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Exam tips


Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check


Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers


Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries





•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book


This guide has been designed to help you succeed in the Eduqas and WJEC Geography A-level courses. The topics covered in this guide are:





•  Sections B and C of WJEC A-level Unit 3: Global governance: changes and challenges, and 21st century challenges



•  Sections B and C of Eduqas A-level Component 2: Global governance: changes and challenges, and 21st century challenges





The format of the different examination papers is summarised in the table below.
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This guide has the following main objectives:





•  It provides you with key concepts, definitions, theories and examples that may be used to answer questions in the examination. The examples have been chosen to provide you with an up-to-date view of important global issues.



•  It provides guidance on how to tackle the synoptic element of the exam, which draws on ideas from your entire geography course.



•  It suggests self-study tasks that will enhance your knowledge and understanding before you enter the examinations.



•  Finally, it gives you the opportunity to test yourself through knowledge check questions, which are designed to help you to check your depth of knowledge. You will also benefit from noting the exam tips, which provide further help in determining how to learn key aspects of the course.





The section order follows the Eduqas specification.


The examinations


WJEC


The total examination time of WJEC A-level Unit 3: Global Systems and Global Governance is 2 hours. You have approximately 40–45 minutes to answer the questions in section B: Global governance: change and challenges, which comprises two compulsory structured, data response questions and one extended essay question. You then have approximately 30–35 minutes to answer the question in section C: 21st century challenges, which comprises one compulsory extended essay question with resource material.


The two structured questions in section B will start with a part (a) resource-based question: you may be asked to describe a pattern or trend, or to suggest reasons why the data appear the way they do. The resource can also lead to a question requiring basic calculation or some interpretation of the data, which might be in cartographic, graphical, statistical or photographic form (including aerial and satellite images). The following part (b) question will develop from the topic in (a) and will require brief explanation of a relatively small section of the specification; it is worth 4 or 5 marks.


The section B essay is worth 18 marks. You will be expected to offer a structured response consisting of continuous prose. A command word or phrase such as ‘discuss’ or ‘to what extent’ will require you to adopt an evaluative approach and arrive at a conclusion. There will be a choice from two titles.


The section C essay is worth 26 marks. Once again, a command word such as ‘discuss’ will require you to adopt an evaluative approach and arrive at a conclusion. There will be a choice from two titles. Section C is supported by a suite of four resources — such as maps or photographs — which will relate to a range of overlapping ideas selected from both physical and human geography. Your purpose is to use this information along with your own recalled ideas in order to carry out a balanced evaluation of the question and arrive at a judgement.


Eduqas


At A-level, the total examination time of Component 2: Global Systems and Global Governance is 2 hours. You have approximately 40 minutes to answer the questions in section B: Global governance: change and challenges, which comprises two compulsory structured, data response questions and one extended essay question. You then have approximately 35 minutes to answer the question in section C: 21st century challenges, which comprises one compulsory extended essay question (choose from two) with accompanying resource material.


The two structured questions in section B will start with a part (a) resource-based question worth 5 marks: you may be asked to describe a pattern or trend. The resource can also lead to a question requiring basic calculation or some interpretation of the data, which might be in cartographic, graphical, statistical or photographic form (including aerial and satellite images). The following part (b) question will develop from the topic in (a) and will require brief explanation of a relatively small section of the specification; it is worth 5 marks.


The section B essay is worth 20 marks. You will be expected to offer a structured response consisting of continuous prose. A command word or phrase such as ‘discuss’ or ‘to what extent’ will require you to adopt an evaluative approach and arrive at a conclusion. There will be a choice from two titles.


The section C essay is worth 30 marks. Once again, a command word such as ‘discuss’ will require you to adopt an evaluative approach and arrive at a conclusion. There will be a choice from two titles. Section C is supported by a suite of four resources — such as maps or photographs — which will relate to a range of overlapping ideas selected from both physical and human geography. Your purpose is to use this information along with your own recalled ideas in order to carry out a balanced evaluation of the question and arrive at a judgement.



How answers are marked


When your work is marked the examiner will be using assessment objectives (AOs). The AOs for A2 (WJEC) and A-level (Eduqas) are as follows:


AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of places, environments, concepts, processes, interactions and change at a variety of scales.


AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and issues.





•  AO2.1a: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to analyse geographical information and issues



•  AO2.1b: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to interpret geographical information and issues



•  AO2.1c: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to appraise/judge geographical information





AO3: Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills:





•  AO3.1: Investigate geographical questions and issues



•  AO3.2: Interpret, analyse and evaluate data and evidence



•  AO3.3: Construct arguments and draw conclusions





Mark bands


For AOs being tested in each question the marker will make use of marks bands for each AO to guide his/her decision. Here are the qualities that markers will be looking for in each mark band used to assess extended writing and essays.


Band 3





•  Answers to extended writing questions (5 marks) will be clear, factually accurate and displaying good knowledge and understanding supported by developed examples, sketches and diagrams. Descriptions will be clear.



•  Answers to essays (18, 20, 26 or 30 marks) will be well written, well structured and well argued. The command word (e.g. explain or evaluate) has been followed. Knowledge will be detailed, accurate and well supported by examples. Issues will be understood and thought about critically.





Band 2





•  Answers to extended writing questions (5 marks) will often be unbalanced and partial; responses may be unstructured and making points in a random order. Knowledge is present but not always accurate or completely understood.



•  Answers to essays (18, 20, 26 or 30 marks) will demonstrate some understanding but not all points and examples will be conveyed accurately. The style is more descriptive than discursive or evaluative. The range of ideas may be more narrow.





Band 1





•  Answers to extended writing questions (5 marks) show only limited and fragmented factual knowledge. There may be no valid examples.



•  Answers to essays (18, 20, 26 or 30 marks) may consist of unrelated and undeveloped ideas (possibly only in note form). The style may be entirely descriptive (with no evaluation). The range of ideas may be narrow or the content may frequently lack relevance to the question being asked.





Geographical skills


You are expected to develop various skills as a geographer. Skills are both quantitative — using mathematical, computational and statistical procedures to record phenomena and processes — and qualitative — non-numerical techniques, using cartographic and GIS data, visual images, interviewing and oral histories. The specification provides a full list. Some statistical skills have been introduced in this guide and others will appear in the companion guides. The mathematical and statistical tests are not unique to this part of the course.



Specialised concepts


The following terms are essential for a twenty-first century A-level geographer to know and understand. Use them correctly in context whenever you can because the examination questions may expect you to show understanding of their meaning. They are of particular relevance to section C (21st century challenges), which may even incorporate a word such as risk or resilience as part of the essay title. Further exploration of some of these terms is included later on pp. 85–87.


Adaptation: the ability to respond to changing events and to reduce current and future vulnerability to change. States may need to adapt to a refugee crisis, for example.


Causality: the relationship between cause and effect. Everything has a cause or causes. Causes of migration include both push and pull factors; another cause is technology, which facilitates movement.


Equilibrium: a state of balance between inputs and outputs in a system. Steady-state equilibrium means there is balance in the long term but the system fluctuates in the short term. A country with a net migration balance of zero has an equilibrium of sorts.


Feedback: the way that environmental changes become accelerated, or are negated, by the processes operating in a human or physical system.


Globalisation: the process by which the world is becoming increasingly interconnected as a result of increased integration and interdependence of the global economy (see p. 10).


Identity: How people view changing places, landscapes or societies from different perspectives and experiences. The real or imagined characteristics that make somewhere or someone different from others (and which can affect migration).


Inequality: social and economic (income and wealth) inequalities between people and places. These inequalities give rise to movements of people.


Interdependence: relations of mutual dependence that are worldwide — states may become interdependent on account of migration and remittance flows (see p. 31).


Mitigation: the reduction of a phenomenon that is having a negative effect on people, places or the environment.


Place: a unique portion of geographic space. Places can be identified at a variety of scales, from local territories or locations to the national or state level. Places can be compared according to: their cultural or physical diversity; disparities in wealth or resource endowment; and the level of their local and global interactions with, or isolation from, other places.


Power: the ability to influence and affect change or equilibrium at different scales. Power is vested in citizens, governments, institutions and other stakeholders. Powerful countries are termed superpowers or regional powers.


Representation: how a country, place or area is portrayed by formal agencies (government and businesses) and informally by citizens, for example websites. It could affect migration rates towards a place.


Resilience: the ability of an object or a population to adapt to changes that have a negative impact upon them (see also p. 87).


Risk: the possibility of a negative outcome resulting from a physical process or human decision or course of action (see also p. 86).


Scale: places can be identified at a variety of geographic scales, from local territories to the national or state level. Global-scale interactions occur at a planetary level.


Sustainability: development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (see also p. 76).


System: a set of interrelated objects. A system can be either closed — with no import or export of materials or energy across its boundary — or open (where imports occur and are essential for system health).


Threshold: a critical limit or level that must not be crossed in order to prevent a system from undergoing accelerated and potentially irreversible change.





Content Guidance


Processes and patterns of global migration



Globalisation, migration and a shrinking world


Understanding globalisation


The umbrella term globalisation is used to describe a variety of ways in which places and people are increasingly connected with one another as part of a complicated global system. As Figure 1 shows, many widely differing definitions of the term globalisation are in use. Some emphasise that trade and the work of multinational corporations (MNCs) are at the heart of globalisation. Other definitions, as you can see, put greater emphasis on the cultural and political transformations that are also part of the globalisation process (Figure 2).
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Modern globalisation is the continuation of a far older, ongoing economic and political project of global trade and empire building. Economies have been interdependent to some extent since the time of Earth’s first great civilisations, such as ancient Egypt, Syria and Rome. There is nothing new about the global power-play and ambition of strong people, nations and businesses; one way of looking at globalisation is to see it as the latest chapter in a long story of globally connected people and places. In this guide, you will encounter both contemporary and more historical examples of international migration and global-scale trade and communications across oceans.


Modern globalisation does differ from the global economy that preceded it in three important ways. Over time, connections between people and places have:





•  lengthened — products are shipped greater distances than in the past; migrants and tourists travel longer distances from home



•  deepened — more aspects of everyday life have become globally connected: think about the food you eat each day and the many places it is sourced from via container shipping or air freight. It is difficult not to be connected to other people and places through the products we consume



•  speeded up — international migrants can travel quickly between continents using jet aircraft; they can also talk with their families at home in real-time, using technologies such as Skype





Is globalisation still accelerating or in retreat?


The sociologist Malcolm Waters defines globalisation as: ‘A social process in which the constraints of geography on economic, political, social and cultural arrangements recede, in which people become increasingly aware that they are receding, and in which people act accordingly’.





•  Following political events in 2016, it has become more important than ever to reflect critically on this idea of people acting ‘accordingly’.



•  In the UK and USA, many citizens have turned their backs on ‘business as usual’ globalisation.



•  In both the US presidential election and the UK referendum on independence from the EU, migration and trade agreements were key issues affecting how people voted. In both cases, the victorious side campaigned in favour of reintroducing barriers to migration and trade. These are two key components of globalisation.
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Knowledge check 1


How globalised are you? Reflect on your own life and write a short essay examining how globalised you are. Use the framework provided in Figure 2 to structure your writing. Think critically about the extent to which you are a consumer of global commodities and global culture. Would you describe yourself as being a global citizen?
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Global systems, connections and flows


In the study of global interactions, geographers conceptualise the world as consisting of global networks of connected places and people. A network is an illustration or model that shows how different places are linked together by connections or flows, such as trade or tourist movements. Network mapping differs from topographical mapping by not representing real distances or scale but instead focusing on the varied level of interconnectivity for different places, or nodes, positioned on the network map.


Network flows have stimulated the imagination of writers and artists, including Chris Gray who has represented parts of the world in the styles of the iconic London Underground network map (Figure 3).
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Table 1 Different kinds of global flow






	Flows of food, resources and manufactured goods

	


•  In 2015, the value of world trade in food, resources and manufactured commodities exceeded US$25 trillion in value



•  One reason for this heightened activity is the rapid development of emerging economies especially China, India and Indonesia (combined, these countries are home to 3 billion people). Rising industrial demand for materials and increasing global middle class consumer demand for food, gas and petrol are responsible for almost all growth in resource consumption across nearly every category shown









	Flows of money and financial services

	


•  In 2013, the volume of daily foreign exchange transactions reached US$5 trillion worldwide. Every day, huge capital flows are routed through stock markets in world cities such as London and Paris, where investment banks and pension funds buy and sell money in different currencies



•  Free-market liberalisation has played a major role in fostering international trade in financial services. For instance, the deregulation of the City of London in 1986 removed large amounts of ‘red tape’ and paved the way for London to become the world’s leading global centre for financial services



•  Within the European Union, cross-border trade in financial services has expanded in the absence of barriers. Large banks and insurance companies are able to sell services to customers in each of the EU’s member states



•  MNCs channel large flows of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) towards the many different states they invest in









	Flows of migrants and tourists

	


•  A record number of people migrated internationally in 2015, either for reasons of work or survival (sometimes the two are hard to distinguish)



•  The value of the international tourist trade doubled between 2005 and 2015. It is thought to be worth US$1 trillion annually (it is hard to make a precise estimate because of the many indirect benefits tourism creates). The number of international tourist arrivals doubled in the same period and now exceeds 1 billion people. Much of the new growth in touristic activity has been generated by movements within Asia



•  China now generates the highest volume of international tourism expenditure, while Europe receives more tourist arrivals than any other continent









	Flows of technology and ideas

	


•  Global data flows have grown rapidly since the 1990s. Much recent expansion can be attributed to the growth of social media platforms and the arrival of on-demand media services



•  Faster broadband and powerful handheld computers have allowed companies such as Amazon and Netflix to stream films and music on demand directly to consumers










In Gray’s worldview, the divisive international borders that separate states and cities are no longer present. Physical separation poses no obstacle to information flows between places in the internet age. The result is a borderless world of nodes and hubs, all connected by multi-coloured flow lines. These varied flows are analysed in Table 1.
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Exam tip


This part of the course includes a lot of important terminology such as globalisation and networks. Make sure you learn definitions carefully.
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The global financial crisis (GFC) and global flows


The global flows in Table 1 have expanded enormously in size over time. However, growth has in some cases slackened or stalled since the global financial crisis (GFC) of 2007–09. The GFC originated in US and EU money markets, where sales of high-risk financial services and products valued at trillions of dollars eventually triggered the failure or near-collapse of several leading banks and institutions.
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Knowledge check 2


How do different types of global flow (food, migrants, money, ideas) give rise to different kinds of globalising process, such as cultural change, economic development or the spread of democracy?


[image: ]





The resulting shockwaves undermined the entire world economy. The size of global gross domestic product (GDP) fell in 2009 for the first time since the end of the Second World War. Trade flows fell in value, many migrants returned home and fewer international tourist arrivals were recorded than in the previous year. Although global GDP has since begun to grow again, several key data indicators indicate that a cyclical or longer-term downturn in world trade flows has continued to affect developed, emerging and developing economies alike since the GFC.





•  International flows of trade, services and finance grew steadily between 1990 and 2007 before collapsing and stagnating. 2016 was the fifth consecutive year when global trade did not grow; annual cross-border capital flows of US$3 trillion were well below their 2007 peak of US$8.5 trillion.



•  Oil and some natural resource prices have fallen because of the global industrial slowdown. As a result, economic growth in sub-Saharan Africa halved between 2014 and 2016, leading several countries to ask the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for help.



•  A significant slowdown of emerging economies has occurred: Brazil, Russia, South Africa and Nigeria recorded minimal growth or entered recession in 2016.
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Exam tip


If an exam question asks you to write about globalisation, structure your response by addressing different aspects of globalisation in turn (economic, social, cultural etc.)
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In contrast, global internet use and social networking have increased year-on-year, including the period 2007–09. For this reason, it is hard to arrive at an overall judgement about what is happening to global flows. Some flows are increasing while others have paused or are in retreat.


Classifying, quantifying and mapping migration


Globalisation has led to a rise in migration flows both within countries and between them.





•  In 2013, 750 million internal migrants were residing in cities across the world (around one-third were Chinese rural–urban migrants). Global urbanisation passed the threshold of 50% in 2008, meaning that the majority of people now live in urban areas.



•  Additionally, nearly one-quarter of a billion international migrants now live in countries other than the one in which they were born.





Classifying and quantifying international migrants


International economic migrants can be classified as belonging to one of two groups.





1  Economic movers are people who have moved voluntarily for reasons of work and the improved quality of life that higher earnings may bring. The overwhelming majority of movers, both at international and internal scales, are economic migrants.



2  Refugees are people who have been forced to leave their homes and to travel to another country. This group can be further subdivided into people fleeing conflict, political or religious persecution, or natural disasters, including drought and disease. Worldwide, there are now more than 20 million refugees.





It is important to recognise that the two groups overlap sometimes. Perspectives may vary on whether people escaping poverty in a drought-stricken farming region are best classified as refugees or voluntary migrants, for instance. Views could also differ on the point at which prejudice and persecution become so intolerable that people are compelled to leave their country. The distinction between voluntary and forced migration is important because people claiming refugee status must be able to prove their life was threatened in the country they abandoned.


Between 3% and 4% of the world’s population are international migrants.





•  The data used to calculate this percentage are drawn from various sources and in some cases are rough estimates only. Individual states have records of the numbers of foreign nationals who are resident. However, quantification is made difficult by the large volume of illegal migration flow that takes place. In some parts of the world, notably central Africa, large unchecked international flows of people occur in the absence of clear national boundaries and through a lack of policing or surveillance.



•  It is believed that the percentage of the world’s people who are migrants has not changed greatly over time despite the fact that the number of people migrating internationally has risen. This is because the total size of the world’s population has grown too (between 1950 and 2015, world population rose from 4 billion to 7.3 billion).
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Exam tip


In an essay, always seize an opportunity to show that some ideas (such as the distinction between forced and voluntary migrants) are not always clear-cut in the real world: demonstrating that you are aware of the imperfections in geographic theory provides evidence that you can think critically.
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Mapping the global pattern of migration


Important changes have taken place in the pattern of international migration in recent years.





•  In the 1970s and 1980s, international migration was still directed mainly towards developed world destinations such as New York and Paris. The result was a core–periphery system: the developed economic core benefited from a brain drain of skilled workers from ‘the global south’ (including Indian doctors moving to join the UK’s NHS). Since then, world cities in developing world countries such as Mumbai (India), Lagos (Nigeria), Dubai (UAE) and Riyadh (Saudi Arabia) have also begun to function as major global magnets for immigration.



•  Much international migration remains relatively regionalised. In general, the largest labour flows connect neighbouring countries such as the USA and Mexico, or Poland and Germany.





Figure 4 shows how individual nations vary enormously in terms of the number or proportion of their population that is comprised of migrants. Partly this is explained by real or perceived economic opportunities these states offer potential migrants. Another important factor is differences in the level of each state’s political engagement with the global economy. In order for a country to become deeply integrated into global systems, its government may need to adopt liberal immigration rules. Many of the UK’s leading law firms have regional offices spanning the globe, from Singapore to New York. In order to maintain their global networks, these companies depend on foreign states granting UK lawyers permission to relocate permanently to their overseas offices.
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Figure 5 is a representation of the global pattern of international migration between 2005 and 2010. Important features that are clearly visible include:





•  large volumes of inter-regional migration (most international migration originating in sub-Saharan Africa is directed towards other sub-Saharan nations)



•  significant intra-regional flows linking North America with other regions including south Asia and central America





The single most important factor explaining the pattern shown is the uneven distribution of economic opportunity within global systems. As well as being triggered by economic inequality, migration also reproduces and perpetuates it sometimes. This is because the brain drain of talent away from source countries represents an economic loss that may only be partially offset by the receipt of remittances (money sent home).
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Self-study task 1


Apply your geographical knowledge and skills to the unusual representation of global migration flows shown in Figure 5. Make an estimate of the number of people (in millions) who migrated to North America from each Asian region between 2005 and 2010. As an extension task, discuss how Figure 5 is a representation of interdependency (p. 31)
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