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Welcome to another world, where Dark Forces are at play.

 

Tom thought he was on his way back home; he was wrong. My son has entered another realm where nothing is as it seems. Six monstrous Beasts threaten all corners of the kingdom, and Tom and Elenna must face an enemy they thought long gone. I have never been so proud of my son, but can he be all that I always hoped he would be? Or shall a mother watch her son fail?

 

One question remains. Are you brave enough to join Tom on the most deadly Quest yet?

 

Only you know the answer…

 

Freya, Mistress of the Beasts



PROLOGUE
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Tobias narrowed his eyes against the icy wind as he trudged across the Frozen Fields of Tavania towards his ice lodge.

Behind him, he dragged the sack of fish he’d just caught. The rope cut into his hands, even through his thick leather mittens.

It was a good catch, he thought. If I can sell all the fish in the market, I’ll have enough money to last me through this dreadful season.
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Pausing to rest, Tobias looked up at the domed sky of Tavania. He was sure it was hanging lower than it once did. Worse than that, a dark rip stretched across it, from above his head almost to the horizon. Its edges looked like tattered shreds of cloud, and beyond them was a menacing dark portal.

Tobias couldn’t imagine where it might lead.

“It gives me the creeps,” he muttered. “And I’m not the only one, either.”

The last time he had visited the market, all talk had been of the dreadful split in the sky.

“Is this the end of Tavania?” people were asking each other.

Tobias shook his head. There’s no point in upsetting myself, he thought. He knew that Tavania had seen hard times before, and no doubt there would be hard times again. But his people had always been survivors.

A yap sounded from across the icefield as Karwai, Tobias’s pet Arctic fox, bounded towards him. He pressed up against Tobias’s legs as if he sensed his master’s dark mood.

Tobias clumsily ruffled the fur on Karwai’s head as he trudged on again, heaving at the heavy bag of fish.

He had only taken a couple of steps when Karwai’s yaps changed to fierce growls, his gaze fixed on something up ahead.

Peering across the glimmering ice, Tobias made out several small shapes circling around him. As they drew closer he recognised them; they were young hyenas, their yellow-brown fur standing out clearly against the white wastes. They’re after my fish – but they’re not getting it.

“Here, you!” Tobias exclaimed. “Clear off!”

He stooped and grabbed a rock, which he hurled towards the circling cubs. They let out yelps of alarm and scampered a safe distance away, then wheeled round to face Tobias.

A moment later he spotted them again, slinking stealthily after him. Pity swept over him. They must be desperate. Hyenas don’t usually come this far north.

He pressed on, trying to speed up. He had just spotted the roof of his ice lodge ahead of him when he felt a fierce tug at his shoulder. Karwai let out another growl. Tobias spun round to see the hyena cubs jumping onto his sack, trying to tear it apart with their tiny teeth.

“Hey, stop that!” he shouted.

He shook the rope angrily, trying to force the cubs to let go. But they were surprisingly strong, clinging to the sack with needle-sharp teeth and claws.

Karwai snarled at the cubs as Tobias pulled the sack closer towards him.

When he could lift it, he used all his strength to swing it round. He staggered, growing dizzy, as the cubs lost their grip and were flung off in all directions. They landed in the snow with high-pitched yelps of fury.

“Come on, Karwai! Chase them off!” Tobias called.

But instead of leaping after the hyena cubs, the Arctic fox froze at the sound of a low, mournful howling on the air.

“Karwai, what—” Tobias broke off as a blast of heat rolled across his back.

It scorched his thick fur coat and the back of his neck. With a yell of pain, Tobias fell in the snow. He rolled over to cool the heat on his back. His eyes stretched wide as he looked up at the most hideous creature he had ever seen.
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A giant hyena hovered above him. Its eyes were yellow as pus. It circled menacingly above Tobias on broad wings jutting from its muscular shoulders.

Drawing spiny teeth back in a snarl, it lunged at Tobias and breathed a foul gust of air into his face. He gagged at the putrid stench. The air grew misty as the creature’s breath swirled, sparks springing up inside the cloud. The fiery mist hovered in front of him, then faded.

Scrambling backwards, Tobias managed to struggle to his feet.

“Run, Karwai!” he yelled as he fled towards the lake.

Behind him he heard the excited grunts of the young hyenas as they chased him through the snow.

They must be that monster’s young, he thought in a panic. What am I going to do?

His feet skidded on ice as he ran out onto the frozen surface of the lake, but he managed to keep his balance. Darkness swept over him as the monster’s shadow covered him.

OEBPS/images/p4.jpg
== qud,
L






OEBPS/images/p6.jpg





OEBPS/contents.htm

CONTENTS


Prologue


Chapter One Journey Through the Ice


Chapter Two The Frozen Lake


Chapter Three The Final Portal


Chapter Four Battle Against the Beast


Chapter Five Many Friends


Chapter Six Attack on the Castle


Chapter Seven Unexpected Help


Chapter Eight Facing Malvel


Chapter Nine Through the Portal


Chapter Ten Home to Avantia



If you liked this, you’ll love…






OEBPS/images/p9.jpg





OEBPS/images/p15.jpg





OEBPS/images/p10.jpg






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
DAM BLADE )
L f/@'t

= CARNIVORA &

THE WINGED SCAVENGER





OEBPS/images/cover1.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover2.jpg





OEBPS/images/titlepage.jpg
CARNIVORA
THE WINGED
SCAVENGER

BY ADAM BLADE

ORCHARD





OEBPS/images/p2.jpg





