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INTRODUCTION


The House of Givenchy is both rooted in cultural history and unabashedly modern. Givenchy is timeless Parisian chic, but it is also New York street style. It is haute couture and wearable elegance. And therein the many contradictions of Givenchy lies its inherent genius – the ability to make the wearer feel like a 50s Hollywood starlet, a gothic fantasy figure or a 90s supermodel.


The House of Givenchy, and the direction of modern fashion, is all down to the vision of one man – Hubert de Givenchy. A member of the French nobility, Givenchy stood at an eye-catching six foot six, renowned for his aristocratic charm and eye for detail. From his early years in post-war Paris, guided by renowned mentors such as Cristóbal Balenciaga, to his mastery of fabrics and finishes, Givenchy’s work exemplified elegance and sophistication.


Central to the legacy of Givenchy was Hubert's lifelong friendship with Audrey Hepburn, whose iconic looks on and off the screen helped define the refined, minimalist aesthetic that is synonymous with the fashion house. Some of the most recognizable and iconic designs of the twentieth century were born from this collaboration, not only the Breakfast at Tiffany’s little black dress but also the Sabrina neckline and the many costumes of Funny Face.


Hubert de Givenchy remained head of his fashion house until his retirement in 1995. Having had such a steady and clear creative direction for so long under its eponymous designer, the House of Givenchy without Hubert took several years to find its new voice. Givenchy continued to evolve under contemporary creative directions, adapting the founder’s timeless vision for modern generations while honouring his legacy. As fashion moved into the twenty-first century, Givenchy’s successors have sought to balance innovation with the elegance and sophistication that defined the brand’s origins.


However, one thing remains for sure: The legacy of Hubert de Givenchy, master of elegance, refinement and luxury.
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THE EARLY YEARS AND MENTORS


BORN INTO THE FRENCH ARISTOCRACY, HUBERT DE GIVENCHY WAS DESTINED FOR CREATIVE GREATNESS FROM AN EARLY AGE. HOWEVER, IT WAS THE MENTORS THAT HE MET ALONG THE WAY THAT REALLY CATAPULTED HIM TO THE HEIGHTS OF COUTURE.








Count Hubert James Marcel Taffin de Givenchy was born on February 20, 1927, to a family of French nobility.


The youngest son of Lucien Taffin de Givenchy, Marquis of Givenchy, and his wife Béatrice, Hubert had one older brother and a sister who died in infancy.
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It was always my dream to be a dress designer, and my mother accepted that decision.
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Givenchy


On his lifelong dream of becoming a fashion designer, nytimes.com, March 12, 2018
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To do my job and strive to do my best: Something that I learned from my mother. All my life I have tried to forge my own path and follow it.
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Givenchy


On the influence of his mother on his creative life, system-magazine.com, 2015
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I’d love to wear the big pant, like I see on the street… but I’d look ridiculous. I’m not that shape.
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Givenchy


Famously, Givenchy was a very tall man, standing at an eye-catching six foot six inches, wwd.com, original article published June 12, 1978
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Hubert de Givenchy is one of only a handful of fashion designers who have changed the way women feel about themselves, their bodies and the clothes they wear.
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Karen Homer


Little Book of Givenchy, Karen Homer, 2023
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I always draw when I have the desire to or when I feel inspired.


[image: Close quotation]


Givenchy


On his creative upbringing, system-magazine.com, 2015





Hubert de Givenchy’s father passed away suddenly from influenza when he was still a young child. This meant that he was raised by his mother and aunts.


He would later cite this strong feminine influence in his early life as pivotal to his understanding of design for women.
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My mother was a beautiful lady, elegant, chic, and that was the biggest inspiration to me.
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Givenchy


On the first person to inspire him – his mother, graciousquotes.com, December 1, 2023





Artistic professions ran in the Givenchy family.


Hubert’s maternal grandfather owned a tapestry manufacturer and his great-grandfather was a set designer at the Paris Opera.
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You must respect yourself.
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Givenchy


On self-reflection, wwd.com, original article published June 12, 1978
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[Designs] were displayed in a show as smoothly elegant as the most experienced house in Paris could put on – in quarters so cramped that ironing was done in the bathroom.
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