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How to use this book



¡Ponte al día! para Jamaica Edición NSC is a three-level course specifically written for Jamaican students with a learner-friendly approach to the acquisition of Spanish as a second language. The series encourages you to sensitively explore language within the contexts of Jamaican and Hispanic cultures. As you engage in exploring, analysing and comparing the real-life linguistic experiences of both Jamaican and Hispanic environments, you will learn the features of the language and the skills necessary to prepare for more advanced study at the CSEC and CAPE levels.


The series takes you on a linguistic and cultural voyage which explores the personal and economic benefits of acquiring Spanish as a language. Each textbook is therefore arranged in themed units and further sub-divided into lessons, which allow you to focus on specific elements of each theme.


Not only is the series aligned to the National Standards Curriculum, but it also fosters your development of the skills of the 21st-century student. Visit www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Ponte-al-dia-para-Jamaica to discover and make use of a wealth of additional resources including:





•  audio recordings which will help you to develop your conversational skills. As a bonus, you will also find the transcription for each audio recording



•  printable/downloadable supplementary materials which your teacher will direct you to use to support the individual and collaborative listening, speaking, reading and writing activities within the book.





Features
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Unidad 1 – El mundo hispano
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In this unit, you will learn the importance of studying Spanish and explore simple ways in which Spanish speakers communicate. Through working in groups, creating dialogues and practising classroom activities, you will learn greetings and farewells, classroom expressions and expressions of courtesy. You will also learn to communicate information about Hispanic countries.
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Lección 1 – ¿Cuáles son los países del mundo hispano?


Objetivos


In this lesson, you will learn how to:





•  Discuss reasons for learning Spanish.



•  Identify and name Spanish-speaking countries.



•  Pronounce the names of the Spanish-speaking countries correctly.
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¿Cuánto sabes?





a  Do you know which Spanish-speaking country is only 90 miles away from Jamaica?



b  How many Spanish-speaking countries make up the Hispanic world?
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Introducción


Look at the map. Jamaica is surrounded by countries where Spanish is the official language. You may want to visit or even live in one of these countries one day.
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Notas culturales


Fíjate en algunos de los beneficios de aprender español:
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Vocabulario
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aprender – to learn


hablar – to speak


obtener – to obtain


poder – to be able to


mejorar – to improve


hay – here is / there are


el beneficio – benefit


la función cerebral – brain function


los amigos – friends


otras culturas – other cultures


el trabajo – job


ganar – to earn


el dinero – money


investigar – to research
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Notas culturales


Two of the largest Spanish-speaking countries in South America are Colombia (about 46 million Spanish speakers) and Argentina (about 41 million Spanish speakers).
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¡Escribamos!





1  Look at the map again. Write the name of each Spanish-speaking country in your notebook.






¡Pronúncialo bien!



El alfabeto






	
a (a) – amigo

	
b (be) – bueno

	
c (ce) – cinco






	
d (de) – día

	
e (e) – español

	
f (efe) – fecha






	
g (ge) – goma

	
h (hache) – hola

	
i (i) – iglesia






	
j (jota) – Juan

	
k (ka) – kilo

	
l (ele) – lápiz






	
m (eme) – mamá

	
n (ene) – no

	
ñ (eñe) – ñoño






	
o (o) – octubre

	
p (pe) – pecho

	
q (cu) – que






	
r (erre) – regal

	
s (ese) – sala

	
t (te) – tomar






	
u (u) – uva

	
v (uve) – vamos

	
w (doble ve) – whisky






	
x (equis) – xilófono

	
y (i griega) – yo

	
z (zeta) – zapato







In Spanish, the letter g, when followed directly by e or i, has a soft sound. It is pronounced similarly to the English h. For example Argentina is pronounced ‘Ar–hen–tina’.
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2  Listen to the recording of the correct pronunciation of the letters of the alphabet in Spanish. Repeat each letter after you have listened to it.
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3  Listen to the recording of how Spanish-speaking country names are pronounced. Check if you have pronounced them correctly. Write the names of each country in your notebook.





Investigar





4  The Spanish-speaking world consists of countries where Spanish is the official language. How many of these countries can you identify?


Use an atlas and look up the names of countries in the Spanish-speaking world.
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Lección 2 – El español en Jamaica y en el Caribe



Objetivos


In this lesson, you will learn how to:





•  State simple facts about Hispanic countries.



•  Identify colours in Spanish.



•  Become familiar with the correct pronunciation of words in Spanish.
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¿Cuánto sabes?





a  Do you know how many countries in the world have Spanish as their official language?



b  How many of the colours in the flags of Spanish-speaking countries can you identify?
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Introducción


Melissa is from Jamaica. Her family plans on moving to Argentina, so she wants to get to know a little more about the differences and similarities between el mundo hispano and Jamaica.


She has a penpal from one of these countries and she is chatting to him online. Read the conversation and answer the questions that follow in English.
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Comprensión






a)  What element of the Argentinian flag was not described?



b)  What is the population of Argentina?



c)  As a percentage, how much larger is the population of Argentina compared to the population of Jamaica?



d)  Name one thing that both countries have in common.





Vocabulario
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la bandera – flag


los habitantes – population / inhabitants


un millón – million


hay – there is / there are


pequeño/a – little, small


grande – big, large


bonito/a / hermoso/a – pretty, beautiful


de verdad – really, seriously


¡Dios mío! – My God! / My goodness!
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Los colores
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amarillo – yellow


anaranjado – orange


azul – blue


blanco – white


gris – grey


marrón – brown


morado – purple


rojo – red


rosado – pink


negro – black


verde – green
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Gramática


When colours qualify a noun, they function as adjectives. Therefore, the colour must agree with the gender of the noun it describes. So, when the noun ends in an a (feminine) or o (masculine), the colour must agree with the noun and also end in an a or o.


For example:





•  La bandera de Argentina es azul y blanca.



•  La bandera de Jamaica es negra, verde y amarilla.







¡Hablemos!






1  Work with a partner. Look again at the map in Lesson 1. Practise asking each other questions about basic information regarding the different countries. For example:







    •  ¿Cuál es la capital de…?


    •  ¿Cuáles son los colores de la bandera de…?


    •  ¿Cuántas habitantes hay en…?





¡Pronúncialo bien!


Unlike English, vowels in Spanish do not change their sound, regardless of where they appear in a word.


A – is always pronounced a as in father.


E – is always pronounced e as in egg.


I – is always pronounced i as in ink.


O – is always pronounced o as in odd.


U – is always pronounced u as in put.
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2  Listen to the recording of the vowels A–E–I–O–U, and practise pronouncing them.



3  Listen to the recording of the song El viejo MacDonald tenía una granja. Write the vowel sounds in your notebook.






Lección 3 – ¿Cómo estás (tú)?



Objetivos


In this lesson, you will learn how to:





•  Greet the teacher and your classmates as well as bid them farewell.



•  Use common expressions of courtesy.



•  Distinguish between familiar and formal ways of addressing people.





Introducción


Melissa’s family has just moved from Jamaica to the capital of Argentina. It is her first week at her new school. She knows a little Spanish, but still has a lot to learn about her new school and country. She has made a new friend, Manuel, who is helping her to learn the ins and outs of her new school and country.
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¿Cuánto sabes?





a  Do you know how to greet someone in Spanish at different times of the day?



b  Do you know how to ask someone how they are?
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¡Escuchemos!
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1  Listen to the recording of the dialogue and follow it in the text below.
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Comprensión



In English answer the questions below in your notebook:





a)  Can you identify two different ways of asking someone how they are from the dialogue?



b)  How do you think Melissa is feeling?



c)  Imagine that you are a new student in a Spanish-speaking country and someone asks you ¿Cómo estás? How would you tell them that you are nervous?



d)  How does Manuel introduce Melissa to Mr Ortiz?



e)  How does Mr Ortiz say to Melissa that he is pleased to meet her?





Vocabulario
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Buenos días. – Good morning.


Buenas tardes. – Good afternoon.


Buenas noches – Good night.


¿Estás lista? – Are you ready?


¿Cómo está(s)? – How are you?


¿Cómo te / le va? – How is it going?


Estoy bien, gracias. – I am fine, thank you.


Me voy bien. – I am well.


Adiós. – Good bye.


Mucho gusto. – Pleased to meet you.


una estudiante nueva – new female student


la escuela – school
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Gramática


Subject pronouns help us to understand the different forms of the verbs used when talking to different people in Spanish, for example:


(Yo) – I


(Tú) – You


(Él, ella, usted) – He, she, you (polite)


Note the different forms of the verb estar used in the dialogue when asking ‘how are you’ and the person’s response:


Yo estoy bien.


¿Cómo estás (tú)?


¿Cómo está (usted)?


You will see that subject pronouns usually fall away in Spanish. When they are used, it is usually for emphasis. As your Spanish skills improve, you will also start omitting subject pronouns.


¡Escribamos!





2  Melissa is trying to learn the names of her teachers. She has decided to arrive at her classes early, introduce herself and ask the teachers their names. Complete the dialogues below:






	
Melissa:


	Buenas tardes, profesora.






	Profesora:

	Buenas tardes. ¿Como te llamas?






	Melissa:

	Me ……………. Soy estudiante nueva de Jamaica. ¿Como …………… ……………usted?






	Profesora:

	Me ……………Señora Gonzales. Soy profesora de inglés.






	Melissa:

	Buenas tardes, profesor.






	Profesor:

	Buenas tardes. ¿Como te ……………?






	Melissa:

	Me llamo Melissa. Soy estudiante nueva de Jamaica. ¿ …………… …………… ……………usted?






	Profesor:

	Me llamo Señor Luis. Soy profesor de matemáticas.








3  It is lunch time and Melissa is getting to know her classmates.


In your notebook, complete the two dialogues below with suitable phrases in Spanish:






	Cristina:

	Hola, ……………. ¿Cómo ……………?






	Melissa:

	Me ……………Melissa.






	Cristina:

	
……………gusto, Melissa.






	Melissa:

	Encantada.











	Pablo:

	
……………días. ¿ …………… ……………va?






	Melissa:

	
……………va bien. ¿Y a ti?






	Pablo:

	
…………….










¡Hablemos!





4  Practise having conversations similar to those in the dialogue above. Move around the classroom and practise greeting your classmates. In Spanish ask their names and how they are.
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Notas culturales


Look at the dialogue again. Do you notice the difference in how Manuel asks Melissa how she is, compared to how he asks the teacher?


In Spanish, selecting the appropriate form of you, is important when speaking to an adult or a person in authority. When speaking to an adult or person in authority, it is important to use usted. With your family, friends or peers, you would use tú.


To recap, both subject pronouns mean you, but are used differently depending on the person that you are speaking to. In other words:


Tú is the familiar form of you used when talking to friends or family.


Usted is the polite form of you used when talking to adults or people in authority.
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Gramática


Note when Manuel is asking Melissa “How are you?”, he uses the familiar form “¿Cómo estás tú?”, but when asking Mr Ortiz, he uses the polite form “¿Cómo está usted?”


The same rules of selecting the polite and familiar forms apply to asking someone their name:


¿Como te llamas tu? – What is your name? (familiar)


¿Como se llama usted? – What is your name? (polite)


The response is the same: “Me llamo…”



¡Pronúncialo bien!
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5  In Spanish, ll is pronounced similar to y in English, so llamas is pronounced ‘yamas’.


In Spanish, ñ is pronounced as ‘ny’ in the word canyon. Señor is pronounced ‘senyor’.


Listen to the recording and repeat.





¡Practiquemos!
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6  Listen to the recording and try to respond appropriately in Spanish to the following prompts:







    a)  Hola. (…)


    b)  Buenas tardes. (…)


    c)  ¿Cómo estás? (…)


    d)  ¿Cómo te llamas? (…)





Investigar





7  Melissa has moved to the capital of Argentina. Do you know what the capital of Argentina is? Do you know the capitals of any other Spanish-speaking countries?



8  Work in your groups. Draw a table in your notebook with two columns labelled País and Capital as the column headings. Make a list of the 21 Spanish-speaking countries and their capitals. Share the information with other groups to complete the table.






Lección 4 – Las reglas de la clase



Objetivos


In this lesson, you will learn how to:





•  Communicate commonly used classroom requests in Spanish, such as asking permission to go to the bathroom.



•  Use appropriate common courtesies when speaking to your teacher and classmates in Spanish.





Introducción
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Classroom language



In Spanish, there are some statements and requests that you will need to understand, learn and use as part of daily practice in the classroom.


Become familiar with and start practising, and using the phrases below:
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¿Puedo ir al baño, por favor? – May I go to the bathroom, please?


¿Puedo ir a beber agua, por favor? – May I go and drink some water, please?


Repita (usted) / repite (tú), por favor. – Please repeat.


Levanta la mano. – Raise your hand.


¡Silencio, por favor! – Silence, please!


¡Siéntate, por favor! – Sit down, please!


¡Levántate, por favor! – Stand, please!


¡Borra la pizarra! – Clean the blackboard!


Permiso. – Excuse me.


Lo siento. – I am sorry. / I apologise.


Gracias. – Thank you.
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Gramática


The verb poder is often used when making requests and seeking permission.


There are many things to learn about poder. For now, we focus on learning about the different forms of poder when asking for permission and responding to requests in the classroom.


For example:






	Statement

	Question






	(Yo) puedo – I may

	¿Puedo? – May I?






	(Tú) puedes – You may

	¿Puedes? – Could you?






	(Él, ella, usted) puede – he, she, you [polite] may

	¿Puede? – Could he, she, you [polite]?







¡Escribamos!





1  In your notebook, write suitable answers for these situations in Spanish:







    a)  You are in your Spanish class and you need to go to the bathroom. What do you say to the teacher?


    b)  A group of students are standing at the classroom door and you would like to get past. What do you say to them?


    c)  Your class is getting noisy and the teacher wants you to settle down. What does the teacher say to you?


    d)  A question was asked in class and you did not hear the question clearly. What do you say to the teacher?
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