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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every December baby . . .


Find out why you might give your December baby a name to do with light, what is meant by a gift of a Christmassy garland of holly and mistletoe, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Walt Disney, Jane Austen or Nostradamus?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood


. . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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YOUR December baby has arrived. The good news has been passed round your family and friends. Now the day has come when you are allowed visitors, and the question is being asked, ‘What present shall I bring?’


It was Robert Louis Stevenson who had the perfect idea for a present for a December baby. He knew that the nearer you are born to Christmas, the less a child’s chances of having a real birthday, and how right he was; being a Christmas Eve baby myself, I know. So to a small girl born at Christmas-time he made a gift of his own birthday – not a very nice one, for he was born in November – but still a better birthday than her own which he took in exchange. So if you have a friend who is willing, and has a birthday in a pleasant month, ask for their birthday for your December baby; an August birthday would be an ideal present.
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Christmas preparations or aftermath apart, December is an awkward month for presents. Flowers are scarce, and terribly expensive. The lucky ones who have gardens can bring dear little bunches which may contain almost anything, from winter jasmine, which is seasonal, to a rosebud which does not know it is December. There are of course Christmas roses, and early forced spring flowers, and cyclamen in pots for those who can afford them, but for those whose purses are lean, something other than flowers will have to be chosen.
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It is very hard in December to resist bringing your baby a toy. All the year round that department called ‘soft toys’ is difficult to resist, but at Christmas impossible. Lion cubs jostle blue-eyed lambs, pink monkeys hold out pleading arms, and poodles made apparently of real wool gaze down at you soulfully from a shelf. But do you really want a lion cub, pink monkey, blue-eyed lamb, or a woolly poodle, and your baby certainly will not. The present may seem charming while lying on your bed, but it will be a shocking dust collector while it is waiting for baby to be old enough to enjoy it. So if heads are kept, toys are out.
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Something for you or the baby to wear makes a wonderful present, but the chances are that no friend or relative has been able to hold up presenting the baby clothes they have made, or bought, until your baby actually arrived, for the temptation to post the parcel at once, while both blue and pink are correct, is overwhelming. As for you, you will be lucky if you get anything very luxurious so near to Christmas: hearts will be willing, but purses will be weak.
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Years of saying ‘What shall I bring her?’ has resulted in these books, one for each month. Each opens with lists of names suitable for the month. It is odd, but many parents in spite of months of talking it over, can still be arguing about names on the way to the christening. The first name may be chosen, but it sounds wrong somehow with the surname, so another is needed. Or the parents may have been so certain that it was to be a boy, or vice versa, that when the wrong sex turned up no names were ready. It is for such parents the name pages were compiled.
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