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Chapter 1


Once there was a terrible fire-breathing dragon who lived in a cave high above a town.


He would terrorise the townspeople,scorching their spring flowers and tall summer cornwith his flames.
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At night,the smoke from his nostrils would fill the sky and black out the stars.
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One day, the dragon made a terrible demand.“Send me your most beautiful maiden,” he roared,“or I’ll burn down your town.”
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“I’ll go!” cried Princess Greta.


“You’re not the most beautiful,” teased her brother.”“Girls can’t fight dragons,” added the king.


“This girl can,”said Greta,and beforeanyonecould stop her she ran outside,leapt on her horseand galloped away. 
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After many hours,she stopped to restbeside a lake.Its clear surface shonelike a mirror. She could see her face clearly.Greta stuck out her tongue,and herreflection did,too.


“Hey!” thought Greta,“that gives me an idea.”
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