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Introduction



by James Richardson


Welcome reader, to a brand new Totally Football Book. 


Another year has passed – how was it for you?


Good, I’m guessing, if you’re a fan of Champions League drama, crypto-backed fan initiatives, or dizzying RPMs on Watford’s managerial merry-go-round. 


Not so great perhaps, if you’re a supporter of Derby, if you’re Ralf Rangnick’s PR guy, or run events management for major finals in Paris.


Here at Totally Towers, we enjoyed the season so much we went back and watched it again, and took extensive notes! What did we discover? 


It was the season when football almost got back to normal, with the return of crowds*, and the end of social distancing – unless you were a Manchester United defender. 


A season that brought resurrections for Ronaldo and the extraordinary Christian Eriksen, but also the year we lost Steve Bruce, Mike Dean and poor Rebekah Vardy’s phone there in the North Sea, sinking like some cellular Norwich, or the value of John Terry’s NFTs.


Has it all marked a new chapter for the game? Only time will tell, but in the meantime, here’s a set of ’em from us, to cement your memories of this golden age. 


In this edition of the Totally Football Book, we’ve set out to capture the flavour as well as the facts of this season, and the result is a time capsule of treasures from 2021-2022, box fresh from the cream of Team Totally.


We’ve got James Horncastle on Giorgio Chiellini, who brought the curtain down on his Juventus and Italy career this year. What’s next for the grizzled old warhorse and most respected man in Italian football? We’ll find out, as soon as he’s finished his expenses for this Chiellini piece.


Julien Laurens is here too and, unusually for him, talking about PSG: why is it, despite having Neymar, Lionel Messi, Kylian Mbappé and all the foie gras they can guzzle, nobody there seems happy? 


Similarly, Rafa Honigstein weighs in with how Bayern Munich’s many fans are almost as upset by the mention of Qatar as Italy supporters. 


Alvaro Romeo explains a Spanish football scandal – the leaked recordings that reveal who really runs things in the land of El Chiringuito, exposing the grubby underbelly of Spanish football, and how Florentino Pérez and Gerard Pique remain the men pulling the strings. 


There’s Carl Anka tackling the legacy of COVID-19 on football and its lungs, Daniel Storey on the heart-breaking predicament of Ukraine’s footballers and Charlie Eccleshare, looking the world square in the eye and asking why Son Heung-min isn’t a global superstar. 


Curious about Patrick Vieira rebuilding Palace in his image? Dom Fifield has a piece just for you. Confused by the philosophical question: what is Frank Lampard? Adam Hurrey’s been considering that very topic. And if you’ve ever wondered who the Premier League’s most statistically average footballer is, well, Duncan Alexander has a paragraph or two you’re going to love. 


Elsewhere, Nick Miller strokes his luscious beard and wonders whose fault Paul Pogba’s six years at Manchester United were, and Tom Williams mulls over the strange dichotomy of Gareth Bale: loved in Cardiff, loathed in Madrid. 


Maher Mezahi profiles Aliou Cissé, the man who appropriately enough would not stop in his bid to see Senegal crowned Africa Cup of Nations champions in 2022. 


Our top tactics man Adrian Clarke tells us about a batch of coaches so young they barely remember the Millennium bug, while Elias Burke tells the tale of Wayne Rooney at Derby and his extraordinary first full season as a manager. 


It’s a lot, and on top of all that there’s also a day-by-day diary of the 2021-22 season, plus quiz questions galore in case you want to stage your very own Inter Totally Cup (just don’t invite Jack Lang). Best of all, if you flick to the back of the book you’ll find not only a rather fine On This Day section, with a potted history of football in 365 slices, but also the sweet release of the ending.


What are you waiting for? Dive in, and happy reading!










Editor’s notes



by Nick Miller


Life got a bit easier for most people in 2022. 


After the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic eventually started ebbing away, though the virus will never go away completely, things began returning to … something approaching normal life. We could go out and do things. Go to bars and restaurants and friends’ houses without counting how many people you were with and whether you were breaking any rules. 


Weddings could take place, people could mourn collectively, human contact became a little bit easier. The pressure on businesses that rely on the population being able to move around relented. Masks became a less and less frequent sight, for better or worse.


But most pertinently for this book, football came back. Proper football, with fans present — the collective experience that the game is supposed to be. We were able to be in grounds, to suffer agonising tension and beautiful joy and spirit-crushing disappointment. Football no longer felt like a sterile TV show, the equivalent of when you see behind-the-scenes footage from big CGI sci-fi films but just with the green screen and not the special effects that made it so spectacular in the first place. We were getting the full picture again. 


All of which was good, but something wasn’t quite right with football. 


There was an aggression that wasn’t there before. Fans seemed more violent. The rash of pitch invasions at the end of the season where players genuinely feared for their safety was troubling. Anyone who attended a decent-sized game will tell you how prevalent cocaine became in the stands. Frequently, the experience of a game — travelling to one and being around one — would be unpleasant. 


Maybe it was like this before and we all just forgot about it, like we blocked out the bad bits of an experience we idealised when we couldn’t have it. Maybe football has always had the capacity to be unpleasant and we were just more aware of that than before after a year away. 


But it didn’t feel like that. It felt like something had changed. There will be plenty of theories about how this translates to broader life, about how the world has simply forgotten how to behave. And there might be something in that. But it might just be something specific to football too. 


It was almost as if, while football in empty stadia was horrible and a brutally watered-down version of this great game, we at least knew where we were. There was certainty — if temporary certainty. We couldn’t be there, so we just had to make the most of watching from afar. 


Now we’ve all gone back, it’s like we don’t know how to deal with it all. Like all these complicated emotions, built up from so long spent inside and away from the games, burst out in many different directions and we weren’t able to control where they were going.


Which is probably to be expected. You can’t just take something away for a year, then bring it back and expect everything to be the same. It’s like astronauts who return to earth and are unable to readjust to normal life: we have all been through a fairly transformative experience, and it’s going to take us all a little while to recalibrate. 


Throw in things like the war in Ukraine and the knock-on effects it had on football, the return of the Taliban to Afghanistan — and the dire consequence for sportswomen in particular — and the takeover of Newcastle by a Saudi regime with an abysmal human rights record and it would be easy to paint a picture of 2022 as a year when we all lost our faith.


But it’s not quite as straightforward as that. Equally, there were plenty of joyous and remarkable things that happened. Aliou Cissé gaining some form of redemption by winning the Africa Cup of Nations for Senegal. The US Women’s National Team, their equal pay campaign and the example it sets. Nottingham Forest returning to the Premier League after 23 years of frustration and disappointment. Wales qualifying for their first World Cup since 1958. The incredible Clasico in the Women’s Champions League. 


This book is an attempt to paint a picture of where football is in 2022. It’s not just a blow-by-blow account of a season (although if you do want that: there’s The Diary, starting on here), in the same way that the previous edition was, but more a collection of writing about the people and events that defined the game — for good and bad, in significant and in minor ways, to be celebrated or otherwise — in 2022. Plus, some quizzes. Because everyone loves quizzes. 


Enjoy, and thanks for reading. 










When will football be normal again? 



by Carl Anka


Football since 2019 has been … weird. Do these seasons that have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic just not count? Or should we accept that it’s always been weird?


‘Last season doesn’t count because they changed the rules.’


This book looks at where football stands in 2022, but the above sentiment has been bubbling under for several years now. Football used to be one thing, but in the last few years something has fundamentally shifted and it’s become harder to properly evaluate. 


Does Liverpool’s Premier League win in 2019-20 count if it was finished behind closed doors? Can we really say Real Madrid were the best team in Europe in 2021-22, considering their bizarre run to Champions League glory? The comic book readers among you will know what I mean if I said the past three seasons have felt like ‘non-canon’ football experiments. The non-comic book readers will hopefully understand what I mean if I said the COVID-19 pandemic both disrupted and exacerbated a number of traditional football conventions, leaving the last few years of football a little weird. Strangeness invites suspicion, and opposition football fans love doing anything that could take the shine off their rivals’ achievements. 


Put this all together and we’ve entered an era of Too Weird, Doesn’t Count football. 


The oddity starts with the 2019-20 season — the first Premier League season with VAR, which ended up being hated by nearly everyone and revealed we’ve all watched football with a very particular, very personal rulebook in our heads that rarely matched up with the person sat next to us watching the same game. The 2019-20 season also saw what constituted handball change and we spent an awful amount of time watching offside lines being drawn on a pitch looking for errant elbows, heels and other pointy parts of the body. 


It had a 110-day pause due to the pandemic, and then the Premier League came back with five substitutions and games behind closed doors. Oh, and the Champions League and Europa League had (really fun, should be repeated) single-legged knockout games in Lisbon and Cologne respectively for their closing stages. For several weeks at the tail end of the English season, football below the Championship didn’t really exist. Over in the Netherlands, Ajax probably would have won the Eredivisie, but in late April 2020 everyone decided to pack it all in on account of *gestures to lockdowns* … you know. 


Too Weird. They changed the rules. Doesn’t count.


The 2020-21 season saw the return of three substitutes in the Premier League while a number of other European leagues continued with five. The majority of Premier League games were played behind closed doors in a confusing series of events that first saw certain clubs play in front of limited crowds due to their geographical location; there was a real moment where clubs in the south of England had a soft home advantage playing in front of fans compared to those in the north. 


Eventually, everyone realised the tier system introduced by the government didn’t quite work and everyone had to play behind closed doors, and it all too often felt like a slog. Playing behind closed doors probably led to a bunch of differences on how football teams played that we are still struggling to quantify to this day. The Premier League saw more teams win away from home, but no one is 100 per cent sure why that happened. 


Nearly every Premier League game of 2020-21 was televised and we all slowly learnt that watching more than three games of football in a weekend can feel like gorging on too much cake. 


The Champions League and Europa League had two-legged knockout games, but some of them had to be played in neutral locations due to travel restrictions and other rules that still make little sense now. It was a minor miracle we crammed all of 2020-21’s fixtures into a timeframe several weeks shorter than a regular European league season, but we had to make space for Euro 2020. Which was held in 2021. 


Oh, and the Euros may have been a lot of fun, but it had way too many host cities that probably gave a sporting advantage to nations that didn’t have to travel much. Still, it was nice to watch England reach the final, even if they did lose on penalties. 


Too Weird. Weirder than 19-20, which we thought would be the weirdest season in modern football. Doesn’t count.


Now we come to the 2021-22 season, which had thicker lines for offsides on VAR decisions, and then the handball rule got tweaked again. Fans returned, in full voice and even fuller fervour. But there were also a bunch of games postponed due to COVID-19 outbreaks. Everyone was knackered after the Euros. There was a new European competition that was sort of fun in theory but didn’t make for loads of fun in practice until the last eight stage. (Which feels different, but kind of tracks with how the modern-day Champions League works?) 


Kind of weird. Some rule changes. Vibes were off. This might be the normal season? Might not count.


Apologies for writing every tweak that happened to football over the past few years, but sometimes one has to read it all in one go and have a ‘What on earth are we doing?’ moment. When did football get this weird and why are we doing this? The obvious answer is ‘because it makes money’, but we will be here again after the 2022-23 Premier League season crams 16 matchdays before the World Cup break on 13 November 2022, before resuming on Boxing Day. There’s going to be a return to five subs in the Premier League because clubs realised that actually, the Project Restart section of 19-20 had some good ideas. 


Too Weird. Going to be the weirdest season we’ve seen. A Winter World Cup? A summer AFCON tournament? A January transfer window opening up a fortnight after the World Cup Final? Too weird. Doesn’t count.


And so on. 


This is not an experience unique to football. Flick through enough Reddit threads and basketball blogs and you can find some very intelligent people applying an asterisk to each and every NBA title from the last 30 years. Every season can feel off and non-canon if one thinks about it too much. The last three seasons of COVID-19-affected football have brought about some very strange seasons, but the sport has constantly been in a state of recalibration and soft reboots. 


Across the last 30 years, European leagues have seen multiple rebrands and revamps of the European Cup format. We’ve had the Bosman Ruling, the arrival of sovereign wealth funds as club owners, the introduction of VAR and more. A Premier League player suiting up in 2022 is very different to one in 2012, and both are operating under different rules, and living different lives to any player who kicked a ball about in 1992. 


A fun illustration of the strange new reality of football came in early January 2022, where former Manchester City and QPR defender Nedum Onouha said that when he first emerged into senior team dressing rooms in 2004, a Premier League player earning £100,000 a week would enter rarefied air and be discussed in hushed tones. In 2022, Aleksandar Mitrović was thought to be earning such a figure at the top end of the Championship. 


Football is forever changing in such a way that it can be hard to pinpoint when the last ‘normal’ season was, let alone predict when the sport might return to normalcy again. The Super League may have come and gone in the space of 48 hours in 2021, but present-day football is heading towards … something. The 2022 World Cup in Qatar was shifted to the winter as its summer temperatures were not conducive to healthy football games, but temperatures taken across major American cities in the summer of 2022 suggest the next World Cup might see the USA, Mexico and Canada be a little too hot for games in 2026, which will see 48 nations compete. 


The ‘Swiss Format’ of the Champions League, due to be introduced in 2024, is going to take a while to figure out, as will the level of prestige that fans afford the Europa Conference League and the various Nations League tournaments that keep popping up. 


UEFA and the South American Football Confederation (CONMEBOL) seem to be aligning themselves closer together for ~reasons~ while FIFA President Giovanni Infantino appeared to be particularly focused on the state of African football, possibly to create his own Super League, but more probably to secure a solid voting bloc for future elections. Everyone is aware that there are too many games and it causes too much stress on players’ minds and bodies, but no one can agree on which games should be removed from the calendar to ease the burden. The football we’re currently watching is subtly changing and reforming itself for reasons that are hard to fathom beyond ‘it makes more money this way’. 


This isn’t really a good enough answer, but it’s hard to figure out what happens next. Football is meant to be one of the important things on a list of unimportant things in life. At its essence, it is a children’s game that is popular because it is so simple and cheap to play; because anyone can play a game of football, everyone can take something of interest from the game. It is one of the most absurd hobbies we have, and we have reached a point where multi-billion dollar companies are willing to spend hundreds of millions of dollars on players in order to thrill us. In 2022 Kylian Mbappé is less a football player and more a powerful geopolitical tool for both the French and Qatari governments. That is absurd. Too Weird. Probably shouldn’t count. 


There might never be another ‘normal’ season of football again, but that might be ok because football was never really normal to begin with. 
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The Diary



From the traditional curtain-raiser of the Community Shield, through to a team ending a 23-year wait for promotion in the playoffs with plenty in-between: this is the story of the 2021-22 season, day-by-day …









The diary of the 2021–22 season


by Nick Miller


August 7


The traditional curtain-raiser to the English domestic season saw FA Cup holders Leicester City beat Premier League champions Manchester City 1-0, thanks to a late Kelechi Iheanacho penalty. Jack Grealish, who had completed his British record, £100 million move from Aston Villa to Manchester City a couple of days earlier, made his debut off the bench.


August 8


The Harry Kane transfer saga continued after the England captain belatedly reported to Tottenham training following a confusing episode where it initially appeared as if he had gone on strike to force a move to Manchester City. However, the Kane camp insisted that he was reporting for duty at the appointed time after an extended post-Euro 2020 break.


August 9


Liverpool were dealt a blow with the news that Andy Robertson would potentially miss the first month of the season with an ankle injury suffered in a pre-season friendly against Athletic Bilbao. ‘It could have been worse,’ said Jürgen Klopp. Meanwhile in other injury news, Sergio Agüero learned he would miss the first 10 weeks of his Barcelona career with a calf injury.


August 10


It actually happened. Lionel Messi officially left Barcelona, where he had spent his entire senior career, to sign a two-year contract with PSG. The 34-year-old left Barca after it became clear their financial restrictions would not allow them to re-sign him, so he instead linked up with Neymar and Kylian Mbappé in Paris. ‘The club and its vision are in perfect harmony with my ambitions,’ Messi said. 


August 11


The much-maligned Kepa Arrizabalaga was the hero for Chelsea as they beat Villarreal on penalties to win the European Super Cup. Thomas Tuchel had made the bold move to bring on the Spaniard in place of Édouard Mendy specifically for the shootout, after the game finished 1-1, and he saved two penalties as Chelsea prevailed 6-5. 


August 12


Romelu Lukaku completed his return to Chelsea, signing from Inter for around £100 million, 10 years after he joined them for the first time and seven after he left for Everton. Lukaku had won Serie A with Inter, scoring 64 goals over two seasons in Italy. ‘I’m happy and blessed to be back at this wonderful club,’ he said after the transfer was confirmed.


August 13


The Premier League season began with a bang as Brentford celebrated their return to the top flight for their first time since 1947 by beating Arsenal 2-0. Goals from Sergi Canos and Christian Nørgaard were enough to defeat the Gunners, whose new signing at centre-back, Ben White, had a chastening evening, although Mikel Arteta’s side were missing a number of first-choice players. 


August 14


The first Saturday of the season began with Manchester United hammering their rivals Leeds United 5-1, shortly after confirming the signing of Raphaël Varane from Real Madrid. Liverpool beat Norwich 3-0, Rafa Benítez’s first game as Everton manager ended in a 3-1 win over Southampton while Watford sealed a winning return to the Premier League as they beat Aston Villa 3-2.


August 15


Legendary German striker Gerd Müller died at the age of 75. Müller scored a record 365 goals for Bayern Munich and 68 for West Germany, including the winner in the 1974 World Cup final. In the Premier League, Nuno Espírito Santo got off to a perfect start as Tottenham manager, as a Son Heung-min goal was enough for them to beat Manchester City 1-0.


August 16


Carli Lloyd announced her retirement from all football, after a career that took in a whopping 316 caps and 134 goals for the USA, with whom she won two World Cups and two Olympic gold medals. Barcelona president Joan Laporta revealed the extent of the club’s debt, which stood at £1.1 billion, pointing to a ‘dreadful inheritance’ left by his predecessor Josép Maria Bartomeu. 


August 17


Tammy Abraham completed a £34 million move from Chelsea to join José Mourinho at AS Roma. Abraham’s services were no longer required after the arrival of Romelu Lukaku from Inter, who in turn signed Edin Džeko from Roma. The Italian club had also hoped to sign Granit Xhaka from Arsenal, but the Swiss midfielder instead signed a new three-year contract at the Emirates. 



August 18



Arsenal Women made an ideal start to life under new manager Jonas Eidevall by strolling through their first round of Champions League qualifying, beating Kazakh side Okzhetpes 4-0. Celtic’s men won their own qualifier, this time in the Europa League, as Kyogo Furuhashi and James Forrest scored the goals in a 2-0 win over AZ Alkmaar.


August 19


Manchester United legend Denis Law announced that he had been diagnosed with mixed dementia. Law, 81, said he wanted to be ‘open’ about his condition, adding: ‘I do understand what is happening and that is why I want to address my situation now whilst I am able, because I know there will be days when I don’t understand and I hate the thought of that right now.’


August 20


Arsenal completed a double signing, after they paid £34 million for Real Madrid midfielder Martin Ødegaard, and quickly followed that up with a £30 million deal for goalkeeper Aaron Ramsdale, who joined from Sheffield United. Ødegaard had spent the second half of the previous season on loan at the Emirates, while Ramsdale was signed to compete with Bernd Leno for the No.1 jersey.


August 21


Jack Grealish scored his first goal for Manchester City in their 5-0 thrashing of Norwich, Diogo Jota and Sadio Mané scored in Liverpool’s 2-0 win over Burnley, while Patrick Vieira secured his first point as Crystal Palace boss as they drew 0-0 with Brentford and Raphinha bagged Leeds United’s second equaliser as they twice came from behind to draw 2-2 with Everton.



August 22



Romelu Lukaku scored the first goal of his second spell at Chelsea as they easily flexed Arsenal aside 2-0 at the Emirates. Reece James scored the other goal in a game that seemed to lay bare the gulf in class between the two London rivals. Earlier in the day, Harry Kane returned for Tottenham as they beat Wolves 1-0, while Manchester United drew 1-1 with Southampton.


August 23


Michail Antonio scored two rapid-fire goals in West Ham’s comprehensive 4-1 win over Leicester City, who had to play the whole second half with ten men after Ayoze Pérez was sent off. Antonio celebrated his first goal by running over to the sidelines and lifting a cardboard cutout of himself high over his head, recreating a scene from Dirty Dancing with … himself. 


August 24


Real Madrid, who had been relatively reticent in the transfer market for a few years, made a £137 million bid to bring their long-term target Kylian Mbappé to Spain from PSG. The 22-year-old’s contract was due to run out at the end of the season, and he was expected to leave the French champions at some point: Real were attempting to bring that move forward.


August 25


After a little deliberation, PSG rejected the offer for Mbappé as being ‘very far’ from his value, but sporting director Leonardo admitted that the player did want to leave the club. ‘Kylian Mbappé feels like leaving, this seems clear to me,’ he said. ‘If a player wants to leave it must be under our terms. This applies not just to Kylian but to all players.’



August 26



Harry Kane confirmed he would be staying at Tottenham, after his attempts to force through a move to Manchester City proved unsuccessful. Kane had hoped to join the Premier League champions, but a series of offers were deemed insufficient by Spurs. ‘I will be staying at Tottenham this summer and will be 100% focused on helping the team achieve success,’ Kane said.


August 27


A blockbuster transfer from virtually nowhere: Manchester United agreed a deal to bring Cristiano Ronaldo back to the club from Juventus. Ronaldo had looked certain to move to Manchester City, who turned to him after failing to sign Harry Kane, but an intervention from Sir Alex Ferguson persuaded the hierarchy to move for the man who left them for Real Madrid in 2009. 


August 28


Arsenal’s start to the season moved into ‘farce’ territory after they were ripped apart by Manchester City, who shared around the goals in a 5-0 win after Granit Xhaka was sent off. Chelsea also had a man sent off, but they held out for a 1-1 draw against Liverpool at Anfield despite Reece James’s dismissal for handball just before half-time.


August 29


Mason Greenwood scored the only goal in Manchester United’s 1-0 win over Wolves, Son Heung-min sealed Tottenham’s third 1-0 win in three games as they beat Watford, while Patrick Bamford scored a late equaliser for Leeds as they drew 1-1 with Burnley. In France, Lionel Messi made his debut for PSG, coming off the bench to play the final 24 minutes of their 2-0 win over Reims. 



August 30



Another indignity befell Arsenal as Ainsley Maitland-Niles voiced his desire to leave the club on Instagram, posting: ‘All I want to do is go where I’m wanted and where I’m going to play @Arsenal.’ That seemed to be Everton, who were interested in taking him on loan for the season, but after a meeting with Mikel Arteta, Maitland-Niles ultimately stayed.


August 31


A relatively low-key transfer deadline day ended with Chelsea signing Saúl Ñiguez on loan from Atlético Madrid, Arsenal paying Bologna £15.5 million for Takehiro Tomiyasu, Salomón Rondón joining Rafa Benítez for a third time as he signed for Everton while Dan James moved to Leeds. Real Madrid didn’t get Kylian Mbappé, but did sign promising 18-year-old midfielder Eduardo Camavinga. 


September 1


Cristiano Ronaldo became the highest scorer in men’s international football history with two late goals for Portugal against Ireland in a World Cup qualifier. Ireland looked set for a famous win with 89 minutes gone, but the Manchester United man popped up with two headers to seal the win, and take him to 111 international goals in 180 games, two ahead of previous record-holder Ali Daei. 


September 2


England eventually recorded a comfortable 4-0 win in their World Cup qualifier against Hungary in Budapest, with goals from Raheem Sterling, Harry Kane, Harry Maguire and Declan Rice. But attention after the game was on the home fans, who racially abused Sterling and Jude Bellingham with monkey chants, prompting Gareth Southgate to demand more protection for his players.



September 3



Arsenal Women landed a significant coup when they completed the signing of Tobin Heath, after the US international left Manchester United, joining Mana Iwabuchi and Nikita Parris as new Gunners arrivals. Heath’s old club United kicked off the Women’s Super League season with a 2-0 victory over Reading, thanks to goals from Kirsty Hanson and Ona Batlle in Marc Skinner’s first game in charge. 


September 4


UEFA president Aleksander Čeferin expressed ‘serious reservations and grave concerns’ about the ongoing plans for a biennial World Cup. FIFA and Gianni Infantino had been pressing on with the proposals to host the tournament every two years instead of every four — in the face of significant opposition — but Čeferin said UEFA ‘stands with the fans on this important issue’.


September 5


Italy were held to a 0-0 draw by Switzerland in their World Cup qualifier after Jorginho missed a second-half penalty, but the stalemate was Roberto Mancini’s side’s 36th consecutive unbeaten international game, which matched the world record set by Brazil in the 1990s. Elsewhere England beat Andorra 4-0, while Wales defeated Belarus 3-2 thanks to a Gareth Bale hat-trick.


September 6


Police were investigating after Brazilian health officials caused a World Cup qualifier between Brazil and Argentina to be abandoned. Four England-based Argentina players had breached COVID-19 regulations relating to entry into the country, apparently providing ‘false information’ in their health declaration forms, and officials from the Anvisa agency entered the field of play during the game.



September 7



Barcelona president Joan Laporta insisted that the flame of the European Super League, seemingly snuffed out the previous April, was still very much burning. Laporta told a Spanish TV station that ‘the project is alive’, despite every club involved apart from Barca, Real Madrid and Juventus pulling out of the proposed league in the face of overwhelming opposition from fans.


September 8


Gareth Southgate defended his decision not to make any substitutions in England’s World Cup qualifier against Poland, after a late Damian Szymański goal earned the Poles a 1-1 draw in Warsaw. Elsewhere Manchester City crashed out at the qualification stage of the Women’s Champions League, defeated 2-1 on aggregate by Real Madrid over two legs. 


September 9


Vivianne Miedema helped herself to a hat-trick as Arsenal beat Slavia Prague 4-0 on the night, 7-0 on aggregate to qualify for the group stages of the Women’s Champions League. Meanwhile Lionel Messi bagged a hat-trick for Argentina against Bolivia, which made him the top scorer in South American international history with 79 goals, taking him above Pelé who had 77. 


September 10


UEFA threatened to boycott any future World Cup over FIFA’s plans to hold the tournament every two years, instead of four. ‘We can decide not to play in it,’ said UEFA president Aleksander Čeferin. ‘As far as I know, the South Americans are on the same page. So good luck with a World Cup like that.’ Čeferin added that while they would make more money, the proposal would ‘kill football’.



September 11



Cristiano Ronaldo marked his second debut for Manchester United by scoring twice in their 4-1 rout of Newcastle at Old Trafford. However a banner with the slogan ‘#BelieveKathrynMayorga’ was flown over the ground during the game by protest group Level Up, in reference to rape allegations against Ronaldo from 2009, about which criminal and civil complaints were dismissed. 


September 12


Liverpool’s 3-0 win over Leeds United was overshadowed by a horrible injury to youngster Harvey Elliott, who dislocated his left ankle in a challenge with Pascal Struijk. ‘The whole team was shocked and we lost rhythm,’ said Jürgen Klopp afterwards. In the WSL, Spurs shocked Manchester City 2-1, while Sam Kerr scored twice in Chelsea’s 4-0 win over Everton.


September 13


Andros Townsend scored a sensational strike from 25 yards and Demarai Gray got his third in three games as Rafa Benítez’s fine start at Everton continued with a 3-1 win over Burnley at Goodison Park. Things weren’t looking so great for Burnley, as they started the season without a single victory from their four games in the Premier League so far. 


September 14


Manchester United’s Champions League campaign got off to a calamitous start as a Jesse Lingard error presented Young Boys with a 2-1 win. Life was a little easier for Chelsea, who beat Zenit St Petersburg 1-0 thanks to Romelu Lukaku. Elsewhere Bayern Munich won 3-0 at Barcelona and there were four first-half penalties in Sevilla’s 1-1 draw with Red Bull Salzburg.



September 15



Liverpool completed a comeback win in a fizzing first Champions League group game against Milan, Jordan Henderson scoring the winner in a 3-2 victory. There was another thriller in Manchester as City beat RB Leipzig 6-3, with a Christopher Nkunku hat-trick not enough for the German side. Leo Messi made his first start for PSG, but they could only draw 1-1 with Club Brugge.


September 16


Nottingham Forest sacked Chris Hughton as manager after an abysmal start to the season, one that had seen them take just a point from their first seven games. In the Europa League, Leicester drew 2-2 with Napoli, while Tottenham came from behind to secure the same scoreline against Rennes, while Declan Rice and Michail Antonio both scored as West Ham beat Dinamo Zagreb 2-0. 


September 17


Derby County were given a 12-point penalty which sent directly to the bottom of the Championship after their financial problems forced them to enter into administration. They were already facing a separate points deduction for breaking Financial Fair Play rules. In the Premier League, Allan Saint-Maximin equalised for Newcastle to earn them a 1-1 draw with Leeds after Raphinha had given the visitors the lead. 


September 18


Southampton sprung a surprise by holding Manchester City to a 0-0 draw, Liverpool made short work of Crystal Palace with Sadio Mané opening the scoring in their 3-0 win at Anfield, Martin Ødegaard got the only goal as Arsenal beat Burnley 1-0 while Norwich’s winless start to the season continued, their 3-1 home defeat to Watford their fifth loss in a row. 



September 19



Jimmy Greaves, who scored 44 goals in 57 international games for England and was Tottenham’s all-time record scorer with 266, passed away at the age of 81. Two of his former teams faced each other, with Chelsea winning 3-0 at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium, while Manchester United won 2-1 at West Ham, for whom Mark Noble came off the bench just to take a late penalty, which he missed. 


September 20


James Rodríguez, a marquee arrival at Everton only a year earlier, travelled to Qatar to seal a transfer to Al Rayyan. The Colombian signed for the Toffees from Real Madrid and, after a fine start, his time at Goodison Park was hampered by injuries and, after Carlo Ancelotti had returned to Madrid his future was always uncertain. He had yet to feature under Rafa Benítez.


September 21


England Women followed up an 8-0 thrashing of North Macedonia with another mismatch, beating Luxembourg 10-0 with Ellen White, Alex Greenwood and Millie Bright all scoring twice. In the men’s Carabao Cup, QPR beat Everton on penalties, Takumi Minamino scored twice as Liverpool beat Norwich 3-0 and Manchester City hammered Wycombe 6-1 after initially falling behind. 


September 22


Tottenham and Chelsea both progressed in the Carabao Cup on penalties, beating Wolves and Aston Villa respectively, while West Ham gained some revenge for their recent league defeat to Manchester United by knocking them out of the competition thanks to a Manuel Lanzini strike. Eddie Nketiah capped Arsenal’s 3-0 win over Wimbledon with a cheeky backheeled goal.



September 23



The grim situation at Derby appeared to worsen after Wayne Rooney criticised former owner Mel Morris following the confirmation of their 12-point penalty for entering administration. Rooney called Morris ‘disrespectful’ over his apparent lack of communication, revealing that he had to call him on the club doctor’s phone in order to speak directly. 


September 24


In Scotland, Leigh Griffiths was charged by the police after the Dundee striker kicked a smoke bomb that had been thrown onto the pitch back into the stands. Griffiths claimed he was just trying to ‘remove it from the pitch’, but the police described it as ‘culpable and reckless conduct.’ In the Championship, West Brom beat QPR 2-1 and Coventry defeated Peterborough 3-0.


September 25


Gabriel Jesus scored the only goal as Manchester City grabbed a 1-0 win over Chelsea at Stamford Bridge, which Pep Guardiola described as their ‘best performance of the season’. Brentford held Liverpool to a thrilling 3-3 draw, Newcastle’s poor start to the season continued as they drew with Watford, while Bruno Fernandes missed a late penalty as Aston Villa beat Manchester United 1-0. 


September 26


Arsenal produced an emphatic performance to beat Tottenham 3-1 in the North London derby, with all three goals arriving by the 34 minute mark. Raúl Jiménez scored his first league goal since returning from a head injury as Wolves beat Southampton. In the WSL, defending champions Chelsea hammered Manchester United 6-1, while Arsenal stunned Manchester City 5-0. 



September 27



Neal Maupay popped up with a 95th-minute equaliser to claim a point for Brighton in their clash with rivals Crystal Palace. A Wilfried Zaha penalty had given Palace the lead, but Maupay scored deep into injury time to deny them the victory. Elsewhere the national fuel crisis started to hit football, with several non-League fixtures in England having to be postponed. 


September 28


Roger Hunt, one of England’s World Cup winners in 1966, died at the age of 83. Hunt played a key role in Liverpool’s rise from the Second Division under Bill Shankly, and was their all-time top scorer until Ian Rush broke his record in 1992. In the Champions League, Leo Messi scored as PSG beat Manchester City 2-0, Liverpool hammered Porto 5-1 and FC Sheriff, minnows from Moldova, beat Real Madrid. 


September 29


Manchester United had to rely on Cristiano Ronaldo to dig them out of a hole against Villarreal, as he scored in the 95th minute to grab a 2-1 victory, after which Ole Gunnar Solskjær admitted they were ‘lucky’. In Italy, Federico Chiesa got the only goal as Juventus beat Chelsea 1-0 in their group game, while the pressure on Ronald Koeman increased after Barcelona lost to Benfica. 


September 30


Tottenham enjoyed some respite from their poor league form with a Harry Kane hat-trick against Mura in the Europa League, a game Spurs won 5-1. West Ham beat Rapid Vienna 2-0 although the game was marred slightly by missiles thrown by the Austrian team’s support, while Leicester’s European campaign took a turn for the worse after they were beaten 1-0 by Legia Warsaw.



October 1



Sparta Prague responded to accusations of racism on the part of their fans, who had booed midfielder Glen Kamara during their Europa League game, by claiming any boos came from children who should not be attacked. Kamara had been racially abused by Slavia Prague’s Ondřej Kúdela the previous season. In Australia, Daniel Sturridge signed for A-League side Perth Glory.


October 2


Another adverse result for Manchester United came as Andros Townsend equalised to secure a 1-1 draw for Everton at Old Trafford. Brighton had the better of a 0-0 draw against Arsenal, Timo Werner scored late to help Chelsea to a 3-1 win over Southampton, Norwich got their first point of the season thanks to a goalless draw with Burnley and Leeds enjoyed their first win, beating Watford 1-0.


October 3


Mo Salah scored a stunning goal that wasn’t enough for Liverpool to beat Manchester City in a thriller at Anfield, with Phil Foden and Kevin De Bruyne scoring the defending champions’ goals in a 2-2 draw. Crystal Palace came from 2-0 down to draw with Leicester, Yoane Wissa sealed a 2-1 win for Brentford against West Ham with the last kick of the game while Spurs beat Aston Villa 2-1.


October 4


Watford appointed Claudio Ranieri as their new manager, after defeat to Leeds proved the end for Xisco Muñoz. Ranieri’s most recent job in England was at Fulham, where he steered them in the direction of relegation, but he’d done solid work in Italy with Roma and Sampdoria in the interim. Manchester City alleged that a Liverpool fan had spat at their bench during the teams’ 2-2 draw. 



October 5



Arsenal were outclassed by an unstoppable-looking Barcelona in the Women’s Champions League. Alexia Putellas and Lieke Martens were among the scorers for the Catalan side in their 4-1 win, with Frida Maanum claiming a consolation. James Ward-Prowse was called up to an injury-hit England men’s squad for their World Cup qualifiers against Hungary and Andorra. 


October 6


Ferran Torres scored twice for Spain as they beat European champions Italy in the Nations League semi-final. Lorenzo Pellegrini scored for Italy, but couldn’t prevent their first defeat since September 2018. In the Women’s Champions League, Pernille Harder scored a late equaliser for Chelsea in a 3-3 thriller against Wolfsburg, who were 3-1 up at one stage thanks to some calamitous defending. 


October 7


The long Newcastle takeover saga came to an end after the Saudi Arabia Public Investment Fund completed their £300 million purchase of the club from Mike Ashley. Amnesty International called the takeover ‘a clear attempt to sportswash the Saudi’s appalling human rights record.’ In the Nations League, France roared back from 2-0 down to Belgium to win 3-2 and earn a place in the final.


October 8


In the 2022 World Cup qualifiers, Dan James earned a point for Wales as they drew 2-2 with the Czech Republic in Prague. Elsewhere Germany beat Romania 2-1, the Netherlands defeated Latvia and Turkey drew 1-1 with Norway. England’s game in Andorra was briefly in doubt after a fire at the Estadi Nacional, but it was ultimately confirmed that the World Cup qualifier would go ahead.



October 9



Jack Grealish rounded off the scoring as England strolled to a 5-0 victory against Andorra and all but sealed their qualification for the World Cup. It wasn’t so hot for Northern Ireland, who lost to Switzerland, while Scotland took a huge step towards securing second place in their group with a 94th minute Scott McTominay winner over Israel. The Manchester derby in the WSL ended 2-2.


October 10


France added the Nations League to their World Cup win after they defeated Spain in the final in Milan, a goal by Kylian Mbappé 10 minutes from time enough to seal the 2-1 victory for Didier Deschamps’s side. Arsenal stayed on top of the WSL after they beat Everton 3-0, while Chelsea defeated Leicester City 2-0 but had to wait until the last 10 minutes to break the deadlock. 


October 11


Germany became the first team to qualify for the World Cup after Timo Werner and Kai Havertz were among the scorers in their 4-0 victory over North Macedonia, sealing their spot in Qatar. Wales remained on track to join them after an early Kieffer Moore strike was enough to earn a 1-0 win over Estonia, while Turkey scored two late goals to beat Latvia.


October 12


England limped to a 1-1 draw against Hungary at Wembley, John Stones scoring their goal, but attention was mainly focused on the stands where a section of the visiting support fought with police near the start of the game. Denmark qualified for the World Cup after beating Austria while Scotland stayed on course for a play-off spot by beating the Faroe Islands 1-0.



October 13



Chelsea earned a sensational first win of their Women’s Champions League campaign, as goals from Erin Cuthbert and Pernille Harder were enough to beat Juventus 2-1 in Turin. The win took Chelsea second in the ‘Group of Death’, behind Wolfsburg. The Bournemouth midfielder David Brooks was diagnosed with cancer, but his prognosis was good and he began treatment immediately.


October 14


Arsenal bounced back from a thrashing by Barcelona in their previous Women’s Champions League game by emphatically beating Hoffenheim 4-0, with Tobin Heath scoring in her second start for the club. Despite much speculation that he would be sacked, it was confirmed that Steve Bruce would remain in charge for the new Newcastle owners’ first game, against Tottenham.


October 15


Jürgen Klopp joined those questioning Newcastle United’s takeover by the Saudi Arabia Public Investment fund. After Premier League clubs called an emergency meeting to discuss the takeover, Klopp asked why there had been no explanation from Premier League chief executive Richard Masters. ‘We all know there are obviously some concerns over human rights issues,’ he said. 


October 16


Ole Gunnar Solskjær was under more pressure after his Manchester United team were ruthlessly beaten 4-2 by Leicester. Roberto Firmino scored a hat-trick and Mo Salah hit another stunner as Liverpool hammered Watford 5-0, Wolves scored three times after the 80th minute to come back from 2-0 down at Aston Villa, while Southampton got their first win of the season, beating Leeds 1-0.



October 17



The first game of the new era at Newcastle ended in defeat — despite the Magpies going ahead against Tottenham, first Tanguy Ndombele then Harry Kane and Son Heung-min scored to claim a 3-2 win. Afterwards Steve Bruce said his future was ‘out of my hands’. David Moyes enjoyed a return to Goodison Park after an Angelo Ogbonna header gave West Ham a 1-0 win over Everton.


October 18


UEFA gave a two-match crowd ban (the second suspended) to England at Wembley, plus a €100,000 fine, as punishment for the violence at the Euro 2020 final. The ban would be for England’s next competitive UEFA fixture, their first home game of the 2022-23 Nations League. In the Premier League, Alexandre Lacazette scored a late equaliser as Arsenal and Crystal Palace drew 2-2.


October 19


Mo Salah scored a penalty in Liverpool’s lively 3-2 victory over Atlético Madrid in the Champions League, with Antoine Griezmann scoring twice but getting sent off for the hosts. Manchester City made short work of Club Brugge, Riyad Mahrez scoring twice in their 5-1 win, while a Leo Messi Panenka penalty gave PSG a 3-2 win over RB Leipzig in Paris. 


October 20


The inevitable was confirmed when Newcastle announced the dismissal of Steve Bruce as manager. In the Champions League, Cristiano Ronaldo completed Manchester United’s comeback from 2-0 down against Atalanta to win 3-2, while things were a little more straightforward for Chelsea and Bayern, who both won 4-0 against Malmö and Benfica respectively.



October 21



Tottenham were embarrassed in the Europa Conference League as Nuno Espírito Santo’s decision to play a second-string side against Vitesse backfired, the Dutch side winning 1-0. It wasn’t quite as bad as José Mourinho’s Roma, who were humiliated 6-1 by Bodø/Glimt. West Ham had a better time, as they beat Genk 3-0, while Rangers beat Brondby 2-0. 


October 22


Emile Smith Rowe capped a fine individual performance with a goal as Arsenal easily beat Aston Villa 3-1 in the Premier League, with Thomas Partey and Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang scoring the other goals for Mikel Arteta’s side. Five men appeared in court in Belgium after a Manchester City fan was attacked before their Champions League game against Club Brugge.


October 23


Joshua King scored a hat-trick for Watford as they shocked Everton with a 5-2 win at Goodison Park. Mason Mount also hit three as Chelsea battered Norwich 7-0, a Callum Wilson overhead kick earned Newcastle a 1-1 draw against Crystal Palace and Rodrigo rescued a point for Leeds against Wolves. Beth Mead scored a hat-trick for England Women as they beat Northern Ireland 4-0. 


October 24


Ole Gunnar Solskjær called Manchester United’s 5-0 home defeat to Liverpool his ‘darkest day’ as the club’s manager. Mo Salah got a hat-trick while Diogo Jota and Naby Keïa got the others. Michail Antonio scored the only goal as West Ham beat Tottenham 1-0. James Maddison scored the winner for Leicester as they beat Brentford 2-1. In Spain, Real Madrid beat Barcelona 2-1.



October 25



Barcelona condemned ‘violent and disdainful acts’ against their coach Ronald Koeman, after his car was blocked from leaving the Camp Nou following their defeat to Real Madrid. Fans verbally abused Koeman and kicked the car as he attempted to drive away. ‘The club will take security and disciplinary measures so that such unfortunate events do not happen again,’ a statement read.


October 26


Walter Smith, the legendary manager of Rangers who guided the Scottish giants to 21 major trophies in two spells at the club, passed away at the age of 73. Smith won seven league titles in his first stint as Rangers boss and three in his second, as well as reaching the 2008 UEFA Cup final. Smith also managed Scotland, Everton and was Sir Alex Ferguson’s assistant at Manchester United.


October 27


A 1-0 defeat to Rayo Vallecano was the final straw for Barcelona as they dismissed Ronald Koeman as their manager. The loss left Barca ninth in La Liga and after some poor results in the Champions League, the club’s board felt they could leave it no longer. In Australia, Adelaide United player Josh Cavallo received widespread support after he came out as gay. 


October 28


England and Northern Ireland were drawn together in the Women’s European Championships, to be held in England in 2022, with Austria and Norway making up the other teams in Group A. Defending champions the Netherlands were drawn with world No 2 side Sweden, as well as Russia and Switzerland, while Germany and Spain in Group B looked like a spicy pairing.



October 29



One of the more bizarre stories of the year became more real as Hollywood actors Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney gave their first press conference after taking over National League side Wrexham. ‘We’d be lying if the dream wasn’t the Premier League,’ said Reynolds. ‘We want to get back in the Football League and continue our way upwards.’


October 30


Goals from Conor Gallagher and Wilfried Zaha gave Crystal Palace a 2-0 win over Manchester City, then Brighton came back from two down to claim a 2-2 draw against Liverpool. Manchester United beat Tottenham 3-0, Aaron Ramsdale produced heroics as Arsenal beat Leicester 2-0, while Burnley got their first win of the season, 3-1 over Brentford. 


October 31


Chelsea and Arsenal reached the delayed 2020-21 Women’s FA Cup final as they beat Manchester City and Brighton in their respective semi-finals. In the men’s Premier League, West Ham took advantage of Ezri Konsa’s red card to sweep Aston Villa aside 4-1 at Villa Park, while Raphinha and Rodrigo scored the goals for Leeds as they beat struggling Norwich 2-1.


November 1


Nuno Espírito Santo’s reign as Tottenham manager ended after just 17 games in charge, as he was sacked following their defeat at home to Manchester United and general unhappiness from the stands at their dismal style of play. Wolves beat Everton 2-1 to pile pressure on Toffees manager Rafa Benítez. In Spain, Sergio Agüero was ruled out for three months with cardiac problems. 



November 2



Tottenham moved quickly to appoint Antonio Conte as their manager, with the former Inter and Chelsea boss signing a two-and-a-half year contract to replace Nuno. In the Champions League, Cristiano Ronaldo saved Manchester United with an injury-time equaliser to salvage a 2-2 draw with Atalanta, while Chelsea edged past Malmö 1-0 thanks to a Hakim Ziyech goal.


November 3


Liverpool booked their spot in the Champions League knockout rounds after Diogo Jota and Sadio Mané scored a pair of early goals in their 2-0 win over Atlético Madrid. Manchester City were on the brink of joining them following their 4-1 victory against Club Brugge. In the Championship, Fulham hammered Blackburn Rovers 7-0 at Ewood Park. 


November 4


Tottenham won their first game under Antonio Conte, hanging on after scoring three early goals to beat Vitesse Arnhem 3-2 in the Europa Conference League. In the Europa League, West Ham drew 2-2 with Genk in David Moyes’s 1,000th game as a manager, while Leicester drew 1-1 with Spartak Moscow. Jadon Sancho was dropped from the England squad for their upcoming World Cup qualifiers. 


November 5


An early Adam Armstrong goal was enough for Southampton to inflict a fifth successive league defeat on Aston Villa, who edged closer to the relegation zone. In managerial news, Eddie Howe looked set to take the vacant position at Newcastle after Unai Emery turned it down, while Xavi agreed a deal in principle to return to Barcelona from Al-Sadd in Qatar. 



November 6



Manchester City cruised to a straightforward 2-0 win over Manchester United, an Eric Bailly own goal and one from Bernardo Silva securing the points. Matěj Vydra scored a late equaliser for Burnley as they grabbed a surprise draw at Chelsea, Norwich finally got their first league win of the season, 2-1 over Brentford, while Newcastle drew 1-1 at Brighton with Eddie Howe watching on.


November 7


West Ham moved above Liverpool in the table after an extraordinary 3-2 win over Jürgen Klopp’s side, uncharacteristic mistakes by Alisson contributing to the result. It was 0-0 between Everton and Spurs, Leicester and Leeds drew 1-1 while Arsenal beat Watford 1-0. Dean Smith was sacked by Aston Villa, while in the Championship Chris Wilder replaced Neil Warnock at Middlesbrough. 


November 8


Eddie Howe was officially confirmed as Newcastle manager, replacing Steve Bruce but with the side second bottom of the Premier League without a win to their name. Another long-expected appointment was confirmed, with Xavi officially taking over as Barcelona head coach. Emile Smith Rowe was called up to the England squad after Marcus Rashford and James Ward-Prowse dropped out.


November 9


Emma Hayes had warned Chelsea not to take Servette lightly in the Women’s Champions League, but they didn’t need those warnings as they beat the Swiss side 7-0. The prospect of a narrative-fuelled relegation battle loomed as Aston Villa looked to be interested in Steven Gerrard as their new manager, while Norwich considered Frank Lampard to replace Daniel Farke. 



November 10



An extraordinary story in France saw PSG women’s midfielder Kheira Hamraoui hospitalised after she was dragged out of her car and attacked by two masked men, while police questioned her team-mate Aminata Diallo over the incident. Diallo was later released without charge. In the Women’s Champions League, Arsenal thrashed HB Køge 5-1. Liverpool sporting director Michael Edwards announced he was stepping down at the end of the season. 


November 11


Aston Villa confirmed the appointment of Steven Gerrard as their new manager, the former England international signing a three-and-a-half year contract after leaving Rangers. In the World Cup qualifiers, Ireland held Portugal to a 0-0 draw as Pepe was sent off, Spain edged past Greece 1-0, Germany beat Lichtenstein 9-0, while Croatia hammered Malta 7-1.


November 12


Harry Kane scored a hat-trick in England’s 5-0 World Cup qualifying win over Albania, Scotland confirmed a play-off spot after beating Moldova 2-0 but Italy’s qualification was in doubt after they drew with Switzerland. Brazil became the first South American side to qualify after they beat Colombia 1-0. Ron Flowers, a member of England’s 1966 World Cup squad, died aged 87. 


November 13


Belgium and France booked their places at the World Cup with 3-1 and 8-0 wins over Estonia and Kazakhstan respectively. The Netherlands had to wait after losing a two-goal lead to draw 2-2 with Montenegro, but Wales’s hopes were still alive after Aaron Ramsey starred in a 5-1 win over Belarus. In the WSL, Vivianne Miedema equalised in injury time to earn Arsenal a 1-1 draw with Spurs.



November 14



Portugal would have to go through the play-offs to make the World Cup after a late Aleksandar Mitrović goal gave Serbia a 2-1 win and an automatic spot in Qatar. Álvaro Morata scored a late winner over Sweden to seal Spain’s passage while Croatia also qualified. Chelsea humiliated WSL rivals Manchester City with a 4-0 win, putting City boss Gareth Taylor’s position under pressure.


November 15


European champions Italy joined Portugal in the World Cup play-offs after they could only muster a 0-0 draw with Northern Ireland. England confirmed their qualification after beating San Marino 10-0, Switzerland did the same after thrashing Bulgaria 4-0, while Scotland beat Denmark 2-0. Dean Smith was confirmed as Norwich City’s new manager, just a week after leaving Aston Villa.


November 16


Wales ensured they would be at home for their World Cup qualifying play-off after a 1-1 draw with Belgium, while the Netherlands secured automatic qualification by beating Norway 2-0. Derby were deducted a further nine points — taking their total deficit to 21 points — for breaking EFL rules over the sale of Pride Park to a company controlled by former owner Mel Morris. 


November 17


Argentina’s 0-0 draw with Brazil ensured their spot at the World Cup, but Uruguay lost 3-0 to Bolivia and thus were in real danger of not making it to Qatar. Arsenal all-but sealed their place in the knockout rounds of the Women’s Champions League by beating HB Køge 3-0. Reading were deducted six points for exceeding financial losses allowed in EFL profit and sustainability rules. 



November 18



Chelsea were made to work surprisingly hard for their 1-0 win in the Women’s Champions League over Servette, but Sam Kerr eventually got the only goal. Rangers appointed former player Giovanni van Bronckhorst as their new manager, replacing Steven Gerrard. In the FA Cup, Exeter would have to replay their game against Bradford — which they had won 3-0 — due to using too many substitutes. 


November 19


An extremely 2021 story saw Manchester City suspend a partnership with cryptocurrency firm 3Key – initially announced as their ‘official regional partner in decentralised finance trading analysis’ – after doubts emerged whether the company actually existed. Manchester United faced up to three months without Paul Pogba, after the Frenchman sustained a thigh injury on international duty. 


November 20


The end looked nigh for Ole Gunnar Solskjær after Manchester United were humiliated 4-1 by Watford. Arsenal’s good run ended after they were dismantled by Liverpool, Sadio Mané scoring first in a 4-0 win. Late goals gave Steven Gerrard a winning start as Aston Villa manager as they beat Brighton 2-0, while Dean Smith also won his opener for Norwich, 2-1 over Southampton. 


November 21


The inevitable was confirmed as Manchester United sacked Ole Gunnar Solskjær after almost three years in charge, with Michael Carrick taking temporary charge. Manchester City beat Everton 3-0 while Antonio Conte got his first Premier League win as Spurs boss, beating Leeds 2-1. Vivianne Miedema scored yet again as Arsenal beat Manchester United 2-0 in the WSL.



November 22



Gareth Southgate signed a contract extension that would keep him in charge of England until Euro 2024. There was recrimination and blame after the weekend saw Lyon’s game against Marseille abandoned, due to L’OM’s Dimitri Payet being struck by a bottle thrown from the crowd. It was the latest such incident in a Ligue 1 season marred by repeated incidents of crowd trouble.


November 23


Chelsea emphatically made it to the last 16 of the Champions League after they hammered Juventus 4-0. Michael Carrick won his first game in charge of Manchester United, as they beat Villarreal 2-0. Bayern Munich’s 100% record continued as they beat Dynamo Kyiv 2-1, while Barcelona’s qualification hopes were left in doubt as they could only draw 0-0 with Benfica. 


November 24


Manchester City ensured they would top their Champions League group after coming from behind to beat PSG 2-1. Liverpool cruised past Porto, beating them 2-0. Real Madrid and Inter both sealed their qualification, but Borussia Dortmund were out after losing 3-1 to Sporting. Ben Chilwell was expected to miss the rest of the season after suffering a cruciate ligament injury. 


November 25


Antonio Conte said he truly understood how difficult his job at Spurs was following their shock 2-1 defeat in the Europa Conference League to Slovenian side NS Mura. Sheffield United appointed Paul Heckingbottom as their new manager after sacking Slaviša Jokanović. Wigan striker Charlie Wyke was in a stable condition in hospital after collapsing during training. 



November 26



Manchester United were in advanced talks to appoint Ralf Rangnick, the man who was the architect of the Red Bull football empire, as the man to replace Ole Gunnar Solskjær as their manager until the end of the season. Czech billionaire Daniel Křetínský agreed to purchase a 27% stake in West Ham, which included an option to take over the club in full. 


November 27


Goals from Bukayo Saka and Gabriel Martinelli were enough for Arsenal to beat Newcastle 2-0. Diogo Jota scored twice as Liverpool beat Southampton 4-0, while Steven Gerrard’s good start as Aston Villa boss continued as they beat Crystal Palace 2-1. Ellen White celebrated her 100th cap by scoring the only goal for England as they beat Austria 1-0 in a Women’s World Cup qualifier. 


November 28


Manchester United claimed a battling point at Stamford Bridge, with Jorginho saving a 1-1 draw for Chelsea after Jadon Sancho had opened the scoring. Everton’s misery continued as an Ivan Toney penalty gave Brentford a 1-0 win, making it seven winless games for Rafa Benítez’s side. Manchester City beat West Ham 2-1 while Leicester defeated Watford 4-2. 


November 29


Ralf Rangnick was confirmed as Manchester United’s interim manager until the end of the season, with the German set for a consultancy role at the club after that. Rangnick arrived from Lokomotiv Moscow, where he had been director of football. The Ballon d’Or winners were announced, with Leo Messi winning his seventh men’s title and Barcelona’s Alexia Putellas winning the women’s trophy. 



November 30



Raphinha scored a 94th minute penalty to help Leeds to a 1-0 win over Crystal Palace and ease them a little further clear of the bottom three. Newcastle thought they were on course for their first win of the season until Teemu Pukki’s equaliser earned Norwich a 1-1 draw. Ellen White became England’s record goalscorer as she helped herself to a hat-trick in a 20-0 thrashing of Latvia. 


December 1


Mo Salah scored twice as Liverpool swept Everton away in the Merseyside derby, Jordan Henderson and Diogo Jota getting the others in a 4-1 win. Bernardo Silva starred and scored in Manchester City’s 2-1 win over Aston Villa, Chelsea beat Watford 2-1 thanks to a Hakim Ziyech winner and Neal Maupay scored a sensational bicycle kick to earn West Ham a draw with Brighton.


December 2


Michael Carrick left Manchester United after guiding them to a 3-2 comeback win over Arsenal, Cristiano Ronaldo scoring their winner. Carrick had been expected to stay under Ralf Rangnick, but announced his departure after the game. Tottenham were made to work hard for their 2-0 win over Brentford, with Son Heung-min scoring the clinching goal in the second half. 


December 3


Christian Eriksen returned to Odense, the Danish club with whom he started his career, to train as he started to inch his way back into football. Eriksen, who suffered a cardiac arrest while playing for Denmark at Euro 2020, had been unable to play for Serie A champions Inter due to regulations in Italy preventing footballers fitted with defibrillators from playing in the country. 



December 4



A remarkable fluke by Arthur Masuaku completed an extraordinary win for West Ham, as they came back to beat Chelsea 3-2. Manchester City went top after beating Watford 3-1. Divock Origi popped up in the 94th minute to score a dramatic late winner as Liverpool beat Wolves 1-0. Callum Wilson scored the only goal as Newcastle finally won a game, 1-0 over Burnley.


December 5


Sam Kerr scored twice, one of them a delicious chip, as Chelsea beat Arsenal 3-0 in the Women’s FA Cup final. This was the 2020-21 cup, with the previous season’s final postponed due to COVID-19. Ralf Rangnick won his first game in charge of Manchester United, 1-0 over Crystal Palace, Patrick Bamford grabbed a late point for Leeds against Brentford while Spurs beat Norwich 3-0. 


December 6


Demarai Gray scored an absolutely sensational long-range winner for Everton, as they beat Arsenal 2-1 at Goodison Park to relieve a little of the pressure on manager Rafa Benítez. It was an eventful day for Everton, after their director of football Marcel Brands had departed following disagreements with Benítez and the board about the direction of the club. 


December 7


Liverpool made it six wins from six in their Champions League group after Mo Salah and Divock Origi scored in their 2-1 away win to Milan. Manchester City’s group stage ended flatly as they were beaten 2-1 by RB Leipzig in Germany. Atlético squeaked through to the knockouts after beating Porto 3-1 and Real Madrid topped their group after beating Inter 2-0.



December 8



Chelsea had to settle for second in their Champions League group after a frantic 3-3 draw with Zenit St Petersburg. Manchester United drew 1-1 with Young Boys having already qualified, but Barcelona went out after losing to Bayern Munich. In the Women’s Champions League, Sam Kerr knocked a pitch invader to the ground in Chelsea’s 0-0 draw with Juventus. 


December 9


Barcelona outclassed Arsenal 4-0 in the Women’s Champions League, Jenni Hermoso scoring twice in a one-sided affair at the Emirates. An already qualified West Ham were beaten 1-0 by Dinamo Zagreb in the Europa League, while Tottenham’s Europa Conference League fixture with Rennes and their Premier League game against Brighton were postponed due to a COVID-19 outbreak. 


December 10


Brentford were losing to Watford in the 84th minute but two late goals, including a 96th-minute penalty by Bryan Mbeumo, turned things around as they secured a comeback victory. Paul Pogba’s Manchester United future became less clear after Ralf Rangnick insisted he wouldn’t try to persuade the French midfielder, whose contract was up at the end of the season, to stay. 


December 11


Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang was dropped for ‘disciplinary reasons’ by Mikel Arteta for Arsenal’s 3-0 win over Southampton. Mo Salah’s penalty was enough for Liverpool to beat Aston Villa on Steven Gerrard’s return to Anfield, Jorginho scored from the spot in injury time as Chelsea beat Leeds 3-2, Manchester City beat Wolves 1-0 and Manchester United beat Norwich 1-0.



December 12



Leicester made short work of Newcastle as James Maddison led the way in a 4-0 victory at the King Power Stadium. Conor Gallagher scored twice for Crystal Palace as they comfortably beat Everton 3-1, while Nick Pope made a series of fine saves to salvage a 0-0 draw for Burnley against West Ham. Manchester United beat Brighton 2-0 in the WSL. 
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