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William Shakespeare: 


The Man, the Actor, the Author 


William Shakespeare is considered to be one of the greatest writers 


who ever lived.


He was born in the market town of Stratford-upon-Avon in 


Warwickshire, England in 1564 and died there in 1616.


Shakespeare is usually referred to as an Elizabethan playwright but  



he actually lived during the reign of two monarchs: Elizabeth I and 


James I. When Elizabeth died in 1603, James, who was already King  



of Scotland, took over the English throne.
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During Shakespeare’s lifetime, he wrote nearly 40 plays and  



over 150 poems (mainly sonnets). He was also an actor, a very 


successful businessman and owned valuable buildings and land  



in London and Stratford.


His parents were John Shakespeare, a glove-maker and Stratford 


council official,  and  Mary Arden, who  was the daughter of a wealthy 


local farmer. As  the  child of a reasonably  well-off family, William 


attended the local grammar school, where he would have studied Latin 


and Greek as well as English literature and history.


In 1582, at the age of 18, he married Anne Hathaway. They had three 


children but by 1587, Shakespeare had left 


his wife and children in Stratford 


and moved to London. He joined 


an acting company and, by 


the early 1590s, was 


writing his own plays, 


becoming well known 


and successful 


in the world of 


London theatre.


London


Stratford-upon-Avon
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In 1594, Shakespeare joined a new acting company, The Lord 


Chamberlain’s Men, with his friend, the actor Richard Burbage. He 


would spend the rest of his life writing plays to be performed by  



this company and even became a part-owner of The Globe Theatre, 


which was built in 1599. The Lord Chamberlain’s Men were so 


successful that when King James came to the throne, he became  



their sponsor and their name was changed to The King’s Men. 


From 1610, Shakespeare began to spend more time in Stratford. 


He died on 23rd April 1616. In the years following Shakespeare’s 


death, two of his friends, John Heminge and Henry Condell, collected 


manuscripts and copies of his plays. They were printed in 1623 in an 


edition known as 


The First Folio


. This collection of tragedies, comedies 


and historical plays helped to establish Shakespeare as a great 


playwright – possibly the greatest the world has ever known.


Another friend, the playwright Ben Jonson, said that Shakespeare’s 


plays would prove to be “not of an age, but for all time”.


Jonson was right. Shakespeare’s plays have been translated into every 


major language and are performed across the world. They have also 


been turned into  films, TV series,  musicals,  ballets  and graphic novels!
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The Tempest


 – The Play


The Tempest


 is thought to be the last play that William Shakespeare 


wrote  on his  own. It  was first  performed  in 1611.


It is the story of Prospero, a magician who has been cast away on an 


island. By creating a storm (a tempest) Prospero manages to shipwreck 


his enemies on this island in order to take revenge for the crimes 


they committed against him when he was the Duke of Milan. The play 


was performed in front of King James I in 1611, and has continued to 


delight audiences with its mixture of magic, spirits, romance, monsters, 


music,  dancing and  slapstick  comedy!















8


The Tempest


 is the only known Shakespearean play based wholly on an 


original story. Shakespeare usually “borrowed” ideas and storylines from 


other writers, but this seems to have been written without a previous 


source. It is a play of memorable characters and famous quotations …


With its universal themes of love, betrayal, revenge, forgiveness and 


magic, it is easy to see why 


The Tempest


 is considered to be one of 


Shakespeare’s greatest and most beloved plays.


“Thought is free.” 



Stephano Act 3 Scene 2


“Misery acquaints a man  



with strange bedfellows.” 



Trinculo Act 2 Scene 2


“Now I will believe that  



there are unicorns ...” 



Sebastian Act 3 Scene 3


“Be not afeard. The isle 


is full of noises, sounds, 


and sweet airs that give 


delight and hurt not.” 



Caliban Act 3 Scene 2


“O brave new world 



That has such people in’t.” 



Miranda Act 5 Scene 1


“We are such stuff  



As dreams are made on,  



and our little life  



Is rounded with a sleep.” 



Prospero Act 4 Scene 1















Naples


The MEDITERRANEAN Sea


sixteenth Century


The King of Naples and his son, Ferdinand, are sailing home 


from Tunis in North Africa, where they have been attending 


the wedding of the King’s daughter.


Also on board the King’s ship is Antonio, Duke of Milan, who 


stole the title from his brother, Prospero, twelve years ago.


A tempest (storm) suddenly breaks out, tossing the ship on 


the raging seas. Little do the royal party know that this is 


the work of Prospero, who waits on a nearby island, ready 


to take his revenge …


THE TEMPEST
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Milan


9





























































































































































































































































































































OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
= HAKESPEARE S —


























