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Introduction






Theology, Philosophy and Religion for Common Entrance 13+ Exam Practice Questions and Answers is a book of sample questions and answers in the Common Entrance style. It covers the Common Entrance Theology, Philosophy and Religion (TPR) examination. The order of the questions corresponds to the layout of the examination paper, with theology first, philosophy next, and then six religions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism.


Each question is divided into three parts:





•  Part a asks for a summary of a Bible story (theology), or the life and teaching of a key philosophical thinker or an ethical issue (philosophy), or a description/factual account of a religious teaching, practice or idea (religion).



•  Part b asks for an interpretation of the Bible story, or philosophical/ethical teaching, or religious teaching, practice or idea.



•  Part c asks for an evaluation of the Bible story, or philosophical/ethical issue, or religious teaching, practice or idea. You are often asked to consider the contemporary relevance of the subject under discussion.







Answers


Answers to all the questions in this book are contained in the Answers section.


The answers are not intended to be definitive as there are, of course, many ways in which a question might be answered to gain high marks:





•  Part a questions are straightforward so, although the wording may vary slightly, answers should contain approximately the same information as those in this book.



•  Part b questions are more complex so answers may vary more significantly. Different points may be chosen and they may be explained in a different way. If an answer is very different from the one in this book, look back at the Theology, Philosophy and Religion for Common Entrance 13+ Revision Guide or another reliable textbook to determine whether a mistake has been made.



•  Part c questions can be approached in many ways and often there are no right or wrong answers. You may find that you don’t agree with the arguments in some of the answers in this book. That is to be expected as we all hold different views. These answers are designed to show how different points of view can be argued. Some take a traditional approach and others have a more liberal interpretation. What matters is that clear reasons are given for the answer.










Your exam


You have 60 minutes to complete the examination. You must:





•  Answer two questions from two sections of the paper.



•  Allow no more than 30 minutes for each question. You might like to practise spending approximately five minutes answering part a questions, seven to eight minutes answering part b questions and 15 to 18 minutes answering part c questions.





There are two questions in each section, grouped into two topics that correspond to the topics in the syllabus:





•  Section 1 Theology: Topic 1 God’s relationship with the world; Topic 2 Human responses to God



•  Section 2 Philosophy: Topic 1 Great thinkers and their ideas; Topic 2 Ethics



•  Section 3 Religions: Topic 1 Beliefs and teachings; Topic 2 Practices and ceremonies.





There are two questions on each topic. This means that you can decide to revise both topics in each section you have studied, or to revise just one topic. If you revise both topics in each of the sections you have studied, you will have a greater choice of questions in the exam. If you decide to concentrate on one topic per section you have studied, you will have a smaller range of questions to choose from but you will have more time to learn the subjects.















Thinking about the questions: what is expected of you?






The following pages set out what is expected of you when you answer the three different types of questions on your exam paper. You will see the official level descriptors, which is what the senior schools use to mark your paper. You will also see advice on what this means in practice, so that you can develop an understanding of how to achieve each level and what you can do to improve your answers. Although the levels for the AO1, AO2 and AO3 questions are broadly similar in the standards they describe, there are subtle differences between them. It is therefore important to be able to distinguish between the question types because the way you answer them will be different.


Each level refers to how you use English – including spelling, punctuation and grammar – but the sample answers cannot properly reflect this because they focus on content. However, you should make sure you constantly develop the way you use English and your range of vocabulary as you work through the two Common Entrance years. Put into practice in Theology, Philosophy and Religion what you learn in English lessons. Don’t forget, teachers know all the tricks (they probably used them themselves when they were at school), so you can’t fool them by writing long, wordy answers that say nothing or repeat the same things in different ways.


Another thing to bear in mind is your choice of question. If you are well prepared, most of the questions will be easy, but this may not be the case for every question. However well you may have revised a topic, the wording of the question can throw you. It is worth spending time carefully choosing which questions to answer and perhaps even jotting down some initial ideas, facts or examples on a piece of paper. Then, when you come to answer each question, you will have already done some of the thinking. It can also help if you run out of time and cannot finish the paper, because you can hand in your rough notes and you may be awarded marks for them. This will be at the discretion of the marker.


Remember, the sample answers are only examples of how a particular question can be answered and there may well be other reasons why you are awarded a particular level. This is especially true of AO3 answers. It is therefore very important that you read what your teachers write about your work and put into practice what they say.




AO1: knowledge: (a) questions


These questions test what you know, the facts of the subject. They ask you to write the story or a straight description of something, not give your opinion about it.


















	Level


	Mark


	Level descriptor







	1


	1


	
Gives a very poor answer: an isolated example of a simple piece of relevant information; poor use of English.
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	2


	2


	
Gives a basic answer: limited knowledge of a relevant idea presented in a structured way.
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	3


	3


	
Gives a broadly satisfactory answer: a description presented in a structured way but lacking precision and some knowledge; moderate use of English.
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	4


	4


	
Gives a satisfactory answer: a description showing more precise knowledge and understanding.
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	5


	5


	
Gives a good answer: a precise description summarising significant details; a high level of knowledge and understanding.
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	6


	6


	
Gives a very good answer: a coherent and precise description; an incisive summary of the significant details; very good command of English.
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AO2: understanding: (b) questions


These questions test your understanding of the ideas and meaning of the material you presented in the corresponding (a) question, and of any issues that might arise from it. In your answer, you will need to refer to the facts as evidence but the emphasis is on how well you have grasped what it is all about.


















	Level


	Mark


	Level descriptor







	1


	1


	
Gives a very poor answer: an isolated example of a simple piece of relevant information; poor use of English.
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	2


	2


	
Gives a basic answer: a limited understanding of a relevant idea.




[image: ]










	3


	3


	
Gives a broadly satisfactory answer: an explanation presented in a structured way but lacking detail and some knowledge; moderate use of English.




[image: ]











	4


	4


	
Gives a satisfactory answer: an explanation of more than one idea presented with some detail and understanding.
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	5


	5


	
Gives a good answer: a detailed explanation of several ideas with a good level of knowledge and understanding.
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	6


	6


	
Gives a very good answer: a coherent and comprehensive explanation of several ideas (with sound reference to background, history, other relevant passages, etc.); very good command of English.
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AO3: evaluation: (c) questions


These questions test how well you can apply the issues raised in the topic to a given situation or point of view. They always give you a statement to discuss. There isn’t a right or wrong answer but you need to have an opinion on it and explain clearly why you hold that view. Notice the instructions which come after the statement: they ask you to show that you have considered more than one point of view, so remember always to do so. Notice too that there are eight levels, not six.


















	Level


	Mark


	Level descriptor







	1


	1


	
Gives a very weak answer: almost no content; no reasoning; almost no reference to the question; makes very little sense.
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	2


	2


	
Gives a poor answer: no essay structure; a very brief answer; a statement with little reasoning; very little reference to the question; poor or irrelevant examples; makes little sense.
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	3


	3


	
Gives a basic answer: a viewpoint is expressed with minimum justification; an example given; limited relevance.
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	4


	4


	
Gives a broadly satisfactory answer: some structure or organisation of ideas; lack of clear reasoning; some relevant points; unbalanced; limited examples.
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	5


	5


	
Gives a satisfactory answer: reasonably clear structure and balanced answer; some examples and sound explanation; reasonable expression; one or two relevant points made; another point of view considered, supported by reasons.
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	6


	6


	
Gives a good answer: good, clear structure and balanced answer; well-chosen examples with a sound grasp of their meaning; sound assessment of ideas; another point of view considered, supported by good reasons.
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	7


	7


	
Gives a very good answer: very good structure; ideas developed in a balanced way; well-chosen and relevant examples; another point of view considered, supported by clear reasons.
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	8


	8


	
Gives an excellent answer: excellent structure and balanced answer; very good use of language; focuses on the question; well-chosen examples to illustrate the points being made; another point of view considered, supported by very clear reasoning.
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Thinking about the questions: sample answers explained






Over the next few pages we shall be looking at sample answers to a question from Section 3 of the sample paper, so that you can see what an answer at each level looks like. While the answers to each question vary enormously, the reasons for awarding the levels remain the same. You should note that although poor answers will nearly always contain spelling errors, there are no spellings mistakes in the sample answers.




Christian practices and ceremonies





1  Festivals and celebrations








(a)  Describe one Christian festival you have studied.


(6)



(b)  Explain the significance of this festival for Christians.


(6)



(c)  ‘Religious festivals should always be fun.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)








(a)  Describe one Christian festival you have studied.


(6)





Level 1 answer






At Christmas everyone gets presents. I like wrapping them up and putting them under the tree.
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Level 2 answer






At christmas my family does many things we also do things before christmas like advent calendars people sing carols about the three wise men and give presents and turkey.
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Level 3 answer






They celebrate the birth of Jesus during Christmas. They believe that Jesus was the Messiah. It is a joyful occasion and people decorate their houses. They have advent calendars which have one window for each day of Christmas and you get a chocolate. You have a crib scene in church because Jesus was God’s son and he was born in a stable with a star over it.
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Level 4 answer






One Christian festival is Christmas. It happens on 25 December when Jesus was born in a stable in Bethlehem. You get Christmas presents and go to nativity plays and decorate your house. Santa Claus, or Father Christmas as some people call him, delivers presents to children during the night. A nativity play is essentially a re-enactment of the birth of Jesus. Children play the parts of shepherds and angels and the three kings who give presents of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Jesus was given birth to by Mary and Joseph in a crib in a barn.
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Level 5 answer






At Christmas you sing carols about Jesus being born in Bethlehem and how the angels and shepherds visited him. Christmas is when you give and receive presents and eat delicious food. You decorate your house and put up a tree covered in lights and tinsel. Some people see family members that live far away. On Christmas Eve, you leave mince pies out for Father Christmas.
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Level 6 answer






Christmas is when Christians celebrate the birth and incarnation of Jesus Christ. The Salvation Army band plays Christmas music in the street to raise money for the homeless. Many people give to charities and families exchange gifts. Christians go to midnight mass in church and there are candles instead of normal lights. They listen to stories about Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and take Holy Communion. They hang Christmas decorations and most people have a Christmas tree. There are parties and feasts where special food is eaten.
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(b)  Explain the significance of this festival for Christians.


(6)





Level 1 answer






Christmas is significant because Jesus the saviour of the world was born. Christians believe this is very important.
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Level 2 answer






Christmas is a very important festival for Christians because they remember the birth of Jesus in a manger in Bethlehem. It is very important that Christians celebrate Christmas because of their faith.
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Level 3 answer






Christmas is very significant because Christmas is celebrating Jesus’s birth, this is important because in Christianity Jesus is the Son of God, and he died for sinful people and was resurrected. He died on a cross and the cross is placed on the altar at the front of the church, without Jesus birth none of this would have happened so it is very significant. So Christmas symbolises Jesus and the New Testament.
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Level 4 answer






Christmas is significant for Christians because Jesus was the Son of God. God sent him to Earth as a baby so that he would know what it was like to be a human and could save everyone from their sins. Without Christmas there would be no Christianity so it is very important. We have candles because Jesus was the light of the world.
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Level 5 answer






Jesus was sent by God into the world to save people. Everything we do at Christmas is a reminder of that key fact. We light candles to show he was the light that shines in the darkness of sin. We take Holy Communion to remember his death for us. We worship God in church because He gave us His son so that we could go to heaven.
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Level 6 answer






Christmas is significant to Christians because it is the festival at which they celebrate the birth and incarnation of Christ. This is the belief that God became a human called Jesus, who is God the Son in the Trinity. People give presents to remember how the wise men gave presents to Jesus. Gifts are also a reminder of how God gave the gift of His son to die to save people. Candles are lit to show the significance of God’s light coming into the world.
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(c)  ‘Religious festivals should always be fun.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)





Level 1 answer






I believe that all religious festivals should be fun. If you did a bad sin you wouldn’t celebrate it, you would dwell on it normally. But on Christmas there is the festival of Christmas. You celebrate it because Jesus was born on this day.
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Level 2 answer






No, because first of all if they were not fun young people would think that Christianity was boring. This would lead to a lot less Christians in our society.


Also fun festivals encourage people to believe in a faith. It creates a holy side and a fun side. Festivals can still be fun with religion involved.


Finally all people should have fun from time to time and fun festivals are a way to encourage people to have fun.
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Level 3 answer






I agree with the statement as it makes these important festivals more enjoyable for many people, this makes it more appealing so many people will take part in it.


However, you could say that making it fun would defeat the purpose of it: for Easter is supposed to be a sad occasion.


I think that making religious festivals fun can encourage young people to take part in religious festivals which means that it can convert people from an early age.
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Level 4 answer






I agree that religious festivals always should be fun. I think this for two reasons. Firstly, if they were not fun they would not appeal to the whole of the Christian faith. Secondly if they are fun it makes people think more positively about the Christian faith, and gives a good message. I will now explain my reasons in more detail.


My reasons suggest that more Christians would involve themselves in festivals if they are fun. Holi, a Hindu festival, involves throwing coloured paint around. This is fun. Hindu people who would not normally consider themselves to be religious may get involved just for the fun of it. This involves more people come to faith. If Christianity did this it could become a bigger religion.


I know that many Christians want to convert more people to be Christians, but hardly any people would join a religion that had no fun. Most people would rather go to a theme park than spend long hours praying in church.


In conclusion, I think Christian festivals should always be fun so that more people would convert to Christianity.
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Level 5 answer






‘Religious festivals should always be fun’. To disagree or agree with the statement you have to first justify what you think these festivals are really for. They are not just for your enjoyment but they are mainly so that you can pray and worship those who have sacrificed themselves for us. So you think that Easter is all about Easter bunnies and Easter egg hunts but it’s not. It’s about the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.


However, Christmas is fun and we have parties and nice food because we are remembering the birth of Jesus which is a happy event. When we enjoy doing something we are more likely to remember what it’s for.


I agree that fun should be had and that it is not just boring 24/7 worshipping but sometimes we need to stop and think why are we celebrating this, and that is serious. People should learn that with nice things come things that may not be exciting and loads of fun but are still important.
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Level 6 answer






Some people say that religious festivals should not be fun because if they are fun people will lose the meaning of them. At Christmas people now give presents which distract children from the festival celebrating the birth of Jesus. At Easter chocolate Easter egg hunts distract children and adults even more by the thought of chocolate. As these distract people we forget about the meaning of the festivals.


Other people say that religious festivals should be fun because if they are fun young people will be attracted to the religion. At Christmas we give presents to show that Christmas is about giving not taking. The Easter story is about how Jesus rose from the dead and tells people about eternal life, which is an important thing.


In my opinion, it is best to make religious festivals fun. I think this because if it is fun people will enjoy preaching God and make it easy for everyone to understand. But I think it shouldn’t be too fun as it could distract people from the real reason of the religious festival.
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Level 7 answer






On the one hand, religious festivals should always be fun. If it is not fun then eventually people will stop celebrating it because it is not enjoyable. Also, in my opinion a fun event is easier to remember than a boring one. For example, by giving presents to each other, we can remember that Jesus coming into the world is like a present from God to help us. At Easter we give eggs to symbolise new life because of the resurrection.


On the other hand, some people would say that not all festivals should be fun because some festivals remember sad events. For example, if we made Holy Week fun, especially Good Friday, we might forget how awful it was for Jesus on the cross. We would not wait for Easter with holiness in our minds but be just wanting to have fun. So, in some ways, religious festivals should not be fun.


In conclusion, I think that religious festivals should be fun but not to the point where no one can remember that they are religious events.
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Level 8 answer






Some people believe that festivals should not be fun because religious belief is a serious thing and should not be taken lightly. At Christmas for example, Christians should be thinking about their duty to the poor and needy, giving money to charities, and remembering that the reason Jesus came into the world was because of their sin. So they should not be concentrating on having fun. Also, some festivals like Ash Wednesday or Good Friday are not supposed to be fun.


On the other hand, many Christians think that the whole point of a religious festival is to celebrate what God has done in the world. For example, at Christmas, everything they do, from buying presents for each other to decorating their homes, is done out of happiness at the gift of Jesus and the hope he brings. People enjoy Easter eggs and remember the new life that God offers because of the Resurrection.


On balance, although festivals certainly do mark serious religious events, they are meant to be enjoyed and celebrated. Therefore, I agree with the statement.
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Questions


1 Theology







Topic 1: God’s relationship with the world




1  Creation








(a)  Outline what God created on the first four days of creation in Genesis 1.


(6)



(b)  Explain the significance of the instructions God gave humans in Genesis 1.


(6)



(c)  ‘Science has disproved Genesis 1.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







2  God’s call to worship and plans of salvation








(a)  Describe an occasion when God called an individual to follow Him.


(6)



(b)  Explain how God used this person to put His plan of salvation into action.


(6)



(c)  ‘Religious people should always help the oppressed.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







3  Crossing the sea








(a)  Outline how the Israelites crossed the sea and escaped from the Egyptians.


(6)



(b)  Explain what the story teaches about God.


(6)



(c)  ‘The crossing of the sea was just good timing; it was not a miracle.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







4  Elijah








(a)  Describe how Elijah raised the widow of Zarephath’s son from death.


(6)



(b)  Explain how God’s nature is revealed through Elijah’s actions as a prophet.


(6)



(c)  ‘Having faith means never doubting.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







5  Transfiguration








(a)  Outline what happened when Jesus was transfigured.


(6)



(b)  Explain why Moses and Elijah appeared with Jesus.


(6)



(c)  ‘The Transfiguration is more important than the Resurrection.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)








6  Miracles: the Paralysed Man









(a)  Describe what happened after Jesus said the paralysed man’s sins were forgiven.


(6)



(b)  Explain what the story teaches about forgiveness.


(6)



(c)  ‘God does not act in the world today.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







7  The Crucifixion








(a)  Outline what happened at Jesus’ crucifixion.


(6)



(b)  Explain Jesus’ words from the cross.


(6)



(c)  ‘The Crucifixion does not reveal God as a God of love.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







8  The Resurrection








(a)  Describe what happened when the resurrected Jesus appeared to Thomas.


(6)



(b)  Explain how the Resurrection fulfilled God’s plan of salvation.


(6)



(c)  ‘Science shows that miracles like the Resurrection are entirely possible.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)










Topic 2: Human responses to God




1  The Creation and Fall








(a)  Describe what happened in the story of the Fall when the man and the woman disobeyed God.


(6)



(b)  Explain what the story teaches about human nature.


(6)



(c)  ‘Human beings only ever respond selfishly to creation.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







2  Cain and Abel








(a)  Describe what happened after Cain brought his offering.


(6)



(b)  Explain what the story of Cain and Abel teaches about sin and anger.


(6)



(c)  ‘Motives are more important than actions.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







3  Abraham








(a)  Outline the story of the near sacrifice of Isaac.


(6)



(b)  Explain what the story teaches about the consequences of faith.


(6)



(c)  ‘Giving things up for God is optional for Christians today.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)








4  David and Bathsheba









(a)  Outline the steps David took to cover up his adultery.


(6)



(b)  Explain how Uriah’s character differed from David’s.


(6)



(c)  ‘Like David, people today have lost their sense of right and wrong.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







5  The call of the disciples








(a)  Describe the conversation between Simon Peter and Jesus after the catch of fish.


(6)



(b)  Explain the meaning of Jesus’ final words to Peter on this occasion.


(6)



(c)  ‘The disciples were wrong to leave their families and follow Jesus.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







6  The Good Samaritan








(a)  Outline the parable of the Good Samaritan.


(6)



(b)  Explain how the parable answered the question, ‘Who is my neighbour?’.


(6)



(c)  ‘There are no really Good Samaritans today.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







7  The Centurion








(a)  Describe the occasion when a centurion asked Jesus to heal his servant.


(6)



(b)  Explain why Jesus was surprised by the centurion’s faith.


(6)



(c)  ‘Technology is so far advanced today that people no longer have faith in God.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







8  The Rich Young Man








(a)  Describe what Jesus told his disciples about wealth and the Kingdom of God.


(6)



(b)  Explain what this story teaches about discipleship.


(6)



(c)  ‘Jesus’ teaching on wealth was unrealistic.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)


















2 Philosophy







Topic 1: Great thinkers and their ideas




1  Plato’s life and thought








(a)  Describe the political situation in Athens during Plato’s upbringing.


(6)



(b)  Explain why Plato greatly admired Socrates.


(6)



(c)  ‘The aim of philosophy is not to win arguments.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







2  Plato’s life and thought








(a)  Describe the journey of the freed prisoner.


(6)



(b)  Explain the meaning of the shadows in the chamber of the cave.


(6)



(c)  ‘If I can see something and touch it, then it must be real.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







3  David Hume’s life and thought








(a)  Outline Hume’s career after leaving university.


(6)



(b)  Explain the influence of the ‘new scene of thought’ on Hume.


(6)



(c)  ‘Hume did not have a successful life as a philosopher.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







4  David Hume’s life and thought








(a)  Outline the reasons why some people think creation is designed.


(6)



(b)  Explain two objections to the design argument for God’s existence.


(6)



(c)  ‘Belief in God depends on faith not reason.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







5  John Stuart Mill’s life and thought








(a)  Describe Mill’s early life up to his breakdown.


(6)



(b)  Explain Mill’s philosophical reasons for wanting to reform society.


(6)



(c)  ‘The freer people are, the happier society is.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







6  John Stuart Mill’s life and thought








(a)  Outline the aims of utilitarianism.


(6)



(b)  Explain why utilitarians disagree as to whether there are higher and lower pleasures.


(6)



(c)  ‘Torture can never be justified.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)








7  Martin Luther King’s life and thought









(a)  Outline the reasons why King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.


(6)



(b)  Explain the significance of the march on Washington in 1963.


(6)



(c)  ‘Violence is necessary in order to overcome oppression.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







8  Martin Luther King’s life and thought








(a)  Describe King’s idea of the ‘beloved community’.


(6)



(b)  Explain King’s teaching on justice.


(6)



(c)  ‘No one should be expected to obey an unfair law.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)










Topic 2: Ethics




1  Life after death








(a)  Describe what happens at resurrection according to one religion you have studied.


(6)



(b)  Explain why some people believe nihilism leads to a positive view of life.


(6)



(c)  ‘All human life is equally valuable.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







2  Ethics of war and pacifism








(a)  Outline three reasons why wars are fought.


(6)



(b)  Explain the aims of the just war principle.


(6)



(c)  ‘All pacifists believe war is always wrong.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







3  Punishment








(a)  Outline the purpose of punishment as deterrence.


(6)



(b)  Explain the differences between punishment and revenge.


(6)



(c)  ‘If someone breaks a rule at school, they must always be punished.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







4  Punishment








(a)  Outline three reasons why some people think prisons should be reformed.


(6)



(b)  Explain two ethical reasons for capital punishment.


(6)



(c)  ‘For horrendous crimes, capital punishment is fairer than imprisonment.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)








5  Prejudice, discrimination and freedom









(a)  Describe some of the causes of prejudice in society.


(6)



(b)  Explain what is meant by freedom of action.


(6)



(c)  ‘People should be free to believe whatever they wish.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







6  Prejudice, discrimination and freedom








(a)  Outline in what way disabled people and immigrants are often marginalised by society.


(6)



(b)  Explain what is meant by ‘positive action’ to help the marginalised.


(6)



(c)  ‘Discriminating in favour of the marginalised is unfair.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







7  The environment








(a)  Describe three different practical ways of looking after the material world.


(6)



(b)  Explain the reasons why some people argue that animals do not have rights.


(6)



(c)  ‘If it is wrong to eat our animal pets, it is wrong to eat any animal.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







8  The environment








(a)  Outline three reasons why some people believe there is an environmental crisis.


(6)



(b)  Explain the ethical differences between deep and shallow ecology.


(6)



(c)  ‘We have a duty to treat every aspect of the environment with respect.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)


















3 Religion


A: Buddhism







Topic 1: Buddhist beliefs and teachings




1  The Buddha








(a)  Outline Siddhartha’s early life until he left the palace.


(6)



(b)  Explain the significance of Siddhartha’s ploughing festival experience.


(6)



(c)  ‘Siddhartha’s early life is not true, it is just story.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







2  The Buddha








(a)  Describe the four sights.


(6)



(b)  Explain the role played by Mara in Siddhartha’s enlightenment.


(6)



(c)  ‘Without Sujata, Siddhartha would never have achieved enlightenment.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







3  Dharma: three marks of existence








(a)  Outline the Buddhist teaching on anatta.


(6)



(b)  Explain the significance of anicca (impermanence) in Buddhist teaching.


(6)



(c)  ‘A person cannot be a Buddhist and also believe in God.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







4  Dharma: three marks of existence








(a)  Describe the Buddhist teaching on dukkha.


(6)



(b)  Explain why Buddhism rejects the belief in a soul.


(6)



(c)  ‘We need to experience suffering to be fully human.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)







5  Dharma: Four Noble Truths








(a)  Describe the ‘three poisons’.


(6)



(b)  Explain how applying the Four Noble Truths is like going to the doctor.


(6)



(c)  ‘Ignorance is the root to all evil.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.


(8)








6  Dharma: Four Noble Truths









(a)  Outline the Noble Eightfold Path.


(6)



(b)  Explain the purpose of the middle way (magga).


(6)



(c)  ‘It is sometimes right to lie.’ Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have considered more than one point of view.
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Structure is an important part of essay writing. Aim
for three paragraphs: reasons why someone might
agree with the statement, reasons why others might
disagree, and finally what you think yourself. Think of
at least one example to back up each of your reasons.
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This is much better. You know what you are talking
about and have written it down in a structured,
sensible way. You are on your way, but try to avoid
getting stuck at this level. Keep aiming higher. Check to
make sure you have addressed the question properly.
Have you included all the relevant information?
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This i right in the midde. It is neither good nor
bad.You are on the right lines, because your answer
addresses the question and you clearly know some
relevant facts, but your answer is rather vague. To
improve, you need to be precise: think it, say it!

You also need to work on your grammar and use of
English and add in some more relevant information.
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You've nailed it! Well done. You have included all the
relevant facts to the required detail. You have a good
understanding of the subject matter and you write
fluently. Your answer is the right length; it is neither
00 wordy nor oo concise.And you have summarised
the information accurately.
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This is good work. You now need to add that extra \
something to your answer.Try using awider vocabulary
and using more mature sentence constructions. Keep
your answer focused on the question. Think about the
order inwhich you present your ideas: i there a more
logical way to say what you want to say? Does each
sentence build on the one before?
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You are almost there. The way you phrase your
sentences is good. You have cut out the waffle and you
know what you are talking about.All the important
details are there. So, what more can you do? Note the
feedback your teacher has given you and put it into
practice. Check that your answers are succinct, that they
are not too long and wordy. Check for smallinaccuracies.
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This is much better. You have shown that you are
comfortable with the ideas you are discussing and
have written them down in a structured way. Check to
make sure you have addressed the question properly.
Have you explained the issues as deeply as you can?
Have you backed them up with examples?
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This s better.You have a ittle knowledge and you have
been able to explain it in a vague way. Avoid writing
more sentences saying the same thing in different
words; you need to think about why something is as

it is. What i its purpose? Why did someone write it

or think it? Why is it important? Use evidence from

the Bible when answering Theology questions, from
philosophical thinkers and/or ethical arguments when
answering Philosophy questions, and from religious
beliefs and practice when answering Religions questions.
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If you get this level it means that you either have
not read the question properly or that you don't
know what you are talking about. Make sure you
understand the question and, on a scrap of paper, jot
down one reason agreeing with the statement and
one disagreeing with it. Then build on that.
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Your answer has not got off the ground. Do not just

repeat what you wrote in (a).You might have said one

thing that gains you a mark but you leave it stranded.
Develop the idea n a sentence, and then write another

idea and develop it too. To improve your answer, you must
get to grips with the ideas and meaning of the subject
matter and work on your grammar and use of English. j
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This is exactly what the examiner is looking for: a
clear answer showing a very good understanding of
the issues raised by the topic, written succinctly and
with relevant examples. Do not become complacent
however. Always double check your work carefully and
ask what you can do to make it even better.
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Always make sure you identify the key words or
phrases in the question; for example, ‘more important
than’, never', always" This will focus your essay along
the right lines and help you think of more relevant
examples to justify your argument.
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Kate's answer comes right in the middle of the levels.
It contains some accurate and relevant information,
which Kate presents in a structured way; for example,
she mentions that it is a festival of joy and she
mentions the crib scene in the church. However, her
use of English needs some work and she talks of ‘they’
without saying who she means. She also uses some
AO2 material which is not relevant, such as explaining
that Jesus s the Messiah and God's son.
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You are right in the middle band and you know
broadly what you are trying to do. It is worth jotting
down arguments for and against the statement and
putting them in order of importance. Start with the
most important argument for the statement, state

it clearly in a good sentence and then back it up
with a relevant example. Then move on to the next
most important point, before doing the same for the
arguments on the other side. Try to have a balance of
arguments for and arguments against.
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You are on your way! You are writing in paragraphs
and beginning to express yourself quite well. Use a
wider vocabulary and try different ways of expressing
yourselt. It is sometimes difficult to think of reasons
Why people might hold a view completely opposite

to yours or a view that you consider to be blindingly
obvious. This is the art of debate, so imagine what you
might argue if you were leader of the opposition.
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At this point, the reason you won't be scoring higher
marks will be to do with how much you are writing

and the depth of what you are writing. Always ask
Yourself if there is anything else you could add, be it
another example or another argument. Choose your
words carefully and write succinctly. Take on board

what your teacher feeds back to you about your work. /
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To conquer the last level you must be as up to date

in your reading as you can be. Use the best examples
to support your arguments, discarding those that do
not quite hit the spot. Know what issues are being
discussed in the media and use current examples

to support your arguments. Experiment with new
Vocabulary and vary how you express your ideas. Make
sure you are 100% focused on the question. Always
check your speling, punctuation and grammar.
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Well done! When you get a level 8, use it as a bench
mark for other essays so that you can maintain
your high standard. Ask yourself what it was about
this essay that made it so good. But don't become
complacent!
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Jamie's answer lacks structure and contains very
little relevant information. What he says is presented
randomly. His answer is one long sentence where

it needs to be three. Can you spot where the
punctuation is missing? He should also use a capital C
in Christmas because it is a proper noun. The reference
toAdvent is irrelevant but the singing of carols and
giving of presents is just enough to gain a level 2.
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Tariq's answer is a bit too long and he
repeats information about nativity plays.
The trouble with writing too much is
that he is likely to run out of time. He
should be succinct and keep his answer
to between 50 and 80 words. However,
there is some detailed and relevant
information about Christmas, such as
nativity plays, presents and decorations.
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You clearly know something and you have written a
proper sentence. But your answer is basic’ because it
only gives a small piece of information. You need to
include more information to get higher than a level 2.
The number of words you wite is irrelevant. It s the
number of facts that is important.
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Saqibs answer is excellent. It contains
relevant and well-expressed information.
He has structured it well and written in
very good English. Notice the way he has
described specifically religious activities
aswell as traditions at home.
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Marie has packed quite a lot of detail into
her answer. It s well structured although
she could have put the two sentences
together about the specifically religious
elements of Christmas. She should not
have used 'you';instead she should have
written specifically who she meant, in
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Ben should not have begun his essay with
no’; always start with a full sentence. His
answer s structured, which is good, but
he has only said why he thinks festivals
should always be fun. Note the wording
of part ¢ questions: ‘Show that you have
considered more than one point of view.”
Ben has not given any reasons why some
people might think festivals should not
always be about having fun. To improve
his answer, he needs to argue both sides
of the argument, giving relevant examples
for each point he makes and developing
his ideas into a fuller answer.
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Daisy has structured her answer and
considered another point of view. This

is good, but the paragraphs need to

be longer than one sentence. In each
paragraph, she should develop her
arguments and give relevant examples

to support them. She used Easter as an
example of a sad occasion when in fact it
is a joyous time. She meant Good Friday,
which comes just before Easter and is
part of Holy Week. It is important to get
the names of festivals correct.
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If you only say one random thing to do with the
question, or if your grammar is very poor, you will
only get level 1; even if you write half a page!
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There are several reasons why Freya's
answer only scored a level 1. Firstly, it is
too short; part ¢ answers should be three
paragraphs long and average about 160
words Secondly, her first example is not
relevant because sin is not a festival.
Thirdly, she has not considered another
point of view. She made one relevant.

point but it needs developing,
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This is an excellent answer. Noah has
shown deep insight into the issue and
written coherently about it from both
points of view. His examples are varied
and right on target and his paragraphs
are carefully worded, focusing on the
question all the time. His use of English
is very mature and his answer is well
structured and balanced.
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Sahana has made three good points and
shown some understanding in the way
she has developed her ideas. There is still
room for her to expand her thoughts,
especially with her last sentence.
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Peter has shown some deep insight
into the significance of Christmas. He

has made several points and developed
them, linking them through the answer.
This is mature work, which shows Peter's
knowledge and understanding. To improve
his answer, he should make it more
objective by avoiding the use of 'we'.
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Ella has said two things but she has not
developed cither point. She needs to
explain why Christmas is so important to
the Christian faith and why Jesus' birth is
remembered every year.

-
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Luke's answer shows a reasonable
understanding of the importance of
Christmas. His statement about the cross
on the altar needs expanding and does

not add to the answer by itself, He has
confused Christras and Easter (in reference
to the resurrection). His last sentence

is too general and does not really mean
anything, He needs another idea, which

e can develop, to nudge his work into the
higher levels. He also needs towork on his
punctuation; commas are not full stops.
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Alice has made correct use of the
theological terms ‘Incarnation’ and
“Trinity’, and her English is good. She has
explained the symbolism of events that
point to who Jesus was and has given
examples to support her points.
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Andrew has clearly argued for and
against the statement and has given
relevant examples for each point he
makes. To improve on his level 6 he needs
to work on the content of his answer.
‘The main point in his first paragraph,
while relevant to his argument, shows
alack of understanding of the customs

of Christmas and Easter and why they
have developed. This takes away from

his argument. His second paragraph is
better and makes an important point but
he uses the same example, which rather
‘weakens both arguments.
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Lizzy's answer is very good. She makes
two points in both paragraphs and
gives relevant examples. Her use of
English is mature. She has shown her
understanding of the meaning of the
two festivals she uses as examples, and
argues each side clearly. The answer
shows depth of thought and her
condlusion is balanced. o reach the
toplevel she could have developed the
particular points her examples were
making, about new life in paragraph 1
and holiness in paragraph 2.
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Jo has made some good points and
structured them reasonably well She
should not waste time writing out the
question - 'to disagree or agree with
the statement you have to first justify
what these festivals are really for'~ but
get straight into her answer. She has
structured it clearly, considered more
than one point of view and expressed
her ideas reasonably well She has
identified the ‘fun’ elements of festivals
and contrasted them with the serious
side.A few more examples would be
helpful, as would a deeper discussion
about the points she makes.
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Zach's answer is often vague and he
has only considered one point of view,
making it unbalanced. His use of English
is clumsy at times and his sentences do
not always follow on from each other.
He has given some good examples that
support his arguments and his answer

is structured, but he really only makes
one point. Jotting down arguments for
and against before he starts writing, and
thinking of an example to support each,
would help.






