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PREFACE


(To the Adult Who Purchased This Book)


Since you have just purchased Play Piano in a Flash … for Kids, you must know a child who has expressed an interest in learning how to play the piano or keyboard. To tell you the truth, that description would fit almost every child! Most children seem to have an innate curiosity about how to play musical instruments, particularly the piano, simply because it is the instrument most commonly found in homes, schools, and churches.


Your decision to assist the child in your life in learning how to have fun playing the piano is a very wise one. Did you know that the study of music can help children improve and succeed in other areas of learning? An education in the arts engages a wide variety of children’s learning styles and increases learning potential for students.


You’re probably thinking that this sounds like a commercial for music education … and you’re absolutely right, it is! Please read on for the scientific proof …




	
Studies have shown that early and ongoing musical training helps to organize and develop children’s brains.


	Two research projects have found that piano instruction in particular can dramatically enhance children’s spatial-temporal reasoning skills. These are the skills crucial for greater success in subjects like math and science!


	It is a known fact that students who study music and the other fine arts score higher on the verbal and math portions of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), a national achievement test, than students with no course work or experience in the arts. Of course, we all know how important SAT scores are in the quest for entrance into the college of your choice.





By now, we hope that you are thinking, “Wow, not only will learning how to play the piano be fun for the child in my life, but it will also be good for him or her!”


Another important benefit from learning to play the piano is that it will help your child to develop a literacy skill needed for a person to be considered literate and educated in the twenty-first century. We are talking about the skill of self-direction.


Self-direction is defined as the ability to set goals, plan for achievement, independently manage time and effort, and independently improve the quality of one’s learning and any products that result from the learning experience.


Whew, sounds heavy, doesn’t it? But what better skill could you encourage in your child than one that will help him or her develop into a lifelong learner with the critical thinking skills that are so sought after in the job market of our global economy?


The study of music is also a great self-confidence builder! Building confidence in children is crucial because it inspires them to put forth the effort necessary for real success. They believe in their own ability to succeed, so when they hit that inevitable bump in the road, they try even harder instead of giving up. This effort leads to real learning and development. This development becomes the foundation for increased confidence in the next round of effort.


Think of this as a process whereby success increases confidence, and effort leads to even more success, and so on. It’s the cycle of success that we all want for our kids, isn’t it?


Last but not least, learning to play the piano is downright fun! It’s like having your cake and eating it too. Your child learns to do something that is incredibly joyous and fun, and all this other great educational stuff comes along with it by default. How can you go wrong?


How does Play Piano in a Flash … for Kids work? It works by eliminating what we have found are the two main barriers encountered in learning to play a musical instrument. These two barriers are:




	Learning to read musical notation


	The choice of songs used in many instructional methods for piano.





Play Piano in a Flash … for Kids will teach your school-age child to play nonclassical popular-style piano.


Of course, the time needed to learn to play and the amount of help possibly needed from an adult will vary according to the age of the child.


We want to be clear on this point: This book was designed to be read with or by the child. (Of course, this excludes the preface.) It is not meant as a teacher’s guide or “method book” per se. Rather, it is meant to give a child the basic information necessary to launch him or her into a lifetime of wonderfully fun-filled, self-directed musical exploration.


The amount of assistance the child reading this book will need from you or someone else depends on their reading ability, age, and previous experience (if any) at a piano or keyboard.


No matter what the situation, we suggest you try to give the child the least assistance needed to get them started “down the hill.” Your own judgment will be needed to figure out what that amount is. Please try, however, to break yourself from the locked-in paradigm you probably have of


learning to play piano = weekly traditional lessons


It’s not that there is anything wrong with weekly lessons … far from it. In fact, we can’t think of any reason that a child would not be very well served taking lessons given by a private teacher who embraces our chord style approach.


However, it is vital that a private teacher attempting to teach a child using this book acknowledge what we feel is a crucial distinction. That being the inherent difference between teaching classical-style piano and what we are doing in this book.


The weekly lesson regimen we’re all familiar with which uses a traditional piano method’s sequence of Book 1, Book 2, Book 3, etc., is the best way to go down the path of learning to become a good classical piano player, which is not where we are heading with this book and this style of instruction.


In fact, we believe that this style (the child’s self-exploration of music that he or she enjoys, assisted when needed by you or a teacher) will provide a much richer and more meaningful path toward playing piano than some imposed, formal regimen.


No previous musical background is required by the child, or by the adult possibly assisting the child.


If you use the techniques shown in Play Piano in a Flash … for Kids, the obstacle of note reading is minimized because you only have to read a single note melody for the right hand and chord symbols for the left hand.


If this sounds like a foreign language to you already, don’t despair. It is all very clearly explained in this book.


The type of musical notation we teach is called lead sheet notation and is used by most professional musicians around the world who play nonclassical music.


The second obstacle—choice of songs—is completely eliminated, because in Play Piano in a Flash … for Kids you learn to play piano by actually “playing” your all-time favorite songs.


This book is designed to quickly and efficiently share the essential information in each chapter; then, more in-depth enrichment information is given for most chapters in the Nuts & Bolts sections, found in the back of the book.


If an adult wants to participate in the learning process, these Nuts & Bolts sections are where your guidance would be helpful by discussing the concepts described with the child.


Will Play Piano in a Flash … for Kids teach your school-age child how to be a classical pianist? The answer is an emphatic no!


If you want your child to be able to play Bach, Beethoven, and Mozart, you should choose the route of traditional weekly piano lessons.


But if, on the other hand, you want your child to learn all of the other nonclassical styles of piano playing, as well as learn to play the piano for fun and recreation, Play Piano in a Flash … for Kids is the book for you.


Let’s get started right now! Go ahead!


Read Chapter 1 with your future piano player. Reading Chapter 1 together will give you some insight as to how much adult help, if any, your child will possibly need during the process of learning to play piano in a flash.


Then get ready to share the joy of music.


The benefits will last a lifetime!




CHAPTER 1


INTRODUCTION




    What kind of music do you like?


    What are your favorite songs to listen to on the radio?


    What kinds of CDs do you like to buy?





Every kid that I know has some pretty strong opinions about music, so I’m sure that you didn’t have any trouble answering those questions.


But here is a question that might be a little harder for you to answer: Have you ever watched or heard someone playing one of your favorite songs on the piano or keyboard and wished that you were the one playing?


And then have you ever said to yourself, “Boy, I sure would like to be able to play the piano, just for fun! But I don’t want to take piano lessons every week and really practice a lot.”


Maybe you have even tried to play the piano before but it was just too hard, or you never even got to play any of the songs you wanted to learn how to play. You thought, “Oh well, forget it. It’s too hard!”


No, no, no!! Please, please don’t forget it!! I have great news for you!


This book, Play Piano in a Flash … for Kids, has been written for kids just like you—kids who want to learn how to play what is called popular-style piano or, as you may think of it, playing piano “just for fun.”


This book will teach you how to play piano the way you hear professionals play when you listen to CDs of music that you love.


At the end of the book, there is an extra section called Nuts and Bolts. Here you will find some extra information that you don’t really need to actually start playing the piano—just some other stuff about music that you might like to know for fun.
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