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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every April baby . . .


Find out which names for your April baby have connotations of renewal, learn what is meant by a gift of primroses, daisies and wood sorrel, and discover who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Charlotte Brontë, Leonardo da Vinci or Alexander the Great?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood


. . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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YOUR baby has arrived. Telephone bells have been ringing, messages have passed from mouth to mouth, and all the questions have been asked and some of them answered. How is she? Did she have a bad time? Is it a boy or a girl? What colour are the eyes? Is there any hair? What did it weigh when it was born? And now the day has come when you are to be allowed visitors, and at once the problem arises, what present shall be brought to you?


April has never been an easy month for flowers, perhaps because Easter, usually in April, sucks in so many for church decorations. There are of course primroses, jonquils, and polyanthus, but likely enough mother and baby have received so many of these, that long ago all the suitably sized vases and pots have been used up. Tulips are on the market, but they are still expensive, and there is something most disheartening about spending rather more than you can afford, only to find that the room or ward already looks like an exhibition stand at the Chelsea Flower Show.


If most of us gave way to our inclinations we would, on hearing the baby has arrived, rush off to the nearest toy shop, and buy the silkiest, fluffiest toy we can see. Each year at Christmas time, men and women in search of space-ships, guns, and brain-searching games, can be seen casting longing glances at the soft toy department, unable to find an excuse to look because there isn’t a baby. Now that reason no longer exists, what fun to choose something enchanting. But does mother really want that real fur white rabbit with pink velvet ears? For baby doesn’t, and won’t for a long while yet. It is hard to resist that lion cub, it will look so sweet lying on the pramcover. But will it lie on the pramcover, or will it be put away until baby is old enough to enjoy it? No, soft toys are out.
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