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Introduction by the Wizard



After I finished my Book of Wizard Craft, I thought I’d take a nice long vacation. I’d already spent 600 years working on that last book, for goodness’ sake! Ever since I was a young wizard, I’ve kept notes on how to make useful things for wizard work. I also wrote down many of the stories wizards tell each other late at night. I shared some of my own adventures, too.


But it wasn’t easy to fit 600 years into only one book. I had several dozen more chests of notes, drawings, and keepsakes hidden in a secret cave guarded by dragons. But when I told my editor about them, she threw up her hands and said we’d just have to do a second book. So here it is!























HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


This new book of mine is all about wizard parties, how young wizards can have fun together and celebrate special times. My best memories are the times I spent with my friends at their castles or mine, playing games and making magic. Like the time I sent 500 mice to sing for Merlin at his 500th birthday party at King Arthur’s court. Or the holiday party when my dragon friends blasted “Welcome!” in green and red smoke over my front door.


This book tells how to make everything you need for special theme parties and for parties for each season (spring, summer, fall, and winter). I include instructions for decorations, special partywear, party favors, crafts, games, and stories you can read aloud. Mix potions for an Alchemists’ Gathering. Make a Throne of the Realm for Merlin’s Birthday Party. Build a Merry Maypole for a Welcome Springtime Fairy Frolic. You can even make it “snow” inside for a Wizard’s Winter Revels!


Follow the directions in my chapter on Basic Wizard’s Gear (pages 136–142) to make easy party robes, hats, and other items. Or make special party clothes, including a Chinese Wizard’s Robe. Make Fairy Wands and Wings, or a Crystal Crown (just like Glinda the Good Witch wore when I met her in the Land of Oz long ago).


It’s very wizardly to make things with your own hands! You and your party guests will have fun making easy craft projects they can take home later. Or make some party favors ahead of time. Learn to play my favorite party games, too. How about Dragon Wrestling, Cabbage Bowling, Tea Leaf Reading, or Egyptian Dice?


My directions for each party include special food and drink recipes such as Mandrake Cupcakes and Lavender Lemonade. Some of them I invented myself, and some I got from other wizards. The trooping fairies (who spend all their time feasting outdoors) gave me tips, too. I’ve updated the recipes for modern cooks, because most of us just don’t have time to roast a whole ox these days.


You’ll also find a special story for every party in this book. You (or a friendly adult wizard) can read it aloud to your guests. If you have a Spirited Druid Halloween Gathering, I dare you to turn out the lights and read the tale of the Beheading Ball. Or hear Merlin’s story about what really happened to King Arthur and the Sword in the Stone. I share legends and stories from my own past too, including tales about famous alchemists and dragons.


Use this book however you wish! Follow my directions to give the party of your choice. Or mix and match different activities to invent a party of your own. Several of my witch friends told me they’re giving a Good Witch and Goddess Party. They’re making the Goddess of Beauty tunics found on page 111, and the Fairy Wands found on page 84. I was glad to hear that.


I also include guides on how to pronounce some wizardly words and names (in case you haven’t learned them yet). One caution: If you see the snake symbol next to a how-to project, YOU MUST FIND AN ADULT WIZARD OR NONWIZARD TO HELP YOU. I mean it, I’m serious! If you ignore me, I’ll turn you into a Giant Slug and you’ll be late for everything, including dinner.
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Now for my best party secrets . . .






















SOME THOUGHTS ON PARTY GIVING & GOING



If you want to be a well-mannered wizard, pay attention. When you give a party, invite guests at least two or three weeks before the event. That way, your friends can get their wizard robes ready and look forward to your party. You can invite people by telephone or email, but I think it’s much nicer to send written invitations in the mail. (See the next page for how to make party invitations.) Then you can call anyone who didn’t understand the RSVP on your invitation (more below on that subject).


If you’re invited to a party, telephone or email the host or hostess right away to tell them if you can come. (That’s why you’ll see the letters, “RSVP” on an invitation. They stand for “répondez s’il vous plaît” which is French for “please respond”). Don’t depend on your host being able to read your mind. His skills as a wizard may not be that strong yet. And don’t ever just show up the day of the party without letting your host know you’re attending. Your host needs to know how many people are coming. That way, his kitchen dragon will know how many cookies to roast.


What happens if you’re invited to a party given by someone you don’t know well? Or you’re not sure you like that person? I encourage you to say “Yes” to the invitation. Go and see what happens. Maybe you’ll make some new friends!


On the other hand, what if you hear about a party you weren’t invited to? My advice is to start making plans to give your own party. Don’t wait for other people to make fun—start making your own! You’ll be surprised by how many friends you attract. Make the first move to have people over to your cavern or castle. You’ll be on their guest lists in the future. Be patient. I once invited Sir O’Blihveehuss to a party. He was a grand Irish wizard, and I didn’t know him well. He seemed to have a good time, but he didn’t ask me to his castle—until 200 years had passed! It turned out he only gave parties every couple of centuries. His housekeeping elf didn’t have to dust much that way.


When you give a party, help your guests enjoy themselves. Break the ice and help strangers meet each other. If any guests seem shy, spend some extra time with them. Ask them to help you, or try to match them up with other guests they can talk to.


If you’re a guest, bring a little surprise for your host or hostess with you, perhaps a flower or a small bottle of potion. If it’s a birthday party, gifts are usually welcome. Does your host have a trained, eight-armed Giant Octopus helping in the kitchen? If not, ask if you can lend a hand. Don’t forget to say "please," and when it’s time to leave, thank whoever invited you. Here’s a hint: If you really want to impress your host and the adult wizards in the house, send a thank-you note or email the next day to tell them what a lovely time you had. You’ll likely be invited to their next party, if you do!


So go ahead, take this book and start planning how to make magic with your friends. And if you happen to see a silver-haired stranger in a purple cloak at your party, don’t worry. Just offer me—er, I mean him—a glass of punch. We wizards never say no to having a good time.























YOU’RE INVITED!



HOW TO MAKE FANTASTIC INVITATIONS


The best parties always start with those two magic words: You’re invited! My wizard friends and I always tried to top each other’s invitations. Can you imagine glowing hieroglyphs (HIGH-row-gliffs) on your front door? Swirls of genie smoke writing messages in the air? Or a mysterious silver envelope in your mailbox, addressed just to you? Looking forward to a party always adds to the fun.


Make invitations that give your guests a hint of things to come. It should shout, “This is not a plain, old party!” Write addresses in golden ink. Send see-through fairy wings or glittering dragon scales. No one will forget to come, that’s for sure!


It’s easy to make invitations. First, go to the stationery department of a store and buy some envelopes. Choose a size, shape, and color you like. It’s easier to buy the envelopes and make the invitation to fit than the other way around (unless you cheat with Shrink-Me- or Expand-O-Spells). At the same time, buy some special paper to make the invitations. Try folding one sheet of paper different ways, and make sure it fits the envelope. Remember which fold you liked the best.


Now for the most important part—the words. A good invitation tells who, what, when, and where.


Who is giving the party?


(You, Merlin the wizard, or


King Tut of Egypt?)


What kind of party is it?


(An Alchemists’ Gathering or


an Aladdin’s Cave Party?)


When is it, what date and time?


(Your birthday or nightfall on Halloween?)


Where is it? (Your street address or under the biggest tree in your local enchanted grove?)


Add your telephone number or email address, too, so other wizards can contact you to say, “Count me in! I’m coming.”
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Do you have the time to put a Speaking Spell on each invitation? If not, take one blank sheet of white paper (it should be the same size as the special paper you chose for the actual invitations). Write out the invitation by hand, or use a rubber stamp, typewriter, or computer to print it. Check the spelling, date and time, address, phone number, and email address. All correct?


Now add some more magic! This book of mine is chock-full of wizardly designs for every party. Photocopy the ones you like. Cut them out, and glue them to the written invitation. Almost done!


Photocopy the invitation onto the special paper. Add color, glitter, or other decorations if you wish. Let it dry, then fold the invitations and stick them in envelopes (don’t forget the stamp). Mail them. Now wait for the responses to come flying in!
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ALCHEMISTS’ GATHERING



In my youth, alchemists gave the most exciting parties. You never knew when something would suddenly explode! Today’s young wizards will enjoy safely mixing up some magic at an Alchemists’ Gathering. Here are my recipes for potions that bubble and sparkle and spew. Guests will also have fun making Portable Cauldrons and Alchemist’s Gold.




















MAGICAL THINGS TO MAKE & MARVELOUS THINGS TO DO


Alchemist’s Laboratory


Every alchemist (AL-kem-isst) has a laboratory, and you’ll want to create one for your party. Some old books show alchemists’ labs full of strange-looking jars of bubbling who-knows-what. Impress your guests with a lab stocked with everything you need to make the Fun Recipes for Young Alchemists (page 22).


Set up a special lab area in the party room or kitchen. Lay a piece of plastic sheeting on the work surface and floor. Hang a large cardboard sign that reads, “Caution! Alchemists at Work” or “Danger! Wizard Blasting.”


Read the recipe directions and gather what you need, and check out this page for a handy list of tools. True wizards are never wasteful and don’t throw many things away. The recycling bins in your home probably have useful items for your lab. Collect glass jars and plastic bottles with lids, pieces of hose or plastic piping, and cardboard. Make sure they’re clean.


Photocopy the label on this page, write the name of the ingredient on it, and glue or tape it to any box, bag, or bottle you use. You don’t want to pick up Wurm Slime when you meant to use Dragon’s Blood!


Mix food coloring and water in bottles or jars, and give them labels like Gnome Spew or Toad Sweat. Ask an adult to punch a hole in the top of some of the jar lids and run lengths of clear, plastic tubing from one jar to another. Run a length of tubing into just one jar, and blow bubbles just for fun!


Keep paper and pencil handy for keeping notes and a stopwatch to time experiments. One alchemist lost the formula for turning orange rinds into gold because he forgot to keep notes. He never could eat an orange after that, poor fellow.
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HANDY TOOLS FOR EVERY HOME LABORATORY


• small mixing bowls


• liquid measuring cup


• measuring spoons


• kitchen spoon


• clean glass jars and bottles with screw-on lids or cork stoppers


• knife


• saucepan


• strainer or coffee filters


• funnel


• eyedropper


• small, clear plastic drinking cups


• marking pens


• food storage bags


• blow-dryer


• rubber bands


• clear, flexible PVC tubing




* Photocopy this label so you’ll know your Wurm Slime from your Presto, Chang-o Potion.






Portable Cauldron [image: ]



Every wizard’s lab has a big, three-legged iron pot called a cauldron (CALL-drun). Wizards use them to heat potions (or dinner) over a fire. It isn’t easy to move heavy pots from place to place, so modern wizards pack smaller ones when they go wandering. Party guests can make their own mini cauldrons and take them home to use for breakfast cereal potions.


WHAT YOU NEED


• small plastic or acrylic bowls in bright colors


• large wooden craft beads, small plastic balls, furniture glides, drawer knobs or pulls, corks, or recycled soda bottle caps, 3 per bowl, to serve as legs


• sandpaper


• adult wizard


• hot-glue gun and glue sticks


• epoxy adhesive (optional)


• acrylic paint (optional)


• brushes (optional)


• clear acrylic sealer spray (optional)
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INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Purchase small bowls. You’ll need to know the size of the bowl in order to choose the right legs. Take the bowl with you when you shop for legs so you can try them out and see what works best.


2.   Go to the craft or hardware store to buy legs to fit the bowls, or use recycled items.


3.   Use the sandpaper to roughen the bottom of each bowl and the tops of the legs, to give the surfaces “tooth” for the glue.


4.   Turn the bowls upside down. With help from an adult wizard, hot-glue three, equally spaced legs to the bottom of each bowl. Let the glue dry.


5.   For extra cauldron power, use the acrylic paint to decorate the outside of the bowls with the owners’ names, alchemical symbols, or other magical additives. Spray with a clear acrylic sealer to keep the paint from flaking off later. If you’re going to put food in the bowls, be sure to paint and seal just the outside of them! Hand wash them in the sink to clean.



[image: ] Dance of the Spheres Centerpiece


Some alchemists tried to explain how the planets and stars moved, and they called the system “the music of the spheres.” This simple table centerpiece makes a lively show and doubles as a magic trick.


To impress your fellow party guests, wave your wand over the jar as you sprinkle in the “magic powder” and watch the mothball spheres dance.


WHAT YOU NEED


• adult wizard


• tall glass vase, large glass jar, or glass bowl


• taper candle


• candle adhesive or modeling clay


• mothballs (Use gloves when handling, and take care to not inhale the fumes)


• white vinegar


• water


• liquid measuring cup


• magic wand (optional)


• measuring spoon, 1 teaspoon (8 g) size


• magic powder (also known as baking soda)


• matches
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INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Get an adult wizard to help you. Center the taper inside the vase, and use the candle adhesive or modeling clay to stick it to the bottom.


2.   Scatter a handful of the mothballs in the vase.


3.   Measure and add 1/4 cup (60 mL) of vinegar to the vase.


4.   Add the water 1 cup (240 mL) at a time to fill the vase. Don’t cover the tip of the candle! Keep count of how many cups you add.


5.   While you wave your wand and say, “Planetas Gaseous!” (or “Gassy Planets!), add 1 teaspoon (8 g) of baking soda for each cup of water in the vase. Get an adult wizard to light the candle. The mothballs will start bobbing up, down, and around, and will move for about an hour. When they slow down, add a dash of vinegar and baking soda to start their dance again.



Alchemist’s Robe [image: ]



Like today’s scientists, alchemists used symbols for the chemicals in their potions. (That way they didn’t have to write out all those long words.) But when you first learn the art of alchemy, it can be hard to remember all of the symbols! An alchemist-in-training can wear this robe in the lab and use it as a handy reminder for what’s what. That way, you won’t add sulphur to a potion when you meant to add salt! The robe’s shorter sleeve length keeps you from getting caught in the lab equipment, too.


WHAT YOU NEED


• Basic Robe on page 136


• newspaper


• pencil


• black acrylic paint


• copper, gold, and silver acrylic paints (optional)


• fabric-painting medium


• small, flat paintbrush, 1/4 inch (6 mm) wide


• alchemical symbols on this page and page 138


• adult wizard


• iron
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INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Follow the directions to make the Basic Robe on page 136, but shorten the sleeve length. Instead of measuring from the wrist for the sleeves, choose a place halfway between the wrist and elbow as a starting point.


2.   Lay the part of the robe you wish to decorate on a flat surface.


3.   Place layers of newspaper underneath the places you’ll be painting: in the sleeves, between the front and back, and along the bottom hem. This keeps paint from bleeding onto another part of the robe.


4.   Use the pencil to lightly trace the alchemical symbols on the robe.


5.   Mix a small amount of the acrylic paint with the fabric-painting medium following the manufacturer’s instructions. Use the paintbrush to apply the paint mixture to the symbols. You can also write the name of the symbol below to help you remember which is which!


6.   When you’ve finished decorating the robe, have an adult wizard follow the instructions included with the fabric-painting medium for setting the paint with the iron (or hot dragon’s breath).



Alchemist’s Spell-Catcher Safety Goggles [image: ]



Wizards-in-training and student alchemists should always wear safety gear when they work in their labs. Who knows if that mixture of dried sloth toes, moon crystals, and salt water will explode? The wires on the goggles also help protect against harmful cosmic rays and spells cast by other wizards. Better safe than sorry! The goggles make great party favors, or guests can make their own at the party before they begin work in the lab.


WHAT YOU NEED


• impact goggles*


• brightly colored craft wire or pipe cleaners


• measuring tape


• adult wizard


• wire cutters or scissors


• needle-nose pliers


• pencil


• large plastic craft beads in bright colors


• small polystyrene foam balls


• hot-glue gun and glue sticks (optional, but handy)


• dimensional puff paint, glitter paint, or acrylic paints


• small brushes (optional)


*You’ll find inexpensive impact goggles at your local home improvement store. Goggles made of a flexible material, with ventilated sides and an adjustable elastic strap, are the easiest to decorate.
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INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Remove any hang tags and stickers from the goggles. Adjust the elastic strap if necessary for proper fit.


2.   With the help of an adult wizard, measure and cut six to eight lengths of craft wire, each about 14 inches (36 cm) long. Set them aside.


3.   Use the needle-nose pliers to bend a length of wire into a narrow U-shape. Thread the ends of the wire from the inside of the goggles through two adjacent ventilation holes. Twist the wire together a couple of times on the outside of the goggles to secure it.


4.   Wind each end of each wire around the pencil to form a coil, or wind the wire in a flat spiral shape.


5.   Add a bead to the ends of as many coils as desired. Use the needle-nose pliers to bend the ends of the wires to secure the beads.


6.   With the help of an adult wizard, hot-glue a few polystyrene foam balls to the ends of the wire coils as desired.


7.   Use the dimensional puff paint or glitter paint to decorate the front of the goggles. Use squiggles, dots, or a continuous line to outline the lenses. Try not to put a lot of paint on the lenses, though a little won’t hurt.


8.   Set the goggles aside and let the paint dry while you play some games. Then let your wizard guests try on their goggles, adjusting the plastic straps if necessary. They can wear them home!
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Alchemist’s Safety Gloves


These safety gloves work two ways. They protect your hands from harmful substances like bat bile. They also prevent warts when you pick up a runaway toad in the lab. (Just kidding on that last part. I’ve heard that old tale since I was a young wizard, but it isn’t true.)


WHAT YOU NEED


• newspaper


• any combination you like of fine-tip permanent markers, glitter or puff paints, large sequins, plastic jewels, and fabric braid


• craft glue or rubber cement


• rubber gloves


• alchemical symbols on page 17
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INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Cover your work area with the newspaper to protect it from spills, and set out the materials for decorating the gloves.


2.   Give each party guest a pair of rubber gloves. If you wish, before the party you can lightly trace outlines of alchemical symbols located on page 17.


3.   Now the young wizards can decorate their gloves however they like! They can use the markers or paint to trace over the drawn-on alchemical symbols. They can add colorful, squiggly lines and shapes, and squeeze dots of paint along the fingers. They can also glue on sequins, jewels, or braid to the gloves for extra dazzle.



Wizard’s Magic Flowers


A French alchemist named Vallemont (VAL-moh) once burned a flower. Then he mixed its ashes with secret chemicals in a glass beaker. When he heated the mixture, there was the flower in full bloom, floating in the beaker! He called it the Resuscitated Rose. You can try this amazing experiment yourself, using “secret” ingredients from the craft store and no fire whatsoever!


WHAT YOU NEED


• flower template


• pencil


• white paper


• scissors


• compressed sponges*


• 1 large, clear glass container (or a smaller container for each guest)


• water


• magic wand (see page 139)


*Look for these near-paper-thin sponges in the stamping or painting sections of craft stores.
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Use this flower shape as a template.


INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Photocopy the flower template on this page, or use a pencil to trace it on a piece of paper. You may make the template larger or smaller so the flowers fit comfortably when they expand in the glass container. Make sure about this; a flower that’s too large for the container spoils the effect.


2.   Use the scissors to cut out the paper templates.
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figure 1


3.   Place a template on a compressed sponge and trace around it with the pencil. Outline as many flowers as you need.


4.   Cut out the flower shape (figure 1).


5.   Fill the glass container with water, and quickly wave your wand over the water while you chant the following spell:


Let my magic like water flow
make these flowers grow and grow!
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Alchemist’s Gold with Handy Sorcerer’s Pouch


My friend Agrippa was such a powerful magician; five kings asked him for help. But he was forgetful, and once paid his landlord with gold coins that became seashells! Your guests can make their own gold and drawstring pouch.


WHAT YOU NEED


• newspaper


• small objects such as buttons, pebbles, or dried pasta


• disposable latex gloves


• paintbrushes


• gold acrylic paint in liquid form


• microfine gold glitter


• white craft glue


• plastic food storage bag


INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Cover the tabletop with newspaper and lay out the materials. Wearing the latex gloves to protect their hands, guests can hand paint the small objects.


2.   While the pieces are still wet, sprinkle them with a little gold glitter for extra sparkle. Let them dry.


3.   For extra-glittery gold, brush the pieces with a thin coat of the craft glue. Dump glitter in the plastic food storage bag. Add the objects, close the bag, and shake gently to coat. Let them dry.
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Handy Sorcerer’s Pouch


It’s easy to make a drawstring pouch to store all your gold. You can tie it to the belt of your robe or tuck it inside a sleeve where no one can see it.
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figure 1


WHAT YOU NEED


• 1 piece of cloth, felt, scrap leather, or chamois*, about 18 inches (46 cm) square


• circular template, such as a dinner plate or large plastic lid


• pencil


• scissors


• hole punch or large, sharp nail


• 1 yard (1 m) twine, heavy string, or leather lacing


*found in auto-supply stores
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figure 2


INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Working on a tabletop, use the pencil to trace around the template onto the cloth. Use the scissors to cut out the circle.


2.   Use the hole punch or nail to make evenly spaced holes around the edge of the circle (figure 1). Put the cloth’s edge as far as it will go in your hole punch. Maintain this distance all around the circle.


3.   Weave the cord in and out of the holes around the circle. Leave a tail of cord hanging from the starting point.


4.   Match the ends of the cord and knot them together. Pull the cord to gather the material to close the pouch (figure 2).



Fun Recipes for Young Alchemists [image: ]



What’s a good Alchemist’s Party without things that bubble, ooze, smoke, and sparkle? Making potions, slimes, incense, and fireworks is a lot of fun for everyone, but young wizards should NEVER eat or drink any of the ingredients. Find an adult wizard (or nonwizard) to help with cooking things on the stove and to keep an eye on things in the lab!


Wurm Slime [image: ]


Did you know that some of the earliest dragons were called wurms? They looked like very large snakes with dark skin that oozed slime. Young wizards, or anyone who likes ooey, gooey things, will enjoy making this recipe.


WHAT YOU NEED


• metallic gel pen


• small plastic food storage bags with zip closing


• adult wizard


• 17 ounces (503 mL) warm water


• clean quart jar with screw-on lid


• 1/8 cup (51 g) borax laundry booster


• small mixing bowl or cup


• large kitchen spoon


• white craft glue


• green food coloring


INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Use the metallic gel pen to label each plastic storage bag, “Genuine Wurm Slime.” Set aside.


2.   With the help of an adult wizard, put the warm water in the jar and add the borax laundry booster. Screw on the lid and shake until the borax dissolves. Allow to cool.


3.   Measure 2 spoons of the white glue into the bowl. Add 3 spoons of water and stir.


4.   Add 3 drops of the green food coloring and stir. Pour the mixture into the plastic food storage bag.


5.   Measure a spoon of the cooled borax solution into each bag, one per guest. Each guest should zip the bag closed and knead with their hands to mix its contents. Everyone now has a bag of Wurm Slime to take home!


Presto, Change-O Potion [image: ]


Command, “Presto, Change-O!” when you pour this potion from glass to glass. Watch it turn dark blue-black, then pour it into another glass, and it’s clear again.


WHAT YOU NEED


• adult wizard


• 2 1/2 cups (600 mL) water


• liquid measuring cup


• small saucepan


• 1 teaspoon (5 g) cornstarch


• mixing spoon


• large jar with a lid


• 1/2 cup (120 mL) 3 percent hydrogen peroxide*


• eyedropper


• 1 tablespoon (15 mL) white vinegar


• iodine


• photographic fixer (also called hypo or sodium thiosulfate)**


• small clear plastic drinking cups (allow 3 per alchemist)


• fine-tip permanent marker


• spoon or magic wand


*available at drugstores


**available at photography stores
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INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Put 1 cup (240 mL) of water in the saucepan. Add the cornstarch and, with help from an adult wizard, heat on a stove, stirring with the spoon until the cornstarch dissolves. Add another 1 cup (240 mL) cup of water. Transfer the solution to the jar.


2.   Use the permanent marker to number the cups “1,” “2,” and “3.”


3.   Put the fresh cornstarch solution in cup number one. Add the 1/2 cup (120 mL) of hydrogen peroxide and 1/2 cup (120 mL) of water, and use the eyedropper to add a few drops of the vinegar.


4.   With the eyedropper, put a few drops of the iodine on the bottom of cup number two. Wash the eyedropper thoroughly, then use it to put 2 drops of photographic fixer on the bottom of cup number three.


5.   Repeat steps 1 through 4 to prepare as many setups as you need for your guests, and arrange on the alchemy table.


6.   When a guest is ready to perform magic, he should shout, “Presto, Change-O!” and pour the contents of cup number one into cup number two (the one with iodine). The potion will turn a bluish black.


7.   Shout “Presto, Change-O!” again, and pour the contents of cup number two into cup number three. Stir with the spoon or magic wand. The potion will become clear, then change back to bluish black in about 15 seconds.


Fairy Rose Water [image: ]


Make this ahead of time for spend-the-night party guests. Each guest can sprinkle a little bit on a fresh herb or flower and sleep with it under her pillow. In the morning, if the flower looks fresh, that means she has a secret admirer!


WHAT YOU NEED


• 4 fresh roses


• 2 cups (480 mL) water


• adult wizard


• saucepan


• strainer


• clean, empty bottle


• fresh wildflowers or herb sprigs (one per guest)


INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Remove the petals from the roses and put them in the saucepan. With help from an adult wizard, add the water and warm the petals over low heat until they become transparent. Let cool.


2.   Strain the liquid to separate out the petals, and put the liquid in the bottle. Keep in the refrigerator until you’re ready to use it.


3.   Sprinkle the rose water on the flower or sprig of herb. Sweet dreams!


Orange Peel Fireworks [image: ]


Every wizard should be able to make sparks fly! But NEVER try working with a candle flame unless there’s an adult wizard standing right there with you! Do not ignore this warning, or I’ll turn you into a garden toad faster than you can say, “Dragon poop!”


WHAT YOU NEED


• adult wizard


• fireproof surface, such as an oven mat


• taper candle


• candleholder with sturdy base


• large rubber bands


• matches


• orange peels


• bowl or basket


INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Cover the tabletop with the oven mat. Fix the candle in the candleholder and set it on the mat. Set the basket of orange peels nearby.


2.   All wizards attempting this feat should now roll up the sleeves of their robes. Slip one or two rubber bands over each arm to hold the rolled-up sleeves in place.


3.   Dim the lights and light the candle. With the adult wizard supervising, each guest should take turns picking up a piece of orange peel and squeezing it, quickly flicking the oils from the peel through the candle flame. Leaping wizards, it’s fireworks!


Nebuchadnezzar’s Incense [image: ]


Nebuchadnezzar (NEH-book-udd-NEZZ-er) was a desert king long ago. He commanded his court wizards to do something to cover up the smell of camel in the air. The wizards used spices from the royal kitchen to create this recipe.


WHAT YOU NEED


• adult wizard


• 1 tablespoon (8 g) each of dried cinnamon, cloves, rosemary, sage, fennel, ginger, thyme, lavender, or dried ground orange peel (or a mixture)


• small heatproof dish


• benzoin*


• Fairy Rose Water on page 23 (optional)


• spoon


• 1/2 cup (224 g) aromatic wood shavings powder such as cedar, pine, or sandalwood**


• mortar and pestle, or a mixing bowl and large wooden spoon


• fireproof container, such as a flowerpot


• small quantity of sand


• round discs of charcoal


• matches


• small plastic storage bags (optional)


*available at pharmacies


**available at herb shops, or use flaked cedar bedding sold at pet stores


INSTRUCTIONS


1.   Put all the spices in the mixing dish and add a few drops of the benzoin (and a tiny bit of rose water if desired). Mix well with the spoon, and with an adult wizard’s help, let the mixture dry in the oven on low heat.


2.   Combine 2 tablespoons (30 g) of the spice mixture with the wood shavings in the mortar or mixing bowl. Alchemists can take turns using the spoon to grind the mixture into a very fine powder.


3.   Fill the fireproof container half-full with sand, and place a charcoal disc on top.


4.   Spoon a little spice mixture on the charcoal. With an adult wizard’s help, light it with a match, and enjoy the smell. You can also send guests home with bags of incense for their chambers.


[image: ]
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