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Introduction 










u



What is Modern Studies? 










Modern Studies is the study of people and societies. When using this book, you’ll 








compare societies and ideas, analyse different systems of government, and 








develop your understanding of cultures and values. Modern Studies is a subject 








that looks at the world around us and asks: ‘Why?’ 








› 



How to get the most from this book 








This book covers the BGE benchmarks for 



Social Studies: People, Society 



and 








Business 



at Third and Fourth Levels. 








The book has six topic sections, each of which covers a topic relevant to the 








world you live in and information that you will need to know. If you take 








Modern Studies at National level, you may study some of these topics, and the 








information in this book will provide a solid foundation for further learning. 








The topics also include activities that will support your literacy, numeracy, 








and health and wellbeing, as well as addressing key issues around Learning for 








Sustainability and Global Citizenship. 








Each stand-alone chapter contains a series of lessons designed to bring breadth 








and depth to each topic area. Each lesson allows you to explore different issues 








and develop your skills through a variety of activities and research opportunities. 








The lessons can be completed individually or as part of a scheme of work. 








At the end of the book, you will find a glossary defining all key words. Check key 








words as you go through the book to build up your Modern Studies vocabulary. 








In the associated 



Planning and Assessment Pack, 



teachers will find the following 








items to accompany each lesson: 








● 








a planning sheet outlining the aims of each lesson, resources required, 








assessment opportunities and the associated experiences, outcomes and 








benchmarks 








● 








home-learning materials and worksheets 








● 








end-of-topic tests to assess achievement of Third and Fourth Levels for each 








unit of work in the book. 
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u 1.1 



What is a democracy? 










The term ‘democracy’ describes a way of running a country which allows 








people to have a say in what happens. According to Winston Churchill, 








‘it has been said that democracy is the worst form of government, except 








for all those other forms that have been tried.’ 










› 



Types of government 










Countries are considered a democracy if they: 








1 



hold elections in which everyone is free to vote and no candidate can cheat 








2 



apply their laws equally to everyone 








3 



allow people to express their opinions. 








If a country does some of these things but not others, it is considered a ‘flawed democracy’. An 








example is Tanzania. The country holds elections and allows some protests, but it is reported that a lot 








of government officials break the law without consequences. 








1 Democracy in the UK 








▲  



Figure  1.1 



Different types of government 








The United States is a democracy and holds presidential elections every four 








years. It has elections for other positions in government more frequently. 








There has been little evidence of fraud in US elections. The justice system 








has been criticised for punishing people of colour more harshly than white 








people. In 2018, President Trump harshly criticised black American football 








players for protesting against 



police brutality 



by kneeling during the 








national anthem. He was rebuked for putting pressure on the NFL to stop 








players who protested from playing. 








United States 








Only one party is allowed to take part in the 



election 



in Cuba: the Communist Party.The country has a history of 








one person holding power and refusing to let others run the country.The presidents of Cuba (most famously, Fidel 








Castro, who led from 1976 until 2008) have used the police and army to arrest their political enemies. People are 








punished for criticising the government and there are many restrictions that stop people leaving the country. 








Cuba 








Norway is a successful democracy and has elections 








every four years, during which many different 








parties run for office and a high percentage of the 








population votes. Norway has been praised for its 








excellent legal system, which deals with offenders 








compassionately; the country has a very low 








re-offending rate. In 2018, thousands of people 








protested across Norway when the government 








suggested that it might try to introduce restrictions 








on abortions. 








Norway 








● 








Compare and contrast 








different democracies 








around the world. 








● 








Evaluate how democratic 








a range of countries are. 








Learning intentions 
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1.1  What is a democracy? 








1 



What is the definition of ‘democracy’? 








2 



What did Winston Churchill say about 








democracy? 








3 



What is the difference between a ‘democracy’, 








a ‘flawed democracy’ and an ‘authoritarian 








country’? 








4 



Using the evidence from the profiles, create 








a table like the one opposite for each of the 








countries on this spread. 








Factor of democracy Pass/fail? Evidence 








Free and fair elections 








Laws applied equally 








Freedom to protest 








5 



Decide if each country is a democracy, a flawed 








democracy or authoritarian. Give reasons for 








your choice. 








6 



Which form of government do you think 








we have in the UK? Give reasons for 








your choice. 








Activities 








If a country does not do any of the things listed, then it is considered an ‘authoritarian country’. This 








means that the government cares more about its own power and authority than the freedom of its 








citizens. An example of this is North Korea, where there are no free elections, protests are not allowed 








and the government can do whatever it wants. 








These are some of the types of government around the world. The way each government comes to 








power and the freedom of the people within each country varies. 








The Turkish Government has been criticised recently for arresting people who were 








protesting in Istanbul against a change in the law, even after a judge ruled that the 








government did not have the right to do so.There are regular elections in Turkey and 








different parties often work together to form governments. After a failed attempt to 








overthrow 



the government in 2016, 77,000 people were arrested, many of whom 








say they had nothing to do with the protests. 








Turkey 








Mauritius is a democracy and holds elections every five years. 








Usually, the government is made up of a group of people from 








different political parties. Mauritian elections have been praised 








for being efficient and fair and most of the population is able 








to vote.The government has set up independent investigations 








to make sure that its ministers are not 



corrupt, 



which have 








resulted in some arrests.The state constitution allows people to 








protest, and they usually do so without interference from the 








government. 








Mauritius 








Vladimir Putin has been the head of the country since 1999, 








either as prime minister or president. He has been criticised 








for punishing people who disagree with him, while letting his 








allies do whatever they want. Russia has elections, but there is 








a lot of evidence to suggest that they are fixed to ensure that 








certain people will win, and many people are unable to vote. 








In 2019, peaceful protestors marking the International Day 








Against 



Homophobia 



were arrested by police. Such arrests are a 








common occurrence. 








Russia 








China’s Communist Party has controlled the country since 1949. In 2018, 








President Xi Jinping changed the 



constitution 



so that he could stay in power for 








as long as he wanted.There are no direct elections for national leaders and any 








websites critical of the government are banned. Social networking sites are closely 








monitored and anyone critical of the Chinese Government on these sites can be 








arrested. In 2019, armed police fired on protestors in Xinjiang province, and in the 








same year, police vehicles rammed 



barricades 



set up by protestors in Hong Kong. 








China 
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1 Democracy in the UK 










u 1.2 



The UK Parliament 










In Scotland, laws are created by two different parliaments. The Scottish 








Parliament makes decisions about a range of issues that only affect 








Scotland. These are known as ‘devolved matters’. The UK Parliament 








makes decisions about issues that affect the whole of the UK. These are 








known as ‘reserved matters’. 








› 



The Houses of Parliament 








The UK Parliament is made up of two parts called ‘houses’: 








1 



the House of Commons, where members are elected by 








the public 








2 



the House of Lords, where members are 



appointed 



by 








the Queen. 








› House 



of Commons 








The UK is divided into 650 constituencies which are made up of between 55,000 and 100,000 people. 








Each 



constituency 



elects one member of parliament (MP) to represent it in the House of Commons. 








Most MPs are members of a political party. This means they belong to a group of people who have 








similar ideas about how the country should be run, and which laws are required to achieve this. After a 








general election, if one party has more MPs than all the other parties combined, then it forms a majority 








government to run the country and that party’s leader becomes the prime minister (PM). If no single party 








has won more than half the seats, then the biggest party forms a minority government and usually asks 








other parties for support. Sometimes, two parties join forces to form a 



coalition 



government. 








In the 2017 general election, the Conservatives 








only won 317 seats, and all the other 








parties put together had 333. This led the 








Conservatives to ask the Democratic Unionist 








Party (DUP) of Northern Ireland (who had ten 








seats) for support. The DUP agreed in exchange 








for the UK Government spending an additional 








£1 billion on Northern Ireland. This meant the 








Conservatives were able to form a government, 








and their leader Theresa May became prime 








minister. 








In the 2019 general election, the Conservatives 








won 365 seats and all the other parties 








put together won 285. This meant that the 








Conservative Party had a majority of 80, and its 








leader, Boris Johnson, became prime minister. 








Example 








› House 



of Lords 








The House of Lords is made up of approximately 800 members 








who are called ‘Lords’ or ‘Peers’. They each hold the position for 








life. Peers are appointed by the Queen, although, in reality, the 








prime minister advises on the choices. A very small number of 








peers inherit their title from a parent. 








▲ 



Figure 1.2 



The Houses of Parliament 








▲ 



Figure 1.3 



The House of Lords 








● 








Describe the different 








parts of the UK 








Parliament. 








● 








Explain the role of the 








UK Parliament. 








Learning intentions 
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1.2  The UK Parliament 








The idea behind the House of Lords is that it contains experts from a wide range 








of professions as well as former politicians. Members should be able to check the 








bills created by the House of Commons to ensure that there are no mistakes. 








Although any British citizen is 



eligible 



to become a member of the House of 








Lords, in reality, many of the peers are former politicians or supporters of one of 








the major political parties. 








› 



Government 








On taking office, the prime minister picks a team of MPs or lords to be 








secretaries of state. The secretaries of state each run a government department, 








such as the Ministry of Defence or the Foreign Office. Together, the secretaries 








of state and the prime minister are called the cabinet, and they usually meet 








once a week. 








Within each department MPs and lords who run specific bits of the department, 








for example universities or schools within the Ministry of Education, are called 








‘ministers’. The ministers and secretaries of state make up the government. In 








exchange for their job, they must agree to always vote for the government’s 








ideas and defend them in public, no matter what they think about them! 








When Boris Johnson became prime minister in 2019, he appointed a new 








cabinet, replacing seventeen of the people chosen by the previous prime 








minister, Theresa May. 








› 



Parliament 








Parliament is made up of all the MPs and lords together. 








When the government suggests a new law (‘a bill’), the House of 








Commons votes on it. If the majority of MPs in the House of Commons 








vote for the bill, it goes to the House of Lords. The members of the House 








of Lords usually make some changes to the bill and then it goes back to 








the House of Commons. The bill goes back and forth between the two 








houses until they both agree on its contents. The bill is then signed by the 








Queen and becomes law. If the houses cannot agree, the bill fails and does 








not become law. 








1  



What is the difference between the House of  








Commons and the House of Lords? 








2  



Approximately how many people are there in  








each constituency? 








3  



How many more seats did the   








Conservatives win in the 2019 general   








election than in the 2017 general   








election? 








4  



How do you become a lord? 








5  



What is the cabinet? 








6  



What is the role of the government? 








7  



Do you think the UK Parliament has   








a good structure? Explain your answer. 








8  



If you could make one change to the UK  








Parliament, what would it be? Explain your  








answer. 








9  



Create a diagram to explain how a new law  








is made. 








Activities 








▲ 



Figure 1.4 



The State Opening 








of Parliament 
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1 Democracy in the UK 








Reserved powers are mainly those that affect the 








whole of the UK or that involve other countries, 








whereas devolved powers mainly affect Scotland. 








Both parliaments have nicknames based on the 








area of the cities in which their main buildings are 








located: 








● 








‘Westminster’ for the UK Parliament 








● 








‘Holyrood’ for the Scottish Parliament. 










u1.3 



The Scottish Parliament 










When Scotland joined the United Kingdom in 1707, the Scottish Parliament 








closed and its members became part of the UK Parliament. The Scottish 








Parliament did not re-open until 1999. Scotland now elects representatives 








to two parliaments – the UK Parliament in London and the Scottish 








Parliament in Edinburgh. 








› 



Devolved and reserved matters 








Before 1999, although Scotland had a different 








legal system, all decisions about the country were 








made by the UK Parliament. 








In 1999, the Scottish Parliament was created and 








power over almost all matters relating to Scotland 








was devolved (given) to the Scottish Parliament. 








Power over some matters was reserved by the UK 








Parliament. 










● 



Explain ‘devolved’ and  










‘reserved’ powers. 










●  



Analyse how the Scottish  










Parliament is different  








from the UK Parliament. 








Learning intentions 








▲ 



Figure 1.5 



The Scottish Parliament building at Holyrood 








Examples of devolved 








matters 








Examples of reserved 








matters 








Justice: the courts, police,  








etc. 








Defence: the army, nuclear  








weapons, etc. 








Transport: roads, ferries, etc. Foreign affairs: treaties,  








declaring wars, etc. 








Health: hospitals,  








prescriptions, etc.  








Immigration people coming  








into the country 








▲ 



Table 1.1 



Some examples of devolved and reserved 








matters 








› 



Members of the Scottish Parliament 








The Scottish Parliament has 129 elected members. Scotland is divided into 73 constituencies. Most 








constituencies are made up of between 60,000 and 100,000 people, although some island constituencies 








are much smaller (approximately 25,000 people). Each constituency elects one person to represent it in the 








Scottish Parliament. 








Scotland is also divided into eight large regions. Each region elects seven representatives, each of whom 








represents the whole region. All the representatives do the same job in the Scottish Parliament. They 








are called members of the Scottish Parliament (MSP). 








› 



Elections to the Scottish Parliament 








Elections to the Scottish Parliament are held every five years. Unlike the UK Parliament elections, there 








is not usually one party that has more MSPs than all the other parties combined. The largest party, 








therefore, tends to form a government with some support from other parties. The leader of the largest 








party becomes the first minister. 
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1.3  The Scottish Parliament 








After the 2016 election, the Scottish National Party (SNP) was the biggest party with 63 seats. All the 








other parties combined had 66 seats, so the SNP had to get support from another party. The Scottish 








Green Party offered to support the SNP in exchange for more environmentally-friendly policies. 








› 



A modern parliament 








The UK Parliament is very traditional, but the Scottish Parliament is designed to be more modern. 








While in the UK, parliament often goes on beyond 10 p.m. at night, the Scottish Parliament normally 








finishes by 6 p.m. thus is more workable for those MSPs with children. 








The Scottish Parliament is designed to be less aggressive than the UK Parliament. 










▲ 



Figure 1.6 



At Westminster, the governing party sit on one 








side and all the other parties sit opposite them, meaning 








that the two sides often shout at and harass each other. 








▲ 



Figure 1.7 



At Holyrood, all the parties sit in a 








semi-circle, making it less 



confrontational. 










1  



How many MSPs are there? 








2  



What are the main differences between the  








Scottish Parliament and the UK Parliament? 








3  



Would you prefer to be a member of  








the Scottish or UK Parliament? Explain  








your answer. 








4  



Look at the examples below. For each, explain  








whether it would be decided on by the Scottish  








or UK Parliament. Explain your answer in detail. 








a)  



People in Scotland want a new hospital  








built in Aberdeenshire. 








b)  



A Scottish person has been unfairly put  








in prison in another country. 








c)  



Scottish protestors are asking for nuclear  








weapons that are based in Scotland to be  








removed. 








d)  



Commuters between Glasgow and  








Edinburgh are asking for improvements  








to the motorway. 








e)  



An international prisoner in a Scottish  








prison is dying and wants to return to  








their home country for their last days. 








5  



Why do you think that the UK Parliament  








did not devolve all powers to the Scottish  








Parliament? 








Activities 








In the UK Parliament, every time a decision is made, all the MPs have to go out of the chamber into 








special ‘division lobbies’. All the MPs voting ‘Yes’ (‘Aye’) go into one room and all the MPs voting ‘No’ 








go into another. They are then counted by hand. Given that they can vote dozens of times in a day, the 








process can take a long time. 








In the Scottish Parliament, all decisions are made at the end of the day (usually around 5 p.m.) and the 








MSPs vote from their seats by pressing ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ on an electronic keypad. The whole process takes 








about fifteen minutes. 
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1 Democracy in the UK 










u 1.4 



Political parties 










In the UK political system, it is hard to get things done on your own. Usually 








people work together to try to change things. One way in which people do 








this is by joining a political party. A political party is a group of people who 








agree about how society should be run. They join together to try to win seats 








in parliament, so they have votes which can 



influence 



or change the laws. 








› 



Left wing, right wing and centrist 








In the UK, as well as many other countries, political parties have a range of beliefs 








that generally fall somewhere on a spectrum. Parties on the left side of the 








spectrum tend to back more government support paid for by higher taxes. People 








on the right side tend to support lower taxes for individuals and less government 








support. Sometimes, people with left-wing views are called ‘collectivists’ and 








those with right-wing views are called ‘individualists’. 








The Conservative Party, one of the two biggest political parties in the UK, is a 








right-wing party, while the other, the Labour Party, is a left-wing party. The third 








largest party, the Liberal Democrats, is a centrist party. 








Because Scottish people tend to be more supportive of collectivist ideas than the 








rest of the UK, the Scottish parties all tend to be more towards the left than their 








UK equivalents. The SNP stands only in Scotland and is left wing, though it is not 








as collectivist as the Labour Party. 








▲ 



Figure 1.8 



The political spectrum 








Left wing 








Centrist 








Right wing 








Collectivists believe that the group 








should have priority over the individual 








‘We should make everybody 








help everybody’ 








Individualists believe that the individual 








should have priority over the group 








‘We should let everyone do what 








they want’ 








Higher taxes, more benefits, 








more government involvement 








Lower taxes, fewer benefits, 








less government involvement 








Figure 1.8 shows the beliefs of right and left-wing parties. While in government, 








the Conservatives have cut the amount of money that the UK is spending on 








helping people living in poverty and the amount of taxes that most people 








pay. The Labour Party has suggested increasing the amount of money spent on 








education and health as well as increasing taxes for certain people. 








Parties that are somewhere in between left wing and right wing are called ‘centrist’ 








parties because they fall near the centre of the line on the spectrum. In the UK, the 








Liberal Democrats have suggested that the government should spend more money 








on education but have also suggested cutting taxes and spending. 










●  



Explain the concepts  










of ‘left wing’ and ‘right  








wing’, and ‘centrist’ views. 










●  



Describe how political  










parties work in  








parliament. 
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1.4  Political parties 








› 



Political parties in parliament 








The political party that wins the most seats in an election can form a 








government. Sometimes it must join with other parties to get enough seats 








(a coalition government), or at least get support from them. 








In the UK Parliament, the second largest political party is known as ‘the 








opposition’. The opposition is given the opportunity to ask questions of 








the government and respond to government statements in the House of 








Commons. The leader of the opposition can ask six questions at Prime 








Minister’s Questions (see page 18). 








› What 



do parties do for MPs? 








Parties help their MPs by campaigning for them at election time, helping them 








organise and run their offices and sometimes by giving them additional roles 








within government. The governing party can appoint its MPs as ministers 








or members of the cabinet, while the other parties can ask an MP to be a 








spokesperson on a topic and talk to the media. 








The opposition has its own cabinet, known as the ‘shadow cabinet’. The party 








appoints one person to be responsible for watching over everything their 








equivalent minister or secretary of state does. The ‘shadows’ ask questions in 








parliament, produce reports and speak first in debates on their areas of expertise. 








› What 



do MPs have to do for their parties? 








In exchange for being part of a political party, MPs are expected to support 








their party’s ideas in parliament and vote in the way that the party tells them 








to. If they vote against their party, they might be dismissed from their job or 








position, for example, as a minister or spokesperson. They would not be viewed 








favourably by the party leader. 








Sometimes MPs in both the UK and Scottish parliaments have to choose 








between their own views, the views of their constituents and the views of 








their party. This becomes more complex if they believe the party’s choice 








is wrong or if they do not agree with their constituents. Often this means 








that MPs must make tough choices and disappoint some people. Most often, 








however, MPs and MSPs choose their party before everything else. In 2019, 








only eleven out of 650 MPs voted against their party more than ten per cent of 








the time. 








1  



What do the terms ‘right wing’, ‘left wing’ and  








‘centrist’ mean? 








2  



How many MPs voted against their party less  








than ten per cent of the time in 2019? 








3  



Why is being part of a large political party an  








advantage? 








4  



What is a shadow cabinet? 








5  



List three advantages of being part of a  








political party. 








6  



List three disadvantages of being part of a  








political party. 








7  



Do you think that you are more left   








wing, right wing or centrist? Explain  








your answer. 








Activities 










▲ 



Figure 1.9 



Candidates 








across the major 








UK political parties 








campaign at election 








time 
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Election campaigns 










Elections for both the UK Parliament and the Scottish Parliament are 








held every five years. Before people vote on election day, parties engage 








in ‘campaigning’. This involves trying to convince people to vote for the 








candidates from their party. 








› 



Campaigning 








Following an election announcement, an official campaign period is declared. During this time (about six 








weeks), there is a strict limit on how much political parties are allowed to spend. This is to try to stop a 








party from winning an election by spending more than other parties on advertising and campaigning. 








› Local 



campaigning 








At a local level, parties pick a candidate for each 








constituency. That candidate often goes ‘canvassing’. This 








means they go door-to-door in their area and talk to 








voters, trying to convince people to vote for them. They 








might also take part in ‘hustings’ or debates between 








the different candidates in their constituency. Volunteers 








and party members will deliver leaflets with information 








about the candidate and their views and put up posters 








around the area. 








› National 



campaigning 








At a national level, parties will pay for billboard and social media adverts, and create party political 








broadcasts which are shown on TV (see Chapter 2.6, page 36). Important party figures are interviewed 








on TV and the radio, and party leaders often debate one another on TV. 










▲ 



Figure 1.11 



During the 2015 election, the Conservative 








Party created this advert to convince English voters 








that the Labour leader Ed Miliband would do whatever 








Nicola Sturgeon, the SNP leader, told him to do. 








▲ 



Figure 1.12 



During the 2019 general election, 








Labour leader, Jeremy Corbyn, and Conservative 








leader, Boris Johnson, took part in televised 








debates. 










› 



Election day 








On election day, the media is not allowed to report on the election in case it affects the result. This 








means that parties tend not to campaign directly on this day, but instead try to make sure that all the 








people who support them vote. They call people who have given them their details to check whether 








they have voted, offer lifts to voters and do some last-minute canvassing. 










●  



Describe the different  










actions that parties can  








take when campaigning. 










●  



Explain what happens on  










election day. 








Learning intentions 










▲ 



Figure 1.10 



SNP candidate, Owen Thompson 








canvassing during the 2019 general election. 
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1.5  Election campaigns 








Over the course of the night, as each 








constituency announces its result, TV channels 








will report the results, analyse the data and 








speculate on which party will win the election 








overall. By early the next morning, the result is 








usually clear, and one party will try to form a 








government. 








› Voting 








Many people in the UK vote by post, but most people vote in person on election 








day. They go to a polling station, a secure place within walking distance of their 








house, where they pick a candidate to vote for using a ballot paper. They do 








this in secret, and then place their ballot paper in a sealed ballot box. Voting is 








anonymous and no one else knows who each individual voted for. 








› Counting 



the votes and announcing the winner 








At 10 p.m. polling stations close and all the 








ballot boxes in each area are transported 








to a central location where the votes are 








counted. Constituencies often race to be the 








first to announce their result, but it can take 








several hours to be sure. Once all the votes 








in a constituency have been counted, then an 








election official called a ‘returning officer’ will 








announce the winner. 










▲ 



Figure 1.14 



TV channels like Channel 4 cover election 








night as it happens. 










1  



Define the following words: 








a)  



canvassing 








b)  



polling station 








c)  



ballot box 








d)  



returning officer. 








2  



Why are the media not allowed to report on  








election day? 








3  



Describe three actions that parties take  








during an election campaign. 








4  



Describe three actions that parties take on  








election day. 








5  



Why do you think parties focus more on   








people they know are going to vote for  








them on election day? 








6  



Explain the message of the billboard on page 14. 








7  



Imagine you are a volunteer for a political  








party in your area. Draw up a timetable for  








what you would do on election day to try to  








convince people to vote. 
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▲ 



Figure 1.13 



 Candidates await the announcement of an 








election vote result in Brighton, 2019. 
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