




[image: Image]






Hear Me when I CALL





Hear Me when I CALL


Connecting with a God Who Cares


CHARLES R. SWINDOLL


[image: image]




Copyright © 2013 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc.


Published by Worthy Publishing, a division of Worthy Media, Inc., 134 Franklin Road, Suite 200, Brentwood, Tennessee 37027.


HELPING PEOPLE EXPERIENCE THE HEART OF GOD


eBook available wherever digital books are sold.


All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, scanning, or other—except for brief quotations in critical reviews or articles, without the prior written permission of the publisher.


ISBN: 978-1-936034-93-2 (hardcover w/ jacket)


ISBN: 978-1-936034-85-7 (international edition)


Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are taken from the New American Standard Bible®, © The Lockman Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995. Used by permission.


Other Scripture quotations are taken from the following sources: The Holy Bible, New International Version® (NIV), copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com. The Message by Eugene H. Peterson (MSG). © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group. All rights reserved. Good News Translation® (GNT), Today’s English Version, second edition, © 1992 by American Bible Society. All rights reserved. J. B. Phillips: The New Testament in Modern English, Revised Edition. © J. B. Phillips 1958, 1960, 1972. Used by permission of Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc. The King James Version of the Bible (KJV). Public domain.


Quote from J. Oswald Sanders in the introduction is taken from J. Oswald Sanders, Spiritual Leadership (Chicago: Moody, 1980), 103.


A portion of this book was derived from the previously published The Prayers of Charles R. Swindoll, Volumes 1 and 2.


Published in association with Yates & Yates, www.yates2.com


For foreign and subsidiary rights, contact Riggins International Rights Services, Inc.; rigginsrights.com


Cover and Interior Design: Susan Browne Design


Cover Image: © Getty Images; AVTG and JayneBurfordPhotography


Printed in the United States of America


13 14 15 16 17 CGFF 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1




E2-20190205-PDJ-PC-VAL




It is with great gratitude I dedicate this book to the congregation of Stonebriar Community Church with whom I pray each time we gather to worship our awesome God.
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INTRODUCTION



After more than five decades of ministry, I’ve come to the conclusion that prayer is the easiest and, at the same time, the most difficult discipline a follower of Christ can engage in. It’s easy because it involves something we do every day: talking. That’s what prayer is, talking with God. J. Oswald Sanders, in his wonderful book Spiritual Leadership, wrote, “Prayer is the most ancient, most universal, most intensive expression of the religious instinct. It touches infinite extremes, for it is at once the simplest form of speech that infant lips can try and the sublimest strains that reach the Majesty on high. It is indeed the Christian’s vital breath and native air.”


But prayer is also difficult. Why do we find it hard to “breathe”? Perhaps some of us are too lazy or impatient. Others of us are too embarrassed or ashamed to speak to God, thinking our petty problems too insignificant to bother the Lord of the universe. For many, and let’s be honest here, prayer seems like we’re only talking into thin air or whispering in an empty room. We know God is present and hears our prayers, yet we have a strange feeling of distance and isolation.


There’s a near-truism among Christians that reveals much about our view and practice of prayer: “When all else fails, try God.” We make a reliable habit of praying as a last resort when life turns to chaos. Otherwise, prayer remains a sporadic and occasional exercise. But why? We know that through prayer we have access to the source of power. We know that God intervenes. We know that God honors it when we pause from our work, turn our hearts heavenward, and say, “Lord, You take over.” Why is it, then, that we pray only when we’re seized with panic or when we come to the end of our own resources?


I confess that the longer I live, the more rebuked I am over my own prayerlessness. I would love to tell you that I am a model of continued, constant, faithful prayer. I am a man of prayer. I do believe in prayer. But I am no different from anyone else. Many times, prayer is what I try only when everything else has failed. So I understand. We all need help, myself included. Sometimes it’s just hard to articulate what is within the depths of our hearts.


My hope is that this volume will help you put into words what your heart and soul are trying to say to the Lord. This collection of ninety prayers, selected from my years of ministry experience, is offered not because I consider myself eloquent but in hopes that they might minister to you in your need—as if we’re praying them together. I encourage you to do more than just read these prayers—make them your own. To help you do that, I have included a devotional following each prayer to stimulate your thinking. I am extremely grateful to Wayne Stiles for his excellent assistance in helping me shape these devotionals into more meaningful and personal statements. It is our hope that these prayers and devotionals encourage you to make your entire life a prayer to God.


As you spend time in these pages, may you find the lungs of your prayer life beginning to fill with ever deepening and refreshing air. So breathe … breathe deeply, as you spend time in the fresh air surrounding those all-important, intimate moments with God.


—Chuck Swindoll


Frisco, Texas
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New Year




SEEK FIRST HIS KINGDOM AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE ADDED TO YOU. —MATTHEW 6:33
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How faithful you have been, our Father, over the many weeks of this past year. We pause to commit our lives to Your Son, Jesus Christ, afresh and anew, as if for the first time. We are thankful for the joy of knowing You and for those occasions during this past year when we have met You in unexpected ways. As we stand on the threshold of a new year, we thank You in advance for the fifty-two weeks that stretch out before us. Knowing that You are in charge, we accept whatever they may include.


We will seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness this year, knowing that all the other things we need will be added to these. Help us throughout the new year to stay focused on the eternal, rather than becoming distracted by and anxious over the temporal. As You meet our needs—not our greeds—teach us contentment, joy, happiness, and fulfillment in the realities of life that only You make possible. As opportunities and privileges unfold before us this year, we pray You would find us faithful. After all, our lives are Yours … and so it is right that we commit them to You.


We pray in the magnificent name of Jesus, who gave His life for ours. Amen.


See also Proverbs 27:1; 2 Corinthians 5:15; James 4:13–14.
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DON’T JUST SIT THERE


Sandwiched between January 1 and December 31 are twelve exciting months filled with possibilities. Challenges brought on by changes await us. We will be shoved out of our comfort zones and required to respond. We can do so positively or negatively, with hope and optimism or with resentment and pessimism. If we’re not careful, we’ll be so full of complaining that we’ll miss golden opportunities to grow … to make some new discoveries … to switch from being a passive sitter to an active participant in our adventure beyond the familiar.


Between doing nothing and trying something ridiculous, there’s a wide expanse worth considering. Whatever we choose to do, just sitting there isn’t an option.


Seeing fifty-two weeks all wrapped and ready to be opened and knowing each one contains surprises that will require adjustments, I suggest we decide right now to open them with great anticipation. Let’s also accept them with great delight. Think of the dozens of things God will teach us and the many ways we’ll see Him work! Frankly, I have found that my “youth is renewed like the eagle” (Psalm 103:5) when I’m willing to change and make the necessary adjustments. Breaking out of an old, tired routine is one of the secrets of staying young.


Go there. Better still, let’s go there together! By the end of this year, you and I will discover that God had several amazing things for us that we would never have known or experienced had we not accepted the challenge that changes inevitably bring.


It’s time to take on whatever these new weeks and months will bring. The main thing for us to remember? Don’t just sit there!
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The Antidote to Apprehension




BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING, BUT IN EVERYTHING BY PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION WITH THANKSGIVING LET YOUR REQUESTS BE MADE KNOWN TO GOD. AND THE PEACE OF GOD, WHICH SURPASSES ALL COMPREHENSION, WILL GUARD YOUR HEARTS AND YOUR MINDS IN CHRIST JESUS. —PHILIPPIANS 4:6–7
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We all experience apprehension, Father. How helpful it is to remember we are to celebrate Your name, Your work, Your power, Your character—all day, every day—so we might come to the place where we revel in You. What a grand reminder it is that Your Son could come at any moment. May You find us ready for that, Lord.


Yet we cannot be ready for Your return as long as anxiety lives within us, so we pray that You will begin to do a work right now in our lives to rid us of worry. What a waste that we have spent so much of our lives fretting and worrying!


Remind us today and in the days to come that prayer can displace our apprehensions. Time with You can become such a magnificent turning point, not only in the moment but in the day—in fact, in our lives—so that we begin to realize the power of Your peace as it calms us. Give us the ability, the discipline of mind, to meditate on and focus our attention toward that which is true and noble, reputable and authentic, compelling and gracious. In the marvelous name of Christ, our Savior, we pray. Amen.


See also Psalm 37:5; 55:22; Jeremiah 17:8; Matthew 6:26–34.
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APPREHENSION


Apprehension is everywhere. It’s in the classroom when the new teacher makes her first attempt to connect with middle-school students. It’s in the cramped study of the final-year med student as she crams the night before her orals. There’s apprehension at the airport as a dad waves good-bye to his son leaving for overseas duty. Or in the nursery at night as an exhausted mother holds her sick baby. Or in the car traveling cross-country as a family relocates to an unfamiliar neighborhood.


Apprehension. It’s a cut above worry but feels like its twin. It isn’t strong enough to cause fear, but neither is it weak enough to be funny. It’s a mixed emotion … and we’ve all felt it.


In some ways apprehension leaves us crippled, even paralyzed. It’s an undefined uneasiness … a feeling of uncertainty … misgiving … unrest. What frustration is to yesterday, apprehension is to tomorrow.


Truth be told, apprehension is proof positive we’re human. But unfortunately, it tends to smother our pleasant dreams by placing a pillow over our faith. Apprehension will strap a short leash on our vision and teach us to roll over and play dead when scary statistics whistle and pessimistic reports snap their fingers.


The apostle Paul refused to run when apprehension haunted him. He openly acknowledged its presence but stood his ground with the exhortation to the Philippians: “Be anxious for nothing” (4:6). Apprehension is intimidating until godly determination pulls rank and forces it to salute. Especially when determination has been commissioned by the King of kings.
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Assurance of Salvation




MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE, AND I KNOW THEM, AND THEY FOLLOW ME; AND I GIVE ETERNAL LIFE TO THEM, AND THEY WILL NEVER PERISH; AND NO ONE WILL SNATCH THEM OUT OF MY HAND. —JOHN 10:27–28
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Gracious Father, the beauty of the natural world and its elements that obey You remind us that we serve a living Savior. These things tell us that You are very much alive and in full control. The life around us reminds us that Your Son has been raised from the dead. Nature testifies to Your work in the world as well as Your care for Your creation. While this should soothe our doubts about You, Your promises, and Your power, all too often it doesn’t.


We desire to be renewed within. We are totally dependent upon You to do that, to effect in us the renewal that we cannot accomplish within ourselves. Enlighten the dark shadows and give truth where now ignorance and superstition and fear abide. Replace our many doubts with assurance of our great salvation. Increase our faith. May it not be dependent upon the flimsy and fragile web of feelings but upon the solid granite of Your truth.


And having done that, give us a song that brightens our day and lightens our way. Help us to live in Your truth that removes our burden of doubt.


In the name of Christ, to whom we give first place, we pray. Amen.


See also Colossians 2:1–3; Hebrews 3:14; 6:11; 10:22; 11:1; 1 John 5:11–13.
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A BENEDICTION OF ASSURANCE


I love the powerful promise recorded in Jude 24–25: “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”


This benediction builds upon the hope of our Savior’s coming for us, as it tells us something our Lord is doing for us now … as well as something He will do for us then, when He comes.


Now: He is keeping us from stumbling (v. 24).


Then: He will present us “blameless with great joy” (v. 24).


Currently, He is guarding us, protecting us, securing us, and helping us not to stumble. How He loves us and reassures us! How often He strengthens us when we are weak!


When our dear Lord returns, we will be blameless … faultless … flawless. Jesus will not be angry because of our failures and ready to shame us. Instead, the grace we experience now we will also have then in abundance.


You would think the Almighty would frown as He reviews a large clipboard with your name above a list of the numerous times you stumbled. No—a thousand times, no! God keeps no such records against you. Rest assured.


He will accept you in that day, being fully aware that you are but dust … and He will escort you into the presence of His glory “blameless.” I invite you to stop this moment and think that over. It’s not possible to imagine the scene without smiling, seized with inexpressible joy.
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Turning Bitterness into Sweetness




EVEN IF YOU SHOULD SUFFER FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, YOU ARE BLESSED. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, BUT SANCTIFY CHRIST AS LORD IN YOUR HEARTS, ALWAYS BEING READY TO MAKE A DEFENSE TO EVERYONE WHO ASKS YOU TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT FOR THE HOPE THAT IS IN YOU, YET WITH GENTLENESS AND REVERENCE; AND KEEP A GOOD CONSCIENCE SO THAT IN THE THING IN WHICH YOU ARE SLANDERED, THOSE WHO REVILE YOUR GOOD BEHAVIOR IN CHRIST WILL BE PUT TO SHAME. —1 PETER 3:14–16
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Our Father, as we acknowledge Your Son as Lord over all, it is with a sigh, because we cannot deny the pain or ignore the difficulty of our earthly trials. This reality can sometimes be borderline unbearable. But as the sovereign One with full capacity to handle our needs, You are strong enough to carry our burden and, in return, to give us the perspective we need.


Quiet our spirits. Give us a sense of relief as we face the inevitable facts that life is difficult and there will be moments when life is not at all fair. Erase any hint of bitterness. Enable us to see beyond the present, to focus on the invisible, and to recognize that You are always with us. Remind us that Your ways are higher and far more profound than ours.


Thank You for the joy of this day. Thank You for the pleasure of a relationship with You and with a few good, caring, loving friends. And especially, Father, thank You for the truth of Your Word that lives and abides forever.


In the strong name of Him who is higher, Jesus our Lord, we pray. Amen.


See also Proverbs 14:19; 15:1; Ephesians 4:31–32; Hebrews 12:14–15; James 1:19–20.
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BITTERNESS


The book of Hebrews states that a “root of bitterness” can spring up and cause trouble (12:15). We cannot nurture bitterness and at the same time conceal it. At times we think we can hide our bitterness, but we cannot. Worst of all, you, the victim of bitterness, will be the most miserable.


Consider Jesus’ parable recorded in Matthew 18:23–35. The main character is a man who refused to forgive a friend … even though he, himself, had recently been released from an enormous debt. Because he refused to forgive his friend, the man was “handed … over to the torturers.” (v. 34). Then Jesus added the punch line: “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart” (v. 35).


Jesus said that we who refuse to forgive—we who live in bitterness—will become victims of torture, meaning inner torture and torment by all sorts of thoughts and feelings. Please remember: Jesus was speaking to His disciples, not to the unsaved. Christians suffer terribly until we fully forgive others … even when others are in the wrong.


We can now understand why Paul listed bitterness first when he said, “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:31–32).


For your sake, I urge you to put away all bitterness. We must diligently pull up every root of bitterness. Let’s do that now.
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Anticipating His Return




FOR OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN, FROM WHICH ALSO WE EAGERLY WAIT FOR A SAVIOR, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. —PHILIPPIANS 3:20
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Father, we are delighted with the sure expectation of Your Son’s return. Thank You for telling us Your plan and not leaving us in a hopeless quandary. At the same time, thank You for not telling us everything. If every last detail of Jesus’ return were spelled out, who would need to walk by faith? What would hold our attention and capture our curiosity, especially in those moments on this earth that suddenly remind us, this could be the day?


Thank You also for giving us instruction that prepares us for eternity with You. Thank You, Father, for Your Son, who completed His mission while He was on this earth and will return for us at any moment.


We thank You for the joy that floods us when we anticipate such an event. The cares of this age finally will be gone. The crippling diseases, the painful trials, and the clammy fingers of death around our necks will be gone, gone forever! Heartbreaks, broken promises, and sorrows will all pass away when we are brought face-to-face with the Savior. How wonderful! We exult in this, Lord. And we praise Your wonderful name for including us in Your eternal plans.


Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen.


See also Psalm 21:6; 98:1–9; Isaiah 26:19; 1 Thessalonians 2:19.
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CHRIST’S RETURN MADE PRACTICAL


The other evening my wife and I were enjoying a quiet conversation together. For some reason our discussion turned to the subject of Christ’s return. We kept returning to the thought, “He is coming back. What a difference it will make!”


It is amazing what a mental overhaul that does on our scale of values. Christ’s return has a way of thumping us back to the basics, doesn’t it? How much time do we spend on things that really do need attention … but would abruptly blur out of focus at the sound of the trumpet? God seemed to be saying to me that evening, Loosen your grip, My son, and remember that the bottom line of everything is eternity with Me.


When is the last time you—on your own—meditated on that fact? If you’re like me, it’s been too long. People who are more practical than mystical, who are more realistic than idealistic, tend to save thoughts of eternity for funerals or near-death experiences. Most of us are here-and-now thinkers more than there-and-then people.


Hear this: the someday return of Christ has tremendous implications on today.


Let’s consider a few examples to get our thinking started. Live every day (as if it’s your last) for His glory. Work diligently on your job and in your home (as if He isn’t coming for another ten years) for His name’s sake. Share the good news of Jesus every chance you get … and remain balanced, cheerful, winsome, and stable.


May we anticipate His return day after day after day.
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Cleansing in the Depth of God’s Word




BE GRACIOUS TO ME, O GOD, ACCORDING TO YOUR LOVINGKINDNESS; ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF YOUR COMPASSION BLOT OUT MY TRANSGRESSIONS. WASH ME THOROUGHLY FROM MY INIQUITY AND CLEANSE ME FROM MY SIN. —PSALM 51:1–2
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Our Father, in a dry and barren world where sin is rampant and society is filthy, we need a fountain of fresh, clean water full of blessing, truth, and strength. We need water that’s never bitter… always sweet to the taste. Most of all, we need You. “Come Thou fount of every blessing.”


In a world that has no song to sing and whose stories are often coarse and vulgar, we need a new song. Teach us to sing Your songs of praise from our hearts, reengaging our minds to things that are pure and holy and good and right and just and lovely and of good report.


We are thirsty today for Your living water. May it cleanse us. May it wash our minds. May it purify our motives. May it scrub away the shameful secrets of our private worlds so that You can lead us onto right paths. Admittedly, we are “prone to wander… prone to leave the God we love.” And only the cleansing, fresh water of Your Spirit can make us clean deep within.


Make us clean today, our Father. Dig deeply into our lives and reveal truth. Find within us no rival, no resistance, no pride, no lies. We now give ourselves to Your sacred work, to be set apart for Your best use, for Your greater glory. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.


See also Proverbs 20:9; Jeremiah 33:8; Ezekiel 36:25; 2 Corinthians 7:1.
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THE DEPTHS


Anyone who loves the sea has a romance with it as well as a respect for it.


The romance of the sea is difficult to describe. It is nurtured in the shallow waters near the beach. The thundering waves have such a powerful magnetism that we cannot resist giving them our cares as the prevailing winds blow away all reminders of our responsibilities. And oceans that are miles deep with their massive swells are intriguing.


The romance of the shallows changes to respect at the depths. Who hasn’t felt an uneasy churning in the midst of angry swells? When we can no longer see land and the depth gauge fails to register the fathoms, something profound reaches within us. On the surface of such waters we have little to say … yet our thoughts, like the measureless miles beneath us, become deep. We hold our breath, stare at the black brine, and let the wonder in. We treat the mystery of the deep with silent respect.


What is hidden in the sea is also hidden in God’s wisdom. Perhaps Paul had recently been in the ocean when he wrote, “the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God” (1 Corinthians 2:10).


The depths. Those fathomless truths about Him and those profound insights from Him produce within us a wisdom that enables us to think with Him. Such wisdom comes from His Spirit, who alone can plumb the depths and reveal His mind. God grants wisdom only to those who wait in silence … who respect “the depths of God.” It takes time. It calls for solitude.


There is more than enough noise in the bottom of the boat, so let’s not add to it. I suggest we climb on deck, get alone, and gain new respect for the depth of God’s wisdom in His Word.
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Living the Truth




AS THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN OF GOD, HOLY AND BELOVED, PUT ON A HEART OF COMPASSION, KINDNESS, HUMILITY, GENTLENESS AND PATIENCE; BEARING WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND FORGIVING EACH OTHER, WHOEVER HAS A COMPLAINT AGAINST ANYONE; JUST AS THE LORD FORGAVE YOU, SO ALSO SHOULD YOU…. WHATEVER YOU DO IN WORD OR DEED, DO ALL IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS, GIVING THANKS THROUGH HIM TO GOD THE FATHER. —COLOSSIANS 3:12–13, 17
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You have written these words to us today, Father. Though they date back to the first century, they fit the twenty-first century like a well-tailored garment. They touch every aspect of our being. Your words address our position in Christ and our practice on earth. They specify our struggles without overlooking the important, positive side of compassion, love, forgiveness, patience, humility, and gentleness. How we long to live as we say we believe. How far short of that we often fall! We realize it again even this day, as we recognize the straight line of truth so clearly marked in Your inspired Word—God-breathed, preserved, and now provided for us in our language. Help us to live according to Your standards, day in, day out.


As You do soul-surgery in our hearts, may we allow the scalpel of the Spirit to pierce whatever area needs to be addressed. Guard us from hypocrisy. Few things are more detestable than a phony Christian! May we speak truth today. More importantly, may we live truth today. May we declare it to others in a way that makes sense. May Your Spirit take it from there and drive it home. May our lives and theirs be changed as a result.


In the name of Jesus Christ, we offer our words of prayer. Amen.


See also Psalm 1:1; 89:14; Hosea 14:9; Ephesians 4:15; Hebrews 13:8.
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CONSISTENCY


Consistency. We can count on it. It will be there tomorrow just like it was yesterday … free from mood swings, unexpected changes, or fickle fads. Early in the day or late at night, consistency stands firm. When pain or hardship bites, consistency doesn’t bleed. When the majority is tired and irritable, consistency is stable and resilient. Not insensitive or boring, but reliable and faithful. Not opposed to reason, but trustworthy. Not stubborn, but solid. Yes, that’s it: solid.


Consistency is the stuff most mothers are made of when their little ones get sick … and missionaries who lose themselves in their labor even though it yields limited fruit. It reveals itself in faithful employees who show up on time, roll up their sleeves, and commit to doing the job rather than watching the clock. Diligence is its brother … dependability, its partner … discipline, its parent.


Consistency. A living model of patience, determination, and strength—regardless of shifty, rootless times. The blasts of ridicule and criticism may punch it in the face—but consistency stands and takes it as silently as a bronze statue takes the tempest. It’s an obvious mark of maturity. It’s hanging in there day in and day out in spite of everything that could get us sidetracked.
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