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Introduction



If Madame Defarge were alive today she would be knitting designer sweaters instead of secret messages! Knitting has become popular and profitable. New yarns in dozens of colors and textures, and pattern styles that are updated throughout the year, are two reasons why learning to knit has become so fashionable. Knitting is relaxing, creative, and portable. It is also one of the best ways to obtain superior wearables, furnishings, and novelty items at low prices.


Knitting was once exclusively the domain of women; now men and children in increasing numbers are learning the craft. The New York Times published an article about a class of elementary school children from Connecticut who were knitting squares for a blanket made out of wool sheared from Russian sheep. The purpose? To help promote goodwill between Russia and the United States. Knitting is even being used for détente!


The questions and answers produced in these pages are those most frequently asked by both beginning and more experienced knitters.


Anyone can learn how to knit. And for those of you who do knit and are never quite satisfied with the results of your projects, the following questions and answers should help to unravel the mysteries of knitting and enable you to enjoy the fruits of your labor.




Tish Lilie has given knitting classes and served as knitting advisor to several craft stores. Her column, “Needlepoint,” appeared in two newspapers.








I. Needles and Accessories



Q: I am a new knitter, and when I went to select knitting needles for my first project, I was terribly confused as to which ones to choose. Everybody I spoke to recommended a different kind. Are certain ones better than others?


A: There is a confusing variety of knitting needles available today. The most common ones are:


a. painted aluminum


b. coated aluminum


c. wood and bamboo wood


d. Balene (trademark of the Boye Needle Company)


For several years, painted aluminum needles were the most frequently used, but many knitters found them fairly heavy, and in most cases, the paint chipped off rather easily and the needles scratched. Coated aluminum needles were developed and those are more durable — but still rather heavy. Wooden and bamboo needles have been perfected so that they’re smooth and lightweight, but for heavy projects, they can break. My personal favorites are the Balene needles. Made of a composite material that closely resembles whale-bone, they are light in weight, therefore easy on your hands, and very smooth to work with when knitting. Warning: Balene needles in smaller sizes have a tendency to snap. The company has been working on that problem, and now includes an instruction sheet on how to avoid breakage. Better yet, the needles come with a lifetime guarantee. If one breaks, return it to the company, and they will replace it free of charge. In the final analysis, choose the needles you are most comfortable using. If you can, try to borrow different ones to try out before purchasing your own.
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