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There are special gold coins to
collect in this book. You will earn
one coin for every chapter you read.

 

Find out what to do with your coins
at the end of the book.
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Banners fly from the walls of King Hugo’s Palace and all Avantia rejoices at Tom’s latest victory. The people worship the snivelling wretch as if he’s their saviour.

 

Well, forgive me if I’m not bowing down. He killed my father Sanpao and drove my mother Kensa from the kingdom.

 

So, in revenge, I’m going to spoil their little party.

 

Soon Avantia will face a Beast like no other.

 

And when they look for their little hero to save their skins, he will be nowhere to be found.

 

Ria
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A FRIEND IN NEED
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“Daltec!”

Elenna crouched beside the wizard. His eyes were closed, but he was breathing. After the battle with Electro the Storm Bird, the young witch Ria had fired a magical ball of energy at Daltec from her winged horse. Moments later, Tom had climbed up behind Ria and they had flown off into the empty desert skies of Pyloris.

“Wake up!” Elenna urged.

One of the desert people came close, kneeling and holding a spiky flower under Daltec’s nose. “It will revive him,” he explained.
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The wizard spluttered and coughed. His eyes opened wide and he sat up.

“The token?” he said weakly. “Where is Electro’s feather?”

“It’s too late,” Elenna told him, pointing into the endless desert. “Tom gave it to Ria! They’ve already gone.”

Daltec’s shoulders slumped. Elenna felt exactly the same way. This was a Quest like no other, for it was the first time she didn’t have Tom at her side. Since donning his enchanted armour, he’d been infected with the blood of Krokol, an ancient Beast. It had turned his soul to Evil and he’d teamed up with their enemy Ria.

Daltec stood up. He seemed to sense Elenna’s misery, and rested his hand on her arm. “There is still Good in him,” he said. “Once we give him Aduro’s antidote, he will be the old Tom again.”

Elenna nodded, trying to heed Daltec’s words. One of the elders of the desert tribe approached them, dressed in ceremonial robes and with a wreath of bones around his forehead.

“You have proved yourselves worthy,” he said, his voice as dry and cracked as the desert wind. “We are free now from the curse of Electro. But there are two more of Krokol’s spawn out there.”

Elenna nodded. When Tanner, Tom’s ancestor, defeated Krokol, the deadly giant was separated into three Beasts. Elenna wasn’t sure why Ria was intent on killing the Beasts, but the fact that she was using Tom to do so made Elenna’s skin crawl. Ria didn’t care about Tom’s life at all, and there was every chance he would be killed doing Ria’s bidding.

Elenna took out a compass and held it on her palm. It belonged to Tom and had helped him on many quests, but Daltec had replaced the needle with a splinter from the helmet of Tom’s enchanted armour. It was tainted by the blood of Krokol too, and would always point to Tom’s location.

The needle spun then came to rest, pointing out across the barren desert. The elder shook his head. “That way leads only to the Bone Sands,” he told them. “None who go that way survive.”

“All the same, we must follow the compass,” Elenna replied. “I’ve got to find my friend.”
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The elder nodded wisely, as though he could sense the determination in Elenna’s heart. They mounted Storm, Elenna taking the reins while Daltec clung on behind. Having said goodbye, she nudged the stallion’s flanks and he broke into a trot.

As they left the shelter of the pyramid of Electro behind, a hot gusting breeze kicked up the sand around them, and Elenna had to tie a cloth over her mouth and nose, squinting her eyes. All she could see was sand, blurring in a heat haze to the horizon.

We’ve got to trust the compass, she told herself. Tom needs me more than he has ever done before. I won’t let him down!
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THE BONE SANDS
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The wind whipped through the red bristles of Ria’s mohawk as Tom sat behind her, his eyes narrowed against the blazing sun. Sweat ran down his face and his ears were filled with the steady flapping of the flying horse’s huge wings.

Below them, the ground sped away, empty of life and scarred by fissures and gaping chasms.

Tom guessed that his new mistress had used the Lightning Staff to travel to Henkrall – where all creatures and people had wings. He wondered if the stallion had been a wild animal, or if she’d stolen it from someone. Not that he really cared. His blood still burned from the battle with Electro. There was nothing like seeing a Beast vanquished!

“You know, Tom,” shouted Ria above the wind, “I expected more of you. If it wasn’t for Elenna’s arrow, you might be dead now.”

“A lucky shot,” he grumbled.

But the mention of Elenna sent a lance of pain through his heart. He found himself thinking of the girl, and her wizard friend. He wondered how they were faring, and why she had saved his life. Old memories drifted to his mind. It wasn’t the first time she’d acted so selflessly. That’s right. She’s my friend…it’s Ria who’s my enemy.

Glancing down, his eyes fell on the green-hilted dagger in Ria’s belt.

All he had to do was take it. Hold it to her throat and force her to land.

He reached out trembling fingers towards the dagger.
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Welcome to
the world of
Beast Quest!

Tom was once an ordinary village
boy, until he travelled to the City, met
King Hugo and discovered his destiny.

Now he is the Master of the Beasts, sworn
to defend Avantia and its people against

Evil. Tom draws on the might of the
al Golden Armour, and is protected
anted to him by the
a.Together with his
loyal companion Elenna, Tom is always
ready to 1 ands and tackle the
enemies of the realm.

While there’s blood in his veins,
Tom will never give up the
Quest...
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