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E


very day we make decisions that are underpinned by our ideas of what is 


right and wrong. But where do these ideas come from? Where do our values 


come from and who decides which values are used in a society? This book is 


not going to tell you what to think. Our aim is to get you to think for yourselves 


about these and many other, related questions. 




We think it’s important that everyone should think about life’s big questions, and never just accept what they are told. This doesn’t mean that you can’t continue to hold the ideas or values that you had, but if you do, you’ll know that those values are your own and not just an unthinking acceptance of someone else’s ideas.


How does the book work?


We’ve chosen topics that are strongly connected to the values people hold and to their ideas of what is right and wrong, such as democracy, justice, fairness, prejudice and discrimination, education, climate change and war. We’ll give you information about each topic and ask questions related to them to get you thinking about your own values. 


Of course, we couldn’t possibly fit into this one book all the information you need in order to answer all the questions. Instead, we’ll provide you with information about some key principles and institutions – such as the rule of law, and the key principles of democracy – and other aspects of the questions, such as information on wars or climate change. 


4


What is this book about?



         How can the problems of pollution and climate change be solved? When air pollution in cities is often too bad for schoolchildren to play outside, should governments ban the combustion engine and phase in electric cars?
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5


We’ll also ask you to find out more about some of the issues and how they relate to your life and your values. For example, if your country went to war, would you take part? If your country was invaded, would you resist? 


The people in the book


We’ll tell you about ourselves, and how we developed our own ideas and values. You will also hear from four people – Laura Bates, Richard Rieser, Tulip Siddiq and Alex Wheatle – who’ll discuss their own experiences and thoughts about right and wrong. In addition, there are quotes from other people spread through the book. 


 


Richard Rieser


Alex Wheatle


Laura Bates


Tulip Siddiq


 “To be neutral in a situation of injustice is to have chosen sides already. It is to support the status quo.”Archbishop Desmond Tutu


At the end


On the last two pages, we’ll ask you to reflect on what you’ve read, and on the discussions you’ve had while reading the book. We’ll ask:


  


Did you change your mind aboutanything?


 


  


What principles and values do you think can best convey your ideas about right and wrong? 


  


What can we do to bring about what we believe is right? 
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Michael Rosen was born in 1946. He’s a writer for adults and children, a broadcaster and Professor of Children’s Literature at Goldsmiths, University of London. 


Ideals 


Every one of us has an idea of what the words ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ mean. The ideas about ‘right’ are sometimes called ‘ideals’.This means they are ideas about the best ways to behave, although we may not always be able to live up to them. 


 


We may not be able to write down all our ideas about right and wrong, but we have another way of expressing right andwrong – through our actions. Sometimes what we say is right or wrong and what we actually do are different. People call this ‘hypocritical’ which is itself often described as ‘wrong’. 


 


For example, when I was at school, I would have said that bullying is wrong and yet sometimes I teased people in a bullying sort of a way. Then I changed schools, someone teased me, and I hated it. This showed me I had been hypocritical. 


It showed me that something I had done was wrong and I tried to change. If I heard myself being like that I tried to check myself but it hasn’t always worked. This tells me several things about right and wrong: it’s a complicated mix of 


‘ideals’ and actions; we can learn from experience; it’s not easy to live up to ideals, but for the sake of equality and fairness, it’s better to try than not try. 


Where do ideas about right and wrong come from? 


As you’re reading this, you could ask yourself, ‘Where do I get my ideas aboutright and wrong from?’ 


 


When I ask myself this, I can see that to start off with, the biggest influence on my life was my parents. When they were children, they were very poor but they studied hard and both of them became teachers. They rejected the religion of their grandparents and tried to work out their own ‘universal’ principles: things like, all people should be equal, people shouldn’t exploit each other or discriminate against each other, and people have the right to build this equal world. That was the ‘ideal’. The big problem for them was that in countries where some leaders said they were building this new ‘right’ society, they were exploiting and discriminating all over again!
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My experience


My experience


My experience


My experience


My experience
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As I was growing up


As I was growing up, they told me aboutall this.


 


In 1960 I was 14, so the 1960s covered my late teens and early twenties. It was just when the world was in ferment about civil rights, feminism, war, work, poverty, inequality, domination of one set of countries over other countries. 


At school and university, I loved having conversations about all this. We talked about the rights and wrongs of education, work, society and war. I went to meetings and conferences and took part in demonstrations. I went to see plays, listened to music (songs, mostly) that talked of these things and I studied writers and thinkers. 


I argued with my parents about some of this. Sometimes I influenced them, sometimes they influenced me. I was very lucky: even though we argued, they 


loved me and I loved them. And here I am, helping to write a book about right and wrong, inviting you to think and talk about it! I like to think they would think that was ‘right’. This tells me that love has a lot to do with right and wrong, too. 
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Talk to your parents or other people at home about their ideas of right and wrong. What are they and where did your 
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