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Introduction


Cambridge IGCSE® Second Language English is an internationally recognised examination which assesses your ability to express yourself in English, both in writing and in speaking. It also tests your understanding of a range of texts written in English and how well you are able to listen to and understand someone who speaks to you in English. As the title of the syllabus indicates, the examination is designed for students whose native language is something other than English and it is offered at both Core and Extended levels. Your teachers will advise you as to which level of examination is more suitable for your present stage of development in using English. The different chapters in this book and the associated practice tasks will provide practice for both levels and all the types of task that you will find in the examination papers.


The exercises throughout this book are intended to provide practice for both Core and Extended candidates. However, a few exercises intentionally go beyond the specific requirements of the Cambridge IGCSE Second Language examination papers to allow teachers the opportunity stretch students who are capable of answering more challenging tasks. Such questions are indicated with the symbol [image: ].


Your course


An IGCSE Second Language English examination, such as that offered by Cambridge, consists of six components, of which every candidate will be entered for three. Details of these are given below.


Component 1


Component 1 is the externally-examined Core written paper testing reading and writing skills.




•  The Core paper allows the award of grades C–G and lasts for 1 hour 30 minutes. It consists of seven different tasks, testing both reading and writing. There will be a range of reading passages and questions will include items such as form-filling and brief report and account writing. There are 70 marks available for this paper.





Component 2


Component 2 is the externally-examined Extended written paper testing reading and writing skills.




•  The Extended paper allows the award of grades A–E and lasts for 2 hours. As with the Core paper, there are seven different tasks testing a range of reading and writing skills, but the material is of a more demanding level – although it consists of similar types of writing. There are 90 marks available for this paper.





Component 3


Component 3 is the externally-examined Core listening test.




•  This is the Core tier listening test and lasts for about 30–40 minutes. It involves candidates listening to a range of spoken (or recorded) passages of varied length, understanding of which is tested by a range of tasks including gap-filling, short-answer comprehension questions and multiple-choice questions. It is worth 30 marks and is externally marked.






Component 4


Component 4 is the externally-examined Extended listening test.




•  This is the Extended tier listening test and lasts for about 45 minutes. It also involves candidates listening to a range of spoken (or recorded) passages of varied length, more demanding than those for the Core tier; understanding is tested by a range of tasks including gap-filling, short-answer comprehension questions and multiple-choice questions. It is worth 40 marks and is externally marked.





Component 5




•  This is a speaking test and is not tiered. It lasts about 10–15 minutes and is worth 30 marks. It is internally marked in the Centre and then externally moderated.


•  Candidates will engage in a short warm-up conversation with the teacher which is followed by a discussion on a given topic.





Component 6




•  This is a coursework speaking assessment that is an alternative to Component 5. Candidates will complete three different tasks during their course which will be set and marked by their teacher and then externally moderated. It is also worth 30 marks.







1 Becoming a better reader


Learning to read is one of the most important stages in anyone’s development as it opens up so many opportunities. So many things in everyday life depend on your being able to read clearly. Here are a few examples.





•  If you want to find out the latest news about your favourite film star or learn the details of the latest match played by the sports team you support, you pick up a newspaper and read what it has to say about these topics.
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•  If you are on a long train or plane journey it is almost certain that you will have a book, a magazine or an e-book to help you pass the time while you are travelling. Even if you are someone who ‘doesn’t read books’ it is highly likely that you will have read the instructions or rules of the computer game that you are playing.
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•  Very often, you’ll read something without even being aware that you are engaging in the reading process. For example, you might check the departures board at an airport or railway station or make sure that you put on the brakes of your bicycle as you approach the road sign that says ‘Halt’. If you are unable to read, these necessary actions become either very difficult or impossible to achieve.
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So, you understand how important a part reading plays in your life. Everybody who is using this textbook has mastered the art of reading to a greater or lesser extent. Why, then, you may ask yourself, is it necessary to have to read a book that tells you how to become a better reader – if you can read already, what is there to improve? And furthermore, why should you sit an examination which tests how well you can read something that is written on the question paper?


Well, the answer to this last question is that you should think very carefully about what you mean by ‘reading’. Is it just a process whereby you decode words on a page and then speak them aloud or to yourself? Or is it something more complex than that? First let’s look at the assessment objectives for reading.


Assessment objectives





R1  identify and retrieve facts and details



R2  understand and select relevant information



R3  recognise and understand ideas, opinions and attitudes and the connections between related ideas



R4  understand what is implied but not actually written, for example gist, relationships, writer’s purpose/intention, writer’s feelings, situation or place.





Reading with understanding


Let’s consider reading something aloud. Think about listening to members of your class reading aloud from a textbook. Nearly all of them will have no difficulty in recognising and pronouncing the words written on the page. However, some will make those words sound more interesting than others. The ones who make the words sound interesting are the ones who read with ‘expression’. They will emphasise certain words and phrases to suggest to the listeners that these are important points. If you don’t put expression into your voice, what you read tends to become monotonous and the listeners soon become bored and lose interest in the subject matter.


If you can answer the question as to why one person’s reading is more interesting than another’s then you have understood a very important detail. To save you wondering too much, the answer to the question is that the interesting readers are those who have not just recognised the words but are attempting to gain a complete understanding of what the writer’s intended meaning is. By doing this they are able to put much more expression into their reading.


Remember: reading without understanding is pointless. To do well, in so many aspects of life (including examinations in all subjects), it is essential that you think about what you are reading and don’t move on to the next sentence until you are sure that you have as clear an understanding as you can of what is written on the sheet of paper or video screen in front of you.


The main aim of this section of this book is to help you to improve your understanding of the range of different types of text that you are likely to have to read as part of your Cambridge IGCSE Second Language English course, and in your life in general.



Comprehension


Comprehension is a word that means ‘understanding’ and questions in English examinations that test your understanding are known as ‘comprehension questions’. They can take a variety of forms and can be based on a wide range of passages of varying difficulty. However, what you should keep clearly in mind is that the main purpose of all comprehension questions is to test how thoroughly you have understood what you have read – and that includes the wording of the question as well as the source material on which the question is based.


How should I read?


In order to read in the most efficient and effective way, especially when you are sitting an examination, it is important to become familiar with certain techniques that will help you to focus closely on gaining a clear understanding. The following points will help you to achieve this.





•  Read the passage through from beginning to end, thinking carefully about the meaning of each sentence. Don’t just ignore unfamiliar words, but try to work out what they might mean by looking at the rest of the sentence.



•  Ask questions to yourself as you read. For example, ‘What does this word suggest about the subject?’ and ‘Why has the writer included this particular detail?’ and so on.



•  Once you have read the passage through, think back over it and try to get clear in your own mind what the main points are. One effective way of doing this is to have a clear awareness of the topic sentences of each paragraph. Remember, a topic sentence is the sentence in any paragraph which contains the main idea of that paragraph. It is very often the first sentence but a writer may sometimes place it in another position for a particular effect.



•  If you are reading something as part of an examination paper, you should also read the questions that have been set on the passage closely and make sure that you underline or highlight the key words so that you can focus clearly on exactly what is required in your answer.



•  It will also help your understanding, particularly in an examination, if you can practise the skills of skimming and scanning.




• Skimming means reading quickly through a passage in order to gain a clear, overall view of what it is about.


• Scanning is a refinement of this approach, as it means you are reading in order to extract specific details which are relevant to the questions that you are required to answer.








Before we look more closely at how to apply these techniques, there is one other very important point to consider, and it is also one which is easy to overlook.


Identifying key words in a question


When answering comprehension exercises it is important to read through both the passage and the questions that are set on it. A clear understanding of exactly what the question requires will help you to focus on those parts of the passage in which the relevant points can be found.


When you are reading a question, you may find it useful to underline the key words. For example, look at this question based on the passage ‘A Whale of a Time in Oz!’ (pages 5–6).
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Read carefully the passage ‘A Whale of a Time in Oz!’ and then make notes of what it tells you about the behaviour of Southern Right Whales and why they were considered to be suitable for hunting.
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From your skimming of this question, you will pick up that the passage is about Southern Right Whales. The key words to underline as part of your scanning process are the instruction make notes and then the specific details on which you are to focus: behaviour and why they were considered to be suitable for hunting.


For this question you are being asked to identify facts about the whales and about why they were hunted. You should, therefore, include only facts in your answer and not opinions expressed by the writer. Having a clear understanding of this difference will make it easier to keep your answer clearly focused on the question.


The passage has been printed with a teacher’s commentary at the side, pointing out key details that will help your understanding as you read.


With these points in mind, we will now look at the passage.
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A Whale of a Time in Oz!


In search of the Southern Right Whale ‘down under’


Helen Highwater
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Getting there wasn’t easy. First there was a 500 kilometre flight from Adelaide on a tiny plane shaped like a toothpaste tube. Then once we’d landed we met up with Gary White, our expedition leader, and his jeep. 200 kilometres along the Eyre Highway we entered the treeless Nullarbor Plain, a semi-desert populated mainly by Aborigines.


1 Our destination was the head of the Great Australian Bight, where we were to spend two days watching whales. On the way Gary told us what we wanted to know:


2 ‘Sadly, over 25,000 whales had been killed before whaling ceased in 1930. By this time Southern Right Whales were virtually extinct. They were known as “Right” whales because they were right for hunting in small land-based boats. They came close inshore, floated when killed, and had thick blubber, which produced the valuable whale oil when it was boiled down. This meant that the poor whales were hunted down in vast numbers by money-making shipowners.’


‘Right Whales feed on small creatures at or near the surface, gently swimming along with their mouths half open, allowing the sea water to flow in. The water is pushed back out with their tongues, leaving the food behind. Thankfully, they are now a protected species and numbers have risen to nearly 800.’


This was a dismal tale but it had a happy ending – the whales were now safe from murderous whale hunters.


Two hours before sunset we arrived at our destination. The crumbling limestone cliffs dropped sheer into the deep blue of the bay. It was August, the height of the whales’ breeding season. Every three years the whales come from their home waters in the Antarctic to their Australian breeding grounds. Mature females weigh 80 tonnes. The females do not eat at all until they return to the Antarctic. By this time they will have lost 20 tonnes in weight.


3 As the sun began to set behind us we looked out, but saw … nothing. Then boom! Right in front of us the sea erupted as a huge whale burst from the surface, thrusting its body out of the water and smashing down with a noise like a cannon firing. Again and again it surged from the sea, a majestic and thrilling sight.


After a meal under the stars we talked some more. Gary told us that large numbers of female whales and their calves had been in the bay the previous week. The calves are six metres long at birth and they grow to three times that length.


‘This was Nature at its finest, awesome and strangely moving.’


4 Our final day began early. We packed up our camp, walked to the cliff edge and were amazed! I counted 24 whales. Swimming parallel to the shore, very close in, was a long procession of mothers and their calves. They floated past on the surface. Some swam side by side, others lazily rolled over each other as they moved slowly along. They were enormous. As they expelled the air from their blow-holes, great spouts of misty waters shot upwards. 5 This was Nature at its finest, awesome and strangely moving. We were silent watchers of a primeval, wonderful sight. How can people hunt such beautiful and truly amazing creatures?


All too soon we had to go. In October the whales would return home too, home to the Antarctic. We said little. We’d been stunned by the size of Australia, climbed Ayers Rock and followed the tourist trail. These would become distant memories, but our two days whale-watching would remain alive in our hearts for ever.


1 The first few paragraphs set the scene. Although you will be taking the details in as useful background information, you will also be aware that the Southern Right Whale does not receive a mention until the third paragraph. If you are reading actively, you will immediately notice this and be alert for further information which is going to follow.


2 As you read through the third and fourth paragraphs, it is likely that you will be asking yourself questions such as ‘What do these details tell us about the whales’ behaviour?’, ‘What was it about their behaviour which made them so easy to hunt?’, and so on.


3 As you move on through the passage, you will find that it alternates between giving facts about the whales’ behaviour and details about the scenery, and the writer’s personal response to seeing the whales as they frolic in the water. The details of the scenery and the writer’s opinions may make the passage interesting but you should be skimming over them as they are not details specifically connected to the questions which you are asking yourself.


4 In general, the language in which the passage is written is not difficult to understand and can be read quite easily by an average student. The vocabulary, for the most part, does not consist of long and complicated words. However, in the last-but-one paragraph the writer uses some more complicated sentences.


5 Here, both the sentence structures and the vocabulary are more complicated. It is a good idea to slow down your skim reading at this point and stop to consider exactly what the words mean. Do these sentences contain information relevant to the question? If they do, then you need to consider how best to put the information into your own words to show a reader that you have understood. (Lifting the sentences as they stand and transferring them directly into your answer will be a sure sign that you do not understand them!)


Even if your understanding of the vocabulary used in these sentences is not entirely secure, your awareness of what the question is actually requiring you to look for should convince you that these are references to the writer’s feelings or opinions. They do not have a great deal to do with the whales themselves, apart from telling us how impressive they are, which is a point made elsewhere in the passage anyway. You can safely pass over them and continue to read the passage. It will not then take you long to finish, as the remaining sentences may be of general interest in helping us to understand the writer’s feelings but are not relevant to the material for which you are searching.
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As you can see from this example, selection of details in your reading is vitally important to working under examination conditions. You must have a clear idea of what you are looking for and then focus on finding it and ignore any comment or detail which is not relevant to the question. The more swiftly you can select the details that you actually need to answer the questions, the more time you will have for expressing your understanding of them as clearly as you can.


Now let us look at how to apply skimming and scanning to a series of short-answer comprehension questions. The passage that follows (on page 8) is about the early history of the Eiffel Tower, one of the most famous landmarks in Paris. Here is an example of examination questions that might be set on this passage.
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Read carefully the passage ‘The Eiffel Tower’ and answer the following questions.





a)  Why was the Eiffel Tower originally built?



b)  What was its particular purpose?



c)  What was the full name of the engineer in charge of the project?



d)  What was the name of the engineer who actually designed the tower?



e)  Which word in paragraph 6 tells you that the Eiffel Tower was not intended to be a permanent feature of Paris?



f)  How high was the tower when it was completed?



g)  How long was the tower originally intended to last before it was taken down?



h)  Why did Eiffel become a rich man?



i)  What evidence does the passage give to show that the Eiffel Tower was a very well-made structure?



j)  Why was it finally decided to leave the tower in position?
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You’ll notice that nearly all of these questions ask you to select factual details from the passage. Once you’ve read the questions carefully, you will have a clear understanding of the details you should be looking for as you start skimming and scanning the text.





1  Skimming the text. You will notice that there is a title that makes clear what the subject of the passage is; there is also a photograph that helps you to gain a clear picture of the tower (and may also help to explain what is meant by the phrase ‘triangulated sections’). The passage is written in short paragraphs and you should use these to break down your reading so that you can appreciate particular details.



2  Scanning the text. Once you have a clear understanding of the passage you can select details that are directly relevant to the questions you have been asked and ignore sections of the passage that are not related to these.





Now put these points into practice by trying to answer the questions before reading through the commentary which follows the passage.
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The Eiffel Tower


130+ and still standing


The Eiffel Tower is one of the most famous structures in the world. It was named after Alexandre Eiffel, whose team of engineers designed it. It cost £260000 to build in 1889 with most of the money being provided by Eiffel himself and the French state. The Eiffel Tower rises to a height of 985 feet and for over forty years it was the highest structure in the world.


The top may be reached by using lifts and stairs with the first platform being 189 feet, the second being 380 feet and the third at 906 feet above the ground. The structure is largely composed of triangulated sections and this allowed the engineers to build the tower so high.


It was originally looked upon as a temporary structure, built for the 1889 World’s Fair. The World’s Fair coincided with the centenary of the French Revolution.


The Eiffel Tower was the entrance arch to the World’s Fair and it was one of a number of designs entered as part of a competition. Alexandre Gustave Eiffel’s company won the competition and so the tower became known as the Eiffel Tower. However, it was Morris Koechlin, an employee of Eiffel, who designed the thousand foot structure.


Koechlin was a junior employee of the Eiffel Construction Business, which specialised in the designing and building of bridges and viaducts all over the world. One of his first jobs was to design the framework for the Statue of Liberty.




Later history





The original idea was for the tower to be dismantled after a twenty year period. However, it was so well built and engineered that it was decided to leave it in position. The various parts (of which there were thousands) were so well engineered that not even one had to be returned to workshops for alteration.


After the first year of opening so much money had been raised from people visiting the tower that the cost of construction was covered and Eiffel became rich.


Alexandre Gustave Eiffel conducted experiments on the tower such as using it as a giant pendulum, a pressure gauge, an instrument for measuring air resistance and atmospheric pressure. In 1898 it was discovered that the tower could also be used as a magnificent radio tower. Consequently the Eiffel Tower was saved.
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Skim, scan and select


Now that you’ve had a chance to think about this, we can look more closely at how to read the passage and questions in the most efficient and effective way in order to ensure that you have the best chance of answering all the questions correctly.





•  Skim the text. Remember, this process should include both the questions and the passage about the Eiffel Tower itself. You will notice that all the questions begin with the words why, what, which and how. This suggests that these are what are known as ‘closed’ questions, in other words, questions that require a definite factual answer taken from the passage as opposed to ‘open-ended’ questions that will expect you to draw inferences or conclusions from what is written. You should, therefore, focus your reading on looking for appropriate facts.



•  You will notice that there is a photograph with a caption accompanying the text. This will help you to picture more clearly what is being described in the passage. The passage has a title, followed by a smaller title and about half way through there is a sub-heading. All of these features contain details that your eyes will take in easily as you skim/scan the text and help to give you a clear, overall view of what it is about. Remember, all of these features are helpful clues to your understanding of what you read and you should make use of them whenever they occur.



•  Once you have read through both the questions and the passage, you should then scan the text. In particular you should be searching for details directly relevant to the questions that you are answering. You may find it helpful to underline or highlight relevant sections of the passage.



•  Next, select the precise detail(s) you intend to use to answer each question. Before writing down your answer, however, check these details against the wording of the question. This will help to ensure that you have answered exactly what was written and not what you thought was asked for.



•  Finally, write your answers. Remember, you should avoid anything that is not relevant and include only the precise details required by the question. If you can rephrase the points (without altering the facts) so that they are in your own words, you will make it clear that you have fully understood the answer.





Breaking down the questions and the text


As mentioned previously, the questions ask for factual details that are contained in the passage. The questions are straightforward and, in all cases, the answers you give will be either right or wrong. Don’t be lulled into a sense of false security, however. The questions may be straightforward, but they will still trip up a careless reader. Here are some examples of the sort of things that might catch you out if you are not careful.





•  Question a) asks why the tower was built – if you’re not concentrating you could easily misread this and think that it is asking you to say when it was constructed.



•  Question c) contains two possible traps for the careless reader. Firstly, the question asks for the name of the engineer ‘in charge of the project’ and not the name of the engineer who designed the tower. Secondly, it asks for this person’s full name. An answer which simply puts ‘Eiffel’ would not gain the mark.



•  Question e) is testing your understanding of vocabulary. It is important that you quote the exact word in your answer and not the phrase in which it occurs (unless you underline the actual word that answers the question). If you don’t know which word it is, you should try to work it out from the meanings of the other words in the paragraph.



•  The answer to question h) cannot be lifted directly from the passage. You need to explain in your own words exactly where the money came from that made Eiffel a rich man.



•  Question j) can be answered by referring to the final paragraph. However, in order to pick out the correct answer it is important to keep the key word ‘finally’ in mind as you scan the text.



•  One point that you should quickly notice as you do the first read through of the questions and text is that the questions do not refer to the whole passage. For example, the second and fifth paragraphs contain some interesting information about the tower and its designer, but none of this is required to answer any of the questions.



•  You should also notice that the questions do not always follow the sequence of the text. For example, the answer to question f) comes before the answer to question a). It is, therefore, important to read the whole passage in order to gain a clear overview of its content.





As you can see from this example, it is extremely important to be able to select relevant details quickly and accurately when working under examination conditions. As you skim through the reading passages, you should always attempt to gain a clear understanding of their overall content and then focus on identifying the key words in the questions, so that you can then select the precise points that will provide your answers.


The examination papers will present you with a range of reading passages comprising mainly non-fiction factual reading material. Some passages will be similar in format to the one we have just looked at as an example, but in others the information may be presented differently, for example as an advertisement, a leaflet, a newspaper report and so on. We will consider the different types of reading you may be required to do and the different types of question that may be set to test your understanding of them in later chapters.


Practise your active reading skills


Here are two more reading passages (on pages 11–13) on which to test your reading skills. Practise reading through them and see how easily you can grasp their meaning. You have not been given any questions to answer, but it may help you to gain a more complete understanding if you think about the sort of questions that might be asked about each passage as you read through it. In fact, once you feel confident that you have gained a complete understanding of the material, you and a partner could write your own questions and then swap them over to see how well you do!


The first passage is another straightforward piece of informative writing, giving information about an exhibition recently shown in the National Museum of Singapore and containing historical details about the ancient Roman town of Pompeii which was engulfed by a volcanic eruption.


This passage does not contain any sub-headings or pictures as an aid to understanding so, as you read through it, you should concentrate on trying to identify the main points of each paragraph to provide you with the main details.
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Study tip


A useful tip when reading this type of writing is to assume that each new paragraph deals with an important new point. If you can identify what we call the topic sentence in each paragraph, you will have found a good ‘hook’ on which to hang your understanding. For example, in the second paragraph of this passage the opening sentence is clearly the topic sentence. It states the main point of the paragraph and then the following sentences develop this point.





[image: ]





[image: ]







Pompeii exhibition opens at the National Museum of Singapore



The National Museum of Singapore transports visitors back 2000 years in time to experience life and death in the ancient Roman Empire. A new exhibition, Pompeii: Life in a Roman Village 79 CE reveals daily life in a city steeped in legend and mystery.


Pompeii and its neighbouring cities were buried – and frozen in time – after the fateful eruption of Mt Vesuvius on 24 August 79 CE. After being forgotten for nearly 1700 years, the city was accidentally rediscovered by well-digging shepherds in 1748. Since then, its excavation has yielded extraordinary artifacts – from beds, lanterns, hairpins to an exquisitely preserved 15-foot-long garden fresco from the House of the Gold Bracelet – and provided a comprehensive portrait of the life of a city at the height of the Roman Empire.


Amazingly, archaeologists have also been able to piece together the final moments of the people of Pompeii. By pouring plaster into cavities in the volcanic ash left by the victims’ bodies, archaeologists were able to create moulds of the final moments of life in this once-thriving seaport. The exhibition features more than 250 artifacts uncovered from beneath 30 feet of volcanic material in this once-cosmopolitan city. The exhibition brings these priceless artifacts, along with body casts of eight of the victims of Vesuvius’ fury, to Singapore.


Many of the artifacts had never been on public display until 2007, including a stunning large-scale garden fresco, gold coins, jewellery, marble and bronze statuary, and other dazzling examples of ancient Rome’s artistry and craftsmanship.


The exhibition takes visitors through an average day in Pompeii; visitors walk a Pompeian street complete with storefronts and ambient sound, see samples of food items carbonised by the eruption, explore a home and garden setting from Pompeii, and see how the people of Pompeii expressed their spirituality.


The showpieces of the exhibition are the body casts, made from the cavities left in the ash after the bodies of those buried decomposed. These figures are caught in their last moments, shielding their faces, clinging to each other. Even a dog impression was preserved.


Adapted from Archaeology News Network, Art Daily, 18 October 2010
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Facts and opinions


It is important that you understand the distinction between facts and opinions. Facts are objective details which can be supported by evidence. Opinions are subjective views held by the writer and cannot, therefore, be proved as being either right or wrong. For example, ‘The Eiffel Tower can be found in Paris’ is a fact which can easily be proved; however, a statement such as, ‘The Eiffel Tower is the most beautiful building in Paris’ is an opinion, as it is only the view of the speaker and there is no evidence to prove that the Tower is more beautiful than any other building in the city.


Now read the second example of a piece of informative writing (on pages 12–13).





•  Note, however, that the writer has also included some of his own thoughts and opinions and not just presented the readers with factual details, as in the article about the Eiffel Tower.



•  It is important that when you are scanning the passage, you have a clear appreciation as to which questions require you to identify facts and which ask you to show an understanding of the writer’s thoughts and opinions. Be careful not to confuse opinions with facts as you are reading.
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Golconda Fort: Hyderabad’s time machine
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Legend has it


The stories surrounding this beautiful fort are many. If you like ancient tales, your best bet are the tourist guides who swarm the entrance. They are full of stories that are intriguing, magical and most probably both fanciful and true. But they are stories that will surely keep you entertained throughout your long climb up the fort.


Here’s the true story. Golconda or ‘Golla Konda’ (shepherd’s hill) is a 13th century fort, built by the Hindu Kakatiya kings. According to a legend, a shepherd boy came across an idol on the hill. This led to the construction of a mud fort by the then Kakatiya dynasty ruler of the kingdom around the site. In the 16th century, Golkonda was the capital and fortress city of the Qutub Shahi kingdom, near Hyderabad. The city was home to one of the most powerful Muslim sultanates in the region and was the centre of a flourishing diamond trade.


The city and fortress, built on 400 ft high granite rock, has a number of royal apartments and halls, temples, mosques, magazines, stables, etc. inside. Visitors enter through the ‘Fateh Darwaza’ (Victory Gate) studded with giant iron spikes (to prevent elephants from battering it down).


But that’s just the facts. Legends and myths have always surrounded this mystical fort. Madhu Votteri, a practising conservation architect and author of ‘A Guide To The Heritage of Hyderabad’, talks about a holy mad man who was believed to be the actual protector of the Fort. ‘Legend has it that Majzoob (holy mad man) stayed next to the Fateh Darwaza and protected it. When Aurangazab was ready to conquer the fort, the presence of this mad man never allowed his troops to infiltrate the gateway. Only when another Yousuf Saab, who was a soldier in the Mughal army, made him move from there, was the fort conquered,’ says Madhu.


Ancient engineering


In fact, anyone who has seen happy tourists, clapping away merrily at the Darwaza will know the story behind its brilliant acoustics, one of the many engineering marvels at Golkonda. A hand clap at a certain point at the entrance can be heard clearly at the ‘Bala Hissar’ pavilion, the highest point almost a kilometre away. This worked as a warning note to the royals in case of an attack. Many walls of the inner buildings literally have ears. Whisper in one corner of the hall, with its great bare stone walls and empty windows, and you can be heard distinctly in another. This once enabled people to petition the king in private without risk to his security but nowadays just provides great amusement to tourists.


The gods are smiling


Madhu reveals that the Golconda Fort was unique because it held a lot of religious value for both the Hindus and Muslims. ‘The Sri Jagadamba Maha temple atop Golconda is as famous as the Fort itself. In fact there was much secularity during those times. Ibrahim Quli Qutub Shah was popular among subjects and was also highly respected by Hindus. The two mosques in Naya Qila are a sight to behold too. The mosque of Mustafa Khan has a unique roof in Mughal style, while the Mullah Khayali mosque has beautiful Persian script engraved on its stones,’ she says. There is also a Hindu temple on the way up. Story has it that Ram Das, a revenue official jailed by Abul Hasan Tana Shah, for misusing state funds, carved images of Rama, Lakshman and Hanuman on a rock surface in the cell.


Travelling tales


According to historians, a number of travellers came in and out of the fort, through the caravan route although not all could enter the fort immediately as it took them a lot of time and money to make their way through the gates of the fortress. ‘So they would create make-shift settlements outside to live in,’ says Madhu.


Also within the fort was a sarai (a caravan station for traders and travellers) as part of a Persian style garden built during the reign of Ibrahim Quli Qutub Shah. One story goes that during the reign of Abdullah Qutub Shah, he used to hear a woman’s voice as she sang for travellers at the sarai, while he sat kilometres away at Golconda Fort. Her melodious voice was carried by the breeze, reaching the prince’s ear at the fort.


Of gems and jewels


When the French traveller and jeweller Jean-Baptiste Tavernier reached Golconda in 1653, he found a fortress nearly two ‘leagues in length’ and requiring a large garrison for its defence. It was a town where the king kept his treasure. It was also an international jewellery bazaar, where traders from as far away as Arabia, Persia, Central Asia and Europe converged to barter for precious stones under the shade of its vast banyan trees. The Great Mughal Diamond, said by its owner, the Mughal Emperor Babur, to be ‘equal in value to one day’s food of all the people in the world’ came from mines around Golconda, as did the Koh-i-Noor and dozens of other priceless gems. In fact, Marco Polo in his Book of Marvels is said to have spoken wonderingly of the Land of Golconda, identifying it as the mythical Valley of Diamonds in which, according to ‘The Arabian Nights’, Sindbad the Sailor had, centuries earlier, been cast down by a giant bird. If you reached down into the soil your hand would be filled with diamonds the size of eagle’s eggs!


Adapted from ‘Golconda Fort: Hyderabad’s time machine’, from the Times of India, 9 January 2013
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2 Applying your reading skills


An examination such as Cambridge IGCSE Second Language English will test your ability both to read and understand material written in English and also to express yourself in that language in writing and speaking. In this and the following two chapters we will look more closely at the different ways in which your understanding may be tested and provide opportunity for you to engage in answering some practice exercises.


The reading passages


The content of some of the reading passages on which you are tested and many of the questions set on these passages will be the same for both Core and Extended candidates. However, there will be some additional questions on the Extended paper which will require you to show an understanding of some of the ideas that are merely implied in the passage, rather than being directly stated by the writer. Questions such as these are referred to as inferential questions.


The Extended paper will also have an additional reading passage and questions to those contained in the Core paper. There are four texts to read for the Core paper (which lasts 1 hour and 30 minutes) and five for the Extended paper (which lasts for 2 hours).


Overall, the Cambridge IGCSE Second Language English Core tier reading questions will expect you to be able to do the following:





•  understand straightforward texts such as notices, signs, timetables and advertisements and identify and retrieve simple facts and details contained in these texts



•  read and understand a range of more complex texts (such as letters, brochures and fiction texts) and select and organise relevant information contained in them including ideas, opinions and attitudes expressed by the writer(s)



•  show some understanding of what is implied by the writer(s) but not directly expressed in the text.





For the Extended tier reading questions you will be expected to do the following:





•  read, understand, identify and select details, facts and important ideas contained in a range of texts including notices, signs, magazines and newspapers



•  read and understand texts such as letters, brochures and more extended passages of imaginative writing and select and organise appropriate information and details contained in them



•  identify and understand opinions, ideas and attitudes that are both explicit and implied in more extended texts and show an appreciation of the connections between these ideas and so on.






The reading questions


Before we move on to look at how to approach some of the particular types of questions that will be set, it will help to summarise the key points which will ensure that you answer the reading questions as successfully as you can. Try to keep the following points in mind when you set about preparing to answer questions.





•  You have plenty of time to read the passages carefully; don’t rush into writing your answers until you have gained a clear understanding of what you have been asked to read.



•  Remember that a careful reading and clear understanding of the questions is as important as reading the passages. This will help to ensure that you are in the best position to select those details that are relevant to the question you are answering.



•  Read each passage through carefully from beginning to end in order to gain a general, overall understanding of it: it is important that you gain a sound overview of what it is about.



•  Once you have achieved both an overview of the passage and a clear understanding of what the questions require, then look closely at the relevant sections of the passage on which the questions are based. It may help to underline or highlight key points in the text so that you can easily find them when writing your answers.



•  The next step is to produce your written answers to the questions. Remember, it is important that what you write makes it clear that you have understood exactly what the question requires. A reader can judge your understanding only by what you have written, so don’t leave out points which may seem obvious if they are relevant – if you do not include a point, you cannot be given credit for knowing it.



•  Make sure all the details you include in your answers are relevant to the question, write your answers clearly and do not include irrelevant comments.



•  Use your own words as far as possible to demonstrate your understanding. If you are asked to explain the meaning of a word such as ‘exciting’ remember that an answer which says ‘something that makes you feel excited’ cannot be rewarded as you need to use a word such as ‘thrilling’ to show your understanding.



•  Remember: the more marks a question is worth, the more detailed your answer should be. You may have to refer to more than one part of the passage to provide a complete answer.






Types of texts


The first types of passages that we are going to look at are those which are likely to be set for the earlier questions on both Core and Extended papers. Advertisements, brochures, leaflets, guides, reports, manuals and instructions will all be used as a basis for questions, although not all these types of texts will appear in any one question paper.


Owing to the nature and content of these types of writing it is likely that, for both tiers, the questions set on them will be quite straightforward and require you to identify factual details contained in the passage. They will almost certainly be of the short-answer type, rather than extended responses such as a summary. However, there may be questions on the Extended papers that will expect you to interpret some of the points that are not directly stated, for example by asking how the words used in an advertisement are aimed to appeal to a particular group of readers.
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The Golconda Fort transports you into a time warp.
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