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AUTHOR’S NOTE



Awise man once said, “To be an adult is to be a little sad all the time.”


That man was me, stress eating inside my small apartment during the worst year on record. When I wasn’t panicking, I’d escape my reality by envisioning a gentler world. A kinder world. A world inhabited by talking animals. 


That world came to me through Arnold Lobel’s classic Frog and Toad stories, a series about enduring, loving friendship. I pictured Frog and Toad struggling with familiar frustrations—like wrestling with the Wi-Fi router or worrying about money—with the same humor, compassion, and occasional grumpiness as in the original books. Through Frog and Toad, I began to see my own challenges as temporary. Insignificant moments in my life became grand adventures. I see myself in Frog and Toad and I hope you do, too. 


So, grab a cup of tea, a blanket, and settle in for a bedtime story tailor-made for you. Because, these days, adults need bedtime stories, too.
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TECHNOLOGY IS HARD FOR FROG AND TOAD



Work from Home


Toad woke up.


In his bed was last night’s dinner plate.


And last night’s water glass.


And last week’s pile of laundry.


“Drat!” Toad said to himself. “This room is a mess.”


Frog opened the door.


“Oh,” said Frog, “so this is where all our dishes are.”


“I will clean up later,” said Toad. “It is time for work.”


Toad changed into his work pajamas.


He reached under a pillow for his laptop and opened his email.


“I have so much work to do,” sighed Toad.


He set his Zoom background to a picture of his room when it was tidy.


“There,” said Toad. “Now I am ready for the day.”















Wi-Fi


Toad was writing an email.


Suddenly, the Wi-Fi disconnected.


Toad restarted his computer.


The Wi-Fi still was not working.


“Frog,” Toad yelled to the other room. “The Wi-Fi is not working.”


“That is strange,” Frog called back. “It is working for me.”


Toad checked his Wi-Fi settings.


“It says the signal is fine,” he yelled. “But it is lying.”


Toad went to the router.


He unplugged it and plugged it back in.


“Now, router,” said Toad. “Start working.”


Toad waited.


The lights on the router blinked on.


The Wi-Fi was still not working.


Toad restarted the router again.


“Now, router,” said Toad. “Start working.”


The lights blinked on.


The Wi-Fi was still not working.
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Toad shook the router.


“NOW, ROUTER!” yelled Toad. “START WORKING!”


Frog ran into the room.


“Why are you yelling?” he asked.


“This router is terrible,” cried Toad. “It will not connect to my computer!”


“Maybe try moving your computer closer to the router?” said Frog. “But please stop shouting. I am trying to work.”


Frog left the room.


Toad looked at the router.


He moved his computer closer.


He tried to connect to the internet.


He kicked the router.


“You are my nemesis,” said Toad.


“What was that?” called Frog.


“Nothing,” said Toad.
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