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				INTRODUCTION

				From sea to shining sea, America is host to some of the most dramatic landscapes on earth. Whether you are a camper or a climber, a sightseer or a thrill-seeker, you will find spectacular sights in the nation’s parks, from the tallest trees of the Redwood, the desert of Death Valley, and the gorge of the Grand Canyon to the snowy mountains of Mount Rainier and the jagged peaks of the Grand Teton. 

				On the following pages you can take a virtual tour of every park—cave and crag, gorge and glacier—exploring their geographical features, wildlife, and biodiversity. You can revisit the lands as they were first seen by Native Americans and the early explorers, pioneers, and homesteaders who settled the frontiers or revel in the majesty of nature that is more immense and profound than you can imagine. 

				In the first chapter, Wilderness Protected, you will discover the beginnings of the park service and 
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				get an idea of a small sampling of the wide variety of excursions and activities the parks offer. There are tips here for visiting and hiking and ways you can help preserve and protect these remarkable national treasures.

				The remaining chapters are organized by region, and states within those regions, so you can discover the highlights of each of the national parks. There are so many ways to immerse yourself in the natural surroundings, from fishing and hiking to white-water rafting and mountain climbing. There are family-friendly places with easy hour-long trails and remote locations for only the most extreme adventurers. There are summits to scale and underwater wonderworlds to behold. 

				For more information, visit the national parks website, www.nps.gov, where you can discover everything you need to know to plan a visit.
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				Wilderness Protected

				Find out why the national parks were established, what they protect, and how you can enjoy and explore them.
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				National parks are the best idea we ever had. Absolutely American, absolutely democratic, they reflect us at our best rather than our worst. 

				Wallace Stegner, novelist and environmentalist, Wilderness magazine, 1983
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				Credit for the concept of the national parks is given to the artist George Catlin, who in 1832 traveled the northern Great Plains where he became concerned about the destruction of Native American civilization, wildlife, and wilderness. The idea was promoted by various politicians, conservationists, and campaigners, but it wasn’t until President Theodore Roosevelt signed the Antiquities Act in 1906 that the beginnings of a federal program were established. 

				It was 44 years after President Ulysses S. Grant established Yellowstone as a protected park in 1872 that President Woodrow Wilson created the National Park Service to protect and maintain the nation’s wilderness regions, on August 25, 1916. It is a bureau of the U.S. Department of the Interior.
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				President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal helped bring in a program of natural resource conservation. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was formed in 1933 for unemployed young male volunteers, a work-study program to improve and maintain the national resources and rural environments, including the federal parks, but also state and local lands. 
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				The national parks preserve nationally and globally significant scenic areas and nature reserves. Of the 63 parks, 13 are UNESCO World Heritage sites and many are part of larger biosphere reserves. In addition to the parks, the National Park Service protects shores, parkways, preserves, historical sites, monuments, battlefields, and military parks.
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				In addition to preserving natural resources, wildlife habitats, and ecosystems, protecting clean water and clean air, the parks provide open wilderness space and recreation for current and future generations. Whether you enjoy rock or ice climbing, hiking, cycling, kayaking, camping, orienteering, skiing, fishing, or watersports, there are adventures for everyone, from the birdwatcher to the explorer.
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