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WHAT IS A GAME CHANGER


Game changers are people who use their skills,


talents and ideas to change the world. They have to


fight for what they believe in, but they never give up.




THE BRAVE LEADERS


The leaders in this book have all changed the


world. They inspired others to change the way they


thought about how society works.


All of them lived in a time or place that


discriminated against them. They decided to do


something about it.


Trying to change the way things are can be


dangerous. Those in power don’t always want


things to change because it might mean they are not


in charge anymore!


To change things took courage and bravery. The


leaders in this book had to fight against unjust laws


and unjust people. Emmeline Pankhurst, Nelson


Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi were even put


in prison.
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However, thanks to the sacrifice of these leaders, we


now live in a more equal society. There is always


more work to do, but without these leaders, we


wouldn’t live in the society we do today.


These inspirational leaders changed the way that


the world views a particular subject or issue. They


changed the game for all of us.
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EMMELINE PANKHURST


(1858–1928)


“We are here, not because we are


law-breakers, we are here in our


efforts to become law-makers.”


Emmeline Pankhurst


Emmeline Pankhurst was a suffragette.


She campaigned to try and get women the


same voting rights as men. Some saw her as an


inspirational leader, fighting against an unfair


system. Others saw her as a criminal and put her in


prison. History has proved that she was right to do


what she did.


Did you know?


Emmeline had nine brothers and sisters!
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Emmeline was born in 1858 in Salford, UK. At that


time in the UK, women didn’t have the same rights


as men.


Over the course of her life, Emmeline tried to


change things. In particular, she fought for women


to have the vote.


Emmeline noticed early on that she was treated


differently from her brothers. They were sent to


schools that would prepare them for work. Because


she was a girl, Emmeline was sent to a school that


prepared her for being a wife.


Things women were not
allowed to do in 1858:


✱  be a doctor


✱  get a degree


✱  own a house


✱  vote in elections.




5







When she was twenty, Emmeline married Richard


Pankhurst. He also felt that society at the time


was unfair to women. Both did their best to do


something about it. In 1889, she founded the


Women’s Franchise League and campaigned to get


women the right to vote.


Emmeline tried


to work with


politicians. However,


she discovered that


getting votes for


women was not


important to them –


possibly because they


were all men!





















