887; www.atticbackpackers.co.nz; dorm $47-60, $80-90 s, $120-130 d


Just a block from Sky Tower, award-winning Attic Backpackers offers clean, modern budget accommodations—including female- and male-only dorms—with facilities like free Wi-Fi, security lockers, a book exchange, Sky TV, a barbecue, and a cool covered outdoor deck.
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