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Denmark has always held a favorable reputation on the world stage, repeatedly topping “world’s happiest country” lists, yet it has often remained off the beaten path, or at least down a side street, for many visitors to Europe. Copenhagen has no Big Ben, Eiffel Tower, or Colosseum to conjure up iconic images in travelers’ minds, but the Danish capital has serious claims to be considered in the same tier as the famous cities these landmarks call home.


Copenhagen’s accessibility, culture, nightlife, food, bicycle bridges, calming lakes, microbreweries, diversity, and healthy work-life balance are all part of its appeal. They are also part of the city’s way of life and show that its “happiness” is more than just a vague idea. Don’t rush your visit. Take your time to scratch under the surface and uncover what makes this city so special.


I once heard someone say, “There’s Copenhagen, and then there’s the rest of Denmark.” It was meant to praise the capital, but I prefer to see it as a compliment to both. There are many treasures just beyond Copenhagen. To the north, in the suburbs, you’ll find a giant deer park right next to Bakken, an ancient amusement park that brings out the child in everyone. And just across the Øresund—a strait that forms the Danish-Swedish border—is Malmö, where you can easily get a taste of Swedish life.


The southern island of Møn is only a couple of hours from Copenhagen, yet it feels like it’s another world, with undulating countryside, dramatic cliffs, and a welcoming friendliness that’s hard to find in any city. Helsingør and Roskilde are approachable small towns with spectacular historical edifices. The atmospheric harbor village of Dragør has a charm that cannot be denied. And, of course, there’s the Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, a museum that ranks among the best in the world, located in a sleepy fishing village in north Zealand. If you’re visiting Copenhagen, much of Denmark is truly within your reach.



MY FAVORITE EXPERIENCES





[image: image]


1 Spending the afternoon at Tivoli Gardens—a 19th-century amusement park—riding the “Demon,” strolling through a Chinese bamboo forest, and dancing to a live swing band as the sun goes down.
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2 Bicycling on the specially designed twisting bridges across the harbor, and feeling the wind on your face on a two-wheeled trip around town. It’s Copenhagen—you’ll feel you’ve missed something if you don’t.
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3 Climbing to the top of the Church of Our Saviour and admiring the panoramic views of Copenhagen from its gilded spire.
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4 Drinking a beer on Queen Louise’s Bridge and watching joggers and lovers pass by at the Lakes—the best place to get a taste of everyday life in the Danish capital.
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5 Sampling the best of Copenhagen’s nightlife at a hip club in Vesterbro’s Meatpacking District or a microbrew pub in Nørrebro.
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6 Walking along the peaceful pebble beach and through the beech forest at Møns Klint, where white chalk cliffs glisten over the turquoise sea.
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7 Stargazing on a secluded beach in the dark-sky preserves of Møn and Nyord.
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8 Finding your inner bard at Kronborg Castle, the magnificent Renaissance palace overlooking the crossing to Sweden.
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9 Taking a quick train ride across the dramatic Øresund Bridge to Malmö and going for fika, a Swedish coffee-and-cake break, after a stroll in one of the city’s many parks.
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10 Going for a run in Amager Nature Park, a tranquil nature reserve where the evening sun glows orange through the reeds, birds sing, and the only sign of civilization is an aircraft on the distant horizon.
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11 Visiting Louisiana, a sprawling modern art museum and sculpture park, and soaking in creative and ever-evolving exhibitions that will put you in dreamland.






EXPLORE COPENHAGEN & BEYOND



BEST OF COPENHAGEN & BEYOND


To see the best of Copenhagen and its environs in five days, spend around three and a half days in the city and the rest exploring the surroundings. This itinerary is easy to follow using only public transportation.


DAY 1:


Spend your first day in Copenhagen getting oriented with the city’s center, style, and café culture, and mix in a museum or two.


▪  Start the day with a coffee and wienerbrød—a Danish pastry—at a city center café.


▪  Stroll around the Inner City’s shopping streets, taking in classic Danish designs and brands at places like Hay, Royal Copenhagen, and Magasin du Nord.
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shopping the Inner City streets, Amagertorv central square





▪  Head to the Round Tower (Rundetårn), steer up the cobblestone-spiraled walkway, and see the city from above.


▪  Grab lunch at a nearby restaurant or café such as Schønemann or Democratic Coffee.


▪  Walk off lunch in the King’s Garden (Kongens Have).


▪  Head into Rosenborg Castle to inspect the Crown Jewels or visit the David Collection, where a breathtaking collection of Islamic art awaits.




IF YOU HAVE…


• One day: Pick a main attraction like Tivoli and focus on that, then spend the evening in the Meatpacking District (Kødbyen) to get a feel for the city’s exceptional food and nightlife scene.
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summer evening in the Meatpacking District, Vesterbro





• A weekend: Add two or three attractions in the Inner City with a thorough exploration of one or two neighborhoods away from the Inner City, such as Nørrebro, Vesterbro, or Christianshavn.


• Five days: Add a climb to the top of the Church of Our Saviour and visit Christiania and Refshaleøen. Don’t miss Louisiana, and spend another day taking a side trip to Malmö, Roskilde, or Helsingør.


• One week or more: With more than a week, spend a couple nights on Møn, where you can explore natural Denmark on two wheels or in a pair of hiking boots.





▪  In the evening, go for cocktails and nibbles at a local bar.


▪  Alternatively, if you have the funds and are able to prebook months in advance, spend your first night at one of Copenhagen’s 15 Michelin-starred restaurants.


DAY 2:


Combine art and history on your second day in the city.


▪  After eating breakfast at your hotel, make your way to either the National Museum of Denmark for national history or walk across H. C. Andersens Boulevard to view classic art at Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek.


▪  These are both extensive museums, so you’ll probably be ready for lunch afterward. Head to Nyhavn and get a bite.


▪  Walk around Nyhavn and be ready to photograph the harbor, then cross the Inderhavnsbro bridge to Christianshavn.


▪  Head to the Church of Our Saviour, the prettiest of all of Copenhagen’s spires. If you have it in you, climb the 400 steps to the top—the view is worth it.


▪  Enter nearby anarchist Christiania, and cross the lake for a pleasant walk alongside the reedy bank and improvised houses on the Dyssen pathway.


▪  Returning to Christianshavn, grab something traditionally Danish to eat at Christianshavns Færgecafe or get a homemade curry at Curry Club.


▪  If you’re here in the summer, head instead to the Reffen street food market at Refshaleøen, with its atlas of different world cuisines. Stay for a craft beer at Mikkeler Baghaven and watch the sunset over the harbor.



DAY 3:



Head north to Helsingør and visit Louisiana Museum of Modern Art on the way back.


▪  Grab a to-go coffee and an almond croissant and take an early train to Helsingør.


▪  Spend the morning exploring Kronborg, the imposing, powerful 16th-century castle with royal chambers, a lookout tower, and (sometimes) Shakespearian actors. Be sure to seek out the mythical Danish hero solemnly waiting in the castle’s darkest depths.


▪  Grab some lunch at Elsinore Street Food, where fish and chips, Brazilian tapioca, Indian butter chicken, and Syrian tapas are among the offerings.


▪  Take a bus or train the short distance back down the coast to Humlebæk and spend the rest of the afternoon and early evening at Louisiana, one of the world’s leading modern art museums.


▪  Stay in the village for a traditional Danish dinner at Gl. Humlebæk Kro, housed in a building that resembles a charming, old hunting lodge.


DAY 4:


See some of Copenhagen’s outer neighborhoods, and spend the afternoon at the city’s iconic Tivoli amusement park.


▪  Start by bicycling or taking a bus to Nørrebro, where you can get Arabic-style breakfast at Ali Bageri.


▪  Walk or bicycle down multicultural Nørrebrogade and soak up the atmosphere.


▪  Walk around Assistens Cemetery (Assistens Kirkegård), a historic cemetery that doubles as a park and is the resting place of many of Denmark’s most famous daughters and sons.


▪  Make your way back to the Inner City, crossing the lakes at Dronning Louises Bro. Buy a coffee from a street wagon and pause at a bench to watch the city move around you.


▪  Stop for lunch at Torvehallerne, the artisan food market next to Nørreport station, before you take a bus or S-train from here to Copenhagen Central Station.




[image: image]


various spices inside glass jars and in bulk inside the market of Torvehallerne





▪  Leave the station and enter Tivoli Gardens—a legendary 19th-century amusement park—and enjoy rollercoasters, gardens, and entertainment. Stay until evening.


▪  From here, it’s a short walk to the ultra-cool Meatpacking District (Kødbyen) in Vesterbro. Find a spot for food and drink such as Kødbyens Fiskebar, Magasasa Dim Sum & Cocktails, Hija de Sanchez, or Warpigs, or hop from one to the other.


▪  Weekend? End your night at Jolene and keep dancing until it’s light.


DAY 5:


Spend a day breathing in the fresh air of the suburbs before finishing your stay at a famous sight back in town.


▪  Once you’re up and ready (hopefully not too late), take the S-train to Klampenborg and go for a peaceful walk through Jægersborg Dyrehave. See how many deer you can spot.


▪  Have lunch at the tranquil Raadvad Kro.


▪  Go to Bellevue Beach where in the summer you might be able to swim in the sea. Alternatively, take a walk along the Strandvejen coast and see the many buildings designed by famous Danish architect Arne Jacobsen.


▪  Back in Copenhagen, head out to Langelinie and walk along the promenade until you reach the famous Little Mermaid statue. If your timing is right, you might get the perfect photo opportunity.


▪  Go to Nyhavn and finish with wine and tapas near the waterfront, maybe at Den Vandrette or Nebbiolo.


OUTSIDE COPENHAGEN


If you want to explore the areas outside Copenhagen, this itinerary will take you away from the city. A car is not essential for the trip but would be a useful asset, particularly if you are going to Møn and are not planning to bicycle or hike around the island.


DAY 1:


See some serious Danish history and a picturesque fishing village.


▪  Take an early train from Copenhagen to Roskilde and walk through the town and its park until you reach the Viking Ship Museum on the shores of Roskilde Fjord.


▪  After lunch at the museum’s café or in town, head toward the towering Roskilde Cathedral—you can’t miss it—and get lost in the legends of Danish monarchs from centuries past.


▪  Get a coffee or snack and take the train back to Copenhagen, where you can change to a bus for Dragør, a small village on the south coast of the island of Amager.




WHERE TO GO FROM COPENHAGEN
























	If You Want...

	Destination

	Why Go?

	Distance and Travel Time from Copenhagen

	How Long to Stay










	A quick trip outside Copenhagen

	North of Copenhagen

	Get a dose of nostalgia at a centuries-old amusement park or open-air museum in the suburbs

	Klampenborg: 8 mi/13km; 25 mins by S-train Frilandsmuseet: 9.3 mi/15 km; 35 mins by S-train

	½-1 day






	World-class art

	Louisiana MoMA

	Explore one of the best collections of modern art in the world in a rustic coastal setting

	21.7 mi/35 km 35 mins by train

	1 day






	History and culture

	Roskilde

	See how the Vikings lived (and died) in the former capital

	21.7 mi/35 km 25 mins by train

	1 day






	Helsingør

	Immerse yourself in Shakespeare’s Hamlet at the iconic Kronborg castle

	31 mi/50km 50 mins by train

	1 day






	A mix of history and nature

	Dragør

	Wander through the narrow alleys of the old town and the wide expanses of the Amager Nature Park

	9.3 mi/15km about 50 minutes by metro and bus; 25 mins by car

	1 day






	To see more of Scandinavia

	Malmö

	Get a taste of Swedish culture and enjoy an afternoon fika, just a short train ride away

	26 mi/42km 25 mins by train

	1-2 days






	Outdoor adventure

	Møn

	Spend a few days hiking, cycling, and stargazing in the wilds of Denmark, with dramatic white cliffs as a backdrop

	80 mi/128km 90 mins by car

	2 days












▪  Walk through the timeless alleyways of Dragør’s cobblestoned old town and stop for dinner.


▪  Stroll the harbor with an ice cream in hand. From here you can see the Øresund Bridge and aircraft coming in to land at Copenhagen Airport. Consider staying the night in Dragør, although Copenhagen is close at hand, if there is no accommodation available.


DAY 2:


Cross the Øresund and discover Malmö, a Swedish little brother to Copenhagen.


▪  Take the train from Copenhagen to Malmö. Don’t forget your passport.


▪  Spend the morning wandering the streets of Gamla Staden (the old town).
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Malmö Town Hall in Gamla Staden





▪  Stop at a café for lunch before going to Malmöhus Castle, a 16th-century citadel with plenty of history about past fights with the Danes.


▪  From there, the Science and Maritime Museum is just down the road. It looks a little worn from the outside but has some great collections of nostalgic pieces of engineering and a look back at the Øresund crossing in the days before the bridge was built.


▪  Get dinner and something to eat at food market Malmö Saluhall near the docks. It closes earlier on weekends, so if it’s a Saturday or Sunday, head directly into town.


▪  Go for a drink at one of the old town’s hotspots. Lilla Torg is where most of the action is.




IF YOU LIKE…


DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE


The Danish Architecture Center showcases all that is good about new architecture and urban design. For some all-time classics, find the legacy of Arne Jacobsen around Bellevue Beach north of the city.


FOOD AND DRINK


For fine dining, Noma and Geranium are the most famous of Copenhagen’s restaurants and require advance planning. Alternatively, the Meatpacking District (Kødbyen) has some outstanding concept restaurants. Or head to a food market, such as Reffen or Torvehallerne in Copenhagen and Elsinore Street Food in Helsingør, to sample a bit of everything.


POLITICS


Slotsholmen, the island separated from the Inner City by canals, exudes history, with Christiansborg Palace, an impressive palace that is the seat of Danish Parliament.


OUTDOOR RECREATION


The island of Møn is an idyllic getaway for outdoor recreation, with activities such as sailing, stargazing, and bicycling, as well as easy access to the increasingly popular Camøno hiking trail. A little closer to Copenhagen, visit the massive Amager Nature Park for a peaceful getaway.


ART


The classic Roman and Greek statues and French Impressionism at Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, the outstanding David Collection of Islamic art, and the contemporary art at Nikolaj Kunsthal are all in Copenhagen. The crowning glory is Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, set in beautiful, modernist buildings and among spectacular rural coastline scenery.


ROYALTY


Amalienborg, the royal residence where a changing of the guard takes place daily, and Rosenborg, the home of the Crown Jewels, are essential viewing. Head north to Kronborg Castle in Helsingør for some Shakespearean-style palace intrigue.





DAY 3:


Enjoy Malmö’s many green spaces and proximity to the sea, while getting up close to Scandinavia’s tallest building.


▪  After breakfast at your hotel or a café in town, head a little way out of the city center by bicycle or on foot and take a walk around Pildammsparken, where you’ll find lakes, pavilions, a café, and an amphitheater.


▪  Head down to the harbor for lunch at Saltimporten and then walk off the meal by continuing toward Västra Hamnen.


▪  Spend a couple of hours walking along the promenade at Västra Hamnen, the rejuvenated former port, passing by the soaring, twisting Turning Torso skyscraper.


▪  If it’s cold or windy, slip into the contemporary art museum Moderna Museet Malmö.


▪  Take a break in the afternoon for fika at the antique Konditori Hollandia or coffee bean specialist Lilla Kafferosteriet.


▪  Spend the evening back in the old town with dinner at Bastard or get a döner from Jalla Jalla—a kebab shop that is featured in a scene in the Nordic noir crime show The Bridge.


DAY 4:


Get away from it all by immersing yourself in the biosphere on the island of Møn.


▪  Travel via train and bus from Copenhagen, or rent a car from Copenhagen Airport and drive south to the island of Møn.


▪  Go directly to Møns Klint and visit Geocenter Møns Klint before taking a walk through the forest at Klinteskoven.


▪  Have lunch at the Geocenter’s café before descending a long flight of stairs to the bottom of the seaside cliffs and walk slowly along the shore, taking time to enjoy the bright white of the chalky cliffs that are a quirk in Denmark’s geology.


▪  Grab some delicious Møn ice cream before bringing out your romantic side at Liselund, an 18th-century landscaped park and accompanying manor house.


▪  Find a peaceful spot to stargaze, if the weather is kind enough to reveal Møn’s clear night skies, before making your way to dinner and your accommodation in the town of Stege.


DAY 5:


Indulge in nostalgia and take in Møn’s unspoiled marshlands and thriving nature.


▪  After breakfast at your accommodation or in Stege, spend a few hours deep in Danish nostalgia and chat with one of the volunteer staff members about island life in days gone by at Thorsvang Samlermuseum.


▪  Have coffee and an early lunch—traditional Danish, of course—in the museum’s restaurant.


▪  Stop at Møns Museum and ask for directions to the first leg of the Camøno hiking trail, which leads to the stunning island of Nyord. It is connected to Møn by a narrow bridge, where you can birdwatch and stop for dinner at one of Denmark’s smallest towns.


▪  Alternatively, rent a bicycle and ride to Nyord: the terrain on this side of the island is flat, and the destination is rewarding.



BEFORE YOU GO



WHEN TO GO


High season for tourism is during the European summer holiday months of June, July, and August. Many Danes have several weeks off work in July, which can swell crowds and make accommodations a challenge to find. Many museums and other sights extend their opening hours to cope with this, but popular spots such as Nyhavn and the Inner City’s shopping streets can feel a little claustrophobic at times. Denmark’s summer weather is consistently inconsistent, and recent years have seen both endless weeks of glorious sunshine and cold, gray wash-outs. It might be 15°C (59°F) one day and 30°C (86°F) the next.
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deer in Jægersborg Dyrehave





In winter, be prepared for aching cold coupled with very short days in December and January and relentlessly freezing blasts of wind in February and March. The average temperatures for these months range between -1°C and -4°C (30°F and 25°F). The cold can easily be negotiated if you know what to expect and come equipped with plenty of warm layers. Danes are very good at compensating for the cold and dark by cranking up the hygge—it is at this time of year that the concept of lighting candles and hunkering down with friends and good food really comes into its own.


Some sights, particularly ones with outside elements, have shorter opening hours in the winter season or even close completely: Tivoli, for example, shuts its doors outside of the warmer months, emerging from hibernation at Halloween and Christmas (although it did have a special 175th anniversary winter season in February 2018).




DAILY REMINDERS


• Mondays: Many museums are closed—double check before you go or plan a non-museum day if you’re in town at the beginning of the week.


• Weekends: Shops and markets often have earlier closing times on weekends, and some are closed completely on Sundays.





The fall and spring shoulder months—particularly September and May—can be great times to visit, hitting a good balance between crowd sizes, temperature, and daylight hours.


WHAT TO PACK


The season will define much of what you pack for your trip to Copenhagen.


FOR WINTER


Winters are harsh and long, and if you’re out and about walking through town or by the harbor, the windchill factor is likely to make things feel even colder. Bring warm, comfortable layers like hoodies or sweaters, a good pair of gloves, and warm headgear. If you want to fit in with the Danes, include a stylish scarf. The winter months are December-March, but the temperature often drops in November, and it can still be quite cold in April, so check the forecast if you’re planning to travel during these months.


FOR SPRING AND FALL


Wet weather is common in the spring and fall, so bring a waterproof jacket and footwear to protect yourself from the elements. These are often useful during the summer, too.


FOR SUMMER


Summer weather is unpredictable. You could find yourself needing both a jacket and swimsuit. Sunscreen, a hat, and sunglasses are useful on the brighter days: don’t forget the sun stays up until approaching midnight from mid-June to mid-July.


YEAR-ROUND


You’ll need to bring adaptors to be able to plug your electrical devices into the round, two-pin sockets used in Denmark. American appliances run on 110 volts, while European appliances are 220 volts. Modern electrics are dual voltage, so anything you bring should work on both American and European current. If you see a range of voltages printed on your device or its plug (something like “110–220”), then it will work in Europe.


Other things to remember include medications and a small emergency kit. In the summer, include insect repellent: mosquitos are common this time of year. Some extra printed copies of your passport are also good to have. If you want the extra feeling of security, you can leave your passport in a safety deposit box at your hotel while you’re out and about and carry a copy with you, but remember you’ll need your actual passport with you if you’re going to Sweden (or crossing any border).




WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW


• Currency: Kroner (DKK)


• Conversion Rate: 1 kroner (DKK) = €0.13 (euro) = $0.15 (USD) = £0.12 (GBP) (exchange rate to dollar and British pound likely to vary)


• Entry Requirements: A valid passport that does not expire for the duration of your trip. Visitors from EU and Nordic countries do not need a visa. No visa is required for a stay less than 90 days if you are from the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, or Canada. South African citizens who wish to travel to Denmark for 90 days or less must apply for a visa. U.K. travelers should check for new regulations post-Brexit.Emergency Numbers: Dial 112 for all emergency services.


• Embassy Numbers: U.S. Embassy Copenhagen, tel. 33 41 71 00; British Embassy Copenhagen, tel. 35 44 52 00; Australian Embassy in Denmark (Copenhagen), tel. 70 26 36 76; New Zealand Consulate-General Copenhagen, tel. 33 37 77 00; South African Embassy Copenhagen, tel. 39 18 01 85; Embassy of Canada to Denmark (Copenhagen), tel. 33 48 32 00.


• Time Zone: winter, CET/UTC+1; summer, CEST/UTC+2.


• Electrical System: 230V/50Hz, round two-pin outlets


• Opening Hours: restaurants, noon-10pm, some close later (11pm or midnight); shops, Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, some close earlier on Saturdays (between 2pm and 4pm), some open on Sundays; museums, 10am or 11am to 5pm or 6pm, and many are closed on Mondays.





If possible, exchange a couple of hundred dollars for Danish kroner before departing for Copenhagen. Exchange booths at airports or train stations can offer poor rates, so it’s also worth withdrawing cash you might need on hand for transportation or other last-minute costs from an ATM. Payment with Mastercard and Visa is available at the majority of shops, cafés and restaurants, and all hotels.


GETTING THERE


BY AIR


International flights arrive at Copenhagen Airport, also known colloquially as Kastrup. In October 2017, European Union rules were amended so that all passengers flying on routes between countries within the EU’s Schengen Area of common visa policy must now have their passports checked.


Copenhagen Airport is the busiest airport in Scandinavia. Scandinavian Airlines (SAS) (www.flysas.com) operates services to a number of U.S. and Asian cities, including New York, Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, Beijing, Tokyo, and Hong Kong. Ryanair (www.ryanair.com), Norwegian (www.norwegian.com), and to a lesser extent Easyjet (www.easyjet.com) all operate low-budget flights to Copenhagen.




KEY RESERVATIONS


Approximate times to reserve ahead for:


• Michelin-starred restaurants: 2-3 months


• Popular or highly rated restaurants: 1-2 weeks


• Accommodation and tours: in high season, 2-3 weeks; low season, 1 week


• Camping: high season, 1-3 days





BY CAR


Coming by car from either mainland Europe via Germany or from Sweden via the Øresund Bridge remains straightforward, given all three countries are within the EU’s Schengen common visa policy area. Special border controls—in practice, random spot checks—were put in place in 2016 as a response to heightened arrivals of refugees and migrants, and these still apply at the time of writing, so it’s essential to carry your passport.


EU driver’s licenses are recognized in Denmark, as are driver’s licenses from non-EU (or EEA) countries, provided they are printed with Latin letters or accompanied by a translation to Danish, English, or French. International driver’s licenses are also valid. If you have a non-EU license and stay in Denmark for more than 90 days, you will need to convert your driver’s license to a Danish license, which may require you to pass a theory and practical driving test, depending on where your original license was issued.


Most car rental companies require your passport and a credit card deposit in order to rent a car. You can reserve in advance using sites or apps such as www.rentalcars.com.


BY TRAIN


Copenhagen Central Station (Hovedbanegården, often shortened to Hovedbanen) is linked to the European train network via Stockholm to the north and Amsterdam, Hamburg, and Berlin to the south and east.
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Copenhagen metro train at a station





International tickets can be booked via Denmark’s state rail operator DSB (tel. 70 13 14 18; www.dsb.dk). If you are planning an extended trip around Denmark or further afield by rail, it is advisable to look into the two main European rail passes, Eurail (www.eurail.com) for non-Europeans and Interrail (www.interrail.eu) for European citizens. Both are particularly useful for travelers under 25.


BY BUS


German company Flixbus (www.flixbus.com) operates international bus services into Denmark from both Sweden and Germany. Gråhundbus (http://graahundbus.dk) has three departures daily that serve the Copenhagen-Malmö route, and a 120kr return is a less-expensive, if also less-convenient, option than the train.


GETTING AROUND


BY CAR


Copenhagen is quite driver-friendly. Danes are defensive drivers and respectful of traffic laws—this is a generalization, of course, and there are exceptions. If I were to critique Danish driving traits, I would say the Danes can be impatient or selfish about giving way to other cars, cyclists, or pedestrians, but that is perhaps not everyone’s perception. As a driver unused to the city, you will need to pay attention to the high volume of bicycle traffic and be aware that bicyclists have the right of way when you are turning right—have a long look in the rearview mirror and make sure it’s all clear before you turn.


Cars are not essential for travelling around Copenhagen. The bus, Metro, and metropolitan train (the S-trains) network is comprehensive, efficient, and easy to use, and the city is compact. You could also opt to really get into the spirit of the city and use a bicycle during your stay, joining the hordes of two-wheeled Copenhagen commuters.


Outside of Copenhagen where distances increase, having a car can make travel more convenient. This is particularly the case on Møn, where public transport is far less exhaustive. Many people visit Møn specifically to experience the island’s beautiful, natural terrain on foot or by bicycle, but if you’re not doing this, consider renting a car.




BUDGETING


• Cup of coffee: 25-60kr


• Beer on tap: 45-75kr


• Smørrebrød: 40-75kr


• Breakfast: 70-100kr


• Lunch: 90-150kr


• Dinner: restaurant from 200kr, Michelin-starred restaurants 1,500-3,500kr


• Entrance fees for museums or art galleries: 50-150kr


• Rejsekort travel card: 80kr (plus 70kr credit) from machines at Metro and rail stations


• Single Metro ticket with Rejsekort: 15kr; standard ticket 24kr (zones 1-2)


• Bike rental: from 80kr for 24 hours


• Hotel: from 400kr per person per night





BY TRAIN


Denmark’s state rail operator DSB (tel. 70 13 14 18; www.dsb.dk) is responsible for all services between Copenhagen and the other destinations in this book, including the Øresundståg service to Malmö. Tickets can be purchased via the company’s website or app. Travel to Møn involves changing to a bus at Vordingborg, the last town in Zealand before the Queen Alexandrine Bridge that connects Møn with Zealand, but you can purchase a ticket for the whole journey from DSB (the destination will be Stege, Møn’s largest town).


BY BUS


Visitors wishing to travel around Denmark may do so with Sortbillet (https://sortbillet.dk), Kombardo Expressen (www.kombardoexpressen.dk), or Flixbus. Buses from all three companies arrive and depart from the remarkably unglamorous Ingerslevsgade terminal, which is actually no more than a parking lane on a side road near the Copenhagen Central station. Flixbus and Gråhundbus have regular, daily departures from Copenhagen to Malmö, which are a little less expensive but not as convenient as taking the train.
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HIGHLIGHTS


S THE ROUND TOWER: The dizzying medieval attraction in the center of Copenhagen is an architectural outlier and an easy stop on your way through the historical Inner City (click here).


S THE DAVID COLLECTION: This impressive, comprehensive, and meticulously curated collection of Islamic Art is a labor of love and one of the underrated gems in a city with a strong museum game (click here).


S AMALIENBORG: The old money of European regal tradition is on display daily during the changing of the guard at the official royal residence (click here).


S TIVOLI GARDENS: The amusement park from the 19th century mixes modern thrills and old-school leisure, retaining the charm of its Victorian origins (click here).


S NY CARLSBERG GLYPTOTEK: A supremely elegant museum that is home to the classics: Greek and Roman sculptures, Egyptian hieroglyphs, and paintings by Picasso and Monet (click here).


S CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR: The church’s gilded spire is like a daredevil version of the Round Tower, being considerably higher and with the last section of the climb to the top outside. It’s not necessarily for the faint-hearted, especially on one of Denmark’s many windy days, but you’ll be rewarded with stunning panoramic views of Christianshavn (click here).


S REFSHALEØEN: Listen to the wind rattle the old shipping containers as you bite into your pulled chicken burger from Reffen, the nearby food market, and enjoy the harbor view at this former industrial-area-turned-new-hip destination (click here).


S CHRISTIANIA: This anarchist enclave is as unique an experience as you’ll find in any European city since nowhere else has an entire community emerged from the same set of social, historical, and logistical circumstances. Independent traders, autonomous cafés, artistic spaces, and improvised houses on hidden, green pathways are integral to its vibe (click here).


S CAFÉ CULTURE: Start your day slowly with coffee and wienerbrød. Enjoy them outside if the weather’s fine or, in Copenhagen spring tradition (if it’s warmish), even if it’s not (click here).


S NØRREBRO AND VESTERBRO NIGHTLIFE: Wash down your döner with a microbrew or two in gritty Nørrebro before heading across to Vesterbro’s Meatpacking District for some seriously stylish Scandinavian nightclubs (click here).





From the pomp and history of the Royal Quarter to anarchist Christiania, from the shiny, clean lines of groundbreaking architecture and design to the gritty inner-city life and urban chic of Vesterbro and Nørrebro, the city of Copenhagen is a thrilling mix of the classic and modern, of expectations and surprises.


Visitors come to Copenhagen for a variety of reasons: to view epoch architecture, live a healthy lifestyle, eat at a Michelin-starred restaurant, shop for designer clothes, drink coffee by the canal, or even just to see the Little Mermaid statue up close (and you’ll need to get close to be able to see it).


Although these elements are part of its beauty, Copenhagen is more than what’s advertised in tourism brochures and in “happiest city in the world” articles. It’s looking up into a yellowing street lamp on a misty winter night, sitting on your bicycle waiting for the light to change and thinking it never will. It’s emerging from the cemetery—reclaimed by Copenhageners as a park—where Hans Christian Andersen is buried and finding yourself in the middle of a flea market in Nørrebro, the most ethnically diverse neighborhood in the city. It’s jogging with locals on quiet lakeside paths in the early morning, or mingling with them in the Friday night hustle of an earthy bodega—a pub where you don’t have to be a local to feel like a regular. These small moments bring the stories of high-quality standards and discerning taste to life.


Orientation and Planning


Copenhagen is administratively and in common parlance divided into Greater Copenhagen and the more central districts, which are normally referred to simply as Copenhagen. It is the latter that this chapter will primarily be concerned with.


Geography neatly divides the city into separate neighborhoods. Some, such as Nørrebro, are not technically districts in their own right, while others like Frederiksberg have their own municipalities and don’t actually have Copenhagen postcodes. I will use the popular designations rather than the technical ones.


The names of the neighborhoods Vesterbro (West Bridge), Nørrebro (North Bridge), and Østerbro (East Bridge) come from their geographical relation to the Inner City. The Inner City refers to the area between Knippelsbro bridge in the east and the three lakes in the west, and from Copenhagen Central Station in the south to Østerport Station and the street of Dag Hammarskjölds Allé in the north. To the east and southeast of the Inner City, separated by the Copenhagen Harbor, is the island district of Christianshavn. The southernmost part of urban Copenhagen is located on the island of Amager across the South Harbor, completing the broader set of neighborhoods.


NØRREPORT AND AROUND


Visitors to Copenhagen are more than likely to spend time on the central Inner City streets around Nørreport, the primary hub for public transportation within Copenhagen. Strøget, the busy, high street-esque thoroughfare with its chain stores, souvenir shops and prestigious design outlets, connects the Town Hall Square to Kongens Nytorv, a large square at the opposite end of the Inner City from the City Hall, and the Nyhavn area, running almost east to west. Købmagergade, a bustling shopping street that passes the Round Tower and joins with the busy Nørreport area, bisects Strøget. From here, it is a short walk north to the King’s Garden and Rosenborg Palace—a museum and culture-rich area.


GREATER INNER CITY


Spreading out beyond the busiest areas around Nørreport, the greater Inner City stretches from Copenhagen Central Station bordering Vesterbro in the south to the Nordhavn harbor, the Lakes, and Kastellet (the Citadel) in the north. The chaotic area around Copenhagen Central Station and the nearby Ingerslevsgade bus terminal can feel a bit confusing to a newcomer. However, careful negotiation will bring you in no time at all to the pedestrian-friendly Halmtorvet and Sønder Boulevard or to the Fisketorvet shopping mall. Behind Fisketorvet, the “Cycle Snake,” a bendy bike bridge, takes you across the harbor to the Islands Brygge neighborhood, a residential part of Amager (there’s also a pedestrian bridge). Tivoli, opposite the Central Station, is a sight that can’t be overlooked. The area stretching alongside the Lakes to the north and east is home to a number of first-class museums and open space. Bridges that lead into Frederiksberg, Nørrebro, and Østerbro span the Lakes themselves.


SLOTSHOLMEN


Slotsholmen is actually a small island cut onto the edge of Zealand by canals. Translated literally, it means “the castle islet.” It is one of the most commonly referred to subdivisions of the Inner City. The southern end of Købmagergade runs into Højbro Plads, an elongated square where buskers wait in line to play music in front of the Illum department store. Cross the bridge at the far end of Højbro Plads, and the impressive Christiansborg, the seat of the Danish Parliament, will stand imposingly before you. Beyond Christiansborg, the Royal Library sits on the harborside part of Slotsholmen, facing Christianshavn on the other side of the water. From here, you can walk along the quay, with Nyhavn to the north and the Danish Architecture Center and Langebro (bridge) in the opposite direction.


NYHAVN


Nyhavn is located directly to the east of the Inner City and the Kongens Nytorv public square, and north of Slotsholmen along Copenhagen Harbor, which is served by the harbor bus At Kongens Nytorv, the Royal Theatre faces Nyhavn, a postcard-maker’s heaven with its row of 18th-century buildings in a rainbow of facades. Nyhavn’s quay was dug out by Swedish prisoners of war in the 1670s and had an unfavorable reputation of housing a hive of rascals and tough seafaring types as recently as the 1970s. A regeneration project began to turn it into the powerhouse of tourism it is today. The eastern end of Nyhavn connects to Christianshavn via the new Inderhavnsbro bridge.


VESTERBRO AND FREDERIKSBERG


Leave Copenhagen Central Station to the west and you will emerge on Istedgade, once the heart of a tough area at the center of a drug addiction epidemic. Traces of that time are still visible today, but the street, which marks the beginning of Vesterbro, does not feel hostile. Hip, smart, and cool, Vesterbro boasts arguably the prime food and nightlife destination in the city. Parallel to the north of Istedgade runs Vesterbrogade, a broad street lined with shops and businesses, while just south of Istedgade is Kødbyen, the Meatpacking District, which has reached a level of high post-industrial aesthetic and is home to a range of excellent places to eat, drink, and stay out late.


[image: image]


[image: image]


[image: image]


[image: image]


[image: image]


[image: image]


Continuing west you will find the Carlsberg District, where the original brewery of the international lager monolith was built in 1847. The area is characterized by the handsome, red brick 19th-century buildings, many of which have been restored. Look out for the giant twin elephant statues at the Elephant Gate and Tower.


Crossing Vesterbro to the north on Valdemarsgade or Enghavevej connects to middle-class Frederiksberg, a serene neighborhood that begins with the regal Frederiksberg Palace and Gardens, where you can enjoy a summer boat ride on the canals.


NØRREBRO AND ØSTERBRO


A long walk north through Frederiksberg on the main streets of Allegade and Falkoner Alle takes you directly to Nørrebro’s Assistens Cemetery, the final resting place of Hans Christian Andersen and Søren Kierkegaard, among others. The clay-colored wall of the northern flank of the cemetery from one side of Nørrebrogade, which is the main street through the district, leads back to Nørreport and the Inner City via the popular Queen Louise’s Bridge (Dronning Louises Bro). Nørrebrogade is the beating heart of urban Nørrebro, with a cluster of eating and nightlife options around Stefansgade, Griffenfeldsgade, and Ravnsborggade. Further north, the Superkilen Park and Red Square are public outdoors areas. These areas, often socioeconomically marginalized but a magnet for diversity, are a culturally important face of Copenhagen and provide context to the polished grandeur of Slotsholmen and Amalienborg.


Head northeast on Jagtvej, and you’ll be between Nørrebro and middle-class Østerbro, which is marked by Fælled Park and Telia Parken, the home stadium of Denmark’s national football (soccer) team. Østerbrogade runs almost directly north-south, leading back to the Trianglen junction and søerne—the Lakes—which separate Østerbro and Nørrebro from the Inner City. In the opposite direction, Østerbrogade heads north toward outlying districts and daytrip destinations north of the city.


CHRISTIANSHAVN AND AMAGER


Slotsholmen connects via the Knippelsbro bridge to Christianshavn, a highly historic harbor area where cobbled streets, canals, and townhouses have to a great degree retained their 17th-century layout. Christianshavn is itself a series of artificial islands connected by canals, with Zealand on its west side and Amager to the east and south. Heading north from Christianshavn on Prinsessegade will take you to the entrance to Christiania. You can’t miss the gate, which is on the far side of the heavily graffitied walls of Gallopperiet—an art center and café located within the enclave. Christiania is a subversive, part-autonomous haven, which started as a hippie squat in the 1970s. It is now a run-by-consensus community that often comes under the microscope of the Danish state and law enforcement. While Christiania is part of Christianshavn, geographically, they are considered two different neighborhoods.




WHERE TO STAY IF…


IT’S YOUR FIRST TIME IN COPENHAGEN


Staying closely to Nyhavn or Kongens Nytorv will ensure Copenhagen’s iconic sights, harbor, nightlife, and a rich choice of shopping and entertainment options are right outside your door.


YOU WANT TO SURROUND YOURSELF WITH DANISH DESIGN


Stay close to the harbor in the area south of the central station where the Inner City merges with Vesterbro. Here, you’ll be close to the Danish Architecture Center in the blocky new BLOX building, the Royal Library, aka the Black Diamond—one of the most handsome buildings in the city—and the central shopping area with its plethora of top-end interior design and furniture flagship outlets.


YOU’RE SEEKING HYGGE


Christianshavn, a 500-year-old island district of quaint bridges, canals, and historical buildings, has plenty of cafés, lakes, and parks for you to feel the cozy vibe all year round. The nearby Christiania, an anarchist alternative living enclave, has a form of hygge all of its own, which is embodied in alternative cafés and artsy surroundings.


YOUR DAY BEGINS AT 5PM


The Istedgade and Meatpacking District areas of Vesterbro are lively at all hours. Once a rough-handed industrial area with a reputation for crime and drugs, Istedgade retains its hard edge but has been transformed by the gentrification of its immediate surroundings. The Meatpacking District’s heady mix of international-class craft beers, concept restaurants, and thumping nightclubs attract crowds of attractive, cool, young people from Copenhagen and the world.


YOU WANT TO FEEL LIKE A COPENHAGENER


Amager, the large island to the south of Copenhagen proper, has a district which is administratively part of the city. It takes no time to reach by bicycle or Metro. Lacking in cultural attractions, it makes up for this with a wealth of nature—always a hit with Danes—and a salt-of-the-earth city atmosphere.


YOU WANT TO GO BACK TO ANOTHER ERA


Pick a spot in the Inner City close to Slotsholmen, the island district that is home to Christiansborg, the former royal palace and seat of parliament. A wealth of museums abounds in this area, and Amalienborg Palace is only a short distance to the north.





At the far northern end of Christianshavn, is Refshaleøen, a promontory and industrial area that is quickly being populated with gourmet restaurants, activity centers, and a not-to-be-missed street food market. Though road connections make Refshaleøen feel like an extension of Christianshavn, it is actually part of Amager, a larger island to the east and south of Christianshavn. Amager has an urban sprawl but offers no shortage of cafés, restaurants, and shopping along the main drag of Amagerbrogade, while the Islands Brygge area on the Amager side of the harbor, has a large park area and swimming facilities and becomes a magnet for sunbathing Copenhageners in the summer. Amager is also home to Copenhagen’s largest nature reserve, Amager Nature Park. The northern section of this reserve, Amager Fælled, is just to the east of Islands Brygge.


KASTELLET AND LANGELINIE


Kastellet and Langelinie are possibly as familiar to visitors as to Copenhageners, given that these areas are somewhat removed from residential neighborhoods or the bustling commercial districts. Heading north from Nyhavn along the harborfront will bring you to the grassy, former military base known as Kastellet, and eventually to the statue of Hans Christian Andersen’s Little Mermaid, which sits near the entrance of the Langelinie pier and promenade. Blink and you’ll miss her.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Copenhagen is the center of Danish politics and culture and like other capital cities requires an extended stay to be seen from a perspective nearing that of permanent residents. However, given its relatively small size, three or four well-planned days can be enough to gain insight into and understanding of its layout, diversity, and history. Spend a day wandering the crowded central shopping districts of the Inner City and the royal and parliamentary quarters around Amalienborg and Christiansborg, respectively. Then spend a second day in quaint Christianshavn and its alter ego enclave Christiania, followed by one to two leisurely days immersing yourself in local life in the less touristy but no less international neighborhoods of Vesterbro and Nørrebro, and you’ll have a good idea of what Copenhagen is about. Extra days added to this basic itinerary provide the opportunity to visit some of the city’s impressive array of museums, including the National Gallery of Denmark, Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, and the David Collection, or to wander around natural areas such as Amager Fælled and Amager Strandpark in the south.


SIGHTSEEING PASSES


Parkmuseerne


Parkmuseerne (The Park Museums) is a collective term for six attractions in the vicinity of King’s Garden: the David Collection, Hirschsprung Collection, Rosenborg Castle, the National Gallery of Denmark, the Natural History Museum of Denmark, and Cinematheque.


A single ticket, the Parkmuseerne ticket, can be purchased giving access to all six attractions. It costs 195kr, a substantial saving on the individual costs of visiting the museums, and is valid for an entire year, during which each of the museums can be visited once. It can be bought at any of the participating museums. At the David Collection, where entrance is free, ticket holders are entitled to a 10 percent discount in the bookstore. The ticket provides admission to one film screening at Cinematheque, which is part of the Danish Film Institute.


Copenhagen Card


The Copenhagen Card (https://copenhagencard.com) is a prepaid card that provides admission to 86 attractions in the city as well as travel on buses, S-trains, and the Metro throughout the capital region. It also offers discounts at selected restaurants, bars, and sightseeing tours. Full details of these can be found on the Copenhagen Card website and app. Prices depend on the length of validity of the card and range €54-121 for adults for periods of 24-120 hours. It can provide value for money, and it’s also a convenient way to access public transport. However, many of the attractions it covers may be closed on the day you visit, particularly if that day is a Monday, and if you want to walk or cycle around town at a leisurely pace you may not visit enough sights to cover your costs. Overall, it’s more suitable for those who prefer carefully planned, busy trips to a slower, more flexible program.
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Itinerary Ideas


COPENHAGEN ON DAY ONE


This itinerary takes in the splendor of the Royal Quarter as well as some sightseeing big-hitters.


1 Start your day the Danish way with a coffee to go and dense cinnamon kanelsnurre from the Meyers Bageri branch at Store Kongensgade in the Royal Quarter near Amalienborg.


2 Five minutes’ walk from the bakery, take in the full scope of royal Danish history at Amalienborg with a wander through the chambers of royal monarchs past, gardens, and gala halls.


3 A short walk from Amalienborg is Nyhavn, manna for Instagrammers with its photogenic pastel-colored houses, and extensive selection of quayside restaurants and cafés, some of which are housed on boats.


4 Stop in for a New Nordic lunch and coffee at Apollo Bar.


5 After lunch, take a leisurely walk along the historic waterfront, taking in the quayside of Inderhavnsbroen, which is a bicycle and pedestrian bridge. Have a peek at a survivor from Nyhavn’s brusquer past—the tattoo parlor in the basement of Nyhavn 17, Tattoo Ole—even if you don’t want to get inked (though, of course, you can if you want—they take walk-ins).


6 Cross Kongens Nytorv (King’s New Square) and head directly for the Round Tower, a 42-meter-high (138 ft), 17th-century tower smack in the middle of modern Copenhagen. The swirling, snail-like stone path to the top is unlike anything else in European period architecture. Enjoy the view and don’t run on the way down.


7 After descending from the Round Tower, catch your breath and people watch on one of the benches in the leisurely, regal Kongens Have (King’s Garden).


8 Walk to Kastellet (the Citadel), a well-preserved example of a European medieval star fortress. Walk around the raised rampart, which provides views across the harbor and the surrounding historic buildings.


9 On the far side of the citadel, get your camera ready and be quick: the Little Mermaid sits discreetly by the water at the beginning of the Langelinie promenade.


10 Restaurant Palægade is a fine option to round off a day of classic Copenhagen sights: The Danish-inspired dishes served in a rustic setting are worth a little splurge.


11 Finish the day with a drink at legendary jazz bar La Fontaine, where live concerts take place every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.


COPENHAGEN ON DAY TWO


Get familiar with the Copenhagen built by the industrious King Christian IV, including the charming Christianshavn and autonomous Christiania. Nearby, Refshaleøen, a purely industrial dockyard until recently, is quickly becoming a destination not to miss.


1 Start with coffee and croissant at Kafferiet on the corner of Torvegade, the main road through Christianshavn. Seat yourself at the window and watch the morning traffic of bicycling parents with their kids in trailers, suited officials on their way to ministry buildings, and international students heading to the library.


2 Head southeast on Torvegade to the canals, where you can take an easy walk among the winding streets, many of which are cobbled and connected by arched stone bridges. This area is quiet and picturesque with sailboats moored alongside the paths and plenty of nooks to explore.


3 Visit the baroque Church of Our Saviour. The real treat is climbing (almost) to the top of the 90-meter-tall (295 ft.) spire, where the handrail and footsteps taper into nothing, and you are left with a vertigo-inducing—but spectacular—panorama over the rooftops of Christianshavn. It gets busy on summer afternoons, so it’s better to come in the morning during peak season.


4 For lunch, enjoy a selection of herring and salmon smørrebrød at the more than 150-year-old Christianshavns Færgecafé, with its black lettering and easy-to-find location on the corner of one of Christianshavn’s cobbled bridges. If you’re feeling brave, you can wash down lunch with a glass of the breathtakingly strong Danish herbal liqueur schnapps.


5 Walk along Prinsessegade to the main entrance of the alternative enclave of Christiania and stop for a coffee at Café Nemoland.


6 Cross the bridge to Dyssen and walk along the quiet riverside pathways flanked by the unique houses of improvised architecture.


7 Continue north to Refshaleøen, and visit the new street market Reffen for dinner. The pulled chicken burger and fries at Miss Mums and the African spicy potatoes and sausages at Hot Batata are recommended but the choice is huge.


8 Stay around and end the night with a craft beer or a few at Mikkeller Baghaven.


COPENHAGEN LIKE A LOCAL


Vesterbro, Frederiksberg, and Nørrebro are arguably the real Copenhagen. These primarily residential neighborhoods are crying out to be explored, either by bicycle or on foot, combined with bus, Metro, or taxi hops. Highlights include the Meatpacking District, the graves of Søren Kierkegaard and Hans Christian Andersen at Assistens Cemetery, and Frederiksberg Palace, not to mention a variety of nightlife options.


1 Start your day in Nørrebro at porridge specialist Grød. Its memorable selection of oats and other healthy, breakfasty delights should give you a good constitution for the day ahead.


2 Head to the Assistens Cemetery and join the locals for a morning stroll around the gravestones. See if you can spot the resting places of some of Denmark’s most famous people: Kierkegaard, Andersen, physicist Niels Bohr, poet Michael Strunge, and singer Natasja.


3 From Assistens, walk along the lively Nørrebrogade in the direction of Inner City to Queen Louise’s Bridge (Dronning Louises Bro) for a stroll around the Copenhagen Lakes and a little bit of people watching from a bench. If you need a pick-me-up, check out one of the coffee vendors.


4 Cross Queen Louise’s Bridge and venture into the Inner City for lunch at Torvehallerne, an indoor food market where more than 60 different food stalls are good for everything from seafood to cheese, pastries to smoked meats, wraps to freshly ground coffee.


5 Walk about 4km (2.5 mi) southwest of Queen Louise’s Bridge (or to save time, take bus 6A from Nørreport) to the Cisterns in Søndermarken, an underground labyrinth originally built to secure water supply to the city that is now the setting for art exhibitions and other events.


6 When you’re hungry, head east into Vesterbro (you can jump back on the 6A in the opposite direction) along Vesterbrogade before turning right and continuing south, crossing the rough-and-ready Istedgade before eventually arriving at the Meatpacking District (Kødbyen), the embodiment of modern Copenhagen cool, for dinner at Magasasa Dim Sum & Cocktails.


7 Continue your evening with a few pints at nearby brewpub WarPigs.



Sights



Copenhagen’s sightseeing opportunities span the classical (Amalienborg Palace) to the modern (Nikolaj, Copenhagen Contemporary Art Center), panoramic views from church towers to floating city tours on harbor taxis. Some of Denmark’s most highly regarded exports are well represented—design and architecture, for example—and can be explored throughout Copenhagen’s buildings, museums, and city landscape. The majority of the sights are found in the Inner City area, but there are several gems further afield—the old Carlsberg district, Frederiksberg Palace, and the Cisterns, to name a few. The Inner City is primed for exploration on two wheels, but it is also compact enough that you can cover a lot of ground on foot.


NØRREPORT AND AROUND


The central area around Nørreport boasts a throng of cultural delights, including the underrated gem of the David Collection as well as museums connected to the park area around Kongens Have. The gardens and lawns are a great place to go for a walk along tree-lined paths while taking in the impressive red-bricked splendor of Rosenborg Castle. The Round Tower is a short walk away along Købmagergade. Everything is easy to get to; Nørreport is the primary internal transport hub for the city.


CHURCH OF OUR LADY


(Vor Frue Kirke)


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Nørregade 8; tel. 33 15 10 78; www.domkirken.dk; daily 8am-5pm; free; bus 2A, 9A Stormbroen (Nationalmuseet)


The Church of Our Lady is Copenhagen’s cathedral and has been the central place of worship in the city since the 13th century. The modern church was built in the middle of the spacious Frue Plads (Square of Our Lady) in the 1810s and 1820s, designed by neo-Classicist architect C. F. Hansen, as evidenced by the contrast between the Greek-style columns that almost seem grafted onto the otherwise boxy edifice. Inside, sculptures depict Jesus Christ and his Apostles. The church has seen much of Copenhagen’s history. A small museum recounts this (11am-4pm Mon.-Thurs. and noon-4pm Sat.-Sun.). The funeral of Søren Kierkegaard, the grandfather of Danish intellectualism, took place at the church. More recently, Crown Prince Frederik married Australian Mary Donaldson here in 2004.



S THE ROUND TOWER



(Rundetårn)


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Købmagergade 52A; tel. 33 73 03 73; www.rundetaarn.dk; daily 10am-8pm; adults 25kr, children 5kr; bus 5C 9A, 14, 66 Nørreport, S-Train B, C Nørreport; Metro Nørreport


“I can’t control this song / it sticks with me / and goes round and round and round and round with you,” indie singer and Copenhagen native Katinka sings in one of the catchier Danish tunes of recent years. She was singing about a breakup, not a 17th-century stone observatory tower. But Katinka’s words make for a calming backdrop to the dizzying climb up the cobbled, coiled ascent of the Round Tower, one of Copenhagen’s essential sights. The 42-meter-high (138 ft.) tower rises above the rooftops yet appears out of nowhere in the middle of the Inner City’s high streets. Its swirling, snail-like stone path to the top is 209 meters (686 ft.) in length, twisting through seven and a half circles. It was built in the 1630s by master constructor King Christian IV as part of the Trinitatis Church at a time when a library and astronomical observatory were desired for Copenhagen University students. In modern times, the tower is used as a quirky location for temporary art exhibitions—check the website to see what might be on exhibit during your visit—but the primary reason for visiting is the unique climb to the top and spectacular view over Copenhagen city.
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aerial view of the Round Tower in the city center





NIKOLAJ, COPENHAGEN CONTEMPORARY ART CENTER


(Nikolaj Kunsthal)


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Nikolaj Plads 10; tel. 33 18 17 80; www.nikolajkunsthal.dk; Tues.-Fri. noon-6pm, Sat.-Sun. 11am-5pm; adults 70kr, students 50kr, under 17 free; bus 1A (Holmens Kirke (Holmens Kanal), 9A, 2A Christiansborg (Vindebrogade)


“I’m not a church,” reads the sign outside Nikolaj, Copenhagen Contemporary Art Center, found in the former Church of St. Nicholas which originates from the 13th century. The historical surroundings sit in contrast with the art center now housed by the building. Nikolaj Kunsthal is a venue for contemporary and experimental art; visitors sometimes even become part of the installations, which are rotated regularly. Anohni, Haroon Mirza, and Tommy Støckel all had exhibitions at the museum in 2018, reflecting the mix of styles—visual art, sculpture, and design—a visitor might come across, as well as the combination of Danish and international art.


KING’S GARDEN


(Kongens Have)


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Øster Voldgade 4; tel. 33 95 42 00; https://slks.dk/slotte-ejendomme-og-haver; advisory opening times summer, 7am-10pm, winter 7am-5pm; free; bus 5A, 6A, 14, 40, 42, 43 Nørreport, Metro Nørreport


Opened to the public at the beginning of the 1700s, the King’s Garden is one of the most popular parks in Copenhagen and forms a large, green space near the crossroads of the Inner City and Nørrebro. Its long, straight pathways that crisscross linden boulevards and enclaves adorned with statues and benches make it a great spot for picnicking in summer or a quieting, contemplative winter walk. Nearby Rosenborg Palace further adds to the scenery and gracious feel of the surroundings, where families, students, and professionals alike can be found taking a break on a typical afternoon, along with the many visitors on their way to and from the many landmarks and sights in the vicinity. It is lined with an abundance of refreshment stops and is a short walk from Nørreport Station.



S THE DAVID COLLECTION



(Davids Samling)


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Kronprinsessegade 30; tel. 33 73 49 49; www.davidmus.dk; Tues.-Sun. 10am-5pm, Wed. until 9pm; free; bus 1A (Store Kongensgade/Bredgade), 26 (Sølvgade), Metro Nørreport, Kongens Nytorv


The plush, polished former home of Christian Ludvig David houses the largest collection of Islamic art in Scandinavia. David, a prominent lawyer and art collector in the first half of the 20th century, legally protected his collection and made it open to the public in 1945. The beautiful artifacts have been gathered from across the Islamic world—from Morocco to Indonesia—and span the 8th-19th centuries, which means that local cultural influences on Islamic art can be appreciated. The extensive museum also includes 18th and 19th century European art and a collection of early modern Danish art, including both paintings and sculptures, with a considerable collection of works by famous 19th-century Copenhagen artist Vilhelm Hammershøi. However, my favorite part of the museum remains the beautiful Islamic art. With its ornate calligraphy and alternative ways of depicting perspective compared to European art from corresponding periods, as well as the surprise of Islamic works from China, Sufis, and dervishes, the entire exhibit is a pleasure. The captivating presentation in backlit, darkened rooms further serves to make this museum highly recommendable. Tours lasting around one hour can be arranged for the price of 650kr for a maximum 12 people and are recommended; the guides are helpful and highly knowledgeable. Book at least two days in advance but ideally before that, by calling the museum or emailing m.korsholm@davidmus.dk.


WORKER’S MUSEUM


(Arbejdermuseet)


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Rømersgade 22; tel. 33 93 25 75; www.arbejdermuseet.dk; daily 10am-4pm, Wed. until 7pm; over 25 75kr, 18-25 55kr, under 18 free; bus 5C Nørre Farimagsgade (Frederiksborggade), Metro, S-Train Nørreport


Strong labor movements course through the veins of Danish society, and the Worker’s Museum is a glimpse into this history. Much of the museum is dedicated to the 1950s and the life and home of the Sørensen family, a normal family that moved to Copenhagen in the late 19th century. Period goods available to the Danish working classes, such as bitter wartime-style coffee (using substitute) and cakes can be sampled in the museum’s Coffee Bar, giving you a real taste of Copenhagen in the 1950s.



S AMALIENBORG



MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Amalienborg Slotsplads 5; tel. 33 15 32 86; www.kongernessamling.dk/amalienborg; Jan.-Apr. & Nov.-Dec. 11am-4pm; May-June, Sept.-Oct.: 10am-4pm; June-Sept.: 10am-5pm; adults 95kr, students 65kr, under 17 free; bus 1A, 20E (Bredgade and Store Kongensgade), 26 (Dronningens Tværgade), 350S (Kongens Nytorv)


Royal Danish history is on full display at Amalienborg, the official home of the royal family. As with Denmark’s popular royals, the palace is an accessible example of old European monarchy. The chambers of royal monarchs past, gardens, and gala halls can be visited. Don’t miss the changing of the guard each day at noon (the Royal Guards actually march through town from their barracks at Rosenborg Castle, finishing at Amalienborg for the changeover). Actually formed of four palaces, two of which are open to the public, permanent exhibitions cover the history of the Danish monarchy and everyday life of royalty, and the exquisite furniture of rococo palace rooms is also open to view. Tours of the regular exhibitions and of some special exhibitions are available for groups, including inside the museum and Christian VII’s Palace as well as small guided city walks in the Royal Quarter. Tours last about one hour and must be booked at least two weeks in advance by calling 33 18 60 55 on Tues.-Fri. between 10am and noon.




[image: image]


Amalienborg





ROSENBORG CASTLE


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Øster Voldgade 4A; tel. 33 15 32 86; www.kongernessamling.dk; Nov.-Apr. 10am-3pm; Apr.-June 10am-4pm; June-Sept. 9am-6pm; adults 110kr, students 75kr, under 17 free; combined ticket with Amalienborg 155kr; bus 5A, 6A, 14, 40, 42, 43 Nørreport, Metro Nørreport




FINDING THE MIDDLE EAST IN COPENHAGEN


One of the most rewarding ways to spend a day in Copenhagen is to leave the Inner City behind and visit areas that don’t conform to stereotypes about Scandinavia. Copenhagen is far from a homogeneous city, and diversity is one of its strengths. Nowhere is this more explicit than in Nørrebro—sometimes dubbed “Nørrebronx” by locals—a large, urban area with many new immigrants, refugees, second- and third-generation minority ethnic Danes, international students, and Bohemian types who are attracted by the unpretentious and multicultural makeup of this part of Copenhagen.



OEBPS/graphics/006_01_00_tivoligardens_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/036_01a_01_03_greater_inner_city.jpg
Greater Inner City and Slotsholmen

* COPENHAGEN
JAZZ FESTIVAL

KROGS
FISKERESTAURANT
THE BIRD &
THE CHURCHKEY e
KUNSTFORENINGEN | yacows
GL STRAND En'sﬂ“"o
LA FONTAINE Za
%
O
GRILL HOUSE
v

CENTRALHJORNET

My FAIR ¥
GRAND™ | ADIES,
EATR

COPENHAGEN
DOWNTOWN HOSTEL ¢

30YOINAVH

ao

HE
sToCK exmes
(BORSEN).
Stopg,

O,

*
/4!5”“51

s

VLIl ety
D)






OEBPS/graphics/054_01_01_amalienborg_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/011_02_00_kronborgcastle_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/001_01_00_copenhagenskyline_h.jpg






OEBPS/graphics/042_01_01_06_christianshavn_amager.jpg
Christianshavn and Amager

“"‘“s} To Blocs & Walls,
% Urban High Roping,
REFSHALEGEN) % and Reffen \
T A
& <87
LA BANCHINA 2, P \\>
\¢ v
wJo Langelinie 0 G
B —
e, 0 0.25 km
<, P&‘/
% | ,TOLDBODEN
\"\ R4 %,
) (/o
% @
"o, e‘e,,
&,% <
GEFION
FOUNTAIN "
% MUSEUM OF K
DANISH RESISTANCE 05y
O3
AN ! ‘ S
To Kastellet \| %
@ | <
z STERVE) <
DESIGN 4 PABRIKMERTS
* MUSEUM S 2 %,
COPENHAGEN § = \i& i 2
2z |2 1§, A
S COPENHAGEN 5 2 o \&
2 OPERAHOUSE |5 & £
/- AMALIENBORG ?_% 3 " = < \B
Rl \
@ '\ P 3 |2
3 SEE S VES S E
e T QRLOGSV/ERFTSVES iy >
P 205 vyravws BN 5 5
E g MAP, )& i
3 3 wAWTOW
e 3
)
2
SANKT ANNE PLADS
|
108 //
NYRAVN NORDATLANTENS
NYHAVN BRYGG & //
9 /
STUDIO AT < REFSHALEVES /
=) S
© & w . & /
,40\9 g 5 NATASJA'S ADe 5‘3’ /
\_Kongens & z & /
3 & ) CHRISTIANIA IS /!
Yo 3 & CYKLER al
£ & g 5
CHRISTIANSHAVN'S 5 & KSTADENS MUSEUM o\l
FARGECAFE ¥ & FOR KUNST )
2
& SEFFEL BADSMANDSSTRADE § /
& ZBAR | CHURCHOF &/
9l aY OURSAVIOUR  CHRISTIANIA &
£ SR b
@ ol
/- CHRISTANSHAVNS
BADUDLEJNING OG CAFE-
/| & KarreRIET—Y Oy
)l & AVEGap,
3 overcapen—* | M LA
Sl R | LALTRO
§ ay BRODFLOV
2 H
S CHRISTAN'S & =1 CHRRY(CLUB
S " cHurch £ &8
= 3 3=
= /
5& 46, HOTEL
s AVAGER
%
2 ¢
GOBOAT, 5 © MOON.COM










OEBPS/graphics/011_01_00_stargazingmon2_h.jpg






OEBPS/graphics/015_01_00_meatpackingdistrict_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/017_01_00_torvehallerne_h.jpg






OEBPS/graphics/012_01_00_fikamalmo_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/028_01_01_opener_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/048_01a_01_01_copenhagen_itineraries.jpg
Copenhagen Itineraries

&/f \%\% DSTERBR'

* /
> & [i@C.
7 \(//
N y ’\\
YN

L

Al

. NORRE

DAY TWO LIKE A LOCAL

_| @ Meyers Bageri © Kafferiet @ Grod
@ Amalienborg © Torvegade ) Assistens Cemetery
- | @ Nyhavn © Church of Our @ Copenhagen Lakes
Saviour
@ Avolio Bar @ Tovehallerne
@ christianshavns . .
@ Waterfront Feergecafé @ cisterns in
Sendermarken
| D Round Tower © christiania )
Kongens Have ° @ Magasasa Dim Sum
Dyssen i
L7 O 4 y: & Cocktails
Reffen War Pi
© Kastellet er.Fige PeOER g €
L ) . © Mikkeller Baghaven = =
@ Little Mermaid 7 /5 \
@ Restaurant Palzgade Vi I\\\Q\"‘

| @ La Fontaine

— — — —






OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover Page



		Title Page



		Contents



		Discover Copenhagen & Beyond



		Copenhagen & Beyond



		North of Copenhagen



		Louisiana Museum of Modern Art



		Helsingør



		Roskilde



		Dragør



		Møn



		Malmö



		Essentials



		Index



		List of Maps



		Acknowledgments



		Photo Credits



		Copyright











Contents





		Cover Page



		Contents



		Title Page











OEBPS/graphics/032_01a_01_00_copenhagen_overview.jpg
|
‘F
\
3
:
i
-
%
Al
,\
|
L

S

Copenhagen
i
2 I
S|

= ' ! )
\// i

st
/ \ ¢ & Ry
Y 1 §& Ros
I‘ERKIlEN PARK ledparki \\°Q/
o RED SOUARE 4
\, COPENNAGEN
/

v
o
o 0.25 km

JCAFE £GIR

7

bl = \ 4 |
T N ‘@:,N
) \@% ;,7\/ NORREB!
/ HALVANDET
\</ 7 BEACH BAR
3 MIKKELLER
£ \ ‘G"‘“’E" (O REFSHALEGEN

5 ¥ \ .

E SEE
‘ /“NYHAVI
< MAP
%
Kon ons ;)'
“ ‘

CHRISTIANSHAVN

\ ocwm; o

OUR SAl
"GREATﬁR IN R
CITYAND” ™ %nsnunshav
SLOTSHOLMEN"

MAtse e \7 Amayelbm \\%.\,,
¥ \

>
ST Brvgae 57\\
3 o
e uw
DR g\@' \ QQ// s
§
\{/X’ém\sm 8o 3
DR Byen \

\

vsnsmyk,(s j// %’

Sve, \
2

* “VESTERBRO AND
FREDERIKSBERG”

Vestre
@ Kirkegard

coPEuHAGm






OEBPS/graphics/moon.jpg
MOON






OEBPS/graphics/014_01_00_innercitystreet_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/009_01_00_thelakes_h.jpg
(M

|






OEBPS/graphics/009_02_00_beernorrebro_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/012_02_00_amagernaturepark_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/008_01_00_inderhavnsbroen_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/008_02_00_copenhagenview_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/9781640490567.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/009_03_00_monsklint_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/026_01_00_metro_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/022_01_00_deerdyrehave_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/052_01_01_roundtower_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/013_01_00_louisianamoma_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/019_01_00_gamlastaden_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/034_01a_01_02_norreport_and_around.jpg
Nerreport and Around

ot
\Aws‘“w
v
SCHONNEMANN
v\ﬁﬁw\e
%
H A\
2 %
2 %,
& %
B %,
il TIME'S UP =
VINTAGE &
B> D
e
*w‘g‘“-
sctrE v Gee S
- DEMOCRATIC &
. Corres HALIVEVEN (€
0@" AAMANNS
* & 1921
UNIVERSITY OF / / Y
COPENHAGEN THE JANEY.
% 08 5
% & >
3 Y et & S
% S CHURCHOF &
Y 2. %OURLADY § ¢
%
%, GReast spoon oNRKOE %
U DINER %
UAFISTUDIO, S¢S ;
AMELSKAF;
BN o TeT
THELING 5, WASTELAND LA GLAcE”
ROOM %, 2
K
6‘&
&
X
>
0 100 yds
0

THE ROUND
WE

ROYAL COPENHAGEN
e‘?}@ SIMPLERAW FLAGSHIP STORE

/GENERATOR

HOSTEI..
sTINEGOVA &
GUBI\ &
STORE, &
> <?
& POSTERLA
BAUM UND -

PFERDGARTEN | yipp

S3

&

JENSEN
Py %
2 NIKOLAJ, COPENHAGEN
% CONTEMPORARY
3 ART CENTER
2

N\

 THE DAVID

GASOLINE S40e
S GRILL
4
4’%,,4.
Ve,
RESTAURANT
KOEFOED

¥ O v
< Woop 4
oF \
Nnory \ wO%P Qé‘ FISHM

42RAW
GO By 1108
g
v Z
« THEMARKET %
\M,w ASIAN KITCHEN |
o &BAR 2 g

S'v
VESPA
/ 'MARBLE CHURCH *
CHE FE
Y
ROYAL
¥ GARDEN
%oy,
"
Flys
gy

© MOON.COM






OEBPS/graphics/040_01a_01_05_norrebro.jpg
Norrebro

S
y %}uc:«% VAN
*M:::::ﬂ%%'% \






OEBPS/graphics/038_01a_01_04_vesterbro_frederiskberg.jpg
Vesterbro and Frederiksberg

w i ,
Froderiksborg ] | o criaNWINTHERSVE =
Landbohgjskolens.
FREDERIKSBERG Hay
MUSEUM OF
VETERINARY
" HISTORY.

J0vOSEVWIOTVA

oF
o
BERTRAMS HOTEL.
GULDSMEDEN
MATTH/EUSGADE

AREDERIKSSTADSGNR

30V9SHIOVTHOSNITHIO

SIMPELTV,
g -

oo
—4"%&;,(1 0

lads
DYy, L
0L Gap.
MAD & KAFFE
VESTERBRO

CARLSBERG
BANEVOLDEN

R
e,

s o~

" e o R

PLAI

HO BR

NETARIUM

v

PEORR
0L & BROD s SE
4 .vzgawu HOSTEL ¢ 33@”“%,‘

= N
| THEATER
| [

I
gzzzx. HOUSE
PENHAGEN
.
S
£
ave £
*

COPENHAGEN
BACKPACKERS ®

NN
6 ABSALON HOTEL .+
N
. )
S,
Ze

ANNEX +

5 OPENHAGEN “‘
, 9

e

N\

\ DGI-BYENS

' ~ KODBYENS HOTEL®
PFLEISCH.lioyen

" FISKETORVET

© MOON.COM






