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Accidents



Electricity can be dangerous. My nephew tried to stick a penny into a plug. Whoever said a penny doesn’t go far didn’t see him shoot across that floor. I told him he was grounded.


Tim Allen


Sorry I poured three pints of strong European lager over you – it was an accident.


Becky (Rachael Stirling), Detectorists


Why do people in the media always focus on the negative side of things, when so much of what happens at this leisure centre is a success story? Last year, six hundred people visited this centre and nearly five hundred returned home without any loss of life or serious injury.


Gordon Brittas (Chris Barrie), The Brittas Empire


There are no accidents. God’s just trying to remain anonymous.


Brett Butler


Speed has never killed anyone. Suddenly becoming stationary, that’s what gets you.


Jeremy Clarkson


Last night I reached for my liquid Viagra but accidentally drank from a bottle of Tipp-Ex instead. I woke up this morning with a huge correction.


Alan Davies


Through no fault of his own, my uncle crashed his car into a lemon tree. He is still bitter and twisted.


Stewart Francis


When I finished high school I wanted to take all my graduation money and buy myself a motorcycle. But my mom said, ‘No’. See, she had a brother who died in a horrible motorcycle accident when he was eighteen. And I could just have his motorcycle.


Anthony Jeselnik


(of the crew of the Titanic): I would imagine that in a sinking situation, you’d hope to be getting time and a half.


Phill Jupitus, QI


BP has put more birds in oil than Colonel Sanders.


David Letterman


Arnold Rimmer (Chris Barrie): You’ve got a scar. When did you get that? Dave Lister (Craig Charles): Those complimentary pens that the hospital were giving out – you know, ‘Most accidents happen in the home, so be careful’ ones. I accidentally stabbed myself in the head with one.


Arnold: Where were you?


Dave: I wasn’t at home, so I didn’t feel stupid or anything.


Red Dwarf


Apparently fifty thousand people died from driving last year and ten thousand died from drinking. Yet only five hundred died from drink-driving. Then again, only two people died from drink-driving and juggling. I think that’s my safest way home then.


Lee Mack


(explaining why she can no longer dance): I had an unfortunate incident with an apple pie in a well-known fast food chain. I can’t tell you the name for libel reasons, but he was old . . . and he had a farm.


Beryl Merit (Rosalind Knight), Gimme Gimme Gimme


Ukraine announced plans to open Chernobyl, their nuclear disaster site, to tourists. They say it’s just like Disneyland, except the six-foot mouse is real.


Conan O’Brien


I bought the journal of the Titanic Society. It’s about a hundred pages, lots of stuff about the captain and how it was put together, but not one reference in the entire book to the fact that it sank. I love it when people are positive. With the Titanic Society, their ship is always half empty of water.


Frank Skinner, QI


After her accident, my nan had a plastic hip put in. But I thought they should have replaced it with a Slinky, ’cause if she did fall down the stairs again . . .


Steve Williams


I just got out of hospital. I was in a speed-reading accident. I hit a bookmark and flew across the room.


Steven Wright


If there is anything that this horrible tragedy can teach us, it’s that a male model’s life is a precious, precious commodity. Just because we have chiselled abs and stunning features, it doesn’t mean that we, too, can’t not die in a freak gasoline fight accident.


Derek Zoolander (Ben Stiller), Zoolander




Actors and Acting


I used to get the girl and the part. These days I’m lucky to get the part.


Sir Michael Caine, 2001/2


Theatre actors look down on film actors, who look down on TV actors. Thank God for reality shows or we wouldn’t have anybody to look down on.


George Clooney, 2008


One of the fringe benefits of my work is that I often get to see people close up I once thought were ten feet tall on movie screens – or ten inches tall on TV. Most of them turn out to be somewhere in between.


Billy Crystal, Absolutely Mahvelous


Danny Dyer hasn’t always been in EastEnders even though he feels like part of the furniture, especially when he’s trying to act.


Philomena Cunk (Diane Morgan), Cunk on Christmas


I did a little bit of research and between all the nominees here tonight, you’ve made fourteen hundred films. And you’ve gone to a total of six years of college.


Ellen DeGeneres, hosting the 2014 Academy Awards


Come on, if you don’t win tonight it doesn’t mean you’re not a good person. It just means you’re not a good actor.


Ellen DeGeneres


Whenever I see a respected actor in panto I always like to shout out, ‘It’s beneath you!’


Gary Delaney, Twitter


Acting is really about lying and, in my case, drinking coffee.


Johnny Depp


I always fasted on Yom Kippur. I still worked on the movie sets but I fasted. And let me tell you, it wasn’t easy making love to Lana Turner on an empty stomach.


Kirk Douglas


Just looking at all the wonderful faces here reminds me of some of the great work that was done this year . . . by cosmetic surgeons.


Ricky Gervais, hosting the 2010 Golden Globes


It’s going to be a night of partying and heavy drinking. Or as Charlie Sheen calls it, breakfast.


Ricky Gervais, hosting the 2011 Golden Globes


(introducing Robert Downey Jr): Many of you in this room probably know him best from such facilities as the Betty Ford Clinic and Los Angeles county jail . . .


Ricky Gervais, hosting the 2011 Golden Globes


My sister wanted to be an actress, but she never made it. She does live in a trailer. She got halfway. She’s an actress; she just never gets called to the set.


Mitch Hedberg


I lost a Tony award to Broadway legend Audra McDonald when I was twelve, so I’ve been a bitter bitch since before my first period.


Anna Kendrick, Scrappy Little Nobody


(to Charles Dance): Your fans are known as Charlie’s Angels. Is that because there are only three of them?


Sushil Kumar (Meera Syal), The Kumars at No. 42


People are falling all over themselves to send you free shoes and free cufflinks and colonic irrigations for two, but nobody ever offers you a free acceptance speech. There just seems to be a gap in the market. I would love to be able to pull out a speech by Dolce & Gabbana.


Hugh Laurie


I don’t think you can be really posh and be an interesting actor. I’m a bit of posh rough.


Damian Lewis


That’s what I love about you, Barbara, you’re one of us. You’re like a big film star, but you’re still common as muck!


Mrs Merton (Caroline Aherne) to Barbara Windsor, The Mrs Merton Show


When your leading ladies look like your granddaughter, it’s time to move on.


Sir Roger Moore


Movie acting suits me because I only need to be good for ninety seconds at a time.


Bill Murray


In this industry, there are only two ways up the ladder: rung by rung or claw your way to the top. It’s sure been tough on my nails.


Jack Nicholson


When people warned me there would be long periods out of work if I became an actor, I couldn’t keep a straight face because that was exactly what I had in mind.


Bill Nighy


Sean Connery has such a deep love of Scotland that he refuses to use anything other than a Scottish accent no matter what role he is taking.


Graham Norton


Katie Holmes is not a very good actress. Did you see her try and play John F. Kennedy’s wife? She was so bad he shot himself in it.


Joan Rivers


Ellen Barkin, you’ve always been ahead of your time. You were voted hottest woman over fifty at age thirty-six.


Jeff Ross


Theatricals can be irritating, but will provide a better night out than mobile phone salespeople.


Arthur Smith


Hugh [Laurie] is one of those people who manages to be lugubriously sexy – like a well-hung eel.


Emma Thompson


Raquel Turner (Tessa Peake-Jones): The tour doesn’t start for another three months.


Del Trotter (David Jason): Oh well, gives you plenty of time to meet more of them intelligent, sensitive actor people, doesn’t it?


Raquel: Derek, will you get it into your thick skull: I’m not trying to meet intelligent and sensitive people, I’m happy with you!


Only Fools and Horses


I’ve lost a lot of roles because of my height. I’m six-foot-three in heels. Producers are short and I was never their sexual fantasy.


Sigourney Weaver


They say an actor is only as good as his parts; well, my parts have done me pretty well, darling!


Barbara Windsor





Advice



Keep the fights clean and the sex dirty.


Kevin Bacon, on the basis for a happy marriage


Advice for when a child under four is having a tantrum is, ‘Throw some water on them’. I tried it and my kid screamed even more. His mum said I shouldn’t have used the kettle.


John Bishop


Never do today that which will become someone else’s responsibility tomorrow.


David Brent (Ricky Gervais), The Office


Don’t assume. It makes an ‘ass’ out of ‘u’ and ‘me’.


David Brent (Ricky Gervais), The Office


My mum told me the best time to ask my dad for anything was during sex. Not the best advice I’d ever been given. I burst in through the bedroom door saying, ‘Can I have a new bike?’ He was very upset. His secretary was surprisingly nice about it. I got the bike.


Jimmy Carr


Never come out to your father in a moving vehicle.


Kate Clinton


Never make a decision when you need to pee.


Leonard Cohen, Beautiful Losers


Never follow anyone else’s path, unless you’re in the woods and you’re lost and you see a path. Then by all means follow that path.


Ellen DeGeneres


The only advice I ever got from my dad is this: sex is like pizza, even when it’s bad, you still gotta pay for it.


Nick Di Paolo


The one thing you shouldn’t do is tell a cab driver how to get somewhere.


Jimmy Fallon


When you encounter seemingly good advice that contradicts other seemingly good advice, ignore them both.


Al Franken, Oh, the Things I Know!


Live each day as if it were the last day of your life because, so far, it is.


Richard Jeni


Write the name of someone you hate on your body every day in permanent marker, so no matter how you die they’ll become a suspect.


Mark Leggett, Twitter


A bit of advice: never read a pop-up book about giraffes.


Sean Lock


In a sexual situation, never use cute language when you can be obscene and insulting. (I mean insulting to her dignity – ‘Get over that bed. You know you want it,’ rather than ‘Ooh, I think you’ve got a spot coming.’)


Victoria Coren Mitchell


Don’t play dead with a vulture. That’s exactly what they want.


Kevin Nealon


Don’t put your trust in revolutions. They always come around again. That’s why they’re called revolutions.


Sir Terry Pratchett, Night Watch


My dad used to say: ‘Keep your chin up, son.’ He once broke his jaw walking into a lamp-post.


Adam Sandler


Wear only a towel around your waist and you can get into just about anywhere if you just repeat, ‘So sorry, so sorry’ and keep moving forward.


Ted Travelstead, Twitter


If you’re behind someone at an ATM at night, let them know you’re not a threat by gently kissing their neck.


Bridger Winegar, Twitter


Worried that your teeth will be stained after a heavy night drinking red wine? Drink a bottle of white wine before going to bed, to remove the stains.


Top Tips, Viz




Age and Ageing


Mary Albright (Jane Curtin): When men get grey hair, they look distinguished. When women get grey hair, they look old.


Dick Solomon (John Lithgow): When women get breasts, they look sexy. When men get breasts, they look old.


Mary: Good point!


3rd Rock from the Sun


Birthdays are nature’s way of telling us to eat more cake.


Jo Brand


After a certain age you get the face you deserve.


Joan Collins


After fifty, you have to stop seeing your heart as a muscle and more as an unexploded bomb.


Hal Cruttenden


Women your age are more likely to be mauled at the zoo than get married.


Jack Donaghy (Alec Baldwin), 30 Rock


Sex for the woman in her fifties is a bit like making your own pastry; you know you should, but you’re not sure if you can be bothered.


Jenny Eclair


I’m stuck in that awkward in-between stage where my hair is just starting to fall out but I’m still maintaining my youthful acne.


Greg Fitzsimmons


I’m twenty-six and my girlfriend is thirty-six. Is ten years’ age gap a big difference to have sex? Because her sixteen-year-old sister is hot!


Micky Flanagan


I don’t need you to remind me of my age. I have a bladder to do that for me.


Stephen Fry


I thought when I was forty-one, I would be married with kids. Well, to be honest, I thought I would be married with weekend access.


Sean Hughes


Age to women is like Kryptonite to Superman.


Kathy Lette


The way to stay young is to have early nights, give up booze and lie your head off about how old you are.


Kathy Lette


Having sex with men in their thirties is generally much better, but you’ve got to rub their legs afterwards for cramp.


Sarah Millican


I’m at the age where I don’t have to kiss arse or play nice!


Sharon Osbourne


Adulthood is probably when you stop taking drugs to trip out and start taking drugs to feel normal.


Kelly Oxford, Twitter


Joan Collins lies about her age so much, we should have her body carbon-dated.


Joan Rivers


Ed, have you noticed that the older you get, the younger your girlfriends get? Soon you’ll be dating sperm.


Mitch Robbins (Billy Crystal), City Slickers


Forty is only young if you die at forty. Or if you’re sleeping with Cher.


Chris Rock


I’m going to be fifty this year. Soon I’m going to meet somebody around my own age, and she’s going to be smart and beautiful, and I’m going to date her daughter.


Bob Saget


I’m at the age now where the roles reverse with my parents. I go shopping with them and it’s like trying to organise little ducklings. They’re wandering all over.


Jerry Seinfeld


I keep reading that I’m over the hill sexually. I don’t even remember having a sexual peak when I was nineteen; I just remember apologising a lot.


Jeff Stilson


I’ve started wearing cardigans and saying things like, ‘Whoops-a-daisy’ and, when I take a first sip of tea, ‘Ooh, that hits the spot!’


Gary Strang (Martin Clunes), Men Behaving Badly


You know your girlfriend is too young when she’ll do everything in bed but go upside-down, because it’s too scary.


Daniel Tosh


God, you look old, Sue! If you weren’t talking, I might try and bury you.


Jill Tyrell (Julia Davis), Nighty Night


My father was never proud of me. One day he asked me, ‘How old are you?’ I said, ‘I’m five.’ He said, ‘When I was your age, I was six.’


Steven Wright




Air Travel


It can hardly be a coincidence that no language on Earth has ever produced the expression, ‘As pretty as an airport.’


Douglas Adams, The Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul


The only way to explain how some people dress for the airport is they think no one else will be there.


Andy Borowitz


Unsettling things to hear from the cockpit of a plane: ‘This is your captain speaking, we’re out at the moment, please leave a message after the tone.’


Rory Bremner, Mock the Week


This is just a hunch, but I bet airplanes think helicopters are assholes.


Dana Gould


On a flight to Belfast, I was upgraded to business class. I was a bit scared. I thought, ‘Will I have to play golf?’


Jeremy Hardy


I wonder how long it will be until airlines aren’t only charging for physical baggage, but for emotional baggage too. Not that it’d bother me. I’m fine. Just ask my dad. WHO’S NEVER THERE!


Tegan Higginbotham


I’m absolutely terrified of flying. I don’t mean nervous. I don’t mean jumpy. I mean sobbing as the plane taxis down the runway. I mean strangers offering to hold my hand. I mean people ten rows behind going: ‘Is that the woman from Have I Got News For You shouting the Lord’s Prayer at the drinks trolley?’


Victoria Coren Mitchell


Experience has taught me that you feel better on a flight if you avoid chicken fat in plastic sauce.


Sir Terry Pratchett


On the plane across the aisle from us was a baby boy who, though tiny in stature, had a crying scream so piercing, it was annoying people on other planes.


Paul Reiser


Chocolates, perfume, cigarettes, alcohol: the airport duty-free shop is like a Loose Women theme park.


Frank Skinner, Room 101


Much of my dislike for aviation stems from the associated language. I don’t like to depart from somewhere labelled ‘terminal’ and I hate the idea of a ‘non-stop’ flight.


Sandi Toksvig, The Chain of Curiosity


Airports are one of the few places where you can be sat in a Wetherspoons on your own, on a Sunday, and not feel like life hasn’t turned out right.


Jack Whitehall


If God had intended us to fly he would have made it easier to get to the airport.


Jonathan Winters




Alcohol


It’s scotch whisky, Glenlivet, single malt. When you die, you’ll go to heaven, say ‘Hello’ to God. And when God says ‘Hello’ to you, this is what you’ll smell on his breath.


Artie (Rip Torn), The Larry Sanders Show


Eggnog, who thought that one up? ‘I want to get a little drunk, but I also want some pancakes.’


Dave Attell


Lucille Bluth (Jessica Walter): Get me a vodka rocks.


Michael Bluth (Jason Bateman): Mom, it’s breakfast.


Lucille: And a piece of toast.


Arrested Development


Beer with no alcohol – what a waste. That’s like a nun with a D-cup.


Brett Butler


I think the warning labels on alcohol beverages are too bland. They should be more vivid. Here is one I would suggest: ‘Alcohol will turn you into the same asshole your father was.’


George Carlin, When Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops?


I’ve had my run-ins with booze; it’s well-documented. So what I can say from experience is that it takes a lot of guts and perseverance and courage to stop drinking. Which is why I haven’t.


Jack Dee


For the past seventeen years, I have been experimenting with lager. I am a lager user and one drug leads to another. If you do lager, as night follows day, you’ll end up doing Kentucky Fried Chicken.


Ben Elton


The closest thing I have to a nutritionist is the Carlsberg beer company.


Colin Farrell


When you don’t drink, people always need to know why. They’re like: ‘You don’t drink? Why?’ This never happens with anything else. ‘You don’t use mayonnaise? Why? Are you addicted to mayonnaise? Is it OK if I use mayonnaise?’


Jim Gaffigan


Why do you need a driver’s licence to buy liquor when you’re not supposed to drink and drive?


Gallagher


I like a drink as much as the next man. Unless the next man is Mel Gibson.


Ricky Gervais


(after a customer uses the word ‘alcoholic’): Old man, you know we don’t use the ‘A’ word in here. We refer to them as the ‘Liquid crusaders fighting the holy war against the teetotal Taliban’.


Guv (Al Murray), Time Gentlemen Please


I went out with a guy who once told me I didn’t need to drink to make myself more fun to be around. I told him, ‘I’m drinking so that you’re more fun to be around.’


Chelsea Handler


Alcohol is like pouring smiles on your brain.


Chris Hardwick


(to his nephew Jake): Alcohol is for people who can afford to lose some brain cells.


Charlie Harper (Charlie Sheen), Two and a Half Men


There are these machines now that tell you when to stop drinking. They’re called cashpoint machines.


Harry Hill


I did have a drinking problem. Southern Comfort tasted quite nice; ordinary Comfort tasted like fabric softener.


Milton Jones


Ever have trouble opening a bottle of champagne? My advice: hit it with a ship. I’ve seen people do that. It works.


Russell Kane


In Alaska, it’s illegal to give an alcoholic beverage to a moose. How lonely are the guys in Alaska? If you’re with a moose, wouldn’t you want to be the drunk one?


Jay Leno


Sam Malone (Ted Danson): How’s a beer sound, Norm?


Norm Peterson (George Wendt): I don’t know. I usually finish them before they get a word in.


Cheers


There are better things in life than alcohol, but it makes up for not having them.


Sir Terry Pratchett


A weekend without drinking is no big deal. I did it that time I was in an alcohol-induced coma.


Homer Simpson (Dan Castellaneta), The Simpsons


Darling, if you want to talk bollocks and discover the meaning of life, you’re better off downing a bottle of whisky. At least that way, you’re unconscious by the time you start to take yourself seriously.


Patsy Stone (Joanna Lumley), Absolutely Fabulous


That’s like saying Prada are just shoes, or vodka is just a morning beverage.


Karen Walker (Megan Mullally), Will & Grace


Somebody’s gotta be the designated drinker.


Karen Walker (Megan Mullally), Will & Grace


Ben Doucette (Gregory Hines): Let’s talk wine. Karen, have you any preferences?


Karen Walker: Honey, I’d suck the alcohol out of a deodorant stick, so you’re asking the wrong gal, OK?


Will & Grace


The easiest way to tell the difference between a chardonnay and a sauvignon blanc is to read the bottle.


Bradley Walsh


My friends drink real ale, so I know how much better they are than me.


Josh Widdicombe




Allergies


I can give you the cause of anaphylactic shock in a nutshell.


Gary Delaney


We just found out my little brother has a peanut allergy, which is very serious I know. But still I feel like my parents are totally overreacting. They caught me eating a tiny bag of airline peanuts and they kicked me out of his funeral.


Anthony Jeselnik


When the boys at school found out I had a potentially fatal peanut allergy, they used to hold me up against a wall and play Russian roulette with a bag of Revels.


Milton Jones


My dad’s allergic to cotton. He has pills he can take but he can’t get them out of the bottle.


Brian Kiley


There is always someone worse off than yourself. At least you are not a monkey with an allergy to nuts.


Miles Kington


Margaret Tate (Sandra Bullock): What am I allergic to?


Andrew Paxton (Ryan Reynolds): Pine nuts and the full spectrum of human emotion.


The Proposal


We got so much food in America we’re allergic to food. Allergic to food! Hungry people ain’t allergic to shit. You think anyone in Rwanda’s got a lactose intolerance?


Chris Rock


I’m allergic to rocks hitting me in the face.


Mike Rowe




Ambition


Keep the dream alive: hit the snooze button.


Anon


I used to want to be a movie star so I wouldn’t have to live in trailers anymore. And now that I make movies, I spend a lot of my life living in trailers.


Roseanne Barr


If you find yourself born in Barnsley and then set your sights on being Virginia Woolf, it is not going to be roses all the way.


Alan Bennett


As a child I wanted to be abducted by aliens.


Russell Brand


I like when a woman has ambition. It’s like seeing a dog wearing clothes.


Jack Donaghy (Alec Baldwin), 30 Rock


I’m sick of following my dreams: I’m just going to ask them where they are going and hook up with them later.


Mitch Hedberg


I want to succeed in America where, unlike Britain, they do not regard ambition as being the same as eating babies.


Eddie Izzard


Resolution 1: will obviously lose twenty pounds. 2: always put last night’s panties in the laundry basket. Equally important: will find nice sensible boyfriend and stop forming romantic attachments to any of the following: alcoholics, workaholics, sexaholics, commitment phobics, peeping toms, megalomaniacs, emotional fuckwits or perverts.


Bridget Jones (Renée Zellweger), Bridget Jones’s Diary


Make a sex tape, upload it, get on a reality show, release a perfume, retire – that’s the new American dream.


Natasha Leggero


It’s easier to put on slippers than to carpet the whole world.


Stuart Smalley (Al Franken), Stuart Saves His Family


I always wanted to open a delicatessen in Jerusalem and call it Cheeses of Nazareth.


Sandi Toksvig




America


I am tired of hearing discrimination against Americans. Everybody hates Americans until they need to watch a good film, listen to some decent hip hop or go to war. What do you get when you add sunshine and personal space to a Brit? An American. Add health care and education and you get a Canadian.


Dana Alexander


When you move to New York, you realise it’s not a melting pot at all. It’s actually a bunch of pots that want to live next to their own kinds of pots and not talk to other pots.


Nate Bargatze


During the warm season (8 and 9 August), Maine is a true ‘vacation paradise’, offering visitors a chance to jump into crystal-clear mountain lakes and see if they can get back out again before their bodily tissue is frozen as solid as a supermarket turkey.


Dave Barry, Dave Barry’s Only Travel Guide You’ll Ever Need


In New York, tip the taxicab driver forty dollars if he does not mention his haemorrhoids.


Dave Barry


Just get on any major highway and eventually it will dead-end in a Disney parking area large enough to have its own climate, populated by large nomadic families who have been trying to find their cars since the Carter administration.


Dave Barry


Some people say America is not ready for a black president. But I know America to be a forward-thinking country, because otherwise would you have let that retarded cowboy fella be president for eight years? We were very impressed. We thought it was nice of you to let him have a go because in England, he wouldn’t be trusted with a pair of scissors.


Russell Brand, hosting the 2008 MTV Video Music Awards


Stand on two phone books almost anywhere in Iowa and you get a view.


Bill Bryson, The Lost Continent: Travels in Small-Town America


There. Right there, Peg, is the problem with America. We’ve lost our spirit of self-reliance. Something’s broken, call someone. Something’s leaking, call someone. One of the kids suffers a ruptured appendix, call someone. Whatever happened to rugged American manhood?


Al Bundy (Ed O’Neill), Married . . . With Children


My problem with the Grand Canyon is Americans are too proud of it for my liking. The Grand Canyon was like that when they found it. And it’s not like it was hard to find.


Ed Byrne


Selina Meyer (Julia Louis-Dreyfus): Can I really blame another country for something they didn’t do?


Ben Cafferty (Kevin Dunn): It’s been the cornerstone of American foreign policy since the Spanish-American War.


Veep


When you’re born, you get a ticket to the freak show. When you’re born in America, you get a front row seat.


George Carlin


(on the invention of Segways): They’re made in America, of course, so fat Yanks can go to the fridge without expending any energy.


Jeremy Clarkson


Most Americans barely have the brains to walk on their back legs.


Jeremy Clarkson


Americans are good at herding bison. The end.


Jeremy Clarkson


New York, the city that never sleeps . . . with the same person two nights running. My favourite place in America, where Sex and the City isn’t just a programme, it’s a promise.


Daniel Cleaver (Hugh Grant), Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason


New Yorkers weren’t rude so much as tense. If I went into a tobacconist and started with my public school patter, ‘I’m so sorry to bother you, but I’d rather like to buy some cigarettes, so if you’d be so good as to allow me to intrude upon your time . . .’ they’d shout ‘Whaddyawant?’ as though you’d insulted them. But if you strode into the store, fixed them with a look of pure hatred and hissed the word ‘Larks!’, they’d smile and chat and tell you why they’d just left their wife.


John Cleese, So Anyway . . .


There’s nothing more American tourists like than stuff they can get at home.


Stephen Colbert


I often confuse Americans and Canadians. By using long words.


Gary Delaney


Iowa is the only state in the country where you can stand on your front porch and actually watch your dog run away for three days.


Greg Fitzsimmons


It only takes a room of Americans for the English and Australians to realise how much we have in common.


Stephen Fry


In Montana, a policeman will pull you over because he is lonely.


Rich Hall


Living in New York is like being at some terrible late-night party. You’re tired, you have had a headache since you arrived, but you can’t leave, because you’d miss the party.


Simon Hoggart, America: A User’s Guide


I dearly love the state of Texas, but I consider that a harmless perversion on my part and discuss it only with consenting adults.


Molly Ivins


The thing about making a documentary in Las Vegas is there isn’t much to film apart from other people making documentaries about Las Vegas.


Clive James


In New York, the principal leisure activity is internal bleeding.


Richard Jeni


The United States has a kick-ass military and really good bullshit marketing people. If this country was a person, it would be a used car salesman with a flame-thrower.


Richard Jeni


When I was in America, I really got into the culture. I went into a shop and the guy said, ‘Have a nice day’ and I didn’t, so I sued him.


Milton Jones


Las Vegas is like Blackpool, but on speed.


Peter Kay


The crime problem in New York is getting really serious. The other day the Statue of Liberty had both hands up.


Jay Leno


America is the only country where a significant proportion of the population believes that professional wrestling is real but the moon landing was faked.


David Letterman


Labor Day is a great American holiday that people celebrate by going out and buying products made in China.


David Letterman


New York is great. If you’re here and want a one-of-a-kind souvenir, be sure to take home the police sketch of your assailant.


David Letterman


Don’t you miss the days when America was just morally bankrupt?


Bill Maher, 2010


I live in Los Angeles. I know you’re not supposed to be able to taste air . . .


Marc Maron


The American legal system sucks worse than a Celine Dion cover version of ‘Whole Lotta Love’.


Dennis Miller


I moved to LA, so I joined a gym, because it was either that or a gang.


Sue Murphy


Have you ever watched footage of the destruction caused by hurricanes in America? When a big wind sweeps across America, there isn’t a building left standing. And you can’t help thinking the southern states of America must have been built by the first two little piggies.


Dara O’Briain


You can’t smoke in a restaurant in Los Angeles, which is mildly ironic when you consider the fact that you can’t breathe outside a restaurant in Los Angeles.


Greg Proops


People in LA are deathly afraid of gluten. I swear to God, you could rob a liquor store in this city with a bagel.


Ryan Reynolds


This is America! Anyone can eat what they want as long as it’s too much.


Homer Simpson (Dan Castellaneta), The Simpsons


If America leads a blessed life, then why did God put all of our oil under people who hate us?


Jon Stewart


The difference between the North and the South: in the North, there’s a cutoff age for sleeping with your parents.


Judy Tenuta, The Power of Judyism


Nebraska is proof that hell is full and the dead are walking the Earth.


Lizz Winstead


People in London think of London as the centre of the world, whereas New Yorkers think the world ends three miles outside of Manhattan.


Toby Young





Anger



When Mom got mad, she’d threaten me, ‘Wait till your father gets home.’ I’d say, ‘Mom, it’s been eight years . . .’


Brett Butler


To have a grievance is to have a purpose in life.


Alan Coren


I’m the police dog of finding stuff to complain about.


Anna Kendrick, Twitter


What I hear when I’m being yelled at is people caring loudly at me.


Leslie Knope (Amy Poehler), Parks and Recreation


I told myself that it took forty-two facial muscles to frown and only four to stretch out my arm and bitch-slap the witch.


Kathy Lette, To Love, Honour and Betray


Whining is anger through a small opening.


Stuart Smalley (Al Franken)


You’re in a tizzy. Your nostrils are that flared, you could park a bus up ’em.


Rita Sullivan (Barbara Knox), Coronation Street


Well, remember what you said because in a day or two I’ll have a witty and blistering retort! You’ll be devastated then.


Bill Watterson, Calvin and Hobbes




Animals


Why do people want to swim with dolphins? The equivalent would be an Indonesian fellow coming over here, going up to a farmer and saying: ‘Can I get in with the cows? I just fancy scuffling about with them.’


Bill Bailey


So many pigs seem to die while eating an apple.


John Brennan, Twitter


Stephen Fry: How do otters kill crocodiles?


Rob Brydon: Softly with their songs.


QI


In pursuit of scientific answers, animals have been tortured for the past hundred years. They’re still not talking. I’m starting to think they don’t know anything.


Jimmy Carr


I don’t often agree with the RSPCA as I believe it’s an animal’s duty to be on my plate at suppertime.


Jeremy Clarkson


Is the underneath of an elephant its chest or its torso? It’s a huge grey area.


Tony Cowards, Twitter


Animals look at people the way people look at people who might mug them.


Dov Davidoff


So it turns out that if you bang two halves of a horse together, it doesn’t make the sound of a coconut.


Ken Dodd


A polar bear is one of the few animals that will stalk a human. If you go to where polar bears live, it might stalk you and when you’re on the plane going home, it might be behind you reading.


Craig Ferguson


Kids: if a bear is wearing a ranger hat, it’s because he ate the ranger!


Craig Ferguson, on cute US advertising mascot Smokey Bear, created to educate the public about the danger of forest fires


Animals: fun to pet, better to chew.


Jim Gaffigan


My favourite animal is the manatee, the sea cow. Have you ever seen that animal? The manatee is endangered, and I think it’s because it’s out of shape. It looks like a retired football player.


Jim Gaffigan


The giant panda: what a beautiful, beautiful creature. A word of warning, though, its fur is not machine-washable.


Brüno Gehard (Sacha Baron Cohen)


What’s the difference between a hippo and a Zippo? One is really heavy, the other is a little lighter.


Masai Graham


Chris Griffin (Seth Green): Dad, what’s the blowhole for?


Peter Griffin (Seth MacFarlane): I’ll tell you what it’s not for, son. And when I do, you’ll understand why I can never go back to Sea World.


Family Guy


Animals are happier than humans because they’re like furry little existentialists, all living in the moment. Their collective motto: live fast, die young and leave a good-looking pelt.


Richard Jeni


Jerry (Jerry Seinfeld): They’re cloning sheep now.


Cosmo Kramer (Michael Richards): No, they’re not cloning sheep. It’s the same sheep! I saw Harry Blackstone do that trick with two goats and a handkerchief on the old Dean Martin show!


Seinfeld


I had to take the RSPCA advice quite seriously because they said you should check under your bonfire [on Guy Fawkes night] for sleeping hedgehogs. I couldn’t find any, but luckily I had some in the freezer.


Sean Lock


How fast does a zebra have to run before it looks grey?


Demetri Martin


I used to go out with a giraffe. I used to take it to the pictures. You’d always get some bloke complaining that he couldn’t see the screen. ‘It’s a giraffe, mate. What do you expect?’ ‘Well, he can take his hat off for a start.’


Paul Merton, Have I Got News for You


What do you think you should do if you’re attacked by a bear? Play dead? No, that’s a lie promoted by bears.


Eugene Mirman


Guide dogs for the blind. It’s cruel really, isn’t it? Getting a dog to lead a man around all day. Not fair on either of them.


Alan Partridge (Steve Coogan), I’m Alan Partridge


If only someone would do for cows what Bambi did for deer. Cows have been in films, but they haven’t starred. I’m still willing to eat a species that is only a supporting player.


Paula Poundstone


Animals have two vital functions in today’s society: to be delicious and to fit well.


Greg Proops


I got involved with an animal charity recently and adopted a whale and a monkey, which is all very well, but sooner or later I’m gonna have to be the one who has to explain to them why they don’t look like each other.


Mark Restuccia


I’m opposed to product testing on animals, especially in cosmetics research. What can we possibly learn from it? So what if a dog looks good in lipstick?


Jeff Stilson


It hit me how resentful it must make rats, knowing that they’re just a bushy tail away from being hand-fed in the park.


Jeff Stilson


My grandfather once killed a bear. It was looking the other way, so he pushed it off a cliff.


Mark Watson





Animosity



Malcolm Tucker (Peter Capaldi): Don’t take it personally.


Hugh Abbot (Chris Langham): You’re telling me she doesn’t like me as a person. How else am I supposed to take it?


The Thick of It


The great thing about forgetting people you hate is that when you remember them it’s like hating them for the very first time.


Nina Bargiel, Twitter


Know someone you hate? Give their kid a kazoo.


Dana Gould


The only thing that will be remembered about my enemies after they’re dead are the nasty things I’ve said about them.


Camille Paglia


There’s only two things I hate in this world. People who are intolerant of other people’s cultures and the Dutch.


Nigel Powers (Michael Caine), Austin Powers in Goldmember


I don’t despise, because no one should live rent-free inside your head.


Anne Robinson


I don’t hate you . . . I just don’t like that you exist.


Gena Showalter, Seduce the Darkness




Apology


It’s like I used to tell my wife: I do not apologise unless I think I’m wrong. And if you don’t like it, you can leave. And I say the same thing to my current wife and I’ll say it to my next one, too.


Stanley Hudson (Leslie David Baker), The Office (US)


George Costanza (Jason Alexander): You’ve got to apologise.


Jerry (Jerry Seinfeld): Why?


George: Because it’s the mature and adult thing to do.


Jerry: How does that affect me?


Seinfeld


An apology is the superglue of life. It can repair just about anything.


Lynn Johnston


Saying ‘I’m sorry’ is the same as saying ‘I apologise’ . . . except at a funeral.


Demetri Martin


You know you’re a true married couple when you have to apologise for what you did in her dream.


Ray Romano


The only other person I’ve apologised to is my mother, and that was court-ordered.


Karen Walker (Megan Mullally), Will & Grace




Appearance


Can you watch Andrew Lloyd Webber? He looks like he’s had his face carved off by a diseased butcher, put in a piñata, beaten with hockey sticks for six hours and then the resulting slop piped back onto his head like the icing on the ugliest cake the world has ever seen.


Frankie Boyle


I would define my looks as a Victorian child-catcher.


Russell Brand


Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, which is a pity because this week the National Association of Beholders wrote to tell me that I’ve got a face like a rucksack full of dented bells.


Charlie Brooker


I just look like someone with a long face. Not just A. P. McCoy himself, but some of the horses he rides.


Rob Brydon


I always look skint. When I buy a Big Issue, people take it out of my hand and give me a pound.


Billy Connolly


Elliot Reid (Sarah Chalke): Oh, Dr Cox. Does this lipstick make me look like a clown?


Dr Perry Cox (John C. McGinley): No, it makes you look like a prostitute who caters exclusively to clowns.


Scrubs


I’d like to tell my wife I look like Brad Pitt, but unfortunately she can see.


Larry David (himself), Curb Your Enthusiasm


I am best viewed from a distance . . . and at night.


Jenny Eclair


I look like a troll wearing a woman’s wig backwards.


Noel Fielding


Looking in the mirror, staring back at me isn’t so much a face as the expression of a predicament.


Colin Firth


A woman with the kind of face that once seen is rarely remembered. Never was there a creature more appropriately placed to be the poster girl for euthanasia.


Dawn French, A Tiny Bit Marvellous


[comedian] Greg Davies looks like the bloated corpse of Rik Mayall.


Rhod Gilbert, Never Mind the Buzzcocks


I don’t look like Halle Berry. But chances are she’s going to end up looking like me.


Whoopi Goldberg


You always think people at the BBC are going to be glamorous and then you remember Nicholas Witchell works there.


Rev. Geraldine Granger (Dawn French), The Vicar of Dibley


Saw a guy with three lip-ring piercings on the subway today. Took everything in my power not to attach a shower curtain.


Sam Grittner, Twitter


I have a good side and a bad side. On my good side, I have a jaw and a chin, it’s OK, but on my bad side, oh, dear, the neck goes away, my nose becomes this malformed thing and half a cheek sticks out. I go from Richard Gere to Richard Nixon.


Tom Hanks


Skirt no bigger than a belt, too much eyeliner, and roots as dark as her soul.


Blanche Hunt (Maggie Jones) on Liz McDonald (Beverley Callard), Coronation Street


His pear-shaped head, I could now see, was situated on top of a pearshaped body, which his black gown caused to resemble a piece of fruit going to a funeral.


Clive James, May Week Was In June


Say what you will about Charles Manson, but he’s one of the only people with the decency to look like a dangerous maniac the first time you meet him.


Richard Jeni


Michael Jackson is what happens when you keep fixing it until it’s broke.


Richard Jeni


He had a new girl and I told him she looked like Marilyn Monroe. He smiled because he thought I meant she was beautiful, and I smiled because I meant she looked like a corpse.


Jarod Kintz, The Titanic would never have sunk if it were made out of a sink


Looking at my face is like reading in the car. It’s all right for ten minutes, then you start to feel sick.


Andrew Lawrence


I’ve got enough crow’s feet to start a bird sanctuary.


Kathy Lette


I don’t like to watch myself on screen because, in my mind, there is a touch of George Clooney about me but, when I see it, there is more than a little Donkey from Shrek about me.


Stephen Mangan


I hate seeing people that look like me. Especially if God’s living by the motto: ‘If at first you don’t succeed . . .’


Demetri Martin


Whenever I see a man with a beard, moustache and glasses, I think: There’s a man who has taken every precaution to avoid people doodling on photographs of him.


Carey Marx


I don’t worry about losing my looks. It’s finding them on someone else that worries me.


Simon Munnery


With my sunglasses on, I’m Jack Nicholson. Without them, I’m fat and seventy.


Jack Nicholson


I speed up past mirrors.


Bill Nighy


When I was about thirteen, I realised girls weren’t going to kiss me because I was a gigantic, weird-looking creature from the depths. I was like six foot, aged eleven.


Chris O’Dowd


I’m really white. I’m English white, that’s basically turbo-white. My skin is borderline translucent. If I’m standing and the sun is behind me, I’m a functioning x-ray.


John Oliver


My face was designed as a leisure accessory.


Alan Partridge (Steve Coogan), Knowing Me, Knowing You with Alan Partridge


I’ve spent my whole life being told I have a face like a horse.


Jeremy Paxman


When I was growing up, I knew I was different. The other girls were blonde and delicate, and I was a swarthy six-year-old with sideburns.


Toula Portokalos (Nia Vardalos), My Big Fat Greek Wedding


[at a comedy show in a prison] You look like what happens when the morning-after pill kind of works.


Jeff Ross


I usually feel pretty good about myself. I know what I look like. You’d bang me, but you wouldn’t blog about it . . . It’s fine.


Amy Schumer


I see my large nose, like half an avocado. I broke it falling downstairs when I was six and it now resembles a large blob of Play-Doh.


Arthur Smith


Michael Portillo seems to have his lips on inside out.


Linda Smith


Carla Tortelli (Rhea Perlman): Lilith, you look like a million bucks.


Dr Lilith Sternin-Crane (Bebe Neuwirth): Thank you, Carla.


Carla: You didn’t let me finish. What I was going to say was you look like a million bucks just stampeded across your face.


Cheers


When I look in the mirror I don’t see a rock star anymore. I see a little balding old guy who looks like someone’s uncle.


Pete Townshend


I’ve got little ankles and a bit of a belly, so it makes me look rather like an egg on legs.


Johnny Vegas


I forget as many faces as I do names these days. I think I may have forgotten my own, because the face that looks out at me from the bathroom mirror doesn’t look like the me I remember.


Sir Terry Wogan




Argument


Your argument is buttocks: it stinks, it has a large crack up the middle and frankly it’s beneath you.


Marcus Brigstocke, The Now Show


Wil Wheaton (himself): Sheldon, do you really think we’re going to fight? Sheldon Cooper (Jim Parsons): My fists are not up here because I’m milking a giant, invisible cow.


The Big Bang Theory


. . . and I stormed out and slammed the door! Of course, it was that fourteenth-century Bavarian cathedral door, so I had to get two of the servants to help me, but what it lacked in spontaneity it made up for in resonance.


Niles Crane (David Hyde Pierce), Frasier


She gave me a bunch of crap about me not listening to her or something. I don’t know, I wasn’t really paying attention.


Harry Dunne (Jeff Daniels), Dumb and Dumber


I think I had an argument with a hypnotist this morning. It makes perfect sense as I have no memory of it.


Dana Gould


You’d better watch who you’re calling a child, Lois. Because if I’m a child, you know what that makes you? A paedophile. And I’ll be damned if I’m gonna be lectured by a pervert!


Peter Griffin (Seth MacFarlane), Family Guy


Richard, I’m warning you. If you don’t shut up and let me watch Miss World, I’m going to stuff your head up your bum! And you’ll spend the rest of your life wandering around on all fours looking for the light switch.


Eddie Hitler (Adrian Edmondson), Bottom


My parents only had one argument in forty-five years. It lasted forty-three years.


Cathy Ladman


Lucy (Sally Bretton): So what if I forgot our poxy anniversary?


Lee (Lee Mack): I think this year is copper; fourteenth is poxy.


Not Going Out


I was stuck in traffic and I looked in the mirror and in the car behind me there was a couple having a horrible argument, and right below their image it said, ‘Objects in mirror are closer than they appear’. I just thought, Man, I hope so because she was pretty mad.


Demetri Martin


Unlike your thighs, your argument doesn’t retain water.


Jack McFarland (Sean Hayes) to Karen Walker (Megan Mullally), Will & Grace


I’m not a fighter, I’m a bleeder.


Dylan Moran


He who disagrees with me in private, call him a fool. He who disagrees with me in public, call him an ambulance.


Simon Munnery


Homer Simpson (Dan Castellaneta): Can you yell at me now and get it over with?


Marge Simpson (Julie Kavner): No, I’m going to parcel my anger out over the next few days and weeks, jabbing at you just when you seem the most content.


The Simpsons


When my wife and I argue, we’re like a band in concert: we start with some new stuff and then we roll out our greatest hits.


Frank Skinner


When you see a married couple walking down the street, the one that’s a few steps ahead is the one that’s mad.


Daniel Tosh




Art


Subsidy is for art, for culture. It is not to be given to what the people want. It is for what the people don’t want but ought to have!


Sir Humphrey Appleby (Nigel Hawthorne), Yes, Minister


The windmill was invented for the sole purpose of filling up the blank bits in the back of sixteenth-century Flemish paintings.


Alan Coren


A picture is worth a thousand words, but conversations with them generally end in disappointment.


Dov Davidoff


Why do they call that funny little statue a bust when it stops right before the part of the body that it’s named after?


Gallagher


What’s the difference between art and pornography? A government grant.


Peter Griffin (Seth MacFarlane), Family Guy


Good art is in the wallet of the beholder.


Kathy Lette


The thing about glitter is if you get it on you, be prepared to have it on you forever. Glitter is the herpes of craft supplies.


Demetri Martin


To me, the Mona Lisa looks like she’s chewing a toffee.


Justin Moorhouse


In the gents a couple of weeks ago I did see someone had drawn a lady’s part. Quite detailed. The guy obviously had talent.


Alan Partridge (Steve Coogan), I’m Alan Partridge


Originality is for people with short memories.


Grayson Perry


(of Anthony Williams’ portrait of Queen Elizabeth II for her seventieth birthday): She deserves better than to be perpetuated as an old age pensioner about to lose her bungalow.


Brian Sewell


Hey, what’s the worst that can happen if you piss off a German painter?


Sandi Toksvig, on Queen Elizabeth’s lukewarm response to the gift of a royal portrait by German artist Nicole Leidenfrost in 2015




Astrology


Astrology really annoys me. When people say to me, ‘What sign are you?’, I usually say, ‘No overtaking, humpback bridge.’


Alexei Sayle


The margin of error in astrology is plus or minus one hundred per cent.


Calvin Trillin




Atheism


Isn’t an agnostic just an atheist without balls?


Stephen Colbert


Atheism is a religion like abstinence is a sex position.


Bill Maher


I do remember once going out with a lady who was raised atheist and was an utter chore to walk around an art gallery with. She’d go, ‘Who’s the guy on the sticks? Is he the same guy who was in the shed earlier on?’


Dara O’Briain, QI
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