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Introduction


About Unit F966/02


Unit F966/02 is worth 30 per cent of your A2 level. It requires that you are able to:




•  recall, select and deploy historical knowledge appropriately, and communicate knowledge and understanding of history in a clear and effective manner


•  demonstrate an understanding of the past through explanation and analysis


•  make judgements about key concepts (change/continuity; similarity/difference; cause/consequence).





Most important is that you will be expected to view the theme synoptically. In other words, you should look to make links between events over the whole period and, where appropriate, with other topics that you have studied during your History course. In turn, a synoptic approach demands that you write essays using the skill of synthesis. You will need to be able to compare and contrast developments over a long period of time and make judgements based on your observations. Factual knowledge will be used to support your judgements about the main developments and turning points relevant to the theme. Acquisition of detailed factual knowledge is a secondary requirement to the ability to think synoptically and to write with synthesis.
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Examiner warning


Avoid answering questions using a narrative, chronological and descriptive approach. This will almost definitely confine your responses to Level IV and below.
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In the examination you will be required to answer two questions out of three on the theme you have been taught. The examination lasts for two hours unless you have been awarded extra time. Each essay question is worth 60 marks and you should therefore spend an hour answering each question. However, it is VERY important that you spend a reasonable amount of time planning your responses (5–10 minutes for each essay). Effective planning will enable you to produce a genuinely synoptic answer.


Russia and its Rulers 1855–1964


The awarding body specifies that for this topic you need to study the following:





1. Russian rulers: similarities and differences in the main domestic policies of Alexander II, Alexander III, Nicholas II, the Provisional Government, Lenin, Stalin, Khrushchev.



2. The nature of government: autocracy, dictatorship and totalitarianism; change and continuity in central administration; methods of repression and enforcement; the extent and impact of reform; the extent and effectiveness of opposition both before and after 1917.



3. The impact of the dictatorial regimes on the economy and society of the Russian Empire and the USSR: changes to living and working conditions of urban and rural people; limitations on personal, political and religious freedom; extent of economic and social changes.



4. Impact of war and revolution on the development of Russian government: the effects of the Crimean War, the Japanese War, 1905 Revolution, 1917 Revolutions, the First World War, the second World War, the Cold War.





Each of the first four sections of this book covers one of the key topic areas. Section five provides a selection of grade A sample essays, each of which is based on one of the four key topic areas.


The awarding body also makes clear that the Theme focuses on the nature of Russian government and its impact on the Russian people and society. Candidates should understand the similarities and differences between the autocratic rule of the Tsars to 1917 and the subsequent Communist dictatorship but are not expected to have a detailed knowledge of the events of 1917.


How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination of this unit. The book is divided into four sections – one for each section of the unit. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary (see pages 83–86). On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.
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There are three levels of exam-focused activities:






	



•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. These have a turquoise heading and this symbol.
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•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade. These have a orange heading and this symbol.
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•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol.
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	Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers on pages 88–93 and have the following symbol to indicate this:
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On pages 68–82 are four exam-style questions and model A-grade answers with examiner’s commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:




•  revised and understood a topic


•  completed the activities.
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Section 1: Russian rulers
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Alexander II (1818–1881)


Alexander II became Tsar in 1855 at a time of great turmoil as Russia was embroiled in the Crimean War, 1853–1856 (see page 52). After the war, he proceeded to enact a series of economic, social and political changes to modernise Russia so that it could compete with its rivals (mainly Britain and France). His reform programme was so far reaching that he was nicknamed ‘Tsar Liberator’. Nevertheless, Alexander II was assassinated in 1881 by the People’s Will.


Main domestic policies




•  1861: Introduction of the Great Emancipation Statute which freed the serfs. The Tsar claimed it was ‘better to begin abolishing serfdom from above than to wait for it to begin to abolish itself from below’. The positive effects of emancipation were somewhat negated by the stipulation that redemption payments had to be made, administered by the mir (council of village elders), and that allocations of personal plots of land were inadequate.
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Reasons for the emancipation of the serfs




•  It was thought that after emancipation many peasants would migrate to work in industry.


•  Serfdom was associated with outdated agricultural methods which restricted production and hence the supply of food to growing towns.


•  Serfs formed the bulk of the army which, the Crimean War revealed, was poorly equipped to fight the more professionally trained armies of Britain and France.


•  Alexander II thought emancipation would reduce the number of peasant revolts.
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•  1862–1874: During this period Alexander II ordered the War Minister, Dmitrii Milyutin, to carry out a series of military reforms. They included better training of officers, more humane treatment of troops and a reduced period of service (from 25 to 15 years). As a result the army became more professional.


•  1862–1881: For most of his reign the Tsar attempted to modernise the Russian economy. Mikhail Reutern was appointed as Minister of Finance (1862–1878) with the brief to attract foreign investment and technical expertise into Russia. Consequently the staple industries (iron, coal, textiles) expanded rapidly, as did railway construction. From 1862 to 1878 there was a sevenfold increase in the amount of railway track (3532 km to 22,498 km).


•  1863: The education system was reformed through the promotion of private schools, an overhaul of the curriculum and the setting up of an inspection system.


•  1864: The Zemstva (regional councils) were introduced to bring an element of democracy to local government (see page 44). In the same year important changes to legal structures and processes were brought in such as a jury system for criminals and a hierarchy of courts to deal with different types of legal case.


•  1865: New guidelines were issued for publishers and writers which provided greater freedom for individuals to express their views.


•  1866: A first attempt to assassinate the Tsar resulted in a slowing down of the reform programme.


•  1877: In this year Alexander II organised the ‘Trial of the 50’, a trial of his key political opponents. This showed that he was willing to carry on the tradition of Tsars ruling autocratically and with a firm hand.
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[image: ] Develop the detail


[image: ]  See here


Below is a sample exam question and paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a limited amount of detail. Annotate the paragraph to add additional detail to the answer.




‘Alexander II was the only Russian leader who consistently reformed to improve the lives of Russian people.’ How far do you agree with this statement?
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Alexander II was certainly renowned as a reformer. His aim was to carry out a series of economic, social and political changes that would modernise Russia so that it could compete with the West. His most important reform was the emancipation of the serfs. This led to other reforms in local government and to the legal system. Alexander also paid attention to developing the economy so that levels of economic growth would resemble those achieved by the major industrialising nations of the world. Finally, the Tsar knew that he would also have to modernise the military to protect Russian interests in a more effective and efficient manner. However, despite implementing a programme of reforms to help Russians there were still attempts on his life. He was eventually assassinated by a terrorist group called the People’s Will.
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[image: ] Developing an argument
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Below is a sample exam question, a list of key points to be made in the essay, and a paragraph from the essay. Read the question, the key points and the sample paragraph. Rewrite the paragraph in order to develop an argument. Your paragraph should explain why the factor discussed in the paragraph is either the most significant factor or less significant than another factor.




‘The emancipation of the serfs in 1861 was the most important reform carried out by any Russian ruler from 1855 to 1964.’ How far do you agree with this statement?





Key points:




•  The Great Emancipation Statute abolished serfdom BUT there was …


•  opposition from nobles despite compensation AND …


•  complaints from peasants about redemption payments and land allocations.


•  Land issues remained throughout the period.
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The emancipation of the serfs in 1861 was certainly a momentous event in Russian history. All privately owned serfs were freed and those kept by the state were to be emancipated in 1866. Nobles had to hand over an allotment of land to peasants and for doing this they were compensated by the state. Peasants were then required to help pay for the compensation by making redemption payments. These transactions were to be made over a 49-year period at six per cent interest. The administration of redemption payments was to be carried out by the mir (council of village elders). Many peasants were allocated relatively small patches of poor quality land. They also struggled to keep up with redemption payments. Peasants also complained about the restrictions placed on their activities by the mir. Nobles were equally concerned as they argued that redemption payments were not enough to compensate them and to help them with the problems they had been facing in maintaining large estates. Inevitably estates were broken up and sold off and by 1905 the land owned by the nobility had been reduced by about 40 per cent.
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Alexander III (1845–1894)


When Alexander III came to the throne he was faced with opposition that had mounted during his father’s reign. He also had to deal with land ownership issues that had resulted from the emancipation of the serfs and demands for more rapid industrialisation. The new Tsar went about his business by ‘reacting’ to the liberal policies of his father. Many of the reforms enacted by Alexander II were reversed or altered. New measures were enforced through the 1881 Statute of State Security and generally the period from 1881 to 1894 is seen as one of repression of the Russian peoples. However, Alexander III did introduce more positive measures, particularly those of an economic nature. The appointment of Sergei Witte as Finance Minister led to something of a leap forward in the attempt to modernise the Russian economy.


Main domestic policies




•  1881: From the start of his reign Alexander III went about implementing his Russification programme. It was a policy aimed at transforming the different peoples of the Russian Empire into ‘pure’ Rus (the supposedly original inhabitants of Russia). The Tsar hoped that Russification would quell discontent among national minority groups. The first group to be targeted were Jews through the instigation of pogroms.


•  1881: The Statute of State Security was passed. In essence this introduced martial law. It led to the banning of all kinds of meetings, extensive powers being given to the police to search and arrest, the dismissal of liberal judges and the appointment of an inter-ministerial committee that had the authority to convict anyone suspected of political crimes to terms of exile for up to five years, and without trial.


•  1881–1894: Alexander III was consistent in continuing with economic reforms started by his father. Fiscal amendments were made with the abolition of both the Salt Tax (1881) and the Poll Tax (1886), both of which were considered to be an excessive burden upon peasants. Under the Finance Minister Vyshnegradskii (1887–1892) there was great success in balancing the government budget. A major achievement was the accruing of surplus income mainly through the implementation of the Medele’ev tariff of 1891.


•  1883: A Peasant Land Bank was established to provide cheap loans for the purchase of land.


•  1884: Adjustments to the education system were made. ‘Lower-class’ children were banned from attending secondary schools and the autonomy of universities was reduced. With the latter, elections to university councils were scrapped and replaced by an appointment system.


•  1887: The order to execute Lenin’s brother and four others who plotted to kill the Tsar epitomised the repressive nature of Alexander III’s rule.


•  1889: Another repressive measure was the appointment of Land Captains. These individuals were given the job of monitoring and controlling the behaviour of peasants, especially those who gave an indication of being dissidents.


•  1891: A terrible famine occurred and the Tsar attempted to deal with this by banning grain exports, setting up a Special Committee on Famine Relief and funding emergency help from two ‘extraordinary’ lotteries. However, this did not stop many people blaming the famine on the austere measures adopted by the Finance Minister, Vyshnegradskii.
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[image: ] Turning assertion into argument
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Below is a sample exam question and a series of assertions. Read the exam question and then add a justification to each of the assertions to turn each one into an argument.




‘Alexander III was the least successful of all Russian leaders in his attempt to modernise the Russian economy.’ How far do you agree with this statement?
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Alexander III failed to improve the Russian economy insofar as the policies of his Finance Ministers led to


 


However, the Finance Ministers were successful as they managed to


 


Also, the establishment of the Peasant Land Bank was a significant economic development as it
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[image: ] Support or challenge?


Below is a sample exam question which asks how far you agree with a specific statement. Below this are a series of general statements which are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge of the whole period and the information on the opposite page decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in the question and tick the appropriate box.




‘Alexander III’s domestic policies were more repressive than those of any other Russian leader from 1855 to 1964.’ How far do you agree with this statement?









	 

	SUPPORT 

	CHALLENGE 






	Alexander II was known as the ‘Tsar Liberator’.

	 

	 






	The Russification programme was introduced.

	 

	 






	The Statute of State Security was passed in 1881.

	 

	 






	The Medele’ev tariff was implemented.

	 

	 






	Land Captains were appointed.

	 

	 






	A Peasant Land Bank was set up.

	 

	 






	Reforms to secondary schools and universities were made.

	 

	 






	A terrible famine came about in 1891.

	 

	 






	Lenin introduced War Communism and New Economic Policy.

	 

	 






	Stalin created The Terror and purged Russia of dissidents.

	 

	 






	Khrushchev attempted to destalinise Russia.
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Nicholas II (1868–1918)


Nicholas II’s domestic policies never seemed to deal effectively with the economic, social and political challenges Russia faced. Opposition to his rule proliferated and became more organised (see page 32).


To distract people’s attention from growing domestic issues, Nicholas engaged in a war with Japan, 1904–1905 (see page 56). He also committed Russia to taking part in the First World War, 1914–1918 (see page 58). Nicholas appeared to make a tactical mistake by taking personal control of the armed forces in 1915, leaving the Tsarina (and Rasputin) in charge of domestic affairs. In 1917 he was forced to abdicate and his regime was replaced by the Provisional Government. The Bolsheviks went on to seize power from the Provisional Government and to murder Nicholas and his family.


Main domestic policies




•  1894: From the start of Nicholas II’s reign Count Sergei Witte continued developing the Russian economy. In 1897 the rouble was placed on the gold standard resulting in increased foreign investment. This gave impetus to the ‘Great Spurt’, where industrial production increased annually by an average of 7.5 per cent.
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Some achievements of the Great Spurt




•  Coal production doubled.


•  Iron and steel production increased sevenfold.


•  Railway track increased from 29,183 km in 1891 to 52,612 km in 1901.


•  Foreign capital investment increased annually by 120 per cent during the years 1893–1898.


•  Income earned from industry increased from 42 million roubles in 1893 to 161 million roubles by 1897.
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•  1896: A law standardised the working day to eleven hours.


•  1903: A workers’ insurance system was introduced to protect workers against loss of employment due to injury.


•  1905: After the events of Bloody Sunday and the 1905 Revolution, the October Manifesto was introduced to establish a new constitution for Russia, including the introduction of an elected state parliament, or Duma.


•  1906: The Fundamental Laws stated that ‘no new law can be legally binding without the approval of the Sovereign Emperor’. This made it clear that no legislation could be passed by the Duma without the Tsar’s consent, and that the Tsar was in control of the appointment of government ministers.


•  1906–1914: Minister of the Interior, Pyotr Stolypin, launched his ‘wager on the strong’ to modernise agriculture and increase the production of food. Ex-serfs could buy themselves out of the peasant commune and consolidate small strips of land into profit-making farms, helped by loans from the Peasant Land Bank. About two million households (about one-eighth of the total) took advantage of this.





[image: ]


The Dumas


The Dumas were to work alongside the Council of Ministers, the State Council and the Senate.


The First Duma, April–July 1906


Disbanded after only two months, after disagreements about land reform.


The Second Duma, February–June 1907


Once again disbanded due to disagreements about land reform and the Duma’s concerns about the management of the Russian army.


The Third Duma, November 1907–June 1912


Made up of a majority of people who were loyal to the crown, and allowed to serve its full term of office. During the period of this Duma there were:




•  major reforms that strengthened the army and navy


•  improvements to the judicial system


•  the introduction of state-run insurance schemes for workers.





The Fourth Duma, November 1912–February 1917


Dominated by politicians from the far right, it became infamous for putting pressure on the Tsar to abdicate.
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[image: ] Delete as applicable
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Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and decide which of the possible options (in bold) is most appropriate. Delete the least appropriate options and complete the paragraph by justifying your selection.




To what extent was the October Manifesto the most important turning point in the development of Russian government in the period from 1855 to 1964?
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To a great/fair/limited extent the October Manifesto of 1905 was the most important turning point in the development of Russian government from 1855 to 1964. The manifesto confirmed a more representative form of government would be installed that centred on a type of parliament or Duma. This was to work alongside the Council of Ministers, the State Council and the Senate. However, the powers of the Duma were slightly/moderately/greatly limited by the passing of the Fundamental Laws in 1906 which stated that ‘no new law can be legally binding without the approval of the Sovereign Emperor’ (i.e. the Tsar). Subsequently the four Dumas that followed were partly/mostly ineffectual with the first two only surviving for periods of months.
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[image: ] Complete the paragraph
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Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding explanatory link back to the question. Complete the paragraph adding this link in the space provided.




How far were the economic reforms of Nicholas II the most important step towards modernising Russia from 1855 to 1964?
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The economic reforms of Nicholas II did play a very important part in starting the modernising process. The reforms moved Russia to having an economy based less on agriculture and more on industry. The appointment of Count Witte as Finance Minister (1893–1903) resulted in a Great Spurt in industrial production and economic growth. Witte achieved this by encouraging foreign industrial experts to go to Russia. He also took out foreign loans, increased tax levels and raised interest rates to boost the level of available capital for investment in industry. Of particular note was the placing of the rouble on the gold standard in 1897, which theoretically gave potential investors confidence in the value of the Russian currency. Investment in heavy industry meant that coal production doubled and that of iron and steel increased sevenfold during Witte’s period in office. The total amount of railway track opened rose from 29,183 km in 1891 to 52,612 km in 1901. The net result was that income earned from industry shot up from 42 million roubles in 1893 to 161 million roubles by 1897.
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The Provisional Government (March–October 1917)


The February Revolution of 1917 led to a dramatic change in government. On 2 March 1917 a Provisional (temporary) Government was established to take over from Nicholas II who had abdicated. The government was meant to last until a Constituent Assembly could be elected. A Constituent Assembly would have represented a major change in Russian government as the Assembly was to be democratically elected and would have provided representation for all social groups in Russia.


The Provisional Government was made up of politicians who had been elected to the Duma of 1912. A major problem they faced was that they were associated with the ‘old’ guard.


Main domestic policies




•  At the start of their tenure of rule the Provisional Government stated eight principles that would underpin their domestic policies. These included amnesty being granted to political prisoners, the establishment of freedom of speech, preparations to be made for a Constituent Assembly and the abolition of the secret police.


•  By the spring of 1917 the government had started to implement policies based on the principles. Many political prisoners were released and other dissidents such as Trotsky, Lenin and Stalin felt it was safe to return to Petrograd. The re-emergence of political opponents and continuing problems with the First World War proved very difficult for the Provisional Government. Of particular concern were economic problems that had resulted from the war such as inflation, dwindling resources, lost overseas markets and loss of labour.


•  Faced with demonstrations against Russia’s involvement in the war, Prince Lvov, Prime Minister of the Provisional Government, formed a coalition government with members of the Petrograd Soviet (workers’ council). This was known as the Dual Authority.


•  In July 1917 the Minister of War, Kerensky, launched a new military offensive against Germany to boost the morale of Russians and to increase support for the government. Initially this proved a success but it was not long before the public realised that Russia was still losing the war. Demonstrations increased and the government responded with a fresh campaign to repress revolutionaries (which appeared to contradict their move towards a more liberal form of government). This period of turmoil was known as the ‘July days’.
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