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Introduction


About Unit 1


Unit 1 is worth 50 per cent of your AS level. It requires an understanding of change and continuity over time and an awareness of cause and consequence within a broad historical context. There are no sources in the Unit 1 examination and therefore all marks available are awarded for your own knowledge and understanding.


In the examination, you are required to answer two questions out of three and each question has two parts. The first part, worth 12 marks, asks you to explain why an event, issue or development occurred. Twelve-mark questions begin ‘Explain why’ or ‘Why did’. The second part, worth 24 marks, requires a balanced evaluation and begins ‘How far’, ‘How important’ or ‘How successful’. The examination lasts for 1 hour and 15 minutes, unless you have been awarded extra time. You are advised to spend 12 minutes on the first part of each question and 25 minutes on the second part.


The examination will test your own knowledge and understanding of the period and requires you to:





•  refer to relevant historical information



•  demonstrate an understanding of change and continuity



•  show an awareness that events and developments are open to differing interpretations



•  use good English, organise information clearly and use specialist vocabulary where appropriate.





USA, 1890–1945


The specification lists the content of Unit 1: USA, 1890–1945 under the following broad headings:





1. The USA, 1890–c1920



2. The USA, c1920–1929



3. The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1929–1941



4. The Impact of the Second World War on the USA, 1941–1945





How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination of this unit. The book is divided into four sections – one for each section of the unit. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary (see pages 70–71). On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.
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There are two types of examination activities focusing on the two types of examination questions.






	




•  ‘Explain why’ 12-mark answers have this symbol:
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•  ‘How far’, ‘How important’ and ‘How successful’ 24-mark answers have this symbol:
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	Some activities have answers or suggested answers on pages 73–78 and have this symbol:
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Each section ends with an exam-style question and model A grade answer with examiner’s commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  completed the activities.





Mark scheme


For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark scheme for the unit. Below is an abbreviated form of the mark scheme for Unit 1.
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Section 1: The USA, 1890–c1920
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The US political system in 1890 and the role of the President


The US Constitution


The US Constitution sets out:





•  the structure of government, including the roles of the different branches



•  the role of state governments



•  the rights of individuals.





It is a sovereign document written in 1787, and pre-dates the election of the first president and Congress. It created a federal system of government and the separation of powers.


Federalism


The USA has a federal system of government, meaning that power is divided between central government and local state governments. Each state can make its own laws and has its own rights, but all have to give up some of their powers to the federal (central) government based in Washington DC. In 1890 the USA had 44 states; today there are 50.


Separation of powers


The federal government has three different branches:





•  the Executive – concerned with policy making and headed by the President



•  the Legislature – concerned with the framing and passing of laws and called Congress



•  the Judiciary – comprises courts and judges and includes the Supreme Court.





The Executive


The President is the most important figure in the executive branch of government. He:





•  can veto a law passed by Congress (see below)



•  makes federal appointments, including cabinet jobs such as Secretary of State, and Supreme Court judges



•  is Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces



•  takes key foreign policy decisions, such as making treaties, with the backing of the Senate



•  initiates legislative programmes aimed at dealing with domestic affairs.





The USA does, however, have a system of checks and balances which can sometimes make it difficult for a president to get his own way.


Presidents, 1890–1945


Presidents are chosen every four years by an electoral college at fixed term elections. Unlike today, between 1890 and 1945 there was no constitutional limit on the number of terms a president could serve. Most presidents, however, never sought more than two terms in office, in line with the tradition established by George Washington. Three presidents died in office during the period 1890–1945 and were replaced by their vice-presidents.


Presidents between 1890 and 1945 had to contend with major wars, huge economic problems, social division and inequality.


The Legislature


Congress is the bicameral legislature of the USA, made up of the Senate and the House of Representatives. Senators are elected for six-year terms, and congressmen only for two years at a time. The number of terms they can serve is not limited. Both houses are responsible for passing new laws and can override a presidential veto with two-thirds majorities. Congress also has the power to impeach a president and put him on trial should the need arise.


The Judiciary


The Supreme Court is the highest court in the judicial system of the USA. It is made up of senior judges who have the power to strike down laws passed by Congress if they feel they go against the rules contained within the Constitution.


Political parties


There are two main political parties in the USA, the Republicans and the Democrats. By the 1920s the Republicans were very firmly identified with the interests of big business and laissez-faire policies, while the Democrats supported more government intervention to help the less well-off. The Republicans were generally better supported in the industrial North while Democrats were stronger in the less urbanised South. Occasionally other parties managed to poll high numbers of votes at elections, such as the Progressive Party in 1912, when Theodore Roosevelt stood as its candidate.
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Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the mind map below.
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[image: ] Turning assertion into argument
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Below are a sample exam-style 24-mark question and a series of assertions. Read the question and then add a justification to each of the assertions to turn it into a supported view, so creating an argument.




How far were the powers of the presidents in the period 1890–1920 limited?
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US presidents in the period 1890–1920 had considerable power over foreign policy …
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US presidents had considerable power over legislation …
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US presidents had considerable powers of patronage …
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Presidential elections


Presidential elections and terms in office






	President

	Term in office

	Elections won






	Benjamin Harrison (Rep)

	1889–1893

	1888






	Grover Cleveland (Dem)

	1893–1897

	1892






	William McKinley (Rep)

	1897–1901

	1896
1900






	Theodore Roosevelt (Rep)

	1901–1909

	1904






	William Taft (Rep)

	1909–1913 

	1908






	Woodrow Wilson (Dem)

	1913–1921

	1912
1916






	Warren Harding (Rep)

	1921–1923

	1920






	Calvin Coolidge (Rep)

	1923–1929

	1924






	Herbert Hoover (Rep)

	1929–1933

	1928






	Franklin Roosevelt (Dem)

	1933–1945

	1932
1936
1940
1944






	Harry Truman (Dem)

	1945–1953

	1948







Party policies


Economic


The Republicans tended to support the gold standard which big business, rich farmers and urban workers liked, while the Democrats favoured the free coinage of silver which helped poor farmers and rural areas. The Republicans took a laissez-faire approach on some aspects of the economy such as tax, but also adopted an apparently contradictory protectionist high tariffs policy to shield American industry from foreign competition. Democrats tended to favour lower tariffs which generally made goods cheaper for the consumer. Big business gave $3.5 million to the McKinley campaign in 1896 and anarchist Emma Goldman described him as the ‘president of the money kings and trust magnates’.


Foreign policy


The Republicans generally followed a more expansionist foreign policy which appealed to many voters because they believed it would bring economic benefits to the country. The Democrats at times pursued an anti-imperialist policy which won them support, such as when Wilson was elected president in 1916 on an anti-war stance, although he still ended up taking the USA into the First World War in 1917.


Electioneering


The importance of having a good campaign manager and fundraiser became increasingly significant in presidential elections. Mark Hanna, who managed McKinley’s campaigns in 1896 and 1900, is often credited with the invention of modern electioneering techniques, which included posters which illustrated clear distinctions between what the two main parties stood for. An election poster from 1900 suggested that if people voted for McKinley, American factories would thrive, and people could confidently invest their money in the banks.


Candidate profiles and the electoral college


Being a well-known figure could boost a candidate’s chances of victory in an election. William McKinley was a Civil War veteran, and Theodore Roosevelt fought with distinction in Cuba in the Spanish-American War, which had made them national figures before they ran for the presidency. Having the backing of the more populated states in the North East could also help to swing an election; for example in 1896 McKinley would not have become president if he had not won New York State which had the highest number of electoral college votes (36) and Pennsylvania which had the second highest (32).


The mood of the country and particular circumstances


The mood of the country could have a big impact on election results, for example in 1896 many Americans sympathised with the plight of the Cubans and voted for McKinley because he seemed likely to help the Cubans fight off Spanish control. In addition, the Democrats were still blamed for the economic crisis of 1893. In 1920 voters who were disillusioned by US involvement in the First World War and the subsequent peace-making process turned against Wilson’s ‘idealism’ and backed Harding’s ‘normalcy’ (see page 34).
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[image: ] Prioritisation


Below are a sample exam-style 12-mark question and a list of reasons that could be used in the answer. Demonstrating prioritisation is one way of structuring the answer to an ‘Explain why’ question. Using your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page, decide the order of priority you would give to these factors. Write numbers on the spectrum below to indicate their relative importance and, beneath each, briefly justify that factor’s placement, demonstrating why you feel some factors are more important than others.




Explain why Republican candidates won all the presidential elections between 1896 and 1908.







1. Economic factors


2. Foreign policy


3. Electioneering


4. Candidate profiles


5. The electoral college vote


6. Mood of the country and particular circumstances
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[image: ] Turning statements into reasons
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Below are a sample exam-style 12-mark question and a series of statements. Read the question and turn each of the statements into a relevant reason that could be used in the answer. The definitions below should help you:





•  Statement: a fact or an opinion which is not supported by a reason








•  Reason: a statement which explains or justifies something.







Explain why McKinley won the election of 1896.









	STATEMENT

	REASON 






	McKinley’s campaign was well funded and well organised.

	 






	The Republicans supported the gold standard and laissez-faire economic policies.

	 






	The Democrats supported the free coinage of silver and lower tariffs.

	 






	McKinley’s foreign policy seemed likely to help the Cubans.

	 






	McKinley won New York State.

	 






	The Democrats were in power when the panic and downturn of 1893 happened.
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Mass immigration and its impact on US society and politics


Before the American Civil War (1861–1865), most immigrants had come from Britain and Ireland, Germany and Scandinavia. From about 1880, however, Austro-Hungarians, Italians and Russians accounted for the largest immigrant groups. In the 1890s about 4 million immigrants came to the USA.


The impact of immigration


Economic impact





•  Immigrants provided some of the most famous entrepreneurs and businessmen of the period, such as the Scottish-born Andrew Carnegie, and the Hungarian-born newspaper owner Josef Pulitzer.



•  Immigrants also made up the huge cheap labour force needed to turn the USA into the world’s foremost industrial power.





‘New immigrants’ from eastern and southern Europe often had low standards of education and little money. They were easily exploited through the low wages and poor conditions offered by employers, as well as by the ‘boss’ and ‘padrone’ systems. The disparate ethnic groups slowed down the development of strong unions so their welfare and rights were not protected. Immigrant workers tended to drive down wages, and were used to break strikes, such as when Slavic miners were brought into the Pennsylvania anthracite mines and, upon their arrival, had stones thrown at them by the striking Catholic Irish miners. Immigrants were also accused of taking jobs which native-born Americans could have filled, for example Catholic Italians were employed in large numbers on the New York subway system.


Political impact


Anti-immigration nativist groups, such as the Immigration Restriction League, the American Protective Association (APA) and the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), campaigned against certain immigrant groups on grounds of racial or religious difference. The APA, and KKK, when it revived post-First World War, demanded that Catholics be barred from political office and from working as teachers, and were also very anti-Semitic.


Many newly-arrived immigrants in New York had to rely on support from the Tammany Hall. This political organisation would help them to find accommodation and work in return for the immigrants voting Democrat at election time. Tammany came to be seen as a stronghold of the Catholic Irish. The politicians in control of such political machines were called bosses, were often corrupt and could become extremely powerful. Richard Croker was boss of Tammany in the 1890s and used his position to secure the election of his favoured candidate Robert Van Wyck as mayor of New York in 1897. Rumours of Catholic conspiracies, which aimed to bring the USA under the control of the Pope, abounded.


Many Americans came to associate immigrants with political corruption or extremist political views. For example, Emma Goldman was a Lithuanian Jew who was a prominent anarchist during the period.


Social impact


Immigrants were blamed for a whole range of social ills:





•  The overcrowded slums of the Lower East Side of Manhattan were well publicised in Jacob Riis’s 1890 book How the Other Half Lives.



•  Temperance groups blamed immigrant groups such as the Germans for problems linked to alcohol.



•  Immigrants in the poorer districts of cities were often linked to high crime rates.



•  Gangs such as Paul Kelly’s Italian ‘Five Pointers’ inhabited New York.



•  The 1891 Immigration Act was enforced to stop immigrants bringing in contagious diseases, but despite tougher checks at Ellis Island, cholera and TB outbreaks were frequent in the overcrowded cities.





It could be argued that in the longer term immigrants brought with them a diversity of culture and religion which only enriched the country, but at the time the findings of the Dillingham Commission focused on the perceived problems of immigrants not assimilating and not sharing US values, which tended to reflect the beliefs of many native-born Americans.
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[image: ] Economic, political or social factors?
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Below is a sample exam-style 12-mark question which asks for a range of reasons. Understanding the difference between economic, political and social factors helps give structure to an answer to an ‘Explain why’ question. The chart that follows offers a list of reasons that are relevant to the answer to the question. Using the information on the opposite page and your own knowledge, decide whether each reason should be considered an economic, political or social factor and tick the appropriate box.




Explain why some Americans opposed immigration in the period 1890–1920.







[image: ]




[image: ]


[image: ]



[image: ] Identify an argument
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Below are a sample exam-style 24-mark question and two sample paragraphs. One suggests a high-level answer because it advances a supported argument. The other suggests a low-level answer because it contains only description and assertion. Identify which is which. The definitions below should help you:





•  Argument: giving a view supported by reasoning and fact








•  Assertion: giving a view that is not supported by reasoning and fact








•  Description: providing facts but not in support of a view.







How far was anti-immigrant feeling in the period 1890–1920 mainly due to religious prejudice?





Paragraph 1
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In the 1890s about 4 million immigrants came to the United States. Many of them were Italians, Jews, Russians and people from the Austro-Hungarian Empire. They often could not speak English and had different religious beliefs from many who already lived in the USA. Anti-immigrant groups did not like the immigrants who came from southern and eastern Europe and one of the things they objected to was the fact that a lot of them were Catholics or Jews.
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Paragraph 2
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One of the main reasons for anti-immigrant feeling during the period 1890–1920 seems to have been religious prejudice towards the ‘new wave’ of immigrants who had started to arrive in the USA by the end of the nineteenth century. Many ‘new immigrants’ from parts of southern and eastern Europe were Catholic or Jewish rather than Protestant. The animosity towards immigrants on religious grounds was well demonstrated by such nativist groups as the American Protective Association which opposed Catholic immigration, Catholic teachers in public (state) schools and Catholics holding any political office. The revival of the Ku Klux Klan post-First World War would see Catholics targeted once more.
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The rise of big business and its impact on the economy


A number of factors influenced the rise of big business and the subsequent expansion of the economy in the USA in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.


Raw materials and infrastructure


Economic and business growth would not have been possible without the abundance of raw materials in the USA:





•  The vast areas of agricultural land provided the food needed to sustain the population and a surplus to sell abroad.



•  The discovery of oilfields, such as Spindletop, Texas in 1901, and the anthracite coalfields of Pennsylvania proved crucial to industrial expansion providing the material for the mass production of steel.



•  Between 1890 and 1913 US production of coal increased by 375 million tonnes and in the same period the production of iron ore by 22 million tonnes.
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