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THE GATHERING
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Welcome to Avantia – its deepest, darkest depths. I am Henry, brother of Taladon the Swift and uncle to Tom, Avantia’s brave young hero.



I am also the latest prisoner of Malvel’s evil magic. Like a bat in the night, the Dark Wizard swooped and snatched my wife Maria and I from our home in Errinel. Now he holds us captive in an underground prison, beneath a secret location far from any human eye.



It has been a great pleasure to see Tom grow into a heroic young boy. But simply being a hero will not see him through his most difficult Quest yet – saving his family. My nephew will need all his wits and courage just to find us. But first, he must track down a new Beast…one who has been hidden from Avantia for many years.



Can Tom find this elusive Beast and enlist her help in completing his new Quest?



We certainly hope so…our lives depend upon it.



Stay brave.



Henry, Uncle of Tom


CHAPTER ONE

THE EVIL OF MALVEL
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“Do you realise where we are, Tom?” said Elenna, as he helped her over a fallen trunk. Silver bounded over to stand beside Tom’s stallion, Storm.

Tom peered through the dense trees. It had been raining and the smell of damp leaves filled his nostrils. “In a forest?” he joked.

“This is where we first met!” said Elenna.

Tom thought back. He’d been on a mission to free Ferno the fire dragon from Malvel the Dark Wizard’s evil curse. “It was my first Beast Quest,” he said. “You were hunting rabbits with Silver.”

“That’s right,” said Elenna, stroking Silver’s neck. “The forest doesn’t seem as frightening now.”

Tom nodded. After all the Beasts they’d faced together, the darkness of the forest no longer made him shiver. He placed his foot in Storm’s stirrup and heaved himself up. Elenna climbed into the saddle behind him.

“Once we clear the forest and cross the plains, it’s only a short ride to Errinel,” said Elenna.

Tom smiled. “I can’t wait. It’s been so long since I last saw my aunt and uncle. Something to eat and a soft bed is just what we need after all our adventures.”

Silver barked and jumped up on his hind legs.

“And there might even be some bones for you!” laughed Elenna.

Tom steered his stallion across the mossy forest floor. But something was bothering him. He sensed that he and his friends were not alone. He let his hand drop onto the hilt of his sword.

“What’s wrong?” Elenna asked.

A sound like a crack of lightning splintered the silence, and a cloud of smoke appeared between the trees. Tom slipped from the saddle, unsheathing his sword and gripping his shield. Silver whimpered and Storm swished his tail.

“Is it Malvel?” whispered Elenna, dismounting.

But as the smoke cleared, a familiar figure emerged. He was wearing a cloak of faded blue and red silk.
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“Aduro!” said Elenna, rushing forwards.

Tom put away his sword. But the look in the old man’s grey eyes made him anxious. “What is it, Aduro?” he asked.

“I had to come immediately,” said the good wizard.

Even Silver stopped leaping about, and Elenna fell back beside Tom.

Aduro stroked his wispy beard. “Tom, Elenna, you must steel yourselves for terrible news,” he warned. “Malvel has committed his worst crime yet.”

Fear crept over Tom’s heart. He felt Elenna’s fingers grip his arm.

Aduro looked Tom in the eye. “A messenger arrived at King Hugo’s castle this morning with a dreadful tale. Last night a weary traveller came to your village. The local tavern owner thought there was something unusual about him, but your Uncle Henry and Aunt Maria, kind people that they are, gave him a meal and a bed for the night. This morning they were gone. And so was the traveller.”

“Perhaps they offered to accompany him to his destination,” said Tom.

“I’m afraid not,” said Aduro. “The traveller left behind a message…” The wizard pulled out a piece of parchment from his cloak and handed it to Tom.

He unfolded the thin paper and read: “Dear Tom, if I cannot hurt you, I will kill those closest to you. Malvel.”

“Oh, Tom!” gasped Elenna.

Tom felt sick. His hand clenched into a fist around the parchment. “I’ll rescue Uncle Henry and Aunt Maria,” he vowed. “While there’s blood in my veins, I won’t rest until I get them back.”


CHAPTER TWO

A NEW BEAST
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Tom looked at the good wizard. “Where are they now?” he asked.

Aduro shook his head sadly. “I’ve tried everything in my power, but I can’t see where Malvel has taken them.”

Tom felt anger flood through him. “How dare he? The fight is between Malvel and me. There was no reason to involve my family.”

“Malvel’s heart is dark,” said Aduro. “He will hurt you any way he can.”

Suddenly a breeze blew through the clearing, rustling the leaves. With it came the sound of a low cackle. Storm reared up in fright.

“Malvel!” said Elenna.

Tom nodded. He’d recognise that laugh anywhere. “There must be some way to find out where they are,” he said.

“What about the enchanted map?” suggested Elenna.

Tom dashed over to Storm and unlaced his saddlebag. The magical map of Avantia had helped them locate all the Beasts on their previous Quests. Perhaps it would help them find his aunt and uncle, too.

He knelt on the forest floor and unrolled the parchment. Elenna and Aduro stood over him. But no pulsing green line appeared to show them the way.

“Malvel’s evil magic is strong,” sighed Aduro. “He has overcome the power of the map.”

“But there must be something we can do!” said Elenna.

“There may be one thing,” the good wizard muttered. “No, no, it’s too dangerous…”

“What?” said Tom. “I’ll do anything!”

Aduro placed both hands on Tom’s shoulders. “If you want to rescue your aunt and uncle, you will have to undertake your toughest Quest yet. You must face another Beast, the likes of which you have never seen.”

“I didn’t know there were any others,” said Tom.
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“I’m talking of a Beast not seen for generations. The lost seventh Beast of Avantia.”

Elenna gasped. “A seventh Beast?”

“Yes,” said Aduro. “As well as the six good Beasts that patrol Avantia, there was a seventh created to guard the skies. She was born after the others. Let me show you.”

The wizard brought his hands together in a loud clap that echoed through the forest, then rubbed his palms. Tom looked on, baffled, and even Storm and Silver stepped closer.

A thin trail of smoke emerged from between Aduro’s clasped hands. It rose into the air, forming a cloud. Then, in the middle of the cloud, a shape emerged. It looked like a bird, but its wings were ablaze with a golden flame.
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“Is that the Seventh Beast?” asked Elenna.

“It is,” said Aduro. “Her name is Spiros the phoenix. If anyone can help you find where Malvel has taken Tom’s aunt and uncle, it is Spiros. She is blessed with the power of All-Sight – magic that even I do not possess. It allows her to see into the far reaches of Avantia and beyond. Nothing is hidden from her.”
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