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DISCOVER Tucson


The Three-Day Best of Tucson
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view of Tucson.





Over the past two centuries, Tucson has grown from an adobe-hut village on the far edge of the Spanish frontier into a major Sunbelt city—and the Old Pueblo has held onto the disparate cultural ingredients that have made it one of North America’s most unique destinations. The state’s second-largest city, Tucson anchors this region of saguaro forests, sweeping grasslands, and quirky desert outposts. Towering sky island mountain ranges shoot up from the long desert seas, and the nearby Mexican border looms equally large in the area’s culture and history. Some also say a few of those myths and legends of the Old West actually happened here. This Old Pueblo is bustling with life, the Southwestern life—one lived just a bit off center, a bit slower, with a mild sunburn and a big happy smile.
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monsoon clouds over the Santa Catalina Mountains at sunset






The Three-Day Best of Tucson



The following suggested itinerary is meant to guide you to the city’s very best—the essential Old Pueblo experience. You’ll need your own car, a camera, a hat, a comfortable pair of walking shoes, and, of course, water.


Day 1


Try to get an early start for sightseeing, especially during the hot months, when you only have a few hours before the weather gets unbearable. If you’re an early riser, head downtown to the St. Augustine Cathedral before 7am. You can stand across the street and watch as the rising sun lights up the Spanish Revival cathedral, and the tall, skinny imported palm trees cast their shaggy shadows against the glowing building. It’s a perfect Southwestern scene. Then head downtown to the Hotel Congress, have a big breakfast at the Cup Café, and take a look around the historic old hotel.


Hop in the car and head west from downtown into Tucson Mountain Park, stopping to enjoy the view of the desert below at Gates Pass. Spend a few hours exploring the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, just down the hill.
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hawks at the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum





Head back over the Tucson Mountains to downtown and stroll, shop, and eat a late lunch or early dinner on 4th Avenue and nearby Main Gate Square. If you have it in you, barhop around Congress Street, 4th Avenue, and Main Gate Square, taking in a few bands at The Hut and Club Congress along the way.



Day 2



Drive to midtown for a filling greasy-spoon breakfast at Frank’s/Francisco’s. On your way back downtown, stop by the Arizona Inn and have a look around the lush grounds.


Then drive to the El Presidio district downtown and explore the Tucson Museum of Art and Historic Block and Presidio San Agustín del Tucson for a few hours. For lunch, go to El Charro Café, right near the museum, or to Cafe Poca Cosa, a short walk away, before taking a short drive south on I-19 and checking out San Xavier del Bac.
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San Xavier del Bac





In the late afternoon, drive into the foothills to Sabino Canyon Recreation Area and take a tram ride up into the canyon or hike one of the trails. As the sun dips, head on over to the Terraza del Sol at the Grill at Hacienda del Sol on the way back to town for drinks and appetizers (or dinner) on the patio overlooking the city.


Day 3


Depending on your personal inclinations, tour the Kartchner Caverns near Benson or head north up the Sky Island Highway into the Santa Catalina Mountains. Both trips are scenic and fun and take about two hours of driving time round-trip; it just depends on whether you prefer sweeping mountain views or otherworldly underground sights.


If you’re headed up to the mountains, stop at the Mother Hubbard Café for a big breakfast first. If you take a trip to the caverns, stop afterward at the Horseshoe Café in Benson for lunch. Either way you go, you’ll likely get back to town in the late afternoon if you get an early start.


Once back downtown, head to Old Town Artisans to have a few drinks in the lush courtyard and check out the shops. For your final dinner in Tucson, go to Mi Nidito.
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St. Augustine Cathedral
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Saguaro National Park.





The Sonoran Desert’s soft greens and yellows can appear monotonous. But look closely and you’ll find staggering variety. So it is with the culture in Tucson and Southern Arizona.


If there’s a melting pot in the United States, it bubbles here. While traveling the region, it’s difficult to escape constant reminders that not too long ago this land was considered not the southern end of the United States but rather the northern end of Mexico. The Anglo and Hispanic settlers have since come to terms with each other, for the most part, and their mixing has created a unique culture that can only be described as Southwestern. While this true Southwestern experience can be explored in a few other places, nowhere is it more authentic and dynamic than in Southern Arizona. Proof of this in the region’s food, art, music, and writing, all of which thrive on the arid climate and cultural complexity.


The landscape is dominated by desert, stretching out like a vast forgotten sea. It rains here only rarely, yet in spring the land bursts with otherwise dormant wildflowers, like a one-night-only command performance, and during the summer monsoon season this so-called arid region is positively lush. Increase your elevation into one of the region’s sky islands, and you will be hunting for tropical birds in a misty creek bed, or, if you go high enough, clamping on a pair of skis. Take a short drive south and you’ll experience the dynamic border region with all its bustling and color. Go east and you’ll find the remains of the Old West at its most iconic. Look a little closer and you’ll find the new as well, in the artists and artisans who find Southern Arizona’s quaint towns like Tubac and Bisbee so inviting. This is a fascinating, exotic region, and one in which you might find yourself happily lost.




Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum: See the region’s animals—mountain lions, wolves, bighorn sheep, and other rare Sonoran natives—up close (click here).


S Saguaro National Park East: Drive, walk, or ride a bike through the Sonoran Desert’s unique saguaro forests (click here).
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S Santa Catalina Mountains: Drive to the top of a sky island peak and cool off in the high green forests (click here).


S San Xavier del Bac: See Arizona’s answer to the Sistine Chapel, a white jewel of a mission on the desert (click here).


S Kartchner Caverns: Enter an otherworldly cave still being formed by slowly dripping water (click here).


S Bisbee: Explore an old mining boomtown, now an enclave for artists and antiques shops (click here).


S Chiricahua National Monument: Marvel at the “Land of Standing Up Rocks,” a forest of hoodoos high in the evergreen mountains (click here).






PLANNING YOUR TIME



You can do Tucson and Southern Arizona in one busy week; to sample some of the sky island trails and hideaways, take two weeks. The best times to visit are March-May and September-November. The weather is very hot in the desert in summer but perfect in the mountains, and in July and August count on near-daily late-afternoon thunderstorms. Though hot and humid during the day, the months of the monsoon are a wonderful time to be alive in the Sonoran Desert. It’s best to use Tucson as a base and explore the outlying areas by car unless you have more than a week or two to explore. All of the major sights in this region are within a few hours of the city.


Tucson’s charms deserve at least three days of concentration. Spend a full day visiting the West Side’s Saguaro National Park, Tucson Mountain Park, the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, and San Xavier del Bac, and another day hanging around downtown and 4th Avenue, sampling the desert’s urban side. Then head up the Sky Island Highway to Mount Lemmon to see a completely different view of Southern Arizona from the forested mountain heights. You can visit the Santa Cruz Valley and the Border Region, and even take a stroll into Mexico at Nogales, in a long day trip from Tucson. You can also drop by Bisbee, Tombstone, the Amerind Foundation, and even Chiricahua National Monument in a long, rather exhausting day. However, these and the other fascinating sites along the Cochise Trail, especially the wondrous Kartchner Caverns, are best explored slowly and carefully, and Bisbee, which is relatively close to all the sites, is a romantic and memorable place to spend a night or two.


ORIENTATION


The Tucson metropolitan area encompasses several small towns as well as the city of Tucson. In this section of the guide, sights, accommodations, and restaurants are listed according to their proximity to downtown.


Tucsonans have tried to hold on to a semblance of the small, funky city character that once dominated the Old Pueblo, and there are still no real freeways in the city as a result. I-10 provides the only quick thruway, and I-19 is the primary route south to the Santa Cruz Valley. Most of the time, plan to slog along busy surface streets. Traffic is moved along with some speed, however, thanks to the left arrow lights at most major intersections.
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Tucson during a summer monsoon rainstorm
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The main commercial corridors run west to east—22nd Street, Broadway Boulevard, Speedway Boulevard, and Grant Road. Dozens of hotels, motels, and restaurants can be found along any of these main roads in the city’s midtown section, bordered roughly on the east by Wilmot Road and on the west by I-10. South Tucson is a separate incorporated city, a mile square, south of downtown Tucson.


North of the city, on Oracle Road/Route 77, the small towns of Oro Valley, Catalina, and Oracle nestle in the back foothills of the Santa Catalina Mountains. To the southeast is the old mining and ranching district of Vail and the Rincon Valley, now peppered with suburban housing developments, and beyond that the communities along the Cochise Trail. South on I-19 are the big open-pit copper mines, the bedroom community of Sahuarita, the retirement haven of Green Valley, the artist colony and shops of Tubac, and then on to the U.S.-Mexico border.


Tucson itself is surrounded by mountains, with the mighty Santa Catalinas to the north, the Rincon Mountains to the east, and the Tucson Mountains to the west. Far south in the Santa Cruz Valley along I-19 are the Santa Rita Mountains. If you remember that the Santa Catalinas, the most imposing range around the valley, are to the north, Tucson isn’t too difficult to navigate.


Sights


DOWNTOWN AND CENTRAL


Downtown Tucson is where the city first rose from the desert. The general area can be expanded to include 4th Avenue and the historic neighborhoods of El Presidio, Armory Park, Barrio Historico, and those around the University of Arizona, all of which are pedestrian-friendly—something rare in a Southwestern cityscape.
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El Presidio Historic District


El Presidio Historic District is where Tucson began as a place of human habitation, a mixture of adobe row houses and Victorian mansions that is several chapters in the city’s history writ in architecture. The district is bounded roughly by Granada on the west, 6th Street on the north, Church Street on the east, and Alameda Street on the south.


Though turned back to desert now, the royal Presidio de San Agustín del Tucson once stood here, the farthest north the Spanish crown dared to go. The presidio, or fort, had 12-foot-high adobe walls and covered 11 acres, housing a small contingent of soldiers and their families, a population that spent a good deal of its time fearing and fighting Apaches. Much later, archaeologists discovered that the fort had been built close to a Hohokam site that flourished from about AD 700-900, proving humans had made their lives on the banks of the Santa Cruz River for as long as nearly anywhere else in the country. A self-guided tour pamphlet of this district and other downtown-area historic sites is available at the Tucson Visitor Center at 811 N. Euclid Ave., near the UA’s Main Gate.


When the Americans took over in 1856, the fort was dismantled and its walls used to build homes and businesses for new arrivals. As more Anglos settled in, the district became a mixture of adobe row houses and eastern-style mansions for early-20th-century Tucson’s rich and powerful. Many of these old mansions and adobes have been restored and now serve as offices and private residences.





Tucson Museum of Art and Historic Block


The permanent collection at the Tucson Museum of Art (140 N. Main Ave., 520/624-2333, www.tucsonmuseumofart.org, 10am-5pm Tues.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun., $12 adults, $10 seniors, $7 students) features the mysterious artifacts of the Americas prior to Columbus’s arrival, the art of the American West, and contemporary art with a Latin and Southwestern flavor. This is a good place to introduce yourself to that tricultural mixing that makes Southern Arizona unique. The museum puts on several special exhibitions every year; recent years have seen a Warhol retrospective and the largest showing of the Arizona paintings of Maynard Dixon anywhere. Five historic homes built in the last half of the 19th century survive next to the museum. Just beyond the museum’s wide Main Avenue entrance is the oldest of the Historic Block’s buildings (and probably the oldest building in Tucson), La Casa Cordova, its two west rooms built several years before the Gadsden Purchase made Tucson part of the United States in 1854. The home is a perfect example of the style of Mexican townhouse that once lined the city’s core, with its central courtyard and entrance right on the street. A shady courtyard behind the museum’s main building, The Plaza of Pioneers, has a wall honoring Tucson pioneers from the Spanish, Mexican, and Anglo periods.


Arizona Historical Society Museum Downtown


Until shopping malls began to proliferate in midtown starting in the 1960s, downtown Tucson was the commercial and social heart of the city, a fact that the Arizona Historical Society Museum Downtown (Wells Fargo Building, 140 N. Stone Ave., 520/770-1473, www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org, 10am-4pm Wed.-Fri., free or donation) celebrates. These days Tucson’s downtown is returning to something like it once was—a bustling, mixed-use area with locally owned boutiques, hotels, restaurants, and theaters lining the narrow streets, the sidewalks crowded with people working, shopping, living, and playing all within the same few blocks.


The small museum, tucked away in the Wells Fargo building on Stone Avenue, shows artifacts from the early days of downtown through to its desertion, with large, rare photographs and saved ephemera from different eras of the city’s history. An especially interesting installation tells the history of the Dillinger gang’s capture in Tucson in the 1930s. You’ll find free validated parking in the Wells Fargo garage on Alameda Street.


El Presidio Park and Pima County Courthouse


The sea-green tiled dome of the Pima County Courthouse (115 N. Church St., 8:30am-noon and 1pm-5pm Mon.-Fri.), built in the late 1920s, is a landmark of the Old Pueblo’s modest skyline, and it’s worth a walk around the grounds of the city’s government beehive to take in the Spanish Colonial Revival touches and, on weekdays, to see downtown at its most industrious. Walk across the front courtyard through a few arches and you’ll be in El Presidio Park, with its fountains, conquistador statue, and memorial to the Mormon Battalion, which occupied the presidio briefly in late 1846. There are also memorials and statues in this large urban government center park honoring WWII veterans, John F. Kennedy, and various pioneers of the Old West. There’s usually a hot-dog cart on the plaza, and the area offers plenty of opportunities for people-watching and shade.


Presidio San Agustín del Tucson


Experts on the history, lifeways, and architecture of the early Spanish settlers have recreated a portion of the old Presidio San Agustín del Tucson (at the downtown corner of Washington and Church Sts., 520/884-4214, www.tucsonpresidio.com, 10am-3pm Thurs.-Sun. May-Sept., 10am-4pm Wed.-Sun. Oct.-Apr., $5, children 6-14 $1). Within the adobe walls there’s a large mural depicting daily life in and around the fort. There are a few dark, cool adobe rooms set up in period style to show visitors what life was like on the far, lonely northern edge of the Spanish Empire in 1775, when an Irishman working for the Spanish rode north from Tubac to establish the fort. During the week parking is available in a nearby parking garage on Alameda Street; metered parking is available on nearby streets.


Barrio Historico


The photogenic Sonoran-style row houses in the Barrio Historico (bordered by Stone Ave., I-10, Cushing St., and 18th St.) on the southwest edge of downtown are well adapted to the desert environment. Their front entrances hug the property line (unlike their Anglo counterparts, with large front and back yards) to make space for central courtyards hidden from the street, which provide a shaded outdoor living space within the home. Many of the adobes here have been lovingly and colorfully restored and now serve as offices, working galleries, and private residences. Sometimes called Barrio Viejo (the Old Neighborhood), the barrio has been on the National Register of Historic Places since the 1970s. It dates from the mid-1850s and, as its dominant architecture suggests, has traditionally been a Mexican enclave. Once, several neighborhoods sprawled out here to create a large quarter referred to as Barrio Libre (Free Neighborhood), due either to the anything-goes atmosphere in some corners or because the Mexican population was mostly left alone to follow its own rules and culture. Much of the quarter was razed in the late 1960s to make way for the “urban renewal” program that built the Tucson Convention Center. The best examples of the adobe row houses can be found along Myer, Main, and Cushing. Along Myer look for the old Teatro Carmen, a Spanish-language theater that opened in 1915. The adobe building, which over the years served as a movie house, a boxing arena, and an Elks Lodge, still retains the charm and historic interest that once pervaded this district.


El Tiradito Shrine


Roadside shrines are common in Southern Arizona even in the most out-of-the-way places, but only one is dedicated to a folk saint who was, by the church’s standards, an unredeemed sinner. El Tiradito (The Castaway, 221 S. Main Ave.) dates to the 1870s, when Juan Oliveras, a young shepherd, fell in love with his mother-in-law, and the two gave in to an illicit passion. They were discovered by her ax-wielding husband, who killed Oliveras and tossed his dead body away on the land that now holds the shrine (such is the tradition, anyway). The church wouldn’t allow the doomed lover to be buried on consecrated land, so the people of the barrio interred him where he was “cast away” and erected a shrine. Some say that if you make a wish at the shrine by night, leave a lit candle, and find it still burning in the morning, your wish will come true—this is why El Tiradito is sometimes called the “Wishing Shrine.”
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El Tiradito, the “Wishing Shrine”
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The Diamondback Bridge by artist Simon Donovan








St. Augustine Cathedral


Facing Stone Avenue on the eastern edge of the Barrio Historico, St. Augustine Cathedral (192 S. Stone Ave., 520/623-6351, http://cathedral-staugustine.org, mass at 7am and noon Mon.-Fri., church open all day Sat.-Sun.), dedicated to Tucson’s patron saint, was built in 1896 and remodeled several times over the years. The facade has stone-carved yucca, saguaro, and horned toad flourishes, and there are statues of the Virgin Mary and the titular saint near the big, heavy-wood entrance. Catholics or anyone interested in regional variations on the mass should attend the lively mariachi mass, held at 8am every Sunday. Inside, one of the bells formerly used in the original Spanish-era cathedral is preserved in the vestibule.


The Diamondback Bridge


Artist Simon Donovan designed this work of public art (spanning Broadway near Euclid) in 2002 to be a kind of memorable entrance to a downtown that has been undergoing a slow revitalization for at least the past 20 years. The Diamondback Bridge, spanning Broadway Boulevard just as the busy street dips into the central city, has since become a popular local landmark. In 2003 it won the prestigious American Public Works Project of the Year award. The bridge, which looks like a monster-size rattlesnake taking it easy, albeit with its jaw perpetually stretched open, is 300 feet long and cost about $2.7 million to build. There’s a small, pleasant park on either end of the snake. The easiest way to see it is to pull over at Euclid and Broadway, park, and walk across. Just after the snake bridge, as you enter downtown, you’ll see huge black-and-white photographs on both sides of the underpass. These are photographs from the 1940s and 1950s of Tucsonans walking, shopping, and generally bustling about downtown.


4th Avenue District


Lined with chic thrift stores, exotic clothing boutiques, smoke shops, restaurants, and cocktail lounges, 4th Avenue is an ideal place to people-watch, and there are some really good places to eat and treasures to be found in the quirky shops. Twice a year, in fall and spring, the area closes to vehicle traffic for a street fair featuring artisan booths, concerts, and greasy food galore. Located between downtown and the University District, 4th Avenue is just a short walk from campus, and on Friday and Saturday nights expect hordes of college kids out looking for inebriation. It’s best to avoid driving in this area on weekend nights altogether.


Walking Tours


For walking tours of downtown, try Alan Kruse of KruseArizona Tours (4517 E. Patricia Pl., 520/881-1638, www.krusearizona.com, $20 pp). He dresses in period costume for a two-hour walk around the downtown districts.


UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA (UA)


Since it was founded in 1885 as the first institution of higher learning in the Arizona Territory, the fate of the University of Arizona and that of its host pueblo have been inextricably linked. It’s difficult to imagine what Tucson would be without the shady central campus. A land-grant school that has educated countless Arizona leaders and citizens, UA has nearly 37,000 students (more populous than most Arizona towns) and is active in the U.S. space program, specifically in Mars exploration. The school is world renowned for its arid-land research, and it has a center for integrative medicine founded by best-selling healer-doctor Andrew Weil. It’s also the place where anthropology, archaeology, and many other disciplines were revolutionized through the discovery of tree-ring dating.


The university is becoming known for contributing to space exploration in a big way. Check out the displays on the HiRISE Mars Camera, the Phoenix Mars Lander, and Cassini mission to Saturn at the Sonett Visitor Center (northwest corner of University Blvd. and Cherry St., 520/626-7432, 9am-5pm Mon.-Fri., free).


On campus you’ll find a number of museums and galleries, and the entire campus itself is an arboretum. Indeed, the green central campus claims to be the “oldest continually maintained green space in Arizona.” Flora enthusiasts can stroll around the campus and take in a cactus garden, a collection of rare tropical trees, and various arid-land species that have been brought to UA from all over the world. If you want to learn more about the campus’s natural wonders, go by the Campus Arboretum at Herring Hall (520/621-7074, http://arboretum.arizona.edu, 9am-5pm Mon.-Fri., free). Don’t miss the Joseph Wood Krutch Cactus Garden in the center of the campus’s long, grassy mall.


Kids will enjoy the hands-on exhibits, laser shows, and sky-watching at Flandrau: The UA Science Center (1601 E. University Blvd., 520/621-4516, www.flandrau.org, 9am-5pm Mon.-Thurs., 9am-10pm Fri., 10am-10pm Sat., noon-5pm Sun., $16 adults, $12 children 4-17); admission includes entry to the science center, mineral museum, and one planetarium show. Downstairs at Flandrau, you’ll find the UA Mineral Museum (520/621-4516, www.uamineralmuseum.org, 9am-5pm Mon.-Thurs., 9am-10pm Fri., 10am-10pm Sat., noon-5pm Sun., free), which has on display a wondrous collection of rocks from Arizona and beyond.


There are also numerous public art installations on campus. One that should not be missed is the hulking commentary Border Dynamics, created by artists Alberto Morackis and Guadalupe Serrano. It’s not always easy to find parking on campus, and it’s impossible during sporting events. Visitors can pay to park at the Park Avenue Garage at the corner of Park and Helen Street and at the Main Gate Parking Garage at Euclid Avenue and East 2nd Street.


Arizona Historical Society Museum


Just south of the main gate wall along North Campus Drive is the Arizona Historical Society Museum (949 E. 2nd St., 520/628-5774, www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org, 9am-4pm Mon.-Thurs., 9am-8pm Fri., 11am-4pm Sat., $8 adults, $5 students 12-18), the largest of the Arizona Historical Society’s three Tucson museums. Exhibits include a full-scale reproduction of the cramped canvas-tent home early miners lived in and a walk through a dark underground mine. There’s also an old Studebaker on display; this make of car was once so popular with Arizona’s sheriffs that the car company sent an author to the young state to write a public relations pamphlet including exciting stories of frontier law enforcement. This is an interesting stop for Arizona history buffs, and there are several hands-on exhibits for the kids.


Arizona State Museum


Established in 1893, the Arizona State Museum (1013 E. University Blvd., 520/621-6302, www.statemuseum.arizona.edu, 10am-5pm Mon.-Sat., $5) is the oldest anthropology museum in the Southwest. Here you’ll find several rooms of fascinating displays on the state’s various Native American tribes and the world’s largest collection of Southwest Indian pottery, including many contemporary pieces that prove pottery making is certainly not a lost art. Every year in February the museum’s grassy grounds play host to the Southwest Indian Art Fair, one of the more important and well attended of such events in the Southwest. A permanent exhibition inside the stately old building explains the origins and histories of 10 of Arizona’s Native American groups, including the Hohokam, the O’odham, and the Apache, each of whom once thrived in Southern Arizona. Park in the garage at either Euclid Avenue and Second Street or North Tyndall Avenue and Fourth Street; both are free on weekends.
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Arizona State Museum





University of Arizona Museum of Art


The permanent collection of the University of Arizona Museum of Art (UA campus near Park Ave. and Speedway Blvd., 520/621-7567, http://artmuseum.arizona.edu, 9am-5pm Tues.-Fri., noon-4pm Sat.-Sun., $5) houses works by Tintoretto, Piazzetta, Goya, Brueghel, Rodin, Picasso, Hopper, Pollock, Rothko, O’Keeffe, and many more. Asian and Latin American traditions are also well represented. Special shows often feature the work of well-known local, national, and Mexican artists. The museum has an impressive collection of Spanish medieval art, the signature piece of which is the 26-panel Retablo of Ciudad Rodrigo, an altarpiece depicting the sweep of biblical events from Genesis through the life of Jesus Christ to the Last Judgment.


Center for Creative Photography


UA’s Center for Creative Photography (1030 N. Olive Rd., 520/621-7968, www.creativephotography.org, 9am-4pm Tues.-Fri., 1pm-4pm Sat., free) has one of the largest photography collections in the world; it holds the archives of Ansel Adams, Edward Weston, and other major artists. The center mounts a few exhibitions a year, so it’s a good idea to check the website before traveling to see what’s on display. You can even make an appointment by phone to personally view a few of the 80,000 prints accessible to the public.


Southern Arizona Transportation Museum


When the railroad reached the isolated town of Tucson in the 1880s, it transformed the city and the region. The small Southern Arizona Transportation Museum (414 N. Tooele Ave., 520/623-2223, www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org, 11am-3pm Tues.-Thurs. and Sun., 10am-4pm Fri.-Sat., free) at the refurbished 1940s rail depot downtown explains all the myriad ways the railroad, and later the car and the interstate system, changed Tucson and the Southwest, opening it up to visitors and settlers and linking it more with the United States than with Mexico, as it had been before the train’s arrival. There’s a lifelike statue of Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday nearby and a plaque that tells the story of a bit of revenge and/or murder that went down right here back in the old violent days of the territory.


Tucson Children’s Museum


Housed downtown in Tucson’s original Carnegie Library, the Tucson Children’s Museum (200 S. 6th Ave., 520/792-9985, www.childrensmuseumtucson.org, 9am-5pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun., $8 adults, free for infants under 1), a nonprofit, interactive learning center, is a local family favorite. Parents will appreciate the creativity and attention to detail. There are 12 permanent exhibits here, all of them hands-on and featuring some kid-mesmerizing subjects like dinosaurs, electricity, ocean life, and trains. There’s also a beautiful garden that was planted by Tucson’s most famous chef, Janos Wilder. It’s not always easy to find parking because the museum has no lot of its own; there are metered spaces around the museum, and $1 will get you an hour.




Howard Hughes in Tucson


Many have heard about those weird few years that Howard Hughes spent hiding out on the top floor of a Las Vegas hotel, going mad.


Well, there are hints that the Old Pueblo could have been the site of Hughes’s infamous hideout instead of Vegas. Bob Maheu, Hughes’s right-hand man and official public face during the Vegas years, told Geoff Schumacher, author of the 2008 book Howard Hughes: Power, Paranoia, and Palace Intrigue, that in the mid-1960s before moving to Vegas Hughes first considered moving to Tucson, where he’d already set up a manufacturing plant in 1951.


Hughes loved the desert, considering it free of the germs that stalked him. There’s a great scene in The Aviator in which the young Hughes, played by Leonardo DiCaprio, sees a stand of saguaros in a film he’s watching and whispers something like, “so clean.” Ultimately, though, Hughes soured on the desert around Las Vegas due to his inability to stop nuclear testing at the Nevada Test Site, fallout from which he obsessively feared.


Though he never moved to Tucson, Hughes did have a presence here. Hughes Aircraft built the Falcon, the world’s first air-to-air guided missile, and many other missiles and weapons here, employing thousands of workers. Hughes Missile Systems was eventually bought by Raytheon, which is today Southern Arizona’s largest private employer.





Reid Park Zoo


Take Broadway Boulevard east to Randolph Way at Reid Park to Tucson’s small but prestigious Reid Park Zoo (1100 S. Randolph Way, 520/791-4022, www.tucsonzoo.org, 9am-4pm daily winter, 8am-3pm daily summer, $10.50 adults, $8.50 seniors, $6.50 children 2-14). The zoo specializes in anteater research, and there are several of these strange beasts to look at here. The small zoo also features elephants, bears, various big cats, and much more.


Make sure to take the kids to the giraffe habitat, where you can buy some treats to feed the long-necked residents, who stick out their long, purple tongues, dripping with saliva, to capture the treat—much to the squealing delight of the feeders. If you get there early enough, you might catch a glimpse of the elegant black jaguar lounging in the cool of the morning.


A gift shop sells all kinds of zoo-related stuffed animals, shirts, and books, and a fast-food-style eatery serves hamburgers, corn dogs, and the like. The zoo is small enough that little kids aren’t likely to get too tired out. Plan about three hours, less if you don’t have kids.


Tucson Botanical Gardens


Gardeners and anybody who appreciates beauty should stop at the Tucson Botanical Gardens (2150 N. Alvernon Way, 520/326-9686, www.tucsonbotanical.org, 8:30am-4:30pm daily winter, 7:30am-4:30pm daily summer, $13 adults, $7.50 children 4-12), a midtown oasis, for a few hours. Flat walking trails wind around the nearly six-acre property, which feels secluded and hidden away even though it’s right in the path of busy midtown. There are benches throughout on which to sit and contemplate the various gardens—eight in all, each showcasing a different gardening tradition. A cactus and succulent garden has examples of cacti not just from the nearby deserts but also from around the world, and the xeriscape garden demonstrates how you can grow desert-adapted plants without using a lot of water.

OEBPS/graphics/006-01-dreamstimelarge_64997710.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/017-01-02_eltiradito_shrine_3.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/007-01-dreamstimelarge_89931933.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/005-01-dreamstimelarge_92376372.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/003-01-00_sabinocanyon_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/002-01-00_7falls_h.jpg






OEBPS/graphics/017-02-dreamstime_l_59306737.jpg







OEBPS/graphics/001-01-02_desert_views_1_h.jpg








OEBPS/graphics/010-01-02_00_hl_tucson_s_az.jpg
@ @ Santa Catalina
N Mountains
Saguaro National | e
Park West  \ Saguaro Lic]
Arizona-Sonora o Tueson National ~
Desert Museum Park East e
San Xavier del Bac ka§ CNlart‘i‘i:anaula
SAN XAVIER Monument
INDIAN RES _
Il Kartchner o d
Caverns oronado
o ok & National
) Forest
San Pedro
0 10km 5;’_9""5 Riparian
ires National
. Ve Conservation
N Area
S~ 5
MEX e USA Bisbee
© AVALON TRAVEL D ——————EE






OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover Page



		Title Page



		Contents



		Index



		List of Maps



		Discover Tucson



		Tucson and Southern Arizona



		Background



		Essentials



		Resources



		Photo Credits



		Acknowledgments



		Copyright











Contents





		Cover Page



		Contents



		Title Page











OEBPS/graphics/008-01-02_st_augustine_cathedral_5.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/moon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/014-01-02_02_tuscon.jpg
Tucson

OOTHILLS MALL »

Tohong
ChuliPark

\ /a.ss

ORANGE GRO

RIVER

i,

1 ToE3 SANTA CATALINA MOUNTAINS

DEGRAZIA

INTERNATIONAL
WILDLIFE MUSEUM

Coronado

National

\

|8

To Mount

Lemmon
e

oy P\ Drachman
Aqua Caliente
Regional Park

I

—

SHRINE X

ELTIRADITO, ncmﬁng

w8\
AC HOTELTUCSON

PRINCE || RD M,
GOVIND 3 5
\TURAL | 3
| BUFFE 2| o
| 2 g
¢ BOTANICAL
GARDENS v
FILM_
(ig— i
E LODGE ONTHE DESERT
~ SANAG ACK BRIDGE g
Sentinel gdﬁ o |
Peak Park, 2 % & E n
A a0 st I L B o,
PARK EAST
RO,
o /f
2
g 2L 3
i e
N MONTHAN ﬂ g
EL GUERO CANELO —= =
v 0
N\ R
AF8

arizona | ave

PIMAAR & m%nm
EUI
]

as

TOHONO O'ODHAM INDIAN RESERVATION

© AVALON TRAVEL

SAN XAVIER DISTRICT

*

N\

x[_

TUCSON
INT'LAIRPORT

HUGHES ACCESS RD

Q.
To no%_uﬁ///






OEBPS/graphics/020-01-02_arizona_state_museum_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/008-02-02_saguaro_np_west_trail.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/004-03-dreamstimelarge_12415477.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/012-01-02_01_tucson-southern.jpg
d><x;o._«>«o
Jity »oiuozo wy o1 0
—— - = ST B = = == ot ———

7 o 3 o 0

P/ o
19004 uolugy ausenbng
[euoney iy
opeuoioy

I €

! S
 congaeniyag ooeoeuiny g.aJ ~. A8 \
—L05 Voioseseun, i S X
AL o] BN <} SHILUYNOOV3H
o S ey OPEUO10D 39N INaIM
N\ ( Auoiseumd B /«J\ﬂs«maia
Moot opewy ~ ebnjey eyupim
 uossslg | sueisquop oo/ et 2
1s01 N e - o=z souy souen,
04 R Y e yuequiey Gonounr iy \ ottt
LS e euoney | I g by ~
N sobounio se7 | OPEUOOD @&
opmuora ¥ i - it
3y
T wanoLev 3 AMOLYAISEO

lewog |

— )
W44 NIVINNOW (A3

3D 19550100

° R
Sop®ed T ouon
' WNOLLYN

VAHYIdIH £3

No

ouvnovs g3

q,
~ uosoni© [
opiopenbug © | |

yiegoieis
eyl \

vINNOH NOLLVAHISTY
150104 /1Y) VINYS E3 NVIGN]
] s o / WYH@0.0
 uoneiowung® ool
ssewsaplm . ; gt @
o uoAue) pjaypay wowtiyy Iy
350104 [euosen 234H4S0I8 o

\/
—
Capmin

@

opeuoioy
opeuoion .
\

[euoney

euoziy uiayinos pue uosdnj





OEBPS/graphics/003-02-02_tucson_doors_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/9781640497467.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/011-01-02_rain_over_tucson_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/004-01-dreamstimelarge_10336356.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/002-02-00_tucsonfoothillstrail_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/004-02-dreamstimelarge_31087273.jpg





