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How to use this ebook:


•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.


•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.


•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.


•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.


•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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Grand Central Station






WELCOME TO New York City



10 TOP EXPERIENCES


Planning Your Trip


DAILY REMINDERS


WHAT’S NEW?


BEST OF New York City


THE CITY’S BEST BAGELS


BEST OF THE ARTS


EATING YOUR WAY AROUND THE WORLD IN NYC


New York City Like a Local


BEST PEOPLE-WATCHING


New York City with Kids


BEST SKYLINE VIEWS


New York City goes by many names: the Big Apple, Gotham, and the City That Never Sleeps. For those who have yet to see it up close, the city exists in outsized, mythic proportions, inspiring big dreams and endless wonder. It’s filled with art deco skyscrapers such as the Empire State and Chrysler Buildings, storied institutions like the New York Stock Exchange and Apollo Theater, and an endless and ever-changing array of restaurants, shops, and bars and clubs that stay open until the early hours.


Noise abounds—the siren call of the city is usually an ambulance stuck in gridlock traffic. People walk and talk quickly and are prone to rapid replies that can sound curt to the untrained ear. Contrary to our reputation, though, New Yorkers aren’t rude: We just always have someplace to be.


Perhaps above all, this is a city of the arts. Famous masterpieces hang at The Met and MoMA, while new masterpieces are waiting to be discovered in neighborhood galleries. The gleaming theaters of the Great White Way now more than ever represent the diversity and cutting edge of the nation, while hundreds of black-box spaces in nondescript buildings provide a place for innovative playwrights to hone their craft.


Every time you think you have this complex city pinned down, it shows you another side. Look beyond the famed icons; there’s always something new to discover. The city’s myriad stories spill out onto the streets and into the creative imaginations of the individuals who make this densely populated metropolis come alive. The real way to fit in here is to go your own way.
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Central Park in autumn






10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Strolling The High Line, downtown’s reclaimed elevated green space.
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2 Eating your way around the world, from authentic international cuisine to the city’s best bagels.
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3 Immersing yourself in the Brooklyn cultural scene at St. Ann’s Warehouse, Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM) (pictured), and Baby’s All Right.








[image: image]



4 Wandering amid world-class art at the Whitney Museum of American Art, the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), and The Metropolitan Museum of Art (pictured).
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5 Seeking out skyline views at the Empire State Building, Rockefeller Center (pictured), and Governors Island.
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6 Wandering through Central Park on meandering paths amid the lakes and trees.
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7 Watching live theater on the Great White Way and in intimate neighborhood theaters.
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8 Experiencing America’s immigrant history at Ellis Island (pictured) and the Tenement Museum.
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9 Setting foot on Liberty Island to admire the Statue of Liberty and the ideals she represents.
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10 Seeing the city from a new angle while walking across the Brooklyn Bridge (pictured) or the Williamsburg Bridge.






Planning Your Trip



New York City Neighborhoods


Lower Manhattan


The financial heart of the city, Lower Manhattan is full of historical landmarks and serves as the jumping-off point to the city’s most iconic sights like the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.


Soho and Tribeca


Soho (South of Houston Street) and Tribeca (Triangle Below Canal) are art and fashion hubs. Plan to spend the day visiting galleries and indulging your inner gourmand.
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Soho crowds on Spring Street





East Village and Lower East Side


Learning about these areas’ rich immigrant history at the Tenement Museum will give you a deeper appreciation for the neighborhood’s evolution and its creative spirit.


The Village and the Meatpacking District


The Village and the Meatpacking District are destinations for anyone interested in fashion, legendary nightlife venues, and top-notch dining experiences.
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Williamsburg Bridge, Brooklyn





Chelsea and Union Square


You’ll find the highest concentration of art galleries in Chelsea, along with a thriving LGBTQ+ community. Swing by the farmers market and pause for some people-watching at bustling Union Square.
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Union Square farmers market





Midtown, Hell’s Kitchen, and Times Square


Home to Broadway’s Theater District as well as many prominent Off-Broadway theaters, this area is known for its bright lights and iconic skyscrapers.


Upper West Side and Upper East Side


These residential neighborhoods bookend Central Park, the city’s largest park. Here, you’ll find world-class museums, performing arts centers, and low-key local restaurants.


Harlem and Morningside Heights


Harlem is one of the city’s fastest-growing neighborhoods. Despite the influx of new businesses, you can still find historical landmarks and experience the legendary bebop jazz scene.


Downtown Brooklyn, Dumbo, and Fort Greene


Separated from Manhattan by the East River, Brooklyn is an attraction in its own right. With plenty of green spaces, trendy restaurants, and breweries, Downtown Brooklyn and the surrounding area warrants more than just a day trip.
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Brooklyn Bridge Park





Williamsburg, Greenpoint, and Bushwick


These areas of Brooklyn have evolved from an industrial hub to the best spot to sip craft beer while enjoying live music. You’ll find no shortage of tasting rooms, artists’ studios, and good eats.


Greater New York City


New York extends far beyond Manhattan and Brooklyn. Consider a day trip to Upper Manhattan and the Bronx to visit the botanical garden or Yankee Stadium. Head to Queens to see the New York Mets play. On the southern end of Brooklyn, you’ll find Prospect Park and Coney Island.


When to Go


High Season


High season in New York includes the fall (Sept.-Nov.) and the end-of-year holiday season (Nov.-Dec.). The most temperate weather is in September, October, or early November, when temperatures top out around 70°F (21°C), with lows around 50°F (10°C), allowing for long exploratory walks around the city. Hotel rates are most expensive during this period, sometimes more than four times what you’d pay in the summer or winter. The beginning of fall also signals the start of the year’s cultural calendar, including the onset of theater season as award-winning companies return from summer hiatus and the commencement of major arts festivals such as the New York Film Festival and New Yorker Festival.


Crowds and hotel prices also surge during the winter holiday season in December as people pack into town for some of the city’s bucket-list events, including the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, the Christmas tree lighting in Rockefeller Center, and New Year’s Eve in Times Square.


Shoulder Season


Spring (Apr.-June) is variable, ranging from rainy and cold to pleasantly temperate, in the 60°F or 70°F spectrum (15-25°C), so come during this time if you’re the gambling sort. There will be plenty of cultural events and more reasonable hotel deals than in the fall. Days also are longer, with the sunset stretching till after 8pm as the months inch toward summer.


Low Season


Hearty travelers looking for hotel discounts will find them outside the holidays during the winter low season (Jan.-Mar.) and increasingly in the summer (Jul.-Aug.). It may snow and temperatures might be freezing or sweltering, respectively, but the cultural life of the city is in full swing in frosty months and the crowds are more manageable at both ends of the temperature spectrum. In winter, average highs and lows are 40°F (4°C) and 27°F (-2°C), respectively, while summer is hot and often uncomfortably humid. Temperatures around 85°F (29°C) are common but sometimes creep up into the mid-to-high 90°F range (35-37°C), with matching humidity percentages. On the upside, it can be easier to get coveted restaurant reservations in the summer because many New Yorkers with the means flee the heat to the Hamptons and Hudson Valley, and free cultural events abound: concerts, outdoor movie screenings, and Shakespeare in the Park.
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Winter Village at Bryant Park





Transportation


Air


Travelers arriving by air to New York City typically fly into John F. Kennedy International Airport or LaGuardia Airport, both in Queens, or Newark Liberty International Airport in nearby New Jersey.



Public Transit



Driving isn’t recommended in New York City. Besides the hassle of navigating the traffic and confusing one-way streets, drivers must pay a congestion relief toll. Plus, parking is difficult to come by and expensive. And one of the great pleasures of New York City is that it’s highly walkable and has an excellent transit system. Subways run frequently and are often the fastest way to get around during the day. Buses can take a long time but can be convenient for traveling between the east and west sides in Manhattan. Subways and buses run 24 hours a day, though less frequently after 11pm. You can pay for both using the OMNY reader with your contactless credit or debit card.
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passengers traveling on the subway





A great way to get around and simultaneously sightsee is the NYC Ferry ($4.50), a newly minted fleet of boats that shuttles riders between popular areas—though be aware that delays are common.


Reservations


It’s always a good idea to book your accommodations in advance, but it’s particularly essential for the holiday month of December, for which you should book ahead at least three months. At other times of year, a month ahead should suffice, and last-minute deals can also be found on the HotelTonight app (www.hoteltonight.com).


Tickets for buzzy Off-Broadway shows should be booked well in advance, as soon as announced on websites including www.playbill.com and www.theatermania.com, but otherwise a couple of weeks prior is typically sufficient even for Broadway shows. TKTS booths are a good place for procrastinators to find same-day half-price tickets, and you might even be able to snag a deal popping by the box office.


Restaurants typically take reservations up to a month in advance, and the most popular fill up within minutes or seconds of releasing a new block of dates through their website or Resy (www.resy.com), so stay vigilant if you have your eye on a specific place. Try logging on a few minutes before the release time and then refreshing the browser to increase your chances of nabbing a coveted table. If you strike out, most take walk-ins and the best time to show up is usually 30 minutes before opening. Popular restaurants that don’t take reservations often allow you to put your name on a list along with your cell number, so you can hit up a bar or otherwise explore a neighborhood while waiting.




Daily Reminders


• Monday: Most theaters are dark. The National September 11 Memorial & Museum offers free admission (5:30pm-7pm) and the Guggenheim Museum is pay-what-you-wish (4pm-5:30pm); advance reservations are suggested.


• Tuesday: The Whitney Museum of American Art is closed.


• Wednesday: Broadway shows and some Off-Broadway productions have matinee shows. The Frick Collection offers pay-what-you-wish entry (2pm-6pm).


• Thursday: Galleries in Chelsea have show openings with free wine. Admission is pay-what-you wish at the New Museum (7pm-9pm).


• Friday: Many museums and other institutions host free admission or pay-what-you-wish hours today, including the Whitney Museum of American Art (5pm-10pm), The Morgan Library & Museum (5pm-7pm, reservation required), and New-York Historical Society (5pm-8pm). On the first Friday of the month, the Neue Galerie (5pm-8pm) offers free admission.


• Saturday: Admission is free to The Jewish Museum all day, and the Guggenheim Museum is pay-what-you-wish (5pm-7:45pm). The Brooklyn Museum is free on the first Saturday February-June, August, and October (5pm-11pm). The Grand Army Plaza Greenmarket (8am-4pm) in Prospect Park takes place weekly. In season, Smorgasburg (Apr.-Oct.) takes place on Saturdays at Williamsburg’s Marsha P. Johnson State Park.


• Sunday: Smorgasburg takes place in Prospect Park on Sundays April-October. The Whitney Museum is free on the second Sunday, monthly (reserving in advance is recommended).





Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island tickets should be purchased a few days in advance to avoid ticket lines—unless you want to go up to Lady Liberty’s crown, then at least a month in advance is advisable. Buying tickets to big sights and museums like the Empire State Building and The Met in advance isn’t necessary, but you can avoid long ticket lines if you do.


Passes and Discounts


Buying an all-inclusive pass can be a good deal if you like to squeeze in a lot of sightseeing, walking, biking, and boat tours without worrying about the cost. They’re not typically great for those who enjoy a more relaxed pace or prefer to spend more of their time in restaurants, bars, and parks.


The New York Pass (www.newyorkpass.com; $164-569 adults, $124-429 children) offers over a hundred attractions and tours to be gorged on in spans ranging from 1 to 10 days, and frequent online sales can knock hundreds off the pass’s price.


The Sightseeing Pass (www.sightseeingpass.com/en/new-york; $169-549 adults, $124-399 children) has very similar offerings but with more food- and bar-crawl tours. Both include a ticket for a Yankees game along with stadium tours.


Many New York attractions offer discounts for seniors (65 and older) and students, and many museums offer free or pay-what-you-wish hours.


Guided Tours


Shorewalkers (http://shorewalkers.org) and Freewalkers (http://freewalkers.org) each organize epic free walks around the city and surrounding areas. Free Tours by Foot (http://freetoursbyfoot.com/new-york-tours) also offers an extensive array of pay-what-you-wish walking tours.


New York Adventure Club (www.nyadventureclub.com) offers unique, small-group tours, such as one to Shakespearean actor Edwin Booth’s private social club, The Players, in Gramercy Park.


A Year in NYC


Winter


NEW YEAR’S EVE


Party with a million other people and watch the ball drop during New Year’s Eve in Times Square.


LUNAR NEW YEAR PARADE


Manhattan’s Chinatown is awash in color during the Lunar New Year Parade, featuring fireworks, dancers, and floats. Similar celebrations take place in February in the city’s Chinese communities in Flushing, Queens, and Sunset Park, Brooklyn.
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Lunar New Year Parade





Spring


ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE


On March 17, New York’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade down 5th Avenue draws about two million people and is purportedly the oldest and largest of its kind in the world.


THE ARMORY SHOW


The Armory Show, a major international art showcase that brings together prestigious galleries from around the world, takes place in March.


Summer


Free arts and entertainment abound during summer in the city, with many festivals kicking off in June, including SummerStage and Shakespeare in the Park in Central Park, the BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival in Prospect Park, and Bryant Park Movie Nights.


NYC PRIDE MARCH


June is Pride Month, and the NYC Pride March is the celebratory culmination.
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NYC Pride March





PUERTO RICAN DAY PARADE


June sees the city’s largest parade, the Puerto Rican Day Parade, which brings close to three million spectators.




What’s New?


• Bike Friendliness: With 25 mi (40 km) of new protected bike lanes added in 2017 alone, according to the Department of Transportation, along with Citi Bike bicycle shares, New York is increasingly becoming a cyclist-friendly city.


• Congestion Pricing: As of 2025, vehicles are charged for entering or traveling within the area of Manhattan below 60th Street. During peak hours (5am-9pm Mon.-Fri. and 9am-9pm Sat.-Sun.) personal passenger cars pay $9 per day. Green and yellow taxis and black car passengers pay $0.75 per ride regardless of time of day, while customers of apps like Uber pay $1.50 per ride. Off-peak rates are $2.25 per day for personal passenger cars. Motorcycles pay roughly half the car rate.


• Brewery Explosion: There was a time when Brooklyn Brewery had little competition. Now amazing breweries abound across the boroughs, offering plenty of places for beer lovers to get their fix straight from the source.


• Going Green: In recent years, the city’s industrial and abandoned waterfronts have been turned into stunning green spaces—such as Hudson River Park and Brooklyn Bridge Park—with expansive lawns on which to stretch out and biking/walking paths for exercise with a view.


• Outdoor Dining: A silver lining of the pandemic has been an explosion of outdoor dining, ranging from sidewalk tables to elaborate patio settings. The latter is available from April-November.


• Sleepy City: Another effect of the pandemic has been earlier closing hours for restaurants and bars; closing times of 10pm and midnight, respectively, are pretty common now.






FOURTH OF JULY



Celebrate the country’s birthday on the waterfront and enjoy the Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks, the largest fireworks show in the country.


Alternatively, head out to Coney Island for Nathan’s Famous International Hot Dog Eating Contest to watch the world’s top competitive eaters vie for the Nathan’s Mustard Belt.


US OPEN


The summer ends with the US Open in Queens, one of tennis’s biggest events, which starts in late August and continues into September.


Fall


NEW YORK FILM FESTIVAL


Fall kicks into gear with the prestigious New York Film Festival in late September, which runs into October and features premieres of anticipated films from around the globe.


NEW YORKER FESTIVAL


In October, check out the New Yorker Festival, organized by the namesake magazine and featuring talks, tours, and other events with heavy hitters of the arts and culture worlds.


NEW YORK CITY WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL


For food and drink, there’s October’s New York City Wine & Food Festival, with extravagant dinners and parties.



VILLAGE HALLOWEEN PARADE



The Village Halloween Parade features tens of thousands of participants dressed in their finest costumes.


NEW YORK CITY MARATHON


Runners hit the road every year on the first Sunday in November for the New York City Marathon. It crosses through all five boroughs, making it a highlight for athletes and spectators alike.


END-OF-YEAR HOLIDAYS


The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, with its giant balloons, and the lighting of the massive Christmas tree in Rockefeller Center kick off the end-of-year holiday season and draw big crowds. While the Rockefeller Center tree-lighting ceremony happens in November, the tree remains lit all through December and into the new year. Ice-skating at The Rink at Rockefeller Center, as well as at the Winter Village in Bryant Park and Wollman Rink in Central Park, are in their prime season. The Rockettes perform their Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall. Macy’s and other major department stores around the city deck out their window displays with elaborate decorations that draw big crowds for their creativity and meticulous attention to detail.
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ice-skating at Rockefeller Center
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BEST OF New York City


There will always be whole new worlds to explore in New York—even for longtime locals—but even in a short amount of time you can get a good taste of what makes it amazing. One of the city’s greatest pleasures is its walkability, and these itineraries have been designed with this in mind. You won’t be far from public transit options if you get tired; where particularly helpful, this information is included. Stay in Midtown for the most central location or the Upper West Side for a more residential vibe.


Day 1: Upper West Side and Upper East Side


To the uninitiated, New York can be overwhelming in its vast density. To ease into your New York experience, begin your tour of the city in these quieter residential neighborhoods while checking a few big items off your list.


Morning


Start with breakfast on the Upper West Side at a classic Jewish deli, Barney Greengrass, where you can order everything from a bagel and cream cheese to decadent platters of smoked fish.


Once fortified, pop into Central Park. Wander through the leafy respite at your leisure, and revel in the greenery framed by skyscrapers


Afternoon


When you’ve had your fill of Central Park, exit on the Upper East Side, the opposite side of the park from which you started, at East 85th Street. Continue four blocks east across 86th Street for some of the best hot dogs in the city at Papaya King.


After lunch, head back west in the direction of Central Park and enter The Metropolitan Museum of Art at its main entrance on East 82nd Street and 5th Avenue, along a stretch known as Museum Mile for its many institutions. Spend the rest of the day wandering The Met’s galleries, filled with art both ancient and modern, and make sure to visit its Cantor Roof Garden, an outdoor exhibition space that also offers great views of Central Park.
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Cantor Roof Garden at The Metropolitan Museum of Art





Evening


Head back to the Upper West Side’s Lincoln Center, which showcases everything from theater to ballet to opera and film. It’s a 30-minute walk southwest through the park from the museum. For a nice but pricey dinner, Bar Boulud will satisfy with well-executed bistro classics, attentive service, and plentiful seating indoors and out.




TOP EXPERIENCE


The City’s Best Bagels


Like New York pizza, New York bagels are hard to replicate. Most attribute this to the city’s tap water, with its low concentration of calcium and magnesium said to make for a smooth taste, while the pH level helps with fermentation of yeast. What this boils down to: Eat as many bagels as you can while here.


EAST VILLAGE AND LOWER EAST SIDE


• Russ & Daughters: These bagels, available both at the store and cafe, make the best base on which to layer perfect slices of Gaspe Nova smoked salmon and other expertly cured meats.


MIDTOWN, HELL’S KITCHEN, AND TIMES SQUARE


• Ess-a-Bagel: These are the bagels by which all others are measured: giant, intensely flavored, and so airy that eating one is pure joy.


UPPER WEST SIDE AND UPPER EAST SIDE


• Barney Greengrass: Barney Greengrass is a premier uptown spot for bagels, whether holding together an epic egg sandwich or a healthy smear of cream cheese topped with sturgeon.


DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN, DUMBO, AND FORT GREENE


• Bergen Bagels: Bergen makes some of the best bagels in Brooklyn and is within walking distance of BAM and the Barclays Center to boot. An everything bagel with vegetable cream cheese is a solid way to begin your day.






Day 2: Times Square and Midtown



Morning


Today you’ll tackle the cultural beast that is Midtown. Begin with a classic view of the city at either the Empire State Building or Rockefeller Center’s observatory deck, Top of the Rock. The former has slightly better views, but choose the latter if you want to squeeze in a studio tour of NBC and get a glimpse of sets from shows like Saturday Night Live and The Tonight Show.
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Times Square





Afternoon


For a decadent lunch, head to Le Bernardin. Chef Eric Ripert’s French seafood restaurant is among the finest in the city. It’s also one of the most expensive, but during lunchtime you can order a three-course meal in the lounge for about half the price of dinner.


Afterward, walk north to 53rd Street for the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), whose permanent collection includes large-scale works by Pollock and Monet, among others. Also check out the museum’s sculpture garden, which features fun rotating exhibits. After your visit, stop by the MoMA Design Store across the street to find some gifts or souvenirs.


Afterward, head south down 5th Avenue. Turn west just south of 50th Street to walk through Rockefeller Center. Continuing west down 49th Street, you’ll soon hit the heart of Times Square. It’s home to the TKTS booth, where you can score same-day tickets to a range of Broadway performances. It opens at 3pm Monday, Tuesday, and Friday and 11am Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday, so get in line early if you have your eye on something specific. If you’re interested in seeing something more off the beaten path, Playwrights Horizons and Signature Theatre Company are also located in the Theater District and present top-notch productions of cutting-edge plays.
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Rockefeller Center







Best of the Arts


New York City is the cultural capital of the United States, home to a dizzying array of world-class museums, performing arts venues, theaters, art galleries, and independent cinemas—no other city in the country can lay claim to this level of artistry. On any given day of the week, the city’s arts and culture options overwhelm—the only way to stay sane is to pick your poison.


MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES


• Best Hidden Gem: Tucked away in an alley and housed in a freight elevator, Mmuseumm is one of the tiniest and most idiosyncratic museums in the world.


• Best Gallery to See Large-Scale Works by Contemporary Art Giants: The signature gallery of an art dealer king, the Gagosian has the space for dramatic masterpieces.


• Best Under-the-Radar Gallery: Discover your next favorite artist at the pristine Petzel Gallery.


THEATER


• Best Theater for Challenging, Intimate Shows: You’ll consistently find some of the most exciting theater in the city at tiny Soho Rep.


• Best Place to See New American Plays: Playwrights Horizons has two state-of-the-art stages dedicated solely to new works.


• Best Place for Large-Scale Experimental Theater: St. Ann’s Warehouse consistently delivers cutting-edge work with high production values.


PERFORMING ARTS


• Best Place to Soak Up Culture: Whatever your high art tastes, Lincoln Center delivers.


• Best Place to Experience World Culture in Brooklyn: The Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM) is a first-class performing arts center presenting the best theater, dance, and musical companies from around the world.


CINEMA


• Best Throwback Movie Theater: At the Film Forum, people still stand on line under a neon marquee to catch movies both classic and modern.


• Best Cinema for Food-Themed Events: Seeing a movie at Nitehawk Cinema is both a cinematic and culinary delight at events like its popular Film Feasts.






Evening



Pebble Bar opens at 4pm most days, making it an ideal spot for a fancy predinner cocktail. For a leisurely dinner before your show, try to get a seat somewhere no later than 6pm. Joe Allen is a favorite among theater people for its warm atmosphere, efficient service, and great burgers and other classic American fare. Be sure to gaze at the old Broadway posters that line exposed brick walls while you’re there.


Day 3: Lower Manhattan, Lower East Side, and Williamsburg


Morning


Begin your day with a quick breakfast at Leo’s Bagels before heading to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island via the Statue City Cruises ferry that leaves from The Battery. Your ferry ticket includes general admission to both sights; you’ll get up close to the iconic monument as well as visit the first US landing spot for more than 12 million immigrants.


Afternoon


Head to Houston Street in the Lower East Side to the epic Jewish American eatery Katz’s Deli for gut-busting pastrami sandwiches. Next, get ready to explore the epicenter of New York’s hipster culture. Just over the river from the Lower East Side, or LES, is Brooklyn’s Williamsburg, sensibility-wise an extension of Manhattan’s downtown artistic ethos.
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Katz’s Deli





Public Transit: Take the J or M train at the Essex Street subway station one stop to Marcy Avenue. Walk west on Broadway to Bedford Avenue.


You could walk across the Williamsburg Bridge—it takes about 30 minutes from the Lower East Side at Clinton and Delancey Streets—or consider renting a Citi Bike. The are several docks nearby the entrances on both ends of the bridge.
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Williamsburg Bridge





Evening


On the Brooklyn side, you’ll exit the bridge right onto Bedford Avenue, Williamsburg’s main thoroughfare. Enjoy the rest of the day exploring the neighborhood’s numerous shops and businesses. You’ll want to hit Other Half, a leader of the borough’s craft beer scene. Their wide variety of intensely hopped yet balanced IPAs are a particular standout, as are seasonal fruited sours.


Stick around after dark as well, as Williamsburg offers some of the city’s best bars and restaurants. End the night with a concert at Baby’s All Right or a late movie at Nitehawk Cinema.


Public Transit: Take the J or the M subway from Marcy Avenue to return to the LES. Additionally, the L subway can take you to Union Square and Chelsea from Bedford Avenue.


With More Time


Day 4: The Meatpacking District and Chelsea


MORNING


Spend a leisurely morning with a cappuccino and a good book at the classic Caffe Reggio. Stroll north through the village to the Whitney Museum of American Art. In addition to wandering its massive collection of 20th- and 21st-century art, make sure to check out its terraces, which hold sculptural and sound installations and offer great views over the Hudson River.
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Whitney Museum of American Art and The High Line





AFTERNOON


Exit the Whitney onto The High Line or take the staircase next to the museum to enjoy the curated green space with its art installations, artfully landscaped plants, and elevated views. Descend the stairs at 16th Street and enter the 10th Avenue entrance of Chelsea Market, where you can choose from a number of vendors for a delicious, casual meal.


EVENING


Begin the evening with cocktails at the speakeasy Bathtub Gin located behind the unassuming Stone Street Coffee storefront before heading to dinner at the intimate Palestinian restaurant Qanoon, which excels at finely executed comfort dishes from their underrepresented homeland and a small but impressive wine list.


Day 5: Gramercy, Union Square, and the East Village


MORNING


Travel back in time to Old New York and doing some leisurely meandering. Begin the day at the Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace National Historic Site for a glimpse of what childhood was like for the 26th president of the United States. Just east down the block is the private Gramercy Park. Only residents can enter, but walking around the perimeter feels like stepping through a time portal, with its leafy streets and elegant 19th-century buildings. A couple of blocks south is one of the oldest bars in the city, Pete’s Tavern. Soak up the atmosphere over lunch and a pint.
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Gramercy Park





AFTERNOON


Next head a couple of blocks west to Union Square. If it’s a Monday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday, you’ll get to check out the Greenmarket, a flood of fresh produce, meats, cheeses, and more from small farms in the tristate area. Some places give out samples and others sell irresistible small bites and drinks. The cheap cups of hot or cold cider (depending on the season) are a must. Even if you’re not here during the market, the many seating options make this crossroads a great people-watching spot where you can simply sit back and take in the energy of the city.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Eating Your Way Around the World in NYC


Sampling the city’s variety of cuisines is one of the great joys of dining in New York. The city benefits massively from its multicultural roots, profoundly felt in the diversity of options on offer, from Italian, French, and Chinese to Basque, Ukrainian, Cambodian, and beyond.


SOHO AND TRIBECA


• Best Dumplings: The heart of Chinatown—the area around Mott, Doyers, and Pell Streets—has remained largely unchanged for many years, and it’s an atmospheric place to wander. A classic New York experience is eating dim sum in Chinatown, and a popular spot is Nom Wah Tea Parlor, which has excellent dumplings and friendly service to boot.


EAST VILLAGE AND LOWER EAST SIDE


• Best Ukrainian Comfort Food: In the 1950s, the family-run Veselka began serving plates of pierogi to crowds of fellow Eastern European immigrants and continues serving them today to throngs of New Yorkers and tourists alike, though the flavor selection has expanded to even include the beloved bodega combo bacon, egg, and cheese.


• Best Jewish Delis: Katz’s Deli and Russ & Daughters Cafe, located within close proximity of each other, serve crave-worthy Jewish appetizing staples. Go to the former for towering juicy pastrami sandwiches and the later for smoked fish like the ethereal herring.


CHELSEA AND UNION SQUARE


• Best Tapas and Pinxtos: Much like many of the best pinxtos bars in the basque region of Spain, Txikito feels like a secret. Squeeze in at the bar or around a dimly lit table and indulge in these wildly flavorful bites.


UPPER EAST AND UPPER WEST SIDE


• Best Hot Dogs: Papaya King introduced tropical fruit juices to New Yorkers in the 1930s as the perfect companion to the hot dog, and Gray’s Papaya popularized the pairing with locations throughout the city. Down to one location each now, Gray’s is best when you want a grab-and-go simple bite, while King is your spot for a sit-down meal with more toppings and sides.


HARLEM


• Best Soul Food: Soul food in New York doesn’t get much better than James Beard-nominated chef Charles Gabriel’s juicy birds at Charles’ Country Pan Fried Chicken. Come hungry.





While you’re here, be sure to visit The Strand, just a couple of blocks south of Union Square, and get lost among the book-filled aisles. You can spend the rest of your day simply ambling the neighborhood, one of the great joys of the city.



EVENING



Head four blocks south and turn east on the 8th Street stretch known as St. Mark’s Place, a nice entry point into the East Village, which offers numerous delicious options for dinner and drinks.
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New York City Like a Local


When you’ve gorged on the most popular attractions and want to take a deeper dive into the city’s cultural and culinary treasures—those beloved spots old and new that locals often cite as the reason they could never ditch their closet-size bedroom in a railroad apartment with three other roommates for the ‘burbs—check out the itinerary below.


Day 1: Manhattan


Midtown is full of tourist attractions, but there are also a lot of locals who live and work here and plenty of gems to enchant them.


Morning


The Morgan Library & Museum echoes old New York elegance and houses an impressive collection of historic books and papers. I like to pair a visit to the warm grandiose library in the east room with contemplation time in the Rose Reading Room in the New York Public Library Main Branch, where students and writers can be found typing and studying under soaring ceilings with grandiose frescoes.




[image: image]


New York Public Library Main Branch





Afternoon


Continue the old-school vibes over lunch across the street at Gabriel Kreuther (reservations recommended), which offers a relative bargain for their lunch prix fixe of decadent French- and Swiss-inspired dishes. It’s the kind of meal that could double as an early dinner.


Evening


Head west for a play at beloved downtown theater Soho Rep’s new home inside of Playwrights Horizons or at the ultra-intimate Ars Nova. Your most direct path west to either theater will take you through 42nd Street and Times Square, respectively. Navigate it like a local by walking especially fast.


Day 2: The Village


Long gone are the bohemian days of the Village, but simple pleasures can still be found.


Morning


Begin at the fish-and-chips shop A Salt and Battery, which has us natives swearing it’s better than many places we’ve been to in London. A deep-fried candy bar is the way to end your meal before wandering east to browse at neighborhood favorite Three Lives & Company, which sells reasonably priced autographed first editions and hosts quirky release events like a Murakami Midnight Madness, which featured local sake and trivia to celebrate the acclaimed Japanese novelist’s new book.


Afternoon


If browsing makes you hungry, head south to sample a wide variety of funk at Murray’s Cheese Shop, skip straight to an epic omakase at Sushi Nagazawa, or enjoy an equally monumental dry-aged burger at Minetta Tavern that sets the standard for luxe burgers. Reservations are required for the latter two.
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Minetta Tavern







Best People-Watching


THE VILLAGE AND THE MEATPACKING DISTRICT


• The High Line: People of all nationalities flood The High Line daily for photos or just a stroll; grab a seat on a bench and watch the world pass by.


• Washington Square Park: The unofficial quad of New York University is rife with great people-watching, from competitive chess players in the southwest corner to impromptu street performances near the arch to the central fountain.


• Christopher Street Pier: Impromptu hacky sack games, amateur break-dancers, and scantily clad sunbathers can all be found on expansive Pier 45.


CHELSEA AND UNION SQUARE


• Chelsea Market: Grab some ravioli or tacos and watch the crowds of locals and tourists flood this foodie mecca.


• Union Square: Take a seat on this public plaza’s stairs or on a bench and observe this crossroads of east and west sides, uptown and downtown, where all boroughs converge at a major transit hub.


UPPER WEST SIDE AND UPPER EAST SIDE


• The Great Lawn at Central Park: Softball games, picnics, and casual Frisbee tossing all occur regularly in the city’s backyard.


DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN, DUMBO, AND FORT GREENE


• Brooklyn Heights Promenade: This scenic elevated path is a popular place for locals to congregate, walk dogs, and let their children play together.






Evening



After dinner take in a show at the Comedy Cellar, where big-name acts are a regular surprise and late shows facilitate both a leisurely dinner and comics at their most freewheeling. End with a nightcap at the cozy cocktail den Little Branch.


Day 3: Harlem


Morning


Bus tours with an obligatory stop at the Apollo are the popular choice for most first-time visitors, but to really get a feel for the neighborhood, you must explore on foot. Begin up at the Hamilton Grange National Memorial to glimpse the neighborhood’s stately past before meandering south through the park and then over to Dinosaur Bar-B-Que for pulled pork and fried green tomatoes.


Afternoon


If you want to wash it all down with craft beer, mead, or cider, stroll a couple of blocks down Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Boulevard to Harlem Hops. Weave through the brownstone-lined side streets for a quieter slice of local life, or straight down the boulevard where longtime residents socialize on corners. Stop at Harlem Wine Gallery, one of the neighborhood’s most charming shops to browse and hear about the owner’s favorite small vineyards.
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Italian pilsner at Harlem Hops





Evening


Book ahead for dinner at Red Rooster, for star chef Marcus Samuelsson’s Swedish-influenced take on Southern classics and a convivial atmosphere that often features local musicians. If it’s a Friday or Saturday, end your evening with a set of bebop jazz at the BYOB Bill’s Place.


Day 4: Williamsburg, Greenpoint, and Bushwick


Morning


Bushwick has changed a lot, but if you want to trace a throughline from its grittier past to artists’ haven, start at The Bushwick Collective, gazing at the preserved graffiti murals that line Troutman Street.



Afternoon



Grab a few tacos at the working tortilla factory Tortilleria Mexicana Los Hermanos. Seating space is carved out of the warehouse area and gives a glimpse of the neighborhood’s industrial past. Head next to Kings County Brewers Collective for an expertly balanced but potent IPA before wandering northwest into Williamsburg. If you’re up for another beer, Grimm Artisanal Ales is a worthy spot on your way. Walk across Metropolitan Avenue to take in a variety of shops, including indie comic shop Desert Island. Continue on to The City Reliquary to view a treasure trove of New York relics, the kind you might find in an old townie’s cluttered living room.


Evening


When you’re ready for dinner, prepare for another time warp at Bamonte’s, where tuxedo-clad waiters will serve you heaping plates of pastas and parms in a delightfully outdated dining room. Step into the present to end the evening with a modern classical concert at National Sawdust.


Day 5: East Village and Lower East Side


Morning


Begin your day at Ukrainian café Veselka with a plate of pierogi like the Eastern European immigrants who once lived in the neighborhood might have done. This East Village institution is packed later in the day, making it ideal for an early stop.


Afternoon


Next hit up two of the area’s prominent galleries, Perrotin and Sperone Westwater, which get some of the biggest shows outside of Chelsea. When you’ve worked up an appetite again, head to the Clinton Street Baking Co., which makes addictively tasty pancakes but is mobbed during the day, for breakfast for dinner.


Evening


Alan Cumming’s eponymous Club Cumming is an ideal next stop to mingle with residents and catch no-cover cabaret shows from some of downtown’s brightest stars. For a contrast in energies, wind down your evening at the laid-back Belgian beer bar Burp Castle, where loud patrons get shushed, and contemplate the week you’ve had over a tripel or lambic.
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New York City with Kids


New York can be overwhelming with kids. Waiting in endless lines tires everyone out, so break up attractions with time in the park. These two days combine a bit of both, with an emphasis on having a fun, active time.
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Belvedere Castle





Day 1: Upper West Side and Upper East Side


Morning


Plan your first day around Central Park. Pack a picnic or pick up a bounty of food at Barney Greengrass on the Upper West Side. From there, it’s just a couple of blocks east to the park. In addition to expansive fields to play in under the city skyline, Central Park contains a wealth of attractions. Belvedere Castle near the 81st Street entrance inspires fantastical adventures in kids of all ages. You can also wander south from here to The Loeb Boathouse, near 72nd Street, where you can rent a rowboat for four.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Best Skyline Views


LOWER MANHATTAN


• Governors Island: Situated near the convergence of the Hudson and East Rivers just south of Manhattan, Governors Island affords a rare perspective on the surrounding topography, beholding the New York skyline as well as Brooklyn to the east and the Statue of Liberty and New Jersey to the west.


• Staten Island Ferry: This free ferry passes right by the Statue of Liberty, and you’ll get a good glimpse of Manhattan’s downtown skyline to boot.


THE VILLAGE AND THE MEATPACKING DISTRICT


• The Terraces at the Whitney Museum of American Art: Take a break from art-gazing on the Whitney’s terraces—the museum has 13,000 sq ft (1,208 sq m) of outdoor space—for expansive views of the Hudson River and city, including a bird’s-eye glimpse of The High Line.


• The High Line: Elevated 30 ft (9 m) above Manhattan’s far west side and snaking through the hip neighborhoods of the Meatpacking District and Chelsea, a walk along The High Line gives great views of both the Empire State and Chrysler Buildings, along with the Hudson River.


MIDTOWN, HELL’S KITCHEN, AND TIMES SQUARE


• Top of the Rock: Atop Rockefeller Center you’ll find vivid views of the city, inclusive of the Empire State Building.


• Empire State Building: From the art deco grandeur of New York’s most iconic building, the city skyline elegantly reveals itself, encompassing everything from Midtown skyscrapers and the Hudson River to New Jersey.


UPPER WEST SIDE AND UPPER EAST SIDE


• The Met’s Cantor Roof Garden: Dream about what it’s like to have a 5th Avenue penthouse while taking in one of the most dramatic views of Central Park—and surrounding skyscrapers—available to the public.


• Roosevelt Island Tramway: Gliding above the Queensboro Bridge mere feet above luxury condos, with the city spreading out beneath you, the tramway to Roosevelt Island provides a highly affordable alternative to a helicopter ride.


DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN, DUMBO, AND FORT GREENE


• Brooklyn Bridge: Don’t forget to look up at the historic bridge itself as you take in panoramic views of Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and beyond.


• Brooklyn Heights Promenade: From the promenade’s elevated tree-lined perch, you’ll see sweeping panoramas of Manhattan’s skyline, as well as the Statue of Liberty and the Brooklyn Bridge, from the comfort of a shaded bench.






Afternoon



Now it’s time for a bit of culture. The American Museum of Natural History, bordering the park on its west side, is a famously kid-friendly museum. Without even paying admission, you can access its backyard, which becomes an impromptu water park in the summer. Inside, the special exhibitions often have an interactive component. Both kids and adults will enjoy the awesome Hayden Planetarium shows. If you have slightly older children, The Metropolitan Museum of Art on the park’s east side is chock-full of wonders as well. The most popular for kids is the Temple of Dendur, an ancient Egyptian temple airlifted out of the Middle East and pristinely preserved. It’s the closest thing to visiting the pyramids that you can get in the Western world.


Evening


End the day back near where you started with an early, hearty dinner at Jacob’s Pickles, an upscale comfort food spot that caters to hipsters and high chairs alike in the early evening. Potent adult beverages abound, as well as kid-friendly dishes like meat loaf and patty melts.


If you have time and energy to spare, head down to Times Square for the New Victory Theater, which stages smartly conceived children’s theater with age-appropriate offerings (rated 6-plus, 10-plus, and so on) distilled to a kid-friendly hour.


Public Transit: From the restaurant, take the 1 train from 86th Street to the Times Square-42nd Street subway station.


Day 2: Lower Manhattan and Governors Island


Morning


Let Governors Island be your first stop today. Catch a ferry from the dock in Lower Manhattan just outside The Battery. Plenty of food carts can be found on the island, but feel free to bring your own picnic. On the island you’ll find a huge kids-only (6 and up) playground, play:groundNYC, where getting dirty is encouraged. There’s also old military barracks, a spa, and plenty of spots to take in the views—the Statue of Liberty is visible from many vantage points on the island.
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food trucks on Governors Island





If you’re seeking a more classic outing, spend your day instead getting up close to the Statue of Liberty, followed by an educational stop at Ellis Island, included in the same ticket. For a more intimate experience on the water, check out the sailboat tours from Manhattan By Sail.


Afternoon


Back at the ferry dock from either expedition, check out the Castle Clinton National Monument, a fort that protected the city from British invasion, in The Battery. From here walk north for about 10 minutes and pause at the National September 11 Memorial. Its waterfalls are breathtaking and provide a poignant experience that children can appreciate as well. Skip the museum—which is a bit heavy for kids—and continue north a block for One World Observatory, which offers panoramic views from on high and some high-tech experiences that might be particularly engaging for kids; for instance, you can rent an iPad for a more interactive experience in learning about the city’s skyline.
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One World Observatory





Evening


Finally, head about two blocks west for dinner at Parm, an update on the red-sauce Italian American restaurant. Its kids’ menu features classics like butter pasta and chicken tenders. For adults, the chicken parm is a must. Afterward, take the family for a stroll along the nearby waterfront and gaze at the glimmering skyline reflecting in the river.





Lower Manhattan



MOON MAP


HIGHLIGHTS


Getting Around
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Highlights


S Statue of Liberty: France’s most famous gift to America is arguably the city’s most iconic image (click here).


S Ellis Island: New York is a city of immigrants; trace their journey here (click here).


S Governors Island: This island, just off of Lower Manhattan, offers commanding skyline views and rolling green hills (click here).


S Staten Island Ferry: The best free glimpses of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island are on this commuter ferry (click here).


S Hudson River Greenway: Whether on a bike or by foot, this path on the Hudson River offers lovely views and people-watching (click here).





Home to government institutions and gleaming office towers, Lower Manhattan is characterized by its workaday black-clad business bustle. It may feel the least distinctly New York of any neighborhood, but it’s also the city’s heart in many ways, and littered with historical landmarks. It’s home to the Financial District, where you can walk Wall Street and access some of New York’s most famous sights—including the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island—and visit the site of the September 11 attacks that forever imprinted the city and country.


Getting Around


▪  Metro lines: 1/2/3, 4/5/6, A/C/E, J/Z, R/W


▪  Metro stations: Chambers Street, Fulton Street, Rector Street, Wall Street, Bowling Green, City Hall, Brooklyn Bridge, Park Place, Broad Street, World Trade Center, Whitehall Street, South Ferry


▪  Major bus routes: M1, M6, M9, M15, M20, M22




MAP 1: Lower Manhattan
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Sights



City Hall


MOON MAP


Broadway, Park Row, and Chambers St.; 212/639-9675; www.nyc.gov/site/designcommission/tours-events/city-hall-tours/city-hall.page; tours 10am Thurs. and noon Wed. (reservations required); free


Built over a decade (1802-1812) after New York lost its place as the nation’s capital, this neoclassical building, flanked by City Hall Park, has a simple but elegant structure. You can sometimes see protests on the building’s wide steps, and this is also where press conferences occur. City Hall consists of two wings connected by a grand circular staircase. The mayor’s wing is off-limits but the city council room is a regular stop on public tours, which are free and last about an hour. Another highlight is the governor’s room, which features a desk used by George Washington.


One World Observatory


MOON MAP


285 Fulton St.; 844/696-1776; http://oneworldobservatory.com; 9am-9pm daily, check website for seasonal changes; $44-79


The centerpiece of the World Trade Center site designed by Daniel Libeskind, One World Trade Center is an exquisite building featuring artfully angled lines and a spire that reaches to a symbolically significant 1,776 ft (541 m)—symbolizing the year in which the US Declaration of Independence was signed. This also makes it the tallest building in the country. It sits just north of the 9/11 Memorial’s twin reflecting pools marking the site of the felled twin towers. While most of this building’s space is taken up by private offices leased to tenants such as Condé Nast, an observatory on the top floors (100-102) provides 360-degree views of the city via floor-to-ceiling windows that stretch around the building’s perimeter, revealing New York’s intricately plotted grid system, and opening out to views of the Hudson River, Queens, Long Island, and New Jersey. The experience is a bit gimmicky and, at points, unnecessarily high-tech—for example, the elevator that whisks you to the top features full-screen digital views of the city in place of actual windows, and iPad rentals (complementary with the pricier ticket tiers) offer digital closeups of landmark buildings—but the views are nice, and if you have kids with you this may be a fun way for them to engage. Buy tickets in advance online for a small discount and to avoid a long wait.


National September 11 Memorial & Museum


MOON MAP


180 Greenwich St.; 212/312-8800; www.911memorial.org; 9am-7pm (last entry 5:30pm) Wed.-Mon. and select Tues.; $36 adults, $30 seniors and US college students and young adults 13-17, $25 veterans, $24 children 7-17, free for children under 7


Two giant reflecting pools with continuously cascading waterfalls occupy the footprint of the World Trade Center’s twin towers, felled on September 11, 2001, when hijackers crashed planes into them in the largest terrorist attack in US history. The names of the victims are engraved on walls that line the perimeter. To fully absorb the impact of the memorial, take time to pause for several minutes at each wall. When you get close enough, the sound of the water drowns out the city noise, and there’s something solemn and ethereal about the moment when the wind covers you in a mist of water. The memorial is freely accessible to the public 8am-8pm daily.
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view of One World Trade Center from the National September 11 Memorial





The museum sits between the two memorial pools and explores the events and wreckage of that day in its main exhibit. The slurry wall, a subterranean concrete structure 3 ft (0.9 m) thick that surrounded the original World Trade Center to prevent flooding from the Hudson River, remained intact after the buildings fell, and it’s one of the first things you’ll see as you descend an escalator to the museum’s expansive single-floor space. Charred fire trucks and building remains are here; one of the eeriest pieces is a sign recovered from the Warner Bros. Studio store, previously located inside the mall of the original World Trade Center, that reads, “That’s all Folk”; the “S” didn’t survive. Excerpts of phone calls people made to loved ones from the hijacked planes as well as video and images of people who decided to jump from the towers rather than go down with them are tucked discretely behind a corner in the main room.


Some notable exclusions are problematic; for example, a picture of a tank from Operation Iraqi Freedom with names of 9/11 victims scrawled on it appears absent a footnote detailing the lack of connection between 9/11 and Iraq.


Don’t miss the small art gallery next to the main exhibit, which captures modern artists’ responses to the attacks.


Purchase your museum tickets online in advance to avoid long lines. Admission is free on Mondays after 5:30pm.


Woolworth Building


MOON MAP


233 Broadway; 203/966-9663; https://nylandmarks.org/explore-ny/the-woolworth-building; not open to the public


Designed by Cass Gilbert and completed in 1913, this neo-Gothic building was one of the world’s first modern skyscrapers. It was also the most expensive, costing tycoon Frank Woolworth $13.5 million (roughly $350 million in today’s dollars), which he paid in cash. Today, the building remains a gleaming example of American ingenuity and decadence. Also of note is that the building is fully electric—unheard of in its time—and produced all of its own electricity, with a generator in the basement until World War II. At the time of writing, tours of the building’s interior were no longer running, but you can still marvel at the skyscraper’s architecture as you walk by.


St. Paul’s Chapel


MOON MAP


209 Broadway; 212/602-0800; www.trinitywallstreet.org; 8:30am-6pm daily; free


Built in 1766, this chapel is the oldest church in Manhattan and the only colonial-era one still in existence on the island. George Washington prayed here after his inauguration in 1789. More austere than its sister Trinity Church, the chapel’s brick facade is particularly striking against the backdrop of the gleaming new World Trade Center. The interior likewise exudes 18th-century austerity. The chapel remained remarkably unscathed by 9/11 and served as a refuge for relief workers in the weeks following the attacks. A small exhibit details its use during this harrowing time.


Trinity Church


MOON MAP


75 Broadway; 212/602-0800; www.trinitywallstreet.org; 8:30am-6pm daily; free


This Gothic Revival Episcopal church is one of the most stunning in the city, recalling the grandeur of those in Europe. It holds 20 services a week—many streamed online. While the nave is an attraction unto itself for its intricate architectural construction and glowing stained glass windows, don’t miss the smaller prayer room tucked away in the northwest corner of the building. It’s an incredibly intimate space that encourages contemplation. But it’s the church’s graveyard that’s drawing the largest crowds today: A giant tombstone marks the grave of Alexander Hamilton, who was buried here after his ill-fated duel with Aaron Burr. The church also hosts an array of concerts and lectures.


South Street Seaport


MOON MAP


19 Fulton St.; http://theseaport.nyc; hours vary by shop daily; free


As a rule, New Yorkers detest malls, and, though technically a historical district with roots in the 17th century, South Street Seaport feels somewhat like one, if a quaint incarnation. But though it used to house standard suburban chains along the lines of Abercrombie & Fitch, the area is now home to an upscale movie theater reminiscent of a private Hollywood screening room, rooftop music venue, restaurants by Michelin-starred celebrity chef Jean-Georges Vongerichten, and stores like custom sneaker guru The Shoe Surgeon. With its cobblestone streets, East River waterfront setting clustered around a series of piers, and plenty of outdoor space and views of the Brooklyn Bridge and Statue of Liberty, the seaport has always had charm, and now it’s trendy to boot.


New York Stock Exchange


MOON MAP


11 Wall St.; 212/656-3000; www.nyse.com


The New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) is the leading stock exchange in the world, trading 1.46 billion shares each day. While there are no longer public tours of the NYSE, you can get a good glimpse of the main entrance from the steps of Federal Hall. The iconic bell is rung at opening (just before 9:30am) and closing (just before 4pm) each weekday, and the people chosen for this honor have ranged from Hillary Clinton to Sports Illustrated swimsuit models to Snoop Dogg. Enterprising folks might be able to catch a glimpse of the comings and goings if they arrive around opening and closing. Also of note, the sculpture Fearless Girl was moved here in 2018. A powerful monument to female resilience and strength, the 250-lb (113-kg) bronze statue was created by sculptor Kristen Visbal, and previously stared down Arturo Di Modica’s hulking Charging Bull in Bowling Green.
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New York Stock Exchange






Federal Hall National Memorial



MOON MAP


26 Wall St.; 212/825-6990; www.nps.gov/feha; 10am-5pm Mon.-Fri.; free


Federal Hall served as New York’s city hall when it was built in 1700, and later as the first capitol building of the United States from the country’s founding until 1791, when the government moved to Philadelphia. George Washington was inaugurated here as well. The current building—the original was demolished in 1812—was built in the style of Greece’s Parthenon in 1842 as a customs house. Just standing in the large rotunda, with its imposing marble columns, evokes the colonial era. The building includes exhibits on its 1st floor detailing its role in the early days of the US government. The Bible Washington was sworn in with is on display; it was also used for the inaugurations of Dwight D. Eisenhower and Jimmy Carter. Rotating exhibits, for example on individuals such as influential naturalist and conservationist John Muir, occupy other gallery spaces. Half-hour ranger-guided tours ($1) are available at 10am and 2pm and can be booked online (www.recreation.gov/ticket/facility/10089018).


TOP EXPERIENCE



S Statue of Liberty



MOON MAP


GOOGLE MAP


Statue City Cruises, The Battery opposite 17 State St.; 877/523-9849; www.cityexperiences.com/new-york/city-cruises/statue; Liberty Island; 212/363-3200; www.nps.gov/elis/index.htm; begins closing 30 minutes before final ferry departure; $25.80 adults, $22.80 seniors, $16.80 children 4-12, free for children under 4
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PLAN YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE



Tap here for more great guides and travel inspiration.
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