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Dawn Days
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Chapter One


A Sunrise Surprise


Aisha and Emily peeked out of the flap of their tent into the dark night. They wore the new onesies that they’d found laid out last night on their sleeping bags as a holiday surprise. Both onesies were covered in a unicorn print. Aisha’s had a silver unicorn horn dangling from her hood. Emily’s had a gold horn.


They’d arrived at Daffodil Dunes Campsite yesterday afternoon for a weekend away with Emily’s parents. It was their first time camping and it had been such fun to sleep in a tiny tent all by themselves. They’d chattered long into the night over a midnight feast of chocolate chip cookies.
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This morning’s special treat was an exciting one. The four of them had agreed to wake up early to see the sun rise! Outside it was dark right now, but they knew that soon the sun would peek over the horizon. The sky would turn into a blaze of colour and all the birds would start singing! Emily’s dad had brought his bird-spotting book especially, to take notes.


“Come on, girls!” Emily’s dad said, emerging from his tent next door. “It’s nearly time.”


Emily and Aisha had never seen a sunrise before – not here, anyway! Of course, in Enchanted Valley they’d often seen the sparkling sun rising over a magical world. That was a kingdom that only the two best friends knew about – a place full of unicorns and mermaids, dragons and all sorts of magical creatures.


The two of them scrambled out of their tent. By the light from her phone’s torch, Emily’s mum started pouring hot chocolate into mugs.


But just as they were about to join the adults, Emily noticed something out of the corner of her eye – two glowing dots that shone from the pockets of their onesies. Emily shared a glance with Aisha.


“Brrrr!” Emily called to her parents. “We’re just going back for a blanket.”


Inside the tent again, they pulled out the keyrings from their pockets. The keyrings had been given to them by their unicorn friend, Aurora. She was the queen of Enchanted Valley. Aurora used the keyrings to call on the girls when the creatures of the valley needed help.


“I hope it’s not that awful Selena,” Aisha whispered. Selena was a bad unicorn, determined to steal Queen Aurora’s power and rule Enchanted Valley for herself. The girls knew she would turn it into a horrible place to live.
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Emily peeked back out of the tent where her mum and dad had settled down to watch the sun rise. “They’ll never notice we’ve gone,” she said. Time didn’t pass in the human world when they were in Enchanted Valley – even on holiday!
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The two girls clutched their keyrings and brought the unicorn horns together. In an instant, they were surrounded by a glittery cloud of sparkles. The ground disappeared from beneath their feet as they floated up into the air. Their bodies felt as light as feathers! Then they drifted down and felt their feet come to rest on grass.


As the sparkles faded, they saw they were on a slope of lawn beside Aurora’s beautiful, golden palace. The dawn sun glowed weakly above its twisting turrets, which looked like unicorn horns.


Before the palace stood Queen Aurora, smiling down at them. Her coat was all the different colours of the sunrise – just like the one they’d been about to see back home! Pink and orange, red and purple. Around her neck she wore the powerful Friendship locket. Beside her stood a small creature, its eyes crinkled in a toothy grin. It looked rather like a groundhog – almost like a large squirrel – but covered in feathers instead of fur, and with a fluffy tail.
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The friends went to greet Aurora, putting their arms around her.


“We’re so happy to see you again!” cried Emily.


“How can we help?” asked Aisha, pulling back. She was sure they were here to do something important. “Is it Selena again?”


“No.” Queen Aurora shook her head, her mane sparkling. “I brought you here to introduce you to Philip – he’s a featherhog.”


Philip cleared his throat and lifted the tip of his chin into the air, his downy feathers wavering in the breeze. He began to talk in a loud, careful voice as though addressing a huge crowd. “You’re here for a very special reason.Very special indeed.”
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He seemed so grand that Emily wondered if she and Aisha should drop into a curtsey! Then Philip’s face split into a grin and the next thing they knew, he was hopping from foot to foot, punching the air with every word that came next. “You’re here for our Spring Beginnings Festival!” He stopped his dance, paws still raised in the air, his eyes shining. “That is, if you’d like to come?”


The two friends shared a glance, their faces flushed with delight. Philip wasn’t grand at all. He was just excited – and so were they!


“Yes, please!” Aisha and Emily cried.
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Chapter Two


A New Friend


Queen Aurora’s delicate hooves left a trail of prints in the frost. The girls ran to catch up with her, their breath sending out smoky clouds.


“I like your outfits,” Aurora said, with a smile, as the girls showed her the unicorn horns on their hoods.


“They’re lovely and warm too,” said Emily.


“That’s good,” said Aurora. “I know it’s cold at the moment, but that’s where Philip will help us. It’s his job to wake up Sweetblossom.”


Aisha frowned. “I don’t understand. Why would that make the weather warmer?”


The queen gave a beautiful smile. “Sweetblossom is the unicorn in charge of starting springtime,” she explained.


“And once that’s begun,” piped up Philip, “the festival can begin, too.You’ll see!” He hopped along beside Aurora, his long, feathery tail streaming out behind him.


“Where are we going?’ asked Aisha.


“To Dapplelight Wood,” Philip said. “That’s where Sweetblossom hibernates.” He puffed his chest out proudly. “My family is in charge of waking her each year, and this year it’s my turn! My mum and dad say I’m old enough now. It’s a great honour, you know!”
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“I’m sure it is,” said Emily, winking at Aisha. Philip was taking his job very seriously.


Philip clapped his paws together. “Spring Beginnings is a very important day. It’s the day when all the spring babies will be born.”


“And?” Aurora prompted him, her eyes twinkling beneath her long eyelashes.


“And I am going to have a baby brother!” Philip cried. He suddenly stopped in his tracks, and Aisha and Emily nearly stumbled into him.


“What is it?” Aisha asked, looking around. “Is something wrong?”


“I just realised,” Philip said. “I haven’t got my new brother a present.” His little brow creased in a frown, his feathery eyebrows sinking over his eyes. “I’m the worst brother in the world.” He flumped on to the ground, his head drooping so low that his nose disappeared amongst the feathers of his little round tummy.


“Oh no!” Emily knelt down beside him. “I promise you’re not.”


“And we’ll help you get him something,” Aisha added, patting his head gently.


Philip looked at the girls hopefully. “What do you think I should get him?”


Aisha and Emily shared a glance, thinking.


“A rattle?” Aisha suggested.


“A blanket?” Emily said.


Philip shook his head. “He already has those things as family hand-me-downs. I want to give him something special and all his own.” He wrapped his arms around himself and anxiously tugged at his feathers. “Oh, what could it be?”


The two girls came to put their arms around him until they were in a giant, feathery hug! They squeezed him tight until his feathers tickled their noses and made them burst out into laughter.


“We’ll think of something!” Aisha said. “Don’t worry.”


Philip cheered up, looking around again and sniffing the air. “Tally ho!” He pointed a paw in the direction of some far distant trees and bounded ahead of them.
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Emily and Aisha stood on the edge of Dapplelight Wood. The early-morning light cast the trees in a golden glow. Along with Queen Aurora and Philip, they stepped beneath the trees and listened to the birdsong as the dawn chorus began. It was as though the whole forest had woken up to welcome them.


“These birds’ songs are very different to the ones back home!” Aisha exclaimed.


“I think that’s because the birds are different,” said Emily, as she gazed up into the treetops.


[image: images]


“That’s a Starling!” Philip said, pointing. Sure enough, a small bird of purple and green flew through the air leaving a trail of glittering stars behind it. Emily wished she had her dad’s bird-spotting notepad, so that she could draw a quick sketch.
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the season perfect for
everyone to enjoy.
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