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				INTRODUCTION

				Kings, queens and monarchs of many other varieties are still present in a whole host of countries around the world, thousands of years after the first rulers took charge, and despite the fact that many of them hold no power. However, the vast majority of the world has no monarchy and so is always interested to see what those unelected representatives and leaders get up to elsewhere. 

				A few countries managed to get rid of their royal families hundreds of years ago, some got shot of them temporarily before then letting them back in again, and others “freed” themselves while allowing a figurehead to stay – but with no sovereign power. 

				Kings and queens have been of interest to pretty much all of us for as long as we can remember, and it’s not really a surprise why. Holding on to power has 
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				all too often come at a great cost, with revolutions and wars in some places, and stresses and strains in most. But some countries have made it to the twenty-first century with a figurehead they are still proud of, one who is loved by the people and who commands respect, does great work and is famous the world over. We hear about a few of them in this book, as well as kings, queens, princes, princesses, emperors and empresses from throughout history.

				Some rulers were born to power, some were bred and some seized it by force. The Little Guide to Kings and Queens is right royally filled up with fascinating quotes, sayings and mottoes, as well as intriguing facts, witty and wise quips and a few diverting lists. 

				It adds up to a regal reserve of recreation for your mind: enjoy thyself, subject!
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				The First Monarchs

				S

				The earliest recorded monarchs ruled in Sumer and Egypt, around 3000 BCE. This chapter touches upon some of the first kings and queens to wield power.

				8
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				‘‘Conquering the world on horseback is easy; it is dismounting and governing that is hard.”

				Genghis Khan

				Circa 1155 –1227 CE

				8
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