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      Preface

      
      The Indian state was in denial about home-grown terrorism for many years until serial bomb blasts in Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh
         on 7 March 2006 and Malegaon in Maharashtra on 28 September 2008 put an end to its delusions. New Delhi’s response to the
         incidents was predictable; Pakistan-based Islamist groups were blamed even before the first forensic reports arrived.
      

      
      Although a chain of explosions in eastern Uttar Pradesh in 2005 and serial blasts in New Delhi on the eve of Diwali in 2005
         suggested the involvement of Islamic radicals within the country, rather than terrorist groups like the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
         based in Muridke, near Lahore in Pakistan, the government’s initial response was that some minority community boys had ‘gone
         astray’. Similarly, when serial blasts rocked Ajmer Sharif in Ajmer, Makkah Masjid in Hyderabad in 2007 and Malegaon in Maharashtra
         in 2008, the police believed these attacks were a result of internecine strife among various Muslim sects instead of the work of Hindu extremists. Vote bank politics in the
         country helped such unfounded claims prevail as the political leadership of both communities did not put enough pressure on
         the police to get to the bottom of these incidents.
      

      
      Over the past decade, we have seen that as long as Indian youth was not involved, the public willingly bought the line that
         terrorism was being exported to the country from the Pakistan– Afghanistan arc or through proxy groups based in Bangladesh
         and Nepal. However, the events of 2008 changed these perceptions and revealed the extent of the malaise within. The Indian
         Mujahideen struck with alacrity in several major cities, including in the serial blasts in the capital in September, before
         they were unearthed in a police encounter at Batla House in Jamia Nagar, New Delhi. Around the same time, investigations into
         the bomb blast in Malegaon on 29 September 2008, in which eight people lost their lives, led to the discovery of the Hindu
         terrorist group Abhinav Bharat. The brainchild of Lieutenant Colonel Prasad Srikant Purohit, a serving military intelligence
         officer, Abhinav Bharat was the Hindu response to radical Islamist groups. Its operatives are now being investigated for their
         role in Ajmer Sharif blasts, the Makkah Masjid bomb blasts and even the fire-bombing of the Lahore-bound Samjhauta Express
         near Panipat in Haryana on 18 February 2007. It is now evident that a number of these terrorist bombings were part of the
         chain of reactions and counterreactions of these denominational radical groups after Abhinav Bharat was unearthed and the
         Indian Mujahideen module was neutralized in the Batla House encounter on 19 September 2008. Barely two months later, the gruesome
         attack in Mumbai on 26 November 2008 by ten LeT gunmen, the subsequent arrest of Ajmal Kasab, one of the attackers, and the telephone intercepts of the communication between Pakistani
         handlers and the rampaging terrorists showed that terrorist groups were part of the arsenal used by Pakistan to strategically
         contain India. These acts of terror exploded the myth that the Indian youth was insulated from the global terrorism phenomenon
         and had little time for extremism.
      

      
      This book focuses on the rise of indigenous Islamist fundamentalism in India, now spearheaded by the Indian Mujahideen, and
         the parallel growth of home-grown Islamic jihadists since Hindu radicals demolished the Babri Masjid in 1992. The communal
         riots post the 1992 incident, the rise of the Students Islamic Movement of India (SIMI) and the mutation of a section of aspiring
         Muslim youth into terrorists with the help of forces across the border is the purview of the book. The story of home-grown
         jihadists would have been skewed had it not been for the testimonies of David Coleman Headley and Sarfaraz Nawaz alias Surfur
         Nawaz on the involvement of the Pakistan Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), top LeT leadership, the Al Qaida and the Karachi
         Project, whose demon child the Indian Mujahideen is. This book is the first-ever attempt to link up jihadists all over India
         and trace their linkages with terrorists based in countries like Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, the United Arab Emirates,
         Oman, Yemen and Saudi Arabia.
      

      
      Since terrorism is a hard subject to deal with, there are no extrapolations of events or editorial liberties in the text;
         the subject is confronted without any soft peddling on the issue in the name of majority or minority religion. With little
         knowledge on the Indian Mujahideen available in the public domain, other than statements made by senior police officials,
         this book charts the individual journeys and the experiences of these extremists who are now in high-security prisons all over the country. It
         studies the backgrounds, and socio-economic and political factors that turned these educated Muslim youth into extremists,
         without justifying the cause. The task is like working one’s way through a labyrinth with hundreds of jihadist groups, thousands
         of individuals and their multiple aliases. There are many loose ends and not every action or link comes to fruition. There
         is no single yardstick, formula or equation to judge the course of events in the Indian jihadist movement, but the underlying
         theme is insecurity and basic survival – emotions that have been exploited by handlers across the country and will continue
         to be toyed with unless the Indian political leadership insulates terrorism from politics. This story has been constructed
         on the basis of several interviews with top political leaders, police and intelligence chiefs, bureaucrats, diplomats, former
         SIMI activists and officials, as well as my experiences covering events like the Babri Masjid demolition, the Kargil war,
         the hijacking of flight IC-814, the 9/11 attacks, the attack on Parliament on 13 December 2001, the mobilization of Operation
         Parakram, the 26/11 blitz attacks in Mumbai and the bomb blasts that took place in various parts of the country intermittently.
         All the interviews, unless specifically mentioned, were conducted on the condition of anonymity. I read and analysed interrogation
         reports of arrested terrorists, intelligence inputs, the charge sheets filed in all the bomb blast cases involving the Indian
         Mujahideen and the National Investigation Agency’s report on David Coleman Headley’s interrogation in Chicago in June 2010
         to get to the truth. In order to verify the claims made by the interviewees and in the reports, I visited Azamgarh, Indore,
         Bhopal, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Varanasi, Lucknow, Pune, Bhatkal and Hyderabad.
      

      
      This book attempts to study the motivations of the Indian Mujahideen and other jihadists operating in India and how religion
         was deliberately misinterpreted by vested interests and subversives to justify violence in the country. Contrary to public
         belief, the rise of the Indian Mujahideen has little to do with religion and is better interpreted as an act of revenge against
         perceived threats and biases towards the minority community. So the solution, particularly in India, lies not with the religious
         clerics, but economic development, good governance, better infrastructure, more security and superior investigative tools
         that avoid harassment of the innocent at the hands of law enforcement agencies. It is this harassment, bullying and insecurity
         that sowed the seeds of home-grown jihad, with external forces ever ready to nurture the poison ivy and encourage it to strike
         its own people. With the Indian ulemas, particularly those affiliated to Darul Uloom in Deoband, Uttar Pradesh, openly coming
         out against terrorism in 2008, it is incumbent on the internal security establishment to adopt a more proactive posture to
         pre-empt terrorists. The Indian fight against terrorism is going to be a long one till such time as Pakistan stabilizes and
         democracy triumphs over the present military dictatorship that is governing the country under the facade of ruling feudal
         political families.
      

      
      This book would not have been possible had it not been for those numerous officials and political leaders who not only showed
         the way forward but also shared their perceptions and analyses with me despite knowing that the organizations they headed
         could also come under the scanner of this book. I am obliged to them for making the Indian jihadist scene more transparent
         and also providing clarifications on the past, present and future of these terrorists.
      

      
      I would like to thank Mr Stavan Desai, senior assistant editor, the Hindustan Times, for helping me out with collecting information relating to Indian jihadist movement and discussing the tricky topic with
         me till the end to remove any misconceptions and anomalies.
      

      
      My discussions with Mr Navtej Sarna, Indian Ambassador to Israel; and publisher and senior editor Nandita Aggarwal, who cut
         through the jargon and redirected my focus on the Indian Mujahideen, were invaluable and I appreciate their insight and help.
      

      
      Lastly, I want to thank my dear wife Dr Shailja Vaidya Gupta, son Aditya Vikram, daughter Anukriti Gaura and pug Kiki for
         bearing with my normally cranky self and for all their support. The faults and mistakes in this book are mine alone.
      

      
      Shishir Gupta

      
      5 May 2011

   
CHAPTER ONE 

Introduction – The Road to Azamgarh

The narrow Uttar Pradesh state highway connecting Varanasi’s Babatpur airport to Azamgarh city is 98 km long and meanders down
         lush green fields of paddy and maize with rural and semi-urban chaos choking the road on both sides. Bereft of any industrial
         activity, the populace on this major arterial road survives on subsistence farming with typical small holdings, which are
         accompanied with high population density and large-scale rural unemployment. Just 20 km short of Azamgarh is a police checkpost
         where the road bifurcates, the left arm leading to Phulpur town and onwards to the state capital Lucknow. The highway itself
         terminates some 250 km after passing through Azamgarh city at the Sunauli border with the currently politically-unstable Nepal.
         The border crossing is manned by paramilitary forces on both sides but people and animals can cross freely either way. Indian
         mobile phone services, much to the chagrin of the state police, can be accessed by anyone up to 9 km inside Nepal courtesy the 400 or so powerful communication towers erected along the border.
      

      
      The rural scene on the Phulpur road is no different except for newly constructed madrasas dotting the landscape with white,
         skull-capped youth sometimes traversing on the mudbanks of paddy fields to reach the road. The high population density, which
         is quite visible in Azamgarh district, virtually spills on to the road to Phulpur with the government, barring a few newly
         constructed police posts, remarkably missing from action. In Fariya, one of the first villages on this road, the mud houses
         with thatched roofs are a stark contrast to gleaming multi-storeyed mansions that reek of NRI remittances from the Middle
         East, particularly from Dubai and Saudi Arabia. The neighbouring villages of Sarai Mir and Sanjarpur are also marked with
         an inordinately large number of banks and money-exchangers as well as the open drains, pit toilets and filth that are ubiquitous
         in small-town Uttar Pradesh or any Indian village for that matter. The rapidly growing Sarai Mir village, enviously called
         mini-Dubai by Azamgarh and Varanasi dwellers, has in the past sent many a youth, including mafia don Abu Salem, on trains
         to Mumbai and flights to distant Dubai. It was also home to many of the contract killers in the Mumbai underworld, one of
         whom was responsible for gunning down film and music producer Gulshan Kumar in 1997, and to the in-laws of Anees Ibrahim,
         a Pakistan-based mafia don and UN-designated global terrorist Dawood Ibrahim’s brother. Today, both Sarai Mir and Sanjarpur
         are notorious as those back-of-beyond villages where money from Dubai and Saudi Arabia and the influence of the Mumbai underworld
         meet the already radicalized or agitated minds of local Muslim youth and encourage them to militate against the Indian state. It is the place where the Shahid Badr Falahi-led ultra-conservative SIMI, originally a student wing
         of the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind (JIH) floated on 25 April 1977 in Aligarh, partly mutated into the Indian Mujahideen terrorist
         group with Azamgarh native Mohammed Sadique Israr Ahmad Shaikh as its leading light in the past decade. It is perhaps an indicator
         of the sensitivity of the area that Azamgarh today has a full-fledged anti-terror squad of the Uttar Pradesh police and a
         separate Central Intelligence Bureau operations unit to monitor activity and technical intelligence in the district.
      

      
      Branding the Indian Mujahideen as a purely home-bred jihadist group with a criminal past or as the demon child of the Pakistani
         ISI or the cat’s paw of the pan-Islamic LeT would be rather simplistic and naïve. The intersection of religious radicalization
         and the reaction to it among the majority and the minority communities that has taken place in India in the past two decades,
         and the global turmoil that accompanied the post-9/11 terror attacks are partly responsible for the birth of the Indian Mujahideen.
         Suffice it to say that the group is an unhealthy yet complicated mix of all and is still engaged in subverting young minds
         all over India to further its reactionary agenda. Even though the proscribed SIMI is only a feeder cadre for the Indian Mujahideen
         and not its mother organization, nearly all the top leaders of this proscribed group had associations with this ultra-conservative
         movement in the past and used it as a platform to exchange notes with fellow radicals or subvert the religiously-minded to
         their cause. Thus, it is imperative for us to explore and expose the links between SIMI and the Indian Mujahideen in order
         to understand this terror phenomenon, which has wreaked mayhem in the country post-9/11, leaving hundreds dead and caused property damage running into hundreds of crores of rupees.
      

      
      Apart from the underlying ideology of the Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI) common to both groups, the leaders of SIMI and the Indian
         Mujahideen were influenced by the chain of events that began with the demolition of the Babri Masjid at Ayodhya and reached
         a crescendo in the form of the riots in Gujarat that followed the 27 February 2002 Godhra train-burning incident. The response
         of extremists within SIMI was shaped by perceived Hindu aggressiveness post the Ramjanmabhoomi movement and the ensuing countrywide
         communal riots in the wake of the demolition. Their angst was further heightened by the vacillating Indian political leadership
         that chose not to confront radical Hindu bodies and could not provide security to the minority masses during the riots. The
         2002 riots in Gujarat and the subsequent global shift post-9/11 confirmed the worst fears of the already-radicalized SIMI
         youth. Sure enough, the SIMI leaders only saw their side of the story just as the radicalized Hindu on the other side saw
         red at Muslim appeasement in the Shah Bano case and the gruesome burning of Ayodhya-bound Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) activists
         in the S-6 second-class compartment of the Sabarmati Express by Muslim conspirators at Godhra. Actually, both sides were victims
         of political half-truths.
      

      
      The origins of the Indian Mujahideen jihadist are deeply rooted neither in a lofty ideological basis nor in the virtual inaction
         of the Indian political leadership to bring the culprits to book. While the SIMI leadership had hailed Al Qaida leader Osama
         bin Laden as a ‘true mujahid’ in its meetings and advocated the cause of pan-Islamic brotherhood with the Holy Quran as their
         sole source of strength, the Indian Mujahideen broke away and resorted to direct action with the help of the criminal mafia in Dubai, Karachi, Saudi Arabia, Mumbai and Kolkata who, in turn, were
         pawns or affiliates of Pakistan-based terror groups and the ISI. This was corroborated by David Coleman Headley’s testimony
         to the National Investigation Agency (NIA) in June 2010 while in the custody of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
         Headley provided the first insight into the ISI–LeT orchestrated Karachi set-up, which trained the Indian Mujahideen operatives
         in sabotage and subversion and then wreaked havoc in India. Given the global aversion to jihad post-9/11 and the Indian response
         of mobilizing its armed forces to its western borders after the 13 December 2001 attack on Parliament by Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed
         (JeM) and LeT terrorists, the Indian Mujahideen also gave the much-needed deniability to its mentors across the borders in
         Rawalpindi and Karachi. Between the shoot-out at the American Center in Kolkata on 23 January 2002 and the bomb explosion
         at the German Bakery in Pune on 13 February 2010, the Indian Mujahideen was involved in a number of serial bomb blasts in
         India. The group also claimed responsibility for the firing at the Jama Masjid in Delhi on 19 September 2010 and the explosion
         in Varanasi on 7 December 2010. Often using militant and hardline SIMI cadre for local support and logistics, the Indian Mujahideen
         terrorists, as is now evident, were given targets by its leaders who were in direct touch with their handlers across the border.
         With nearly all known Indian Mujahideen operatives educated outside madrasas and some with technical backgrounds, the subversives
         were able to quietly network with its members and sleeper cells all across India without increasing their radar profiles.
         This was one of the reasons, apart from their fixation with the LeT and JeM and their reliance on technical intelligence rather
         than human intelligence on ground, that Indian security agencies took an inordinately long time in investigating the serial
         blasts and bringing the perpetrators to justice even though the Indian Mujahideen was audacious enough to send rabid e-mails
         to the authorities and the media minutes before the bombs exploded in major Indian cities.
      

      
      The Indian Mujahideen is not solely a manifestation of the Indian Muslim’s angst against the political leadership or representative
         of the majority sentiments of minority youth in the country. But it is an alarm bell for the political leadership for it is
         symptomatic of the poor governance and non-accountability that pervades Indian society and nudges the poor and politically
         disempowered to take to violence. First the SIMI and then the Indian Mujahideen was brainwashed into action in the name of
         jihad only after there was a perceived threat from an aggressive majority community and pent-up fury due to inaction on the
         part of the government to deliver justice. This is evident from the interrogation reports of the incarcerated Indian Mujahideen
         troopers who lost faith in the system that did not deliver justice. Nearly all Indian Mujahideen operatives were impressionable
         teens, either when the Ramjanmabhoomi temple movement swept across the country and resulted in the destruction of the Babri
         Masjid or, later, when riots took place in Gujarat immediately after the Godhra incident. Once the radicalized boys were convinced
         that they could not get justice from the political masters, they were even more susceptible to being manipulated by their
         handlers in Pakistan and Dubai and used as cannon fodder against their own countrymen.
      

      
      The Indian Mujahideen strikes in the past decade have been brutal and targeted against the majority community as if to teach them a lesson. Given the fact that they struck at religious places like the Sankat Mochan temple at Varanasi betrays
         the larger design to disrupt communal harmony in the country and provoke a reaction from Hindu fundamentalists. While they
         did not succeed in widening the communal divide, the serial bomb blasts did goad Hindu extremists to react: the attacks on
         the Ajmer Sharif dargah and Hyderabad’s Makkah Masjid in 2007, and Malegaon, Maharashtra, in 2008, were the handiwork of reactionary
         Hindu fundamentalists. The Maharashtra anti-terror squad (ATS) has charged fourteen persons including Lieutenant Colonel Prasad
         Srikant Purohit, Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur and others affliated with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) in the past for
         their role in the Malegaon blasts. After another Hindu zealot Naba Kumar Sarkar alias Swami Aseemanand, a close associate
         of Purohit, confessed to the involvement of radicals in the Makkah Masjid and Samjhauta Express bombings on 18 December 2010,
         the NIA is joining the dots and corroborating it with evidence on ground. Initial police investigations had revealed that
         the material for the Samjhauta bomb was purchased from Indore, Madhya Pradesh – a hotbed of both SIMI activism and Hindu radicalism.
         The Maharashtra police is also set to reopen the case relating to the 2006 bomb blast in Malegaon, which, till last December,
         was attributed to Islamist groups.
      

      
      Even though the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), India’s right-wing main opposition party, contests the blanket terror tag applied
         to Hindu organizations with which these militants were once affliated, and the ruling Congress party, on the other hand, uses
         the term ‘saffron terror’ to describe them, the threat from these ultra-right-wing organizations is very serious and can in
         no way be described as stray incidents by misguided groups. Similarly, there are many in the minority community who believe in wild conspiracy theories, often floated by their religious or local
         political leaders, that SIMI has been unfairly targeted to brand the entire Muslim community in India as radical and extremist,
         and dismiss the serial bomb blasts in India as a manifestation of Muslim youth’s anger against the injustice meted out to
         them. This reasoning is as naïve as the misguided or reactionary Hindu youth’s. A former SIMI member, who is on bail and has
         been quite public about his views, has been openly canvassing that SIMI was just a religious movement and was unfairly targeted.
         This SIMI office-bearer was arrested in New Delhi on the same day as Shahid Badr Falahi. Talk to him off the record and he
         is in total denial about SIMI activists being the feeder cadre for the Indian Mujahideen. He also comes up with wild theories
         that suggest burning the train compartment at Godhra was a Hindu conspiracy, the Indian Mujahideen is a creation of India’s
         Intelligence Bureau, and the 9/11 terror attack was perpetrated by the Israeli Mossad to defame the Arab nations. The only
         person that this activist is unsure about is SIMI secretary general Safdar Nagori and the path Nagori took the cadre on after
         the group was banned in 2001, as he was in Tihar Jail at the time. Muslim youth or, for that matter, any Indian youth may
         feel aggrieved about a number of things and legitimately so but there is nothing innocent about the SIMI cadre who morphed
         into Indian Mujahideen or went to Pakistan for arms and explosives training to avenge the demolition of the Babri Masjid or
         the Gujarat riots. This is not to say that every SIMI member was a militant, but the fact remains that a significant section
         of its cadre was radicalized, thus putting the credibility of the whole community at stake by mixing up with forces inimical
         to their own country.
      

      
      The modus operandi of the handlers and foot soldiers of the Indian Mujahideen before each strike, and the police interviews
         and charge sheets filed in court provide deep insight into the meticulous planning that went into preparing for the attacks.
         Once the mentors decided to target a particular city, the bombers conducted reconnaissance of the area and chose places that
         would result in the maximum destruction of life, limb and property. Operating on a need-to-know basis, each Indian Mujahideen
         module was allocated a specific task allowing no intersection with other modules or sleeper cells operating in the same city.
         The bombers did not know who the bomb makers were and where the supply of explosives came from. Their use of computer technology
         – at least two members studied website hacking, wireless hacking and application hacking at the E2 Labs in Hyderabad and hacked
         into insecure Wi-Fi internet zones to send e-mails before the blasts – and the fact that they used PCOs and cyber cafés in
         remote locations, instead of mobile phones, to keep in touch with their mentors in Dubai and Pakistan suggests that the group
         was tech-savvy and trained to be discreet.
      

      
      The story of the Indian Mujahideen is not just limited to Sanjarpur or Sarai Mir, where the majority of the bombers came from,
         but also takes place in Mumbai, Pune, Bhatkal, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Kolkata and Kerala. The founding members – Amir Raza
         Khan alias Muttaki alias Rizwan, Mohammed Sadique Israr Shaikh, Abdus Subhan Usman Qureshi alias Kasim alias Tauqeer alias
         Haji Sahab alias Subhan Qureshi, Riyaz Bhatkal alias Shah Riyaz Ahmed Mohammed Ismail Shahbandri alias Chhota Bhai, and Iqbal
         Bhatkal alias Iqbal Shahbandri alias Bada Bhai alias Muhammed – crossed each other’s paths first in Kolkata and then in Mumbai
         and built a team for jihadist action against India. As of today, except for the incarcerated Sadique Sheikh, three are believed to be in Pakistan and part of the ISI-sponsored Karachi
         set-up. The present whereabouts of Abdus Subhan Qureshi are unknown; he was last spotted in Nepal in early 2010. All of them
         apparently had reasons for hurting India. Amir Raza Khan wanted to avenge the death of his brother Asif Raza Khan, killed
         in a police encounter in Rajkot district in 2001. Before he became part of the Indian Mujahideen, he formed the Asif Raza
         Commando Force and attacked the American Center in Kolkata. The remaining four wanted revenge for perceived atrocities on
         Indian Muslims, which began with the demolition of the Babri Masjid, the 1992–93 riots that changed the demography of Mumbai
         and the subsequent Gujarat riots of 2002. Iqbal Bhatkal was instrumental in brainwashing other Indian Mujahideen members by
         preaching his own radical interpretation of jihad as mentioned in the holy book and inculcating hatred for the Hindu community.
         Together, they planned and executed the serial bomb blasts, with the ISI directing the show and providing financial support
         and logistics from Pakistan or through Nepal and Bangladesh.
      

      
      The Indian Mujahideen activity in India took a massive blow after their key leader Mohammed Atif Amin of Sanjarpur was killed
         in an encounter at Batla House in Jamia Nagar, New Delhi, with the Delhi Police on 19 September 2008. This was followed by
         large-scale arrests, putting thirty-seven Indian Mujahideen extremists behind bars. But jihadists returned to India on 26
         November 2008 when ten Pakistani LeT gunmen massacred 173 people at various locations all over Mumbai including the Taj and
         Trident hotels, Nariman House, Leopold Café, Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus and Cama Hospital. There is now ample evidence to indicate that even this attack would have been blamed on home-grown jihadists had Ajmal Amir Kasab,
         one of the gunmen, not been arrested and security agencies not intercepted communication between terrorists and their mentors.
         The rabid e-mail sent by the 26/11 attackers to newspaper offices, the fake identity cards found on the bodies of terrorists
         and the claims of the ‘Deccan Mujahideen’, taking responsibility of the Mumbai attack, suggest a larger conspiracy. Although
         over two years have passed since the dastardly attack and the Mumbai police and security agencies swear that there was no
         local involvement in the massacre, the Bombay High Court on 21 February 2011 acquitted alleged Indian co-conspirators Sabauddin
         Ahmed and Fahim Ansari, who had conducted reconnaissance of Mumbai’s iconic buildings on the directions of LeT leaders, for
         want of corroborative evidence. While the Maharashtra government plans to appeal against the acquittal of Ansari and Ahmed
         in the Supreme Court, security agencies are still working to unearth the local angle in the 26/11 attack in the light of David
         Headley’s revelations.
      

      
      The intense global pressure on Pakistan post-26/11 and alert Indian security agencies ensured that 2009 was trouble free on
         the internal security front with no major incident. This created a false sense of security as the Indian home ministry believed
         that the Indian Mujahideen had been wiped out. But the blast at the German Bakery in Pune on 13 February 2010 with the Indian
         Mujahideen signature rudely awoke the Indian establishment. The subsequent arrest of Salman Ahmad, resident of Sanjarpur,
         from the Indo-Nepal border on 6 March 2010 by the Uttar Pradesh police confirmed the worst – the Indian Mujahideen was alive;
         the handlers were the same, only the foot-soldiers were new. David Coleman Headley also confirmed to the NIA that the Karachi Project was still on and the terror apparatus aimed
         at India was still functioning in Pakistan.
      

      
      Even though Pakistan continues to deny that there are jihadist groups based within its borders that are targeting India, it
         is evident from the investigations into the 26/11 attack that LeT’s terrorist training camps do exist in different parts of
         the country under the ISI’s active patronage. While David Headley substantiated it, New Delhi had arrested jihadists who claimed
         during interrogation to have been trained by ISI majors and colonels or were in touch with them regarding future targets after
         completing their weapons and explosives course under the watchful eye of top LeT leaders in Karachi, Muridke, Baluchistan
         and Muzaffarabad. Almost all the top Indian Mujahideen operatives were brought to these camps via Bangladesh or Dubai with
         the help of Riyaz and Iqbal Bhatkal or Amir Raza Khan. Though it is difficult to reconstruct the chain of events on the Pakistan
         side, one can make a considered assessment from the statements of these jihadists during interrogation that were confirmed
         by investigating authorities. The name of Muzammil Butt alias Yousuf alias Abu Hurera alias Mohammed Muzammil, a close associate
         of LeT chief Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi and commander for India-centric operations, features in the charge sheet filed by the Delhi
         Police in the case of the serial blasts in the city on the eve of Diwali in 2005. Butt and Pakistan-based LeT terrorist leader
         Azam Cheema alias Baba from Bhawalpur in south Punjab were also charged by Indian law enforcement agencies with planning and
         executing the serial bombings in local Mumbai trains in July 2006, which left 202 dead and hundreds maimed or seriously injured.
         The serial bomb blasts in Bengaluru in July 2008, and the subsequent investigations and arrests exposed the nexus between the Indian Mujahideen’s Riyaz Bhatkal and the separate, albeit
         parallel, LeT network that financially supported its Kerala–Andhra Pradesh module. The funds and logistics for the Bengaluru
         blasts were arranged by top LeT commander Rashid Abdullah alias Rehan alias Abdul Aziz alias Wali through a rich Oman-based
         sympathizer of the terrorist group. Based in Faisalabad, Pakistan, this key Lashkar commander reports to Muzammil Butt and
         was in Muzaffarabad when the 26/11 attackers were being trained in commando assault techniques. This clearly indicates a pan-Islamic
         network of jihadists operating out of Pakistan and certain West Asian countries, a ‘Muslim brotherhood’ that feeds on puritan
         Islam as practised by Wahabbis and Salafis and promotes the cause of jihad against non-Muslims but has no qualms in killing
         even their own. How else can one explain the common desire of five jihadists from the backwaters of Kerala to cross into Pakistan
         for weapons training with the LeT through the Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) border? Four of them were killed by the security forces
         on the Line of Control in Kashmir and the fifth is serving a sentence in jail.
      

      
      While the aim of this book is to recount the story of the Indian Mujahideen from its controversial birth to its last-known
         terror attack, it is the future threat the group presents that is a matter of concern for India. With a large number of SIMI
         sympathizers in the country and hundreds of militants trained or being trained in sabotage and subversion across the border
         in the name of atrocities on Muslims in India, the threat is omnipresent. There is, however, a redeeming factor as far as
         the Indian Mujahideen cadre is concerned, and an opportunity for the Indian leadership and security agencies to seize. Interrogation
         reports of the arrested Indian Mujahideen terrorists and charge sheets filed in the various bomb blasts indicate that barring the hardcore SIMI sympathizers,
         most foot soldiers did not have a fundamentalist bent of mind. In fact, they were first segregated and then brainwashed by
         the core Indian Mujahideen founders to seek revenge for the destruction of the Babri Masjid, the Godhra incident and other
         communal flare-ups in the 1990s that they either witnessed or experienced. It is evident that these boys were neither interested
         in the JeI ideology of seeking political power through the propagation of Islam nor in converting India from Dar-ul-Harb,
         the land of war, into Dar-ul-Islam, the land of Islam; they were simply out to avenge perceived atrocities. Not all jeans-wearing
         and pizza-eating youngsters were wedded to the SIMI cause of putting Islam before India; some like Mohammed Saif, who converted
         Salman Ahmad to the Indian Mujahideen cause, wanted to become famous and were happy seeing their names and photographs flashed
         on TV news channels. It is another matter that the group was happy to see blood spilled on Indian streets and celebrated the
         2008 Ahmedabad blasts and was disappointed when multiple bombs fitted with faulty digital timers failed to explode in Surat
         the next day.
      

      
      It is time both the majority and minority communities in India realized that growing attacks on each other are gradually tearing
         apart the secular fabric of our country. Religious leaders on both sides should be engaged by civil society to ensure that
         extremism is not taught in the name of defending religion and the political leadership should improve governance, particularly
         in minority-dominated areas, to avoid adding discrimination to the already-existing insecurities. The key to this is to improve
         education of the minority community by offering financial aid to madrasas, thus ensuring that these schools are not influenced by funding from devious sources with ulterior motives. Better
         education definitely leads to better jobs within or outside the country, instead of menial labour in the Gulf or West Asia,
         where most of the Indian Mujahideen cadre were subverted. Parents, too, should be encouraged to keep a close watch on the
         activities of their school- or college-going children so that they are not taken unawares as in the case of the Batla House
         encounter where none of the parents in the Azamgarh group of the Indian Mujahideen knew that their sons were involved in terrorist
         activities. The most important point, however, is for the government of the day to ensure that there is no place for communal
         riots in the country or the currently ISI-propped home-grown jihadist movement may become self-sustaining in the future and
         cause havoc in society.
      

   
      
      CHAPTER TWO

      
      Babri Trigger and SIMI Tinderbox

      
      On the cold and foggy morning of 10 January 2001, a Delhi Police beat constable noticed a sticker bearing the SIMI monogram,
         pasted near the guard post of the SRK hostel of Jamia Millia Islamia University in Okhla. The monogram depicted three mosques
         – Masjid Qurtaba in Spain, Masjid Babri in Ayodhya and Masjid Al Aqsa in Jerusalem – with a cross (to represent Christianity),
         a swastika (for Hinduism) and a star (for Judaism) respectively, and the Hindi translation of the Quranic Aayat No. 2: 114
         – ‘Person who prevents people from offering Namaz and damage mosques is the cruelest [sic] man.’ A case of communal incitement
         was registered at the New Friends Colony police station on 19 May 2001, stating that the intention of the sticker was to provoke
         Muslims to strive to ‘liberate’ these three mosques. This led to the arrest of Dr Shahid Badr Falahi, SIMI president, on 28
         September 2001, a day after the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government imposed a ban on the organization under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. The ban also affirmed that the government’s and
         people’s tolerance for overt seditious activities and statements had decreased, particularly since the bombing of the twin
         towers on 11 September 2001.
      

      
      While Falahi was arrested holding a press conference at C-151/9, Zakir Nagar, a number of SIMI activists slipped out during
         the raid on its headquarters in south Delhi. The police identified them as Abdullah Danish, Hanif Sheikh, Abdus Subhan (editor,
         Islamic Movement), and Shahbaz Hussain alias Shanno (editor, Tahreek and press secretary, SIMI), and declared them ‘proclaimed offenders’. Of these, Abdus Subhan Qureshi, a software engineer
         from Mumbai, gained notoriety later as the alleged bomb maker for the Indian Mujahideen and the key organizer of the 2008
         Ahmedabad serial bomb blasts. Among others who were declared proclaimed offenders was Safdar Nagori, secretary general of
         SIMI and chief editor of its Hindi magazine, who, in an April 2001 interview to a prominent English newsmagazine, had openly
         admitted that he eulogized Al Qaida chief Osama bin Laden but had no regard for either Mahatma Gandhi or Jawaharlal Nehru.
         Stating that he was bitter about being an ‘Indian’, Nagori said: ‘We Muslims, and not just SIMI, do not recognize leaders
         as ideals. There is only one true Lord, one true Ideal.’ He admitted that they were playing speeches of Qazi Hussain Ahmed
         of the Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan in SIMI meetings and conferences all over India through telephones as the radical leader wanted
         them to take Islam to non-Muslims. Nagori also suggested that if the RSS continued putting pressure on the minority community
         in India, Muslims would have no choice but to take to arms. Nagori even resented former prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru for encouraging Muslims to recognize Ghulam Ahmed Qadiani, considered a heretic or Kafir by Sunni Muslims
         for having founded the Ahmadiyya sect, as a prophet. The former SIMI secretary general evaded the law for nearly seven years
         after his organization was declared unlawful and was arrested on 27 March 2008 in Pritampur, Madhya Pradesh. Nagori was also
         charged in cases related to the Ahmedabad serial blasts. There is a general belief even among SIMI activists or sympathizers
         that it was Nagori who radicalized the entire organization towards jihad and pushed them into taking arms. Out on bail, former
         SIMI president Shahid Falahi said in an interview to a news website on 10 February 2010 that he had appointed Nagori secretary
         general and that Nagori was not responsible for any illegal activities while they were together. He, however, said that he
         had no idea about Nagori’s actions when he (Falahi) was incarcerated in 2001. Shahid Falahi may have covered for Nagori but
         then he was no different in encouraging inflammatory and seditious speeches and motivating other SIMI activists to join the
         jihad against non-Muslims. An example of the extent of SIMI’s radicalization is evident from an affidavit filed by Shishu
         Ranjan Pal, deputy inspector general of police, intelligence, West Bengal, before the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Tribunal
         on 11 May 2010. The affidavit describes a SIMI convention held on 24 September 2001 at Grant Hall, Berhampur, Murshidabad
         district, West Bengal. The convention, organized under the banner ‘Kuno Ansar Allah Abhijaan’, was attended by some 2000 SIMI
         workers including Shahid Badr Falahi. It says: ‘Shahid Badr Falahi, among others, addressed the gathering, supporting the
         terrorist attack on America on 11 September 2001 and trenchantly criticized the Government of India for supporting the American
         campaign against terrorism. All the speakers appreciated the activities of Osama bin Laden, the messiah of Islam, and urged Muslims
         to fight jihad against non-Muslims unitedly in every corner of the country.’ The affidavit goes on to say that speakers demanded
         that Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and Home Minister L.K. Advani be tried for the demolition of the Babri Masjid and
         branded them as terrorists. ‘The SIMI speakers warned against alleged killing of Muslims in Kashmir. Slogans were raised against
         America, Vajpayee, Advani and in support of cow slaughtering and proposed ban using amplifiers for azaan. The [SIMI] members
         were systematically incited with provocative speeches into frenzy,’ said the senior police officer. A case of incitement and
         spreading communal hatred was registered on 27 September 2001 by the Berhampur police and twenty-three people were arrested
         as SIMI was banned by the NDA government on the same day. Shahid Badr Falahi, who had moved to Delhi from Berhampur after
         delivering the inflammatory speech, was arrested the next day in Zakir Nagar by the Delhi Police.
      

      
      THE BEGINNING

      
      SIMI was founded on 25 April 1977 in Aligarh by its first president Mohammed Ahmadullah Siddiqui, who later on migrated to
         the United States and became a professor of English and journalism at Western Illinois University. Even though it was formed
         as a student wing of the JIH, there were soon differences between the mother organization and its young affiliate, particularly
         regarding the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979. Matters came to a head when SIMI activists protested against Palestinian
         Liberation Organization (PLO) chairman Yasser Arafat’s visit to India in 1981 and greeted him with black flags in New Delhi. SIMI saw Arafat as a Western puppet but for JIH he was a champion of the
         Palestinian cause and its people. SIMI’s overt support for Hamas in its fight against Israel and admiration for its founder
         Sheikh Ahmed Yassin were yet another ground for alienation between the mentor and the protégé. JIH formed its own Students’
         Islamic Organization (SIO) in 1982 as it found SIMI was too radical to handle. SIMI subsequently affiliated itself to the
         World Assembly of Muslim Youth, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and the International Islamic Federation of Students’ Organization,
         Kuwait, and also received considerable moral and financial support from the Chicago-based Consultative Committee of Indian
         Muslims. In 1993, seething over the demolition of the Babri Masjid, SIMI declared its stated objectives as:
      

      
      
         	
            Governing human life on the basis of the Holy Quran

         

         	
            Propagation of Islam

         

         	
            Jihad for the cause of Islam

         

         	
            Destruction of nationalism and establishment of Islamic Rule or Caliphate

         

      

      
      It was between 1996 and 2001 that the SIMI leadership first launched a national movement to mobilize support for Caliphate
         rule for the Muslim community and dabbled with militant and secessionist groups in Jammu and Kashmir. While advocating self-determination
         for Kashmir, SIMI is alleged to have sent its activists for weapons training with the Hizbul Mujahideen, a proscribed terrorist
         outfit based in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). Within a short time, SIMI, feeding on the insecurities of the minority community,
         expanded to nearly 400 ansars (full-time activists) and over 20,000 ikhwans (regular members), with networks in important cities from Uttar Pradesh to Kerala. Its
         ideology was based on JeI founder Maulana Abul Ala Maududi’s writings, particularly the 13 April 1939 ‘Jihad Fee Sabillah’
         (Jihad in Islam) address at Lahore. ‘In reality Islam is a revolutionary ideology and programme which seeks to alter the social
         order of the whole world and rebuild it in conformity with its own tenets and ideals. “Muslims” is the title of that International
         Revolutionary Party organized by Islam to carry into effect its revolutionary programme. And “Jihad” refers to that revolutionary
         struggle and utmost exertion which the Islamic Party brings into play to achieve this objective.’ This extremist ideology
         urges the Ummah to capture state power: ‘…for an evil system takes root and flourishes under the patronage of an evil government
         and a pious cultural order can never be established until the authority of government is wrested from the wicked and transferred
         into the hands of reformers.’ The organization was also influenced by writings of Egyptian intellectuals Hasan al Banna, who
         founded the Muslim Brotherhood, and Sayyid Qutub, who advocated against decadent Western culture and whose writings influenced
         the present Al Qaida leadership.
      

      
      Maududi’s writings on the status of dhimmis, non-believers under the protection of an Islamic government, in his 1939 essay
         makes it amply clear that SIMI was bred on an extremist and fundamentalist interpretation of Islam. This religious interpretation
         is close to the ideology of the Taliban, dominant on the Afghanistan–Pakistan border, who imbibed Wahabbi ultra-conservative
         influences from Arabs fighting the Soviets and then participated in the Afghan civil war in the last part of the twentieth
         century. Maududi says: ‘For instance, as soon as the Ummah of Islam captures state power it will ban all forms of business prosecuted on the basis of usury or interest; it will
         not permit practice of gambling; it will curb all forms of business and financial dealings which are forbidden by Islamic
         law… It will make it obligatory for non-Muslim women to observe the minimum standards of modesty…’
      

      
      The growing radicalization of SIMI, however, also coincided with the wave of Hindu fundamentalism that swept across the country,
         particularly the Hindu heartland, during the Ramjanmabhoomi movement in the 1990s with militant activists of the VHP and the
         Bajrang Dal displaying equally belligerent behaviour towards the minority community. Both Shahid Falahi and Safdar Nagori
         openly accused the Indian political leadership of discrimination and bias towards the Hindu radical groups that were targeting
         the minority community through bomb blasts and aggressive behaviour. ‘When the Muslim voice is muffled, when we are fired
         upon and killed, like at Kanpur, when you find the Sangh Parivar making statements that the [Ram] mandir will be built by
         March 2002 at Ayodhya, then I can say Muslims will not take it lying down. And I am not too sure of the consequences,’ Safdar
         Nagori said in an interview in 2001. The remnant SIMI leadership now believes that their organization was selectively banned
         and targeted while Hindu extremist groups like Abhinav Bharat, accused of the Malegaon blasts in 2008, were not proscribed.
         There is obviously an element of truth in this, except that the Hindu groups advocate Hindu nationalism that is closely identified
         with a larger ‘Bharat’, but SIMI does not believe in the nation state, only in the Islamic state. Both represent the views
         and aspirations of a minuscule section of society as the majority of the people in India are reluctant to advertise their
         religious views on the streets and are struggling daily for survival and peace. Yet both these diametrically opposite extremist groups
         became self-appointed protectors of their religions by putting the fear of the other into the heart of their respective communities.
      

      
      It is not that there was unanimity within the SIMI leadership on taking to arms or extremism but there appeared to be genuine
         insecurity and anger among the minority community after the demolition of the Babri Masjid and the post-Godhra riots in Gujarat.
         We get glimpses of the raging debate within SIMI on what the response of the Indian Muslims ought to be in alleged disclosures
         made by Qayamuddin Kapadia, Vadodara resident and one of the main accused in the 2008 Ahmedabad serial blasts. Talk to SIMI
         leaders off the record and they blame Safdar Nagori for making the organization militant and for associating with extremist
         forces outside India. Kapadia, who joined SIMI in 2003, found the organization split into two factions – the moderate faction
         headed by Shahid Falahi and the militant group led by Nagori. Kapadia, like other energetic youths, chose the latter. However,
         after Falahi was arrested in 2001 (he was subsequently bailed out in 2004), the Nagori group went underground due to the ban
         and subsequent extensions on SIMI.
      

      
      What happened within SIMI and its offshoots during 2001-08 can be traced through off-the-record discussions with leaders of
         the proscribed organization out on bail, ground workers, interrogation reports of top SIMI leaders and the chain of events
         that took place in the interim. Many SIMI leaders like Shahid Falahi, UP state president Human Ahmed Siddiqui and Mohammed
         Yasin Patel, albeit seething with rage at the demolition of the Babri Masjid, did not take to arms or violence, but there
         were others who turned into terrorists in the name of jihad against non-Muslim India. Ernakulam’s Chaneparambil Mohammed Basheer alias C.A.M. Basheer and Nizamabad’s Azam Ghouri were two such activists whose
         paths crossed in Saudi Arabia with Indian-born Saudi Arabian national and designated terrorist Mahmoud Mohammed Ahmad Bahaziq,
         now the chief financier of the LeT with direct links to the top leaders of the banned group. Basheer and Ghouri went on to
         rock India with a series of bomb blasts in the past two decades.
      

      
      THE SIMI MEN FROM THE SOUTH

      
      Born in 1960, C.A.M. Basheer came from Aluva in the Ernakulam district of Kerala, which, incidentally, was never affected
         by the communal maelstrom that swept India either post-Ayodhya or post-Godhra. Basheer studied at the Aeronautical Engineering
         College in Chalakudy, not far from his hometown, and took a flight training course in Bengaluru before joining work at the
         Sahar International Airport, Mumbai. He had become a member of SIMI in college and became state president in 1987. However,
         it was in Mumbai that Basheer started to advocate violence to end discrimination against Muslims in India. In 1991, Basheer
         quit his job at the airport and joined SIMI full-time when the BJP-led Ramjanmabhoomi movement was at its peak. The same year,
         he helped organize one of SIMI’s largest ever rallies at the Bandra Reclamation ground in Mumbai in which more than 10,000
         SIMI members participated. After the demolition of the Babri Masjid, Basheer joined the ranks of SIMI radicals who were crying
         for revenge. His name first came on the police radar in a terror plot targeting Ahmedabad in 1992 and then again in 1993 in
         association with the serial bombing of trains in north India on the first anniversary of the Babri Masjid demolition.
      

      
      Basheer fled to Saudi Arabia via Dubai after the 1993 Mumbai blasts and joined hands with the main accused, Mumbai underworld
         chief Dawood Ibrahim, who introduced him to the ISI and LeT leadership in Pakistan. Coordinating from Saudi Arabia and the
         Gulf, Basheer started recruiting Muslim Keralite youth for terror training and funding subversive activities. After SIMI was
         banned in 2001, he played a critical role in ensuring funding for terror modules in India through his connections with Dawood
         and Mahmoud Bahaziq in Saudi Arabia. It was Basheer’s financial aid that helped his old SIMI comrade-in-arms Mohammed Saqib
         Nachan plan and execute the 2003 serial bombings in Mulund, Mumbai.
      

      
      In one of his papers, entitled ‘Jihadi Terrorism: The Saudi Connection’, B. Raman, former additional secretary, Research and
         Analysis Wing (RAW), quotes an interrogation report where the Pakistani JeI leadership asked Basheer to send more SIMI members
         for training in the 1980s, and even talks about the plan to synergize SIMI with the International Sikh Youth Federation (ISYF)
         to liberate the Sikhs of Punjab and Kashmiris of J&K. This plan was called ‘K2’ or ‘Khalistan and Kashmir’ and the conspiracy
         was unearthed with the dramatic arrest and subsequent sentencing of ISYF’s Inder Pal Singh from Dadar Railway Station on 16
         July 1992. Court records reveal that Singh was indeed in touch with Basheer, Saqib Nachan and others with the plan to first
         conduct reconnaissance and then target key buildings including the Bombay Stock Exchange. According to Raman, Basheer had
         taken up residence in Saudi Arabia and was guiding the activities of SIMI in India and its branches in the Gulf countries
         under an umbrella organization called the Muslim Defence Force.
      

      
      Mahmoud Bahaziq, who has been declared a terrorist by the UN and whose name figures on the Security Council-mandated 1267
         Al Qaida and Taliban Committee, or simply the 1267 committee, provided financial and logistical support not only to Basheer
         but to fellow SIMI activist Azam Ghouri as well. Ghouri, Dr Jalees Ansari – a Mumbai doctor, and Abdul Karim Tunda – an Uttar
         Pradesh gangster-turned-LeT bomber, were the main accused in the 1993 serial train bombing in Mumbai. Ghouri and Tunda met
         each other in Mumbai even as communal tensions swept across India in 1985. Under the guidance of an ultra-conservative faction
         of Ahl-e-Hadis leaders, the Tanzim Islahul Muslimeen (TIM), an organization committed to the defence of Muslims during communal
         riots, was formed. The new organization trained Muslim youth in unarmed physical combat and stick drills in the minority ghetto
         of Mominpura, Mumbai.
      

      
      Dr Jalees Ansari, a native of Uttar Pradesh, participated in these sessions most enthusiastically. After graduating with an
         MBBS degree from Sion Medical College, Ansari started working as a junior doctor in the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
         but soon got agitated on account of perceived discrimination against Muslims by their Hindu colleagues in Maharashtra. The
         1985 Bhiwandi riots transformed him into a radical and the subsequent demolition of the Babri Masjid goaded him into seeking
         revenge against the Hindus. Under the guidance of Ghouri and Tunda, Ansari set off a series of forty-three explosions in Mumbai,
         Hyderabad and seven other bombings on trains on 6 December 1993. But before Ansari could complete his task of another serial
         bombing the next month, he was arrested by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on 13 January 1994. Tunda and Ghouri
         managed to evade the police and flee.
      

      
      Tunda, born in Pilakhuwa in Ghaziabad district, crossed over to Dhaka, and, under the guidance of LeT chief military commander
         Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi, engineered a series of blasts in Delhi, Rohtak and Jalandhar. He remained active throughout the 1990s
         and based on the interrogation reports of some suspects is now retired and runs a perfumery shop outside the LeT headquarters
         in Muridke. Ghouri on the other hand stayed in Andhra Pradesh till he could travel on a fake passport to Saudi Arabia via
         Pakistan with the help of Bahaziq in 1995. He returned to India in 1998 after training in Pakistan and tried to revive his
         old links to target Hindu leaders and organize terror strikes. While carrying out his business of extortion and killing, Ghouri
         attended a meeting of SIMI in Aurangabad in Maharashtra in November 1999 and formed an outfit called the Indian Muslim Mohammadi
         Mujahideen (IMMM) under the patronage of LeT. Apart from eradicating the pervasive influence of Western culture on India,
         this radical group aimed to ‘liberate’ Hyderabad and Junagadh. The group’s first order of business was to kill Devender Sharma,
         an RSS worker, after which a spate of incidents engineered by this SIMI-sympathizer-turned-militant followed: Bomb blasts
         at a sweatmeats shop owned by an RSS sympathizer in Moghalpura and cinema theatres in Karimnagar and Nanded; and two unexploded
         devices planted near a high security Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) laboratory. After Ghouri was identified
         as IMMM’s commander in LeT’s Kashmir Solidarity Day speech on 6 February 2000, he was tracked down by the Andhra Special Task
         Force (STF) and gunned down in an encounter in Karimnagar.
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