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“Charles Billingsley has been leading people into a deeper sense of devotion and a lifestyle of worship. Now, you can be encouraged daily by the Word and by Charles through this daily devotional.”


Ed Stetzer, Billy Graham Distinguished Chair, Wheaton College


“When our lifestyle is full of worship, then our lives are full of meaning. That’s why I’m so grateful for Charles’s new devotional—he helps us do just that, live worshipfully!”


Jennifer Rothschild, author of Lessons I Learned in the Dark and 66 Ways God Loves You


“A lifestyle of worship is so much more than singing a song to the Lord. It’s giving God glory in the way we live, love, and serve. To know Charles is to see a person who truly loves God with all of his heart and it spills out into every aspect of his life.”


Denise Jones, Point of Grace


“For years, I have been inspired by Charles Billingsley’s music. Thanks to his poignant book, Words on Worship, I am blessed by his encouraging words. He inspires me to be a more devoted disciple of Christ.”


Babbie Mason, award-winning singer, songwriter, and author


“Charles Billingsley ranks among the best worship leaders of this generation. The words he writes will awaken your heart to pursue worship as a lifestyle.”


Margaret Feinberg, author of Flourish and Fight Back With Joy


“Charles Billingsley brings excellence in worship. But more important than that, he brings authenticity, a heart, and message that goes beyond a song.”


Anthony Evans, president/CEO, Anthony Evans Entertainment/Sherman James Productions


“I love Charles. He is a leader among worship leaders. This devotional will be of great value to me and many other worship pastors.”


Clay Crosse, worship leader and concert artist


“Charles’s greatest gift is not his amazing vocal ability, but his ability to lead people to the throne of God in true, God-honoring worship.”


Tony Perkins, president, Family Research Council


“Words on Worship is a must have. Charles has created a vital and useful tool to help us all continually fix our gaze on the only one who satisfies and the only one worthy of our total worship, Jesus.”


Michael Neale, singer/songwriter and worship pastor Prestonwood Baptist Church, Plano, Texas


“Charles Billingsley gives us a great gift—moments of quiet in an ever chaotic world.”


Johnnie Moore, bestselling author, founder and CEO of The KAIROS Company


“I am always in search of a devotional book that has immediacy and life application. Pastor Billingsley’s latest book does just that!”


Buzz Williams, head basketball coach, Virginia Tech


“Charles has done more than write a book about the lifestyle of worship. He has literally lived a lifestyle of worship for decades. I’m happy to see he’s willing to share part of what he’s learned with us in these pages.”


Clayton King, pastor, Newspring Church, Anderson, South Carolina


“These short daily readings will encourage believers to seek a lifestyle of worship and connectedness with the Savior that will both challenge them and inspire their daily mission, life, and calling.”


Chuck Wallington, president, Christian Supply Inc.


“Charles Billingsley epitomizes worship in every area of his life. His insights will not only inspire, but draw you closer to God.”


Vernon Brewer, president and CEO, World Help


“Worship isn’t just rising to your feet, eyes closed, hands in the air, and singing with all your heart. Through this devotional Charles shows us examples of other types of worship and how to apply it to our everyday lives. This is a must read!!”


Mandy Young, motivational speaker


“Living in the most distracted and fast paced time in human history, we so need to learn how to live a lifestyle of worship, ever gazing upon the beauty of our God. I believe this book will take you back to that quiet, focused and beautiful place before God’s throne time and time again.”


Tommy Walker, worship leader, songwriter, and recording artist


“If there’s anyone that lives a life of worship, it’s Charles Billingsley. He’s an anointed singer, a gifted writer, and a man that has consistently used these gifts and talents to change the hearts and lives of countless people.”


Jody McBrayer, singer, Cana’s Voice, formerly of Avalon


“I’ve learned a great deal about worship from Charles Billingsley’s leading, singing, and worship … and now from his writing.”


Dave Stone, pastor, Southeast Christian Church, Louisville, Kentucky


“Charles Billingsley is not just a musician. His passion is to be in the presence of God and lead others to the same place. This book will help lead you there. Read it, pray it, live it, and share it. It will change your perspective; it will change your life.”


Jonathan Falwell, senior pastor, Thomas Road Baptist Church, Lynchburg, Virginia


“I don’t recommend reading this devotional and listening to Charles’ music at the same time. It may cause fervent prayer, joyful noises, wild hand waving, a soft and pliable heart, and honest tears.”


Candace Cameron Bure, actress, producer, author, and TV host


“I am convinced Charles Billingsley will be leading worship in heaven. If you want a deeper understanding of worship, read this book!”


Karen Kingsbury, best-selling author
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FOREWORD


BY DR. DAVID JEREMIAH
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For more than fifteen years I have been watching Charles Billingsley lead worship. I continue to be amazed at his ability to motivate people from every age and stage of life to lift their voices in praise to the Lord.


When I heard that Charles was going to put some of his thoughts about worship into print, I wanted to add my name to the project.


Charles Billingsley lights up when he talks about worship, especially when the worshippers connect with the Lord and with each other.


In his writing you will discover why he has devoted his life to teaching and to modeling this calling he has upon his life.


Recorded versions of his essays on worship can be heard five days a week on more than three hundred radio stations across the United States.


As you read these short entries, I predict that you will be led in a whole new way to worship God with “all that is within [you]” (Psalm 103:1).




Happy are those who hear
the joyful call to worship,
for they will walk in the light
of your presence, LORD.


PSALM 89:15
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DAY 1
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The Most Important Thing You Can Do


What does the LORD your God require of you? He requires only that you fear the LORD your God, and live in a way that pleases him, and love him and serve him with all your heart and soul. And you must always obey the LORD’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good.


DEUTERONOMY 10:12–13


What is the most important thing you can do in your life? That’s a big question! If I were to stand on a busy street corner and poll a thousand people, I would probably get a thousand different answers.


Jesus was asked this same question by a religious leader of His day, except the question was phrased like this: “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” To which Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and with all your strength” (Mark 12:28, 30).


Do you know what worship is? It is that right there: to love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. As you move throughout your day, remember that the most important thing you can do in your life is to simply love God. All He wants is all of you.
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Lord, thank You that what you require of me is simply that I love You and follow You with all of my being. Help me today to live for You.
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DAY 2
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Do You Recognize the Voice of God?


My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.


JOHN 10:27


We live in a noisy world. Moments of absolute silence are rare. In fact, some of us actually sleep better with a noisemaker. We have grown so accustomed to noise that total silence is eerie and makes us uncomfortable. But have you ever considered that the word listen contains the same letters as the word silent?


One of the best ways we can worship Him today is to get alone, turn the noise off, and rest in the silence. Psalm 46:10 puts it this way: “Be still, and know that I am God!” It is in the stillness that we hear and recognize His voice.


When life gets stressful, focus on God. In Isaiah 26:3 we’re reminded, “You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you!” Stress is predictable. So when it hits, find peace and comfort and rest in the Lord. Worship Him in the midst of it all and you’ll find that He helps you through it all. Listen for His still, small voice in your heart today whispering words of peace.
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Father, You’re so good to remind me to be still before You. Help me to quiet the noise and shut out the distractions that I might rest in Your presence awhile.
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DAY 3
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Will You Worship God with Open Hands?


I will praise you as long as I live, lifting up my hands to you in prayer.


PSALM 63:4


Hands speak a language of their own, don’t they? Hands held up can mean praise or even surrender. Hands held out with palms up can mean either I’m giving something to you or you’re giving something to me. Closed hands can be a sign of aggression as they form a fist. You get the idea.


As we approach worship, I encourage you to live with open hands. It is only with open hands that we can give something away, but it’s also only with open hands that we can receive.


Worship always includes three elements: glory, dedication, and sacrifice. Lifting our hands in praise is ascribing glory to God, but reaching out our hands in service requires sacrifice. Both acts serve a proper purpose in worship, and our walk with God requires both.


Worship is you and me giving our hearts in praise to God, but He is gracious in that He blesses us in return for our praise. The God who has given so much still wants to give us more. Isn’t that just like Him? So worship the Lord with open hands, ready to give, ready to serve. You never know what blessings God will put back into those open hands of yours.
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Here are my hands, Lord—open, available. Whom would You have me reach out to today with Your love?




[image: Image]


DAY 4
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Salty Worshipers


Once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of light! For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. Carefully determine what pleases the Lord.


EPHESIANS 5:8–10


Salt has many valuable uses. It preserves, it flavors, and it purifies. Jesus must have had that in mind when He told us, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men” (Matthew 5:13 NKJV).


As the salt of the earth, it is our job to do all we can to preserve the moral fiber of our nation and hinder the spread of corruption. We accomplish this by wising up to the mentality of our culture—by learning why people believe what they believe—so we can discover how to bring change to our world through the power of His Spirit and the truth of His Word. We cannot afford to sit idly by and watch a generation grow up around us who have never been exposed to true worshipers. We must learn how to combat the sin of our time while at the same time truly love the sinner with the compassion of Christ. Not an easy balance to find, but necessary.


Know what you believe and why you believe it, and then stand strong and steady as the salt of the earth.
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Jesus, show me what it looks like to be salt in my corner of the world!
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DAY 5
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Beware of the Pharisee


God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. For we are God’s masterpiece.


EPHESIANS 2:8–10


If you’ve been a Christian long, you know we all have a tendency to become pharisaical at times. Depending on our background and denominational upbringing, we all have certain so-called sins that we consider worse than others, even if we don’t publicly admit it.


Pharisees in the days of Jesus were the church crowd, but not the loving, grace-giving church crowd. These guys were a religious sect obsessed with following the law to the last detail. They were harsh and judgmental to those who didn’t. They were religious for all the wrong reasons. For the Pharisee, life wasn’t about having a loving, thriving relationship with God. Rules trumped relationship.


You know, society is still doing that today, even among churchgoers. As a follower and worshiper of Jesus, I challenge you today to raise the standard of living in your world by shedding any legalistic mind-set you might have. Embrace the grace-giving love of Jesus. Live your faith with an authentic love for Jesus. Let His grace shine through you because of your faith in Him.
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Lord, may my life be a reflection of the grace You have so abundantly bestowed on me.
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DAY 6
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Worship God with a Clean Heart


Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me.


PSALM 51:10


My little boy once asked me, “Do I have to use soap every time I take a shower?” Of course my answer was yes! The water of a shower does wonders, but it’s the soap that washes the dirt away thoroughly. And just as soap gets the dirt off our skin, so the blood of Jesus cleanses us from our sin. We read in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (NKJV).


Everyone sins; that’s just a fact. But when we sin, we must repent and turn from it so it doesn’t become a habit or a practice in our lives. When we don’t confess our sin, our fellowship with God is weakened, and our worship becomes distant and strained. To repent means to make an about-face, to turn from the way we were heading and go the opposite direction. As worshipers, we must regularly confess our sins and work to stay in right relationship with the Lord.
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