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Hello from Henry
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Hi gang!


Animals! Yeah, we’re talking about REAL animals, not walking dusters like Fat Fluffy. Mum and Dad won’t let me have a snake or a crocodile – it’s so unfair! But a person can dream, can’t he, about blood-squirting horned lizards and deadly black mambas and sixteen tonne elephants squishing Miss Battle-Axe . . . Happy reading! And look out for golden poison dart frogs.


Henry




FIRST FACTS
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The amazing animals in this book come from five families: mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds and fish.


Mammals come in all shapes and sizes – from a shrew so small it can fit on a teaspoon, to a whale so huge that its tongue weighs more than an elephant – but they all have hair, feed their babies milk, and have warm blood.
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Reptiles have scaly skin and cold blood, which they warm up in the sun.


Just like Margaret.
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Amphibians live in the water when they are young and live on land as adults. For example, tadpoles turn into frogs (and Margarets). Their skin is smooth, without any scales, feathers or fur. Like reptiles they have cold blood.


Birds are warm-blooded with feathers and wings. Most birds use their wings for flying, but some birds, like ostriches, can’t fly because their wings are too small and weak.


Fish swim in lakes, rivers or the sea, and have cold blood.
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Today there are around


5,000 different types of mammals


7,000 kinds of amphibians (Make that 7,002, including frog-face Margaret and Peter the toad.)


10,000 types of reptiles


10,000 kinds of birds


. . . and 30,000 types of fish.


That’s a grand total of over 60,000 kinds of animals.




MEGA-MONSTERS AND MINI-BEASTS . . .
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A blue whale’s heart is huge! It’s the same size as a small car, with blood vessels big enough for a child to crawl through.
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Newborn blue whale babies weigh nearly three tonnes and drink over 200 litres of milk a day – as much as 100 bottles of fizzywizz.


That’s more than Greedy Graham.
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Kitti’s hog-nosed bat, also called the bumblebee bat, is probably the world’s smallest mammal. It’s only about 3 cm long and could sit on the end of your finger.
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Polar bears have very big feet, up to 30 cm wide – about the size of a dinner plate – to support their great weight on the snow and ice.
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Everyone knows that birds make cosy nests, but did you know that gorillas do too? They build great big ones on the ground from plants like nettles and giant celery.
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At only 12 cm long, the pygmy marmoset from the Amazon rainforest is the world’s smallest monkey.


The red-eyed tree frog is only 5–7 cm long, so small it could sit on the end of a pencil like a pencil topper.


When a grizzly bear stands up on its hind legs, it’s the same height as you would be if you stood on your dad’s shoulders.
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The leaf chameleon from Madagascar looks just like a full-sized chameleon shrunk down to the size of an adult’s thumbnail.
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The white rhinoceros is four times as heavy as a family car, but it’s a gentle giant and runs away from people rather than attacking them.


Seahorses have just one tiny back fin to propel them through the water, which makes them very slow swimmers – moving only 2 metres in an hour.


Ostriches are the biggest birds in the world and their eggs can be up to 20 cm long – about the size of a large mango.


The wandering albatross is a giant seabird with the largest wingspan of any flying animal – up to 3.6 metres – almost four times the width of your outstretched arms.
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The bee hummingbird is just 6 cm long. It weighs less than a few grains of rice, and its eggs are the size of a pea.


The whale shark is the biggest fish in the world, weighing more than 20 tonnes – the same weight as two school buses full of children.
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GROSS-OUT
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Gorillas never stop farting! All the vegetables they eat give them wind. One zoo had to ban all sprouts when visitors complained that the stink was even stinkier than usual.


Wow.
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When a skunk is threatened, it arches its back and lifts its tail to make itself look big and scary. If that doesn’t work, it squirts a stinky fluid from under its tail. Gross!


Indian rhinos mark their territory with piles of poo. That’s because rhinos have a much better sense of smell than they do sight, and the poo helps them find their way home!
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