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Editor’s note: Whatever you do, do not follow any of the advice or suggestions given in this book, which is completely stupid and contradictory from start to finish and highly dangerous to boot.
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Foreword


by Dr. Cesar Milligan


(Founder of the Suffolk College of Teaching
Your Dog How to Drive a Car)


The first dog I ever taught to drive a car was my aged Golden Retriever, George.


Poor old George had been a faithful companion to me for many years but he was getting a little long in the tooth at the age of twelve years old. (That’s eighty-four in dog years). I had noticed that he didn’t appear to enjoy his walks as he once had and that he was beginning to need my assistance so he could get up and hump the legs of my visitors.


One day my vet, Mr Raff, told me that George was having problems with his back legs. I was concerned. Could this be the end for my canine friend? I asked Mr Raff how George could continue to pursue his doggy interests.


‘Simple,’ the twinkly-eyed old vet told me. ‘Get him a set of wheels.’


In retrospect, I realise that Mr Raff probably  
meant that I should get George some sort of specially  
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made trolley on which he could park his backside and trundle himself along.


What the vet probably hadn’t anticipated was that I would rush out and buy my dog a second-hand hatchback and devote the next few years of my life to trying to teach the smelly animal to drive. Nevertheless, that’s what I did. And sure enough just four years (twenty-eight years in dog years) and about seven cars (forty-nine cars in dog cars) later I had succeeded.


Well, sort of.


To be honest, by that advanced age George was extremely doddery, and his poor old joints were getting stiff. And, of course, he had by now been involved in six or seven fairly serious traffic accidents. As a result he was quite slow moving. As indeed was my car. I was therefore increasingly unsure whether George was really driving the vehicle or if I had just managed to prop him up against the controls at the right angle for the car to start moving forwards.


Sometimes the car moved. Sometimes it stayed  
still. I have to admit there was little in the way of  
mixing and matching as regards old George’s use of  
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the brake and accelerator pedals. It was always one or the other with him. Never a mixture of the twain. He either stayed completely stationary or began moving forward at an ever-increasing speed.


Sadly, George’s days were numbered. However I had developed a real passion for teaching dogs to drive, and that’s why I established the Suffolk College of Teaching Your Dog How to Drive a Car.


For years now I have been teaching dogs to drive and I believe that I can say with justification that no one has had more success than myself at getting dogs through the driving examination – both practical and written elements. Admittedly, I haven’t had much success at all. But I don’t think anyone else has had more success. And at least I’ve had a go!


I have put more dogs in the driving seat of cars than anyone else alive. And if you don’t believe me I can show you my receipts from car repair shops, scrap dealers, vets and the RSPCA (not to mention the car valet services for removing stains from the driver’s seat).


And the reason I do it is because dogs love driving  
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cars. They sit with their little paws propped up on the steering wheel while they speed down the high street, along a country lane or just straight through someone’s garden. And passers-by love to see dogs driving. Particularly if they are watching from a safe vantage point.


Passengers are often less keen.


And there are some people who find the whole practice of training a dog to drive a large motorised vehicle highly controversial in the first place;


They claim it is dangerous.1


They suggest it should be illegal.2


They think dogs are simply not capable of driving cars.3


So, just who are these killjoys?4


What harm can a St Bernard or a German Shepherd or even a little Chihuahua really do when driving at speed through a densely populated area?5


When I tell friends that I have successfully taught  
my Golden Retriever George to drive the family  







1  Editor’s note: That’s because it is dangerous.


2  Editor’s note: It is illegal.


3  Editor’s note: Once again it is hard to fault their logic.


4  Editor’s note: The overwhelming majority of sane, normal people.


5  Editor’s note: A considerable amount. A dog placed in control of a moving
car can do an extraordinary amount of damage even on a relatively short
journey.
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motor they immediately exclaim, ‘My goodness! How extraordinary!’ Then after a moment’s thought they will ask, ‘How exactly do you define “successfully” in this case?’ And then may add in a shrill voice, ‘Actually, could you just stop the car here? Don’t worry about giving me a lift to the station. Now I come to think of it, I quite fancy a walk instead.’ A period of frantic fumbling at the car door handle then follows before they tumble out of the moving vehicle and roll into a ditch.


But I have no sympathy for these doubters. I have devoted the past fifty-six dog years of my life (that’s eight years in human years) to teaching dogs to drive. It is my heartfelt belief that dogs are perfectly capable of controlling a moving vehicle. I don’t care what arguments are put forward by the nay-sayers and the gloom-mongers and their so called ‘overwhelming scientific evidence to the contrary’.


So come on, dog lovers! Strap Fido into the front  
seat of your car and let’s hit the road, doggy-o!6 Then  
just watch the unalloyed joy spread over his hairy  







6  Or for owners of female dogs: ‘Strap Fifi into the front seat of your car and
let’s hit the road, bitchy-o!’]
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little face. Particularly as this will be sticking out of the side window as he goes speeding off. And suddenly the number of pensioners who keep bouncing off the bonnet will seem worth it.


Yes! Lets get these dogs driving!







Cesar Milligan
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What Characteristics of Dogs Make Them
Ideal Drivers?


Dogs are loyal


Dogs are loyal companions. They won’t abandon you midway through a journey, as a cat might if you tried to get them to drive you anywhere. But then what sort of idiot would teach a cat to drive?


Dogs enjoy learning to perform tasks


With patience you can teach your dog to fetch a ball, to shake hands or to roll over. It will only take that little bit of extra patience to teach him how to drive a car.


Dogs like to work


Many dogs were bred as working animals, who traditionally gained satisfaction and confidence from performing tasks for their owners. Giving your dog the job of driving you around in a car is only slightly different from teaching a dog to round up sheep or sniff out heroin in airport luggage.
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Dogs like to please their owners


And what better way can your dog please you than by acting as your designated driver?


Dogs are tenacious


Dogs are tenacious and determined. They will keep driving no matter what, and have greater stamina than even an Eastern European taxi driver. They are very unlikely to stop and ask for directions. Being driven by a dog is therefore very similar to being driven by a man except for the fact that dogs have a better sense of direction.


Dogs like moving objects


Dogs love anything that moves. And where are you going to find more moving objects than on a busy road?
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